
Bringing today’s people into a lifelong relationship with Jesus Christ.

Prayer and Devotional Guide



Dear Friends,

One of the blessings I receive as being the lead minister at Towne 
South is the opportunity to serve and worship alongside godly men 
and women who are committed to the Lord, and spreading the gospel 
of Christ in Elizabeth City and around the world. 

The following devotions can provide you and your family with spir-
itual insight as we Elevate Christ in Elizabeth City. These devotions 
should serve as an encouragement to you in your daily quiet time 
with the Lord. 

As you invest daily time with the Lord in personal prayer, worship 
and devotion, my prayer is that your faith will grow, and that your 
eyes will be opened to the ways that God wants to use you not only in 
the Elevate campaign, but for generations to come.  

These are exciting days at Towne South. Join me as together we build 
the family of God through this devotional guide. I am praying that 
you and your family will benefit greatly by accepting this vital faith 
challenge.

 
Because of Him,



PRAYER
DAY 1

SCRIPTURE
Isaiah 62:10 – Pass through, pass through the gates! Prepare the way 
for the people. Build up, build up the highway! Remove the stones. 
Raise a banner for the nations.

QUESTIONING
Make a list of ways your family can prepare the way for your family 
and friends to find God. What barriers need to be removed for them 
to find Jesus?

LISTENING
Ask God how you can make a difference in the eternal destinies of 
people here in Elizabeth City.

APPLICATION
Make a list of people to pray for daily who need Jesus. Discuss how 
you and your family could be the answers to the prayers. Discuss the 
importance of salvation.

PRAYER
Dear Jesus, help me to care about the souls around me as much as 
you do.



PRAYER
DAY 2
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 127:1-2 – Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor 
in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchmen stand 
guard in vain. In vain you rise early and stay up late, toiling for food 
to eat – for He grants sleep to those He loves.

QUESTIONING
How can we be assured that God will bless our Kingdom work?

LISTENING
Listen for God’s desire for you and your family. Ask God how He 
wants to build His Kingdom through you and your family.

APPLICATION
Have each family member share an area where they need help from 
God to be successful. Discuss the importance of each of us being 
faithful to God.

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, we want to build the Kingdom through us. Help us to 
surrender to Your will for our lives.



GROWTH
DAY 3

SCRIPTURE
Psalm 92:12-14 – The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they 
will grow like a cedar of Lebanon; planted in the house of the Lord, 
they will flourish in the courts of our God. They will still bear fruit in 
old age, they will stay fresh and green.

QUESTIONING
Explain how a tree grows. What causes it to grow?

LISTENING
Read Psalm 1 out loud. Listen for how we are to live and grow.

APPLICATION
Examine trees that are growing and the rings of a tree that has been 
cut down. Discuss how giving causes growth in our spiritual lives.

PRAYER
Lord, help us to grow in Your word, in faith and in our family. God, 
help us to grow tall and strong.



HOLINESS
DAY 4
SCRIPTURE
Isaiah 6:1-8 – In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, 
high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of his robe filled 
the temple. Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, 
and with two they were flying. And they were calling to one anoth-
er: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of 
his glory.” At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds 
shook and the temple was filled with smoke. “Woe to me!” I cried. “I 
am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people 
of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.” 
Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, 
which he had taken with tongs from the altar. With it he touched my 
mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken 
away and your sin atoned for.” Then I heard the voice of the Lord say-
ing, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here 
am I. Send me!”

QUESTIONING
How should we approach God? What is God asking us to do today?

LISTENING
Talk about what it will be like when we are in heaven.



DAY 4  continued
APPLICATION
Tell this parable: Once upon a time, a king told his servant to bring 
him 12 peanut M&M’s. The servant brought him only 6. And they 
were plain M&M’s, not peanut. The king asked the servant why 
he had not carried out his clear command. The servant replied, “I 
happened to find 6 M&M’s between the cushions of my couch as I 
was cleaning, and while they weren’t peanut, I thought plain would 
be just as good.” At this, the king dismissed the unfaithful servant and 
found another to take his place. In conclusion, ask: “What good is a 
disobedient servant to a king?” How do you think the King of Kings 
(Jesus) feels when we disobey him or replace his desires with our own?

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, help us to realize that it makes You happy when we obey 
You. Lord, strengthen my commitment to obey Your Word.



HOLINESS
DAY 5
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 19:14 – May the words of my mouth and the meditation of 
my heart be pleasing in Your sight, O Lord, my Rock and my Re-
deemer.

QUESTIONING
What should we be talking and thinking about in our day-to-day 
lives?

LISTENING
Read Psalm 46:10 and sit in silence, asking God to control our
minds and mouths.

APPLICATION
Discuss the changes you need to make in your thoughts, words and 
deeds. Pray for one another.

PRAYER
Psalm 19:14 – Quote this over and over as your prayer.



MOLDING
DAY 6

SCRIPTURE
Jeremiah 18:1-8 – This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the 
Lord: “Go down to the potter’s house, and there I will give you 
my message.” So I went down to the potter’s house, and I saw him 
working at the wheel. But the pot he was shaping from the clay was 
marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, shaping 
it as seemed best to him. Then the word of the Lord came to me. He 
said, “Can I not do with you, Israel, as this potter does?” declares the 
Lord. “Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, 
Israel. If at any time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be 
uprooted, torn down and destroyed, and if that nation I warned 
repents of its evil, then I will relent and not inflict on it the disaster I 
had planned.

QUESTIONING
What changes do you think God wants to make in your life?

LISTENING
Share ways in which God has molded your life. What is God doing 
right now in your life?

APPLICATION
Using clay or Play-Doh, play together. Shape and reshape your fig-
ures. Discuss how God is working with us in our daily lives.

PRAYER
Romans 12:1-2 – Ask God to use you as a living sacrifice.



FELLOWSHIP
DAY 7
SCRIPTURE
Hebrews 10:24-25a – And let us consider how we may spur one 
another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 
another…

QUESTIONING
Is it more exciting to watch a ball game in person or on TV? Why?

LISTENING
After listening to comments, explain that the excitement we feel is 
due to the crowd and the cheering we do together. In the same way, 
a follower of Jesus must be in fellowship with other Christians to 
receive encouragement and strength.

APPLICATION
Using stick matches, build a “tepee” in an aluminum pie pan or other 
fireproof container. Light them and slowly remove one match from 
the bunch. Let it go out, then put it back into the pile and see how it 
reignites. Discuss how a person loses “fire,” or love of Jesus, when he 
or she is separated from Christians.

PRAYER
Thank you, God, for all of the loving and joyful people in my church. 
Help me give and receive the gift of encouragement as I speak to 
other Christians.



STEWARDSHIP
DAY 8

SCRIPTURE
Luke 12:33-34 – Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide 
purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that 
will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth de-
stroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

QUESTIONING
Can you think of the thing that you treasure most? Do you spend 
your time and money on that thing?

LISTENING
Listen for insights into the hearts of your family. Be honest about 
where you spend your time and money. Explain that where we spend 
our money says a lot about what we value the most.

APPLICATION
Have your family members choose something from their rooms that 
they would like to donate to a charitable organization. Make sure 
each item is in good working order, and discuss how someone the 
same age would enjoy receiving a toy, a piece of clothing, etc. Dis-
cuss the importance of being generous without expecting anything in 
return.

PRAYER
Where is my treasure, Lord? Show me what I value most. Turn my 
heart toward You and make my desires match Yours.



STEWARDSHIP
DAY 9
SCRIPTURE
1 John 3:17 – If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother 
in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?

QUESTIONING
Have you ever seen someone in need but passed by? Why didn’t you 
stop to help?

LISTENING
List reasons why we often don’t help others: too busy, don’t want to 
intrude, afraid of rejection, etc.

APPLICATION
Have family members think of a neighbor who might have a need. 
Go to that house as a family and offer to sweep their sidewalk, give 
them a home-made treat, or a glass of lemonade, and ask them if they 
have anything they would like you to pray about (i.e. a sick family 
member, someone out of a job, etc.)

PRAYER
Expand our capacity to give, Lord. Make us aware of needs all around 
us. Give us creativity to know how to give to others.



STEWARDSHIP
DAY 10

SCRIPTURE
2 Corinthians 9:6-7 – Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap gener-
ously. Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

QUESTIONING
What happens when a seed is planted in the ground?

LISTENING
After discussion by family members, explain that a single seed planted 
in the ground can produce many seeds. God’s principle of planting 
multiplies the original gift.

APPLICATION
Have the family sit in a circle. Recall all the fun times you’ve had over 
the last 10 days and the many truths God has revealed to each family 
member. Consider the bounty of family relationships you have been 
able to “reap” because of the time you have “planted” together. Now 
talk about what investment God might lead your family to make for 
His glory. Let God speak through each family member and give you 
unity in your decision.

PRAYER
Lord, clearly show us how You want our family to contribute to our 
church. Make us unified in purpose and place the joy of giving in our 
hearts.



STEWARDSHIP
DAY 11
SCRIPTURE
Hebrews 11:6a – Without faith it is impossible to please God…

QUESTIONING
What is faith?

LISTENING
Enjoy sharing stories, illustrations, or examples of faith.

APPLICATION
Ask everyone to stand and move to the center of the room. Walk to a 
light switch and turn it on. Sit down in a chair or on a sofa. Explain 
that these actions took faith (i.e. you had faith the light would come 
on and that the chair would hold your weight).

PRAYER
Lord, our desire is to please You and to do what is right in every sit-
uation. We ask You to increase our faith so we can please You. Thank 
You that Jesus Christ lives in me and is helping me have greater faith.



PRAYER
DAY 12

SCRIPTURE
Matthew 6:9-13 – This, then, is how you should pray: “Our Father 
in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.”

QUESTIONING
Jesus was teaching His disciples how to pray in these verses. Do the 
components of His prayer show us how we can pray?

LISTENING
Help your family list the parts of Jesus’ prayer in order.
1. Praise God  4. Forgive others
2. Ask for His will 5. Ask for forgiveness
3. Ask for our needs 6. Ask for protection

APPLICATION
Make up a list of six simple directions like, “cross your arms and 
scratch your ear,” or “jump up and down in a circle,” etc. Keep the 
list secret. Gather the family in a circle and have each person whisper 
the directions to the next. Then have the last person act them out. 
Compare the original directions to the last person’s actions. Point out 
how God wrote down His direction for prayer so we wouldn’t confuse 
them.

PRAYER
Share family concerns and pray together using the pattern of the 
Lord’s Prayer.



PRAYER
DAY 13
SCRIPTURE
James 5:16 – Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for 
each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man 
is powerful and effective.

QUESTIONING
Why is it hard for people to admit they made a mistake? When you 
do something wrong, who can you tell about it?

LISTENING
Listen carefully to whom your spouse or children say they can tell 
their mistakes. Is it you?

APPLICATION
Share with your family a sin that you committed today (i.e. got angry 
with another driver on the way to work, etc.). Ask someone in your 
family to pray for you. When finished, ask if anyone else has some-
thing to confess (ask an older family member ahead of time to be 
thinking of something). Stop and pray for him or her, asking God for 
power over that sin in the future.

PRAYER
Thank You, Lord, for Your great mercy and continual forgiveness. 
Help us remember Your mercy when others confess their sins to us.



PRAYER
DAY 14

SCRIPTURE
Psalm 119:105 – Your word is a lamp unto my feet and a light for my 
path.

QUESTIONING
Have you ever tried to find your way in the dark without a flashlight? 
Where were you? Camping? Walking through the house at night? 
What happened?

LISTENING
After listening to stories, give an example of when you had to walk in 
the dark. Tell how you felt.

APPLICATION
Give one family member a flashlight (if you have children, give it to 
the youngest) and turn all the lights off in the house. With all the 
family members following, let the person with the flashlight lead the 
family through the house from room to room. Come back to the liv-
ing room and discuss how God’s Word is a light, guiding us in every 
decision we make in our lives.

PRAYER
Thank You, God, for showing me the next step I need to take. Keep 
me from stumbling as I read Your Word, the Bible.



PRAYER
DAY 15
SCRIPTURE
1 Peter 2:2 – Like newborn babies, crave spiritual milk, so that by it 
you may grow up in your salvation.

QUESTIONING
What do babies do when they are hungry? What do you do?

LISTENING
Give time to talk about how babies are selfish and cry out for food. 
God wants us to desire His Word so much that we are selfish and cry 
out for it.

APPLICATION
Get out photo albums and show what each person looked like as an 
infant, toddler, etc. Discuss how we were first fed on milk, then soft 
foods, and then meat, and relate those terms to our growth spiritually.

PRAYER
Father God, give me a hunger for Your Word. As I read Your Word, 
cause me to grow up into the fullness of Christ.



OBEDIENCE
DAY 16

SCRIPTURE
Deuteronomy 30:16 – For I command you today to love the Lord 
your God, to walk in his ways, and to keep His commands, decrees 
and laws; then you will live and increase, and the Lord your God will 
bless you in the land you are entering to possess.

QUESTIONING
Have you ever noticed that each person has his or her own distinctive 
way of walking? Have you ever tried to imitate someone else’s walk?

LISTENING
Listen to your family’s stories. Share a time you tried to walk like 
somebody else.

APPLICATION
Take a walk around your neighborhood or better yet, drive to a favor-
ite place and begin the family time there. Talk about how good God 
is to create the beauty we see in nature. Discuss how important it is to 
recognize God’s divine hand in every area of our lives, whether we’re 
making a decision or noticing what He has created.

PRAYER
Thank You, Lord, that You long to lead us every moment of every 
day. Help us to hear Your voice speaking to us and help us to obey 
Your Word and to walk in Your way.



WORSHIP
DAY 17
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 57:7 – My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast; I 
will sing and make music.

QUESTIONING
Can you think of a time when your actions gave away the condition 
of your heart? Was it good or bad?

LISTENING
Discern character qualities as each family member shares. Share your 
own experience how your heart’s attitude was revealed by your ac-
tions.

APPLICATION
Let each person cut out a heart-shaped piece of paper and write this 
scripture on it. Have them tape the scripture to the bathroom mirror 
or in their rooms as a reminder to fix their hearts on God. A fixed 
heart is a heart that is focused on the Lord. There is nothing that can 
pull it away from worshipping the Lord at all times. Sing a praise 
song together.

PRAYER
Lord God, make my heart like Yours. Fix my heart upon You as I 
confess all my sin to You. Make my heart free to worship You.



WORSHIP
DAY 18

SCRIPTURE
Hebrews 13:15 – Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to 
God a sacrifice of praise – the fruit of lips that confess His name.

QUESTIONING
What is a sacrifice? Have you ever given up something you really liked 
to someone else? How did you feel when you did it?

LISTENING
Be open to the simplest explanation. Share a time when you gave up 
something special for someone else.

APPLICATION
Have each person draw an IOU on a piece of paper shaped like a 
dollar. Have each one write out a chore and give it to someone else in 
the family to be redeemed at any time. Explain that these chores will 
be their sacrifices. The chore may begin as a sacrifice but will probably 
become a joy as they give. Worship can also begin as a sacrifice when 
we don’t feel like it. But true worship will end with joy. Sing a praise 
song together.

PRAYER
God, we offer a sacrifice of praise to You. We give thanks to You for 
Your love, protection and provision.



SHARING
DAY 19

The Good News
SCRIPTURE
John 3:16 – For God so loved the world that He gave His one and 
only Son that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.

QUESTIONING
What does it mean to perish? Do you know anyone who has per-
ished?

LISTENING
Let your family share remembrances of loved ones or friends who 
have died. Talk about the fact that those who trusted Jesus are now 
with Jesus. Be sensitive to those in your family who may not have 
asked Jesus to save them from their sins.

APPLICATION
Make a cross out of masking tape, two-yard sticks, or string, and 
place it on the floor with the horizontal line joining two pieces of pa-
per marked with the words “death” and “life.” Have family members 
stand on one side of the cross and walk across from “death” to “life.” 
Explain that God sent Jesus Christ to die on the cross for our sins so 
we could live eternally with our heavenly Father.



DAY 19 continued
PRAYER
If you sense the Holy Spirit drawing members of your family to Jesus, 
ask them if they want to cross over from “death” to “life.” Share the 
simple Gospel of Jesus with them and help them pray.

Here is how you can receive Christ:
1. Admit your need. (I am a sinner.) Romans 3:23
2. Be willing to turn from your sins (repent). Acts 2:38
3. Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the cross and rose 

from the grave. Hebrews 11:6
4. Then out of obedience to God’s command, follow Jesus’ 

example and be baptized (immersed) into Christ. Matthew 
28:18-20, Acts 2:38, Romans 6:1-5



STEWARDSHIP
DAY 20
SCRIPTURE
Luke 6:38 – Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into 
your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.

QUESTIONING
Can you remember a time when you surprised someone with a gift?

LISTENING
Enjoy sharing stories of surprise gift-giving.

APPLICATION
Place a large bowl in the middle of the kitchen table. Have each per-
son take a measuring cup and fill it with rice, beans, wheat or any-
thing you have. Let them fill the large bowl until it reaches the top, 
and then shake it down so they can continue to fill it again. Do this 
until it overflows onto the table. Explain that this bowl represents our 
lives and the overflow represents God’s generosity.

PRAYER
Lord, we recognize that we can never give more than You. Thank You 
for Your promise to bless us as we give generously to others.



TRUST 
DAY 21

SCRIPTURE
Proverbs 3:5-6 – Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He 
will make your paths straight.

QUESTIONING
What does it mean to trust in the Lord? How can we demonstrate 
trust in our daily lives? How can we acknowledge God in all we do?

LISTENING
Share stories of how God has blessed you when you’ve trusted Him. 
Listen to other stories of trust.

APPLICATION
Have each family member share what he or she is doing to learn to 
trust God. How might God straighten your path?

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, we want to learn to trust You more. Please help us 
to turn from our comfort zones and walk by faith.



NOTES



NOTES
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