
Jesus' Final Week

A DAILY DEVOTION DURING THE 
 WEEK LEADING UP TO EASTER



Palm Sunday

As He approached Jerusalem and saw the city, He wept over it 
42 and said, “If you, even you, had only known on this day 

what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your 

eyes. 43 The days will come upon you when your enemies will 

build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem

you in on every side. 44 They will dash you to the ground, you 

and the children within your walls. They will not leave one 

stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of

God’s coming to you.”

Luke 19:41-44

The Sunday before His death, Jesus entered into Jerusalem on 

a donkey to much fanfare. During that time period in history, 

donkeys were what kings used when they wanted the residents 

of the city to understand that they were coming in peace. The 

Messiah was coming to the people in peace. 

As He crested the hills heading from Bethany to Jerusalem, 

Jesus saw the city of His people...and He wept for them. He 

presented them with a wonderful opportunity to find peace and 

redemption with God. But He also knew that they were not 

going to choose that path. Instead, Jesus knew that He was 

heading to His death and to a city that would soon turn against 

Him. Below, read Jesus' reason why He cried for the Jews in 

Luke 19:41-44. 

Food for thought
1) In John 12:46, Jesus said, "I have come into the world as a 

light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in 

darkness." Why is it that we, like the Jews, choose not to 
see this light? 

2) Truly following Jesus brings us peace. What areas in your 
life do you currently need peace? 

3) As we continue to look at the final week of Jesus' life on 

earth, we are reminded of the immense sacrifice Jesus made 

for us. How does that sacrifice change how you live your 
every day life? 

As you move throughout your day, take notice of the 
times that you don't reflect Jesus to others and the times 
that you don't feel peaceful. As you notice those times, 
stop immediately and pray that your focus will return to 
Jesus and his ability to give us peace when we follow 
Him.



The Cursing of the 
Fig Tree

The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. 
13 Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, He went to find out if 

it had any fruit. When He reached it, He found nothing but 

leaves, because it was not the season for figs. 14 Then He said 

to the tree, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his 

disciples heard him say it.

Mark 11:12-14

As Jesus and the Disciples head back towards Jerusalem from 

Bethany on Monday, Jesus wants something to eat for 

breakfast. When He goes to get figs off of a tree that should 

have fruit, He is disappointed when the tree doesn't have any 

figs on it. So He curses the tree. 

 

At first this might seem like a harsh move by Jesus, but this is 

a lesson for both the Disciples and us about being productive. 

The fig tree was in leaf, meaning it should have had fruit on it. 

But it didn't. And because it only looked like it was fulfilling it's 

purpose, while not actually doing so, Jesus exposed it for what 

it was: a useless tree. Read about this part of Jesus' Final 

Week in Mark 11:12-14 below.

Food for thought
1) Read John 15:1-8: 

    Who is the vine? 

    Who are the branches? 

    Who is the gardener? 

2) What happens to a branch that doesn't bear fruit? 

3) Take a moment and assess how you are currently living 

your life. What is your fruit? What do you need to trim and 
get rid of so your life can be more useful? 



The Greatest 
Commandment

Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees 

got together. 35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested Him 

with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest 

commandment in the Law?” 37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 

And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 

All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 

commandments.”

Matthew 22:34-40

Jesus spends most of Tuesday and Wednesday teaching in the 

Temple courts and answering the questions of the Jewish 

leadership. It was during this time that the Pharisees (teachers 

of the Law) and the Sadducees (priests and keepers of the 

Temple) conspired to try to trick Jesus into giving answers that 

would lead to his arrest and execution. 

 

One of the biggest questions that the Pharisees never agreed

on was the greatest commandment. So, when they asked 

Jesus this question, they hoped to catch Him in a trap and have 

him offer an answer that they could use against Him. 

Food for thought
1) Read Deuteronomy 6:5: 

    What does loving God with all of your heart look like? 

    What does loving God with all of your soul look like? 

    What does loving God with all of your strength look 
    like? 

2) Read Leviticus 19:18: 

    What does loving your neighbor look like?

3) Take a few moments and reflect on how well you are

keeping these two commandments. What in your life can 
you change to better satisfy these two commandments? 
What are some definite actions you can begin taking NOW 
to satisfy these two commandments? 



Judas' Conspiracy

Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. 

  4 And Judas went to the chief priests and the officers of the 

temple guard and discussed with them how he might betray 

Jesus. 5 They were delighted and agreed to give him money.   

 6 He consented, and watched for an opportunity to hand Jesus 

over to them when no crowd was present.

Luke 22:3-6

We don't know what caused Judas to give in to temptation and 

be used by Satan. Maybe it was jealousy, a desire for power, 

disillusionment that Jesus wasn't the political leader the 

disciples thought, or greed. No matter what the cause was, 

Wednesday is when Judas began looking for a time to hand 

Jesus over to the chief priests and elders away from the eye of 

the public. Satan was using Judas in what he believed was his

final act that would win the battle between him and God. 

 

While we don't know exactly how Satan uses people, the fact is 

that he can and he does. Every single book of the Gospels 

(Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) tells us that Judas was one of 

the twelve disciples. They want us to understand that if even 

those closest to Jesus can fall under the influence of Satan the 

possibility exits for us!

Food for thought
1) Jesus knew this betrayal was coming and yet He did 

nothing to stop it. That is because Jesus knew that His death

on the cross had to happen for the relationship between God

and mankind to be fixed. Knowing that Jesus sacrificed 
Himself for your good, how can you better respond to 
times when you have to choose obedience over sin? 

2) We don't often put ourselves in Judas' place. But our sin is 

the reason that Jesus willingly went to the cross. How should 
we respond to our sin based on Jesus' sacrifice for us? 
How do YOU actually respond to that sin? 

3) Judas' part in Jesus' death is cautionary for us. A lot of the 

time, we believe we are safe from being used by Satan 

because we are a Christian. But Satan can use anyone to try

to interrupt God's plan. Take a few minutes today and pray 
that you will constantly be on guard against Satan using 
you to influence his campaign against God. 



The Passover Meal

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, 

“Take it; this is my body.” 23 Then He took a cup, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, and they all drank from it. 
24 “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 

many,” He said to them. 25 “Truly I tell you, I will not drink again 

from the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the 

kingdom of God.”

Mark 14:22-25

On the night that everything was going to begin to come to an 

end for Jesus' time here on earth, He sat down with His closest 

disciples and ate the Passover meal. They remembered the time 

in which God had used the blood of an innocent lamb to save

the Israelites from death. The sacrifice of an innocent allowed 

the people of God to escape His wrath against the Egyptians. 

Less than a day after this meal, Jesus would be hanging on the 

cross like a guilty criminal. He would be willingly sacrificing 

Himself, shedding His innocent blood, for the good of all 

mankind. Jesus would be the offering that would take away 

God's wrath. Read Mark 14:22-25 below.

Food for thought
1)  What does Jesus say this bread of this Passover meal 
represents? Why is that significant? 

2) What does Jesus say the drink of this Passover meal 
represents? Why is that significant? 

3) This Passover Meal represents both God's original 

covenant with the Israelites that they were His people and the 

new covenant, in which God sacrificed on His part so that 

man's since would be forgiven once and for all. Take a few 
minutes today and think about the significance of this 
sacrifice. 

On Easter Sunday, the day we celebrate Jesus' 
resurrection, as you take communion, remember this 
devotion and that Jesus' sacrifice for us offers us the 
opportunity to be made right with God. 



Jesus' Sacrifice

When He had finished praying, Jesus left with His disciples and 

crossed the Kidron Valley. On the other side there was a 

garden, and He and His disciples went into it. 2 Now Judas, 

who betrayed Him, knew the place, because Jesus had often 

met there with His disciples. 3 So Judas came to the garden, 

guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the 

chief priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying torches, 

lanterns and weapons. 4 Jesus, knowing all that was going to 

happen to Him, went out and asked them, “Who is it you want?” 
5 “Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “I am He,” Jesus said. (And 

Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) 6 When Jesus 

said, “I am He,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 7 Again 

He asked them, “Who is it you want?” “Jesus of Nazareth,” they 

said. 8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am He. If you are 

looking for me, then let these men go.”

John 18:1-8

On Good Friday, Jesus willingly gave Himself up to those who 

came searching for Him. He didn't fight or try to talk His way out 

of it. Instead, Jesus faced His fate with a resolve that came from 

knowing that what He was about to do wasn't for His benefit; it 

was for the benefit of all of mankind. Read John 18:1-8 below 

and see how Jesus responded when facing His own death. 

Food for thought
1)  In all of the times in your life, when you knew 
something bad was about to happen to you, how did you 
respond to it? What can we learn about facing difficulty 
from Jesus' experience here? 

2) After this event on Friday, Jesus has several trials in which 

He is called to answer for the things He has said and done.

While none of them are bad or sinful, Jesus is painted as a 

criminal by the Jewish leaders. If faced with that kind of trial, 
how would you respond? How have you responded in the 
past? How should you respond in the future? 

3) As the end of our look at the Final Week of Jesus' life 
comes to a close, what are some things that you have 
learned from this devotion? How have you been blessed 
and challenged? Take a few minutes to meditate on those 
and thank God for them. 


