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Get in gear this year!  

Ready to get on a 

GROWTH TRACK? 
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The vision for  
Place of Grace Campus is for all 

people to come to  
KNOW GOD and by His Son,  

Jesus Christ FIND FREEDOM,  
so that they can begin to  

DISCOVER PURPOSE and  
then MAKE A DIFFERENCE by 

declaring God’s love to our 
community and taking it to  

the whole world. 
 
 
 
 
 
But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be 
glory both now and forever. Amen.  

- 2 Peter 3:18 
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GETTING TO KNOW GOD PERSONALLY 
 
KNOW GOD-  
What does it take to know God?  
This will explain how you can personally 

begin a relationship with God, right now. 
 

What does it take to begin a relationship with God?  
Wait for a spiritual experience? Devote yourself to unselfish 
religious deeds? Become a better person so that God will accept 

you? NONE of these. God has made it very clear in the Bible how 
we can know Him. This will explain how you can personally begin a 

relationship with God, right now… 
 
Principle One: God loves you and offers a wonderful plan for your life. 
 
God created you. Not only that, he loves you so much that he wants you to know him now and 
spend eternity with him. Jesus said, "For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son so 
that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life."1 
 
Jesus came so that each of us could know and understand God in a personal way. Jesus 
alone can bring meaning and purpose to life.  
 
What keeps us from knowing God? 
 
Principle Two: All of us sin and our sin has separated us 
from God. 
 
We sense that separation, that distance from God because of our sin. 
The Bible tells us that “All of us like sheep have gone astray; each of us 
has turned to his own way.”2 
Deep down, our attitude may be one of active rebellion or passive 
indifference toward God and his ways, but it’s all evidence of what the 
Bible calls sin. The result of sin in our lives is death -- spiritual separation from God.3 Although 
we may try to get close to God through our own effort, we inevitably fail. There is a distance, a 
gap between us and God. The arrows show our efforts to reach God...doing good for others, 
religious rituals, trying to be a good person, etc. But the problem is that none of these good 
efforts actually cover up our sin or remove it. 
 
Our sin is known by God and stands as a barrier between us and God. Further, the Bible says 
that the penalty for sin is death. We would be eternally separated from God. 
Except…for what God did for us. 

So, how can we have a relationship with God? … 
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Principle Three: Jesus Christ paid the penalty for our sin for us. He now 
offers us complete forgiveness and a close relationship with him. 
 
Jesus Christ took all of our sins, suffered and paid for them with his life on the cross. Jesus 
died for us, in our place. He did this out of his tremendous love for us. “…he saved us, not 
because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.”4 Because of Jesus’ 
death on the cross, our sin doesn’t have to separate us from God any longer. 
 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.”5 
 
Jesus not only died for our sin, but after this death on the cross, he 
physically came back to life three days later, just as he said he 
would. This was final proof that everything Jesus said about himself 
was true. To know him was to know God; to love him was to love 
God. “I and the Father are one.”6 
 
Jesus said he could answer prayer, forgive sin, judge the world, give 
us eternal life. His countless miracles supported his words. Jesus 
was clear, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one can come to 
the Father except through me.”7 Instead of trying to reach God, he 
tells us how we can begin a relationship with him right now. Jesus 
says, “Come to me.” “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink...out of his heart will flow 
rivers of living water.”8 
It was Jesus’ love for us that caused him to endure the cross. And he now invites us to come 
to him, that we might begin a personal relationship with God. 
 
Just knowing what Jesus has done for us and what he is offering us is not enough. To have a 
relationship with God, we need to welcome him into our life… 
 
Principle Four: We must individually accept Jesus Christ as Savior and 
Lord. 
 
The Bible says, “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God.”9 We accept Jesus by faith. The Bible says, “God saved you 
by his special favor when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. 
Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about 
it.”10 Accepting Jesus means believing that Jesus is the Son of God, then inviting him to guide 
and direct our lives.11 Jesus said, “I came that you might have life, and have it more 
abundantly.”12 
 
And here is Jesus’ invitation. He said, “I’m standing at the door and I’m knocking. If anyone 
hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in.”13 
 

How will you respond to God’s invitation? 
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Consider these two circles: 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Be honest… 

Which circle best represents your life? 

Which circle would you like to have represent your life? 

  
Begin a relationship with Jesus… 

  
You can receive Christ right now. Remember that Jesus says, “I’m standing at the door and 
I’m knocking. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in.”14  
 

Would you like to respond to his invitation?   
 
 

 
Self-Directed Life 

 Self is on the throne 

 Jesus is outside the life 

 Separated from God, life can 
often result in discord and 
frustration 

 

Christ-Directed Life  Jesus is in the life and on the 
throne 

 Self has a relationship with 
God 

 The person experiences God’s 
love, guidance and help in life 
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Here’s how. 
 
The precise words you use to commit yourself to God are not important. He knows the 
intentions of your heart. If you are unsure of what to pray, this might help you put it into words: 
“Jesus, I want to know you. I want you to come into my life. Thank you for dying on the cross 
for my sin so that I could be fully accepted by you. Only you can give me the power to change 
and become the person you created me to be. Thank you for forgiving me and giving me 
eternal life. I give my life to you. Please do with it as you wish. Amen.” 
If you sincerely asked Jesus into your life just now, then he has come into your life as he 
promised. You have begun a personal relationship with God! 
 
Footnotes:  
(1) John 3:16  
(2) Isaiah 53:6  
(3) Romans 6:23  
(4) Titus 3:5  
(5) John 3:16  
(6) John 10:30  
(7) John 14:6  
(8) John 7:37,38  
(9) John 1:12  
(10) Ephesians 2:8,9  
(11) John 3:1-8  
(12) John 10:10  
(13) Revelation 3:20  
(14) Revelation 3:20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Credit for this article https://www.everystudent.com/features/know-God.html 
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FREEDOM COMES FROM FAITH 
 
In the “land of the free,” we often confuse 
the true nature of freedom. For many of us, 
freedom has become synonymous with 

personal independence — the ability to make 
our own decisions and choose our own path in 
life, to do whatever we want, whenever we 

want. It’s what I call “outside freedom.” 

But this is not the freedom that Jesus promised us. When Jesus 
revealed himself as the Messiah, He said that He had come to Earth 

to “proclaim freedom” (Luke 4:18). And on another occasion, He said, “If the Son sets 
you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:36). 

Jesus was not setting us free to do whatever we wanted; He was freeing us to do what we 
ought to do. He was liberating us to walk in relationship with God and to be the kind of people 
He created us to be.  

This spiritual freedom is what I call “inside freedom” — the ability to obey God and 
choose His will for our lives. 

And this is the freedom that sin had long denied us. 

Jesus shocked the Pharisees, the spiritual leaders of His day, when He stated, “I tell you the 
truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin” (John 8:34). Jesus was asserting that we are all 
under the power and control of a natural tendency to sin; we can’t get away from it by 
ourselves. 

Sin brings a penalty that, by ourselves, we can’t escape either. The Bible says, “The wages of 
sin is death” (Romans 6:23). 

 

How do we find freedom from the penalty and power of sin?  
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That comes through accepting Jesus Christ’s death on the Cross as the payment for our sin. 
As we submit to Christ, sin loses its power — Christ’s power takes over. As we choose to trust 
and follow Him, our sinful habits, thoughts and attitudes lose their control. Guilt disappears, 
and peace of mind dominates. Right habits become the norm.  

That’s freedom — true freedom! 

The following activities and discussions are designed to help you toward a biblical 
understanding of freedom. As you explore this important topic, may you find joy in the freedom 
that comes from Christ. 
 
Key Points 

 Freedom is not the right to do what we want, but the ability to do what we ought. 

 Without Christ, we are slaves to sin, unable to do what is right. 

 Christ’s death on the Cross set us free from the penalty and power of sin 

 Memory Verse John 8:36 “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
Scripture Study 

For a more in-depth look at freedom in Christ, read these Bible passages: 

 John 8:31-36 

 Romans 6:11-23 

 Romans 7:14-25 

 Galatians 3:23-4:7 

 Galatians 5:13-14 

 

 

Credit for this article https://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/freedom-in-christ/ 
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YOU WERE BORN FOR A PURPOSE 

 
Have you ever considered your talents 
and gifts? You can ask yourself, “What’s 
the one thing that I do better than most 

other people?” This can be a clue you to 
your God-given purpose. 

 
Do you get a kick out of soccer? Are you a strategic thinker? 

A great listener? Can you motivate others to action with your 
words? Are you skilled at building things? We suggest making 
a list of the things and activities that interest you in which you 
excel. The gifts God gives us are like little seeds planted 

inside us, but for them to grow we have to use them. This means 
that if you cannot identify which “Gift Seeds” God has given you, try doing new things 
that interest you.  

 
Through these new experiences, God will reveal more to you about who you are and 
how He has called you to serve Him. 
 
If someone asked you what makes you angry, joyful, excited, or passionate, what would you 
say? Take note of when your emotions are moved; these times can be a sign of your God-
given purpose. 
 
Get fired up about the godless condition of the world! When you hear about little children being 
abused, get angry. When someone tells a story about loyal love, be deeply moved. An 
exquisite arrangement of words on a page can fill the heart with passion. A story of someone’s 
heartbreak grieves us all. Talking about Christ stirs us up. When coupled with our talents, 
these passions point in the direction of a purpose, a written and spoken communication about 
things that deeply impact us, on a spiritual and emotional level. 
 
Pray. Ask God to show you the things that move you and then make a list.  
 
And remember, He wants you to discover His purpose for you more than you do. 
 
Lastly, consider that your purpose is not just about you; it is about what God wants to do 
through you. Therefore, if you ignore or neglect your dissatisfaction, what others say about 
you, your gifts and your passions, you are not only betraying yourself, but betraying God; 
because He has called you to a purpose and wants you to walk in it — for others and for your 
own joy. 
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Also consider that God has called you.  
 
He is completely able to reveal your purpose to you, and He will as you diligently seek Him.   
 
Hebrews 11:6 states, But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him." Anyone who 
wants to come to him must believe that God exists and that he rewards those who sincerely 
seek him. 
 
Credit for this article   
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/faith/discovering-your-god-given-purpose/ 
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HOW YOU WERE CREATED:  

DISCOVER YOUR GOD- GIVEN SPIRITUAL 
GIFTS 

Spiritual Gifts Assessment Tool: Discover 
Your God-Given Spiritual Gifts 

Credit to LifeWay.com   

 

 

Use these tools to help you to understand how God has gifted you. 

Use these tools to help you to understand where you are spiritually and how God has gifted 
you. As a church leader you can empower the people in your church to serve with their gifts 
and encourage them in their spiritual growth. 

Spiritual Gifts Assessment Tools (see Appendix A,B, and C) 

1. Spiritual Gifts Survey (Discovery Tool)  
2. Spiritual Gifts List (List of Gifts and Scripture References) 
3. Where do you feel God leading you to serve Him? (Discovery Tool) 

God invites us to "give our spiritual gifts away" through service. Here are some ways to 
encourage people in your church to serve using their spiritual gifts. 

What the Bible Says about Spiritual Gifts 

Here are a few verses to get you thinking about what you need to reinforce (Paul's basic 
description of a spiritual gift can be found in 1 Corinthians 12:4-11): 

Each believer is given at least one gift. (1 Corinthians 12:7) 

The Holy Spirit determines who receives which gifts. (1 Corinthians 12:11) 

Each gift is equally valuable. (1 Corinthians 12:21-26) 

We are to use our gifts to serve others for the benefit of the body. (Romans 12:6-8; Ephesians 
4:12) 

We are commanded to use our gifts. (1 Peter 4:10) 

Exercising our gifts will help us develop spiritual maturity. (Ephesians 4:13) 
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Pray for Revelation 

God will reveal our gifts through His Holy Spirit. Believers should pray and study what God 
says about gifts in His Word. We should also remember God uses other believers to affirm our 
gift. Sometimes God may also use spiritual gift assessment tools to reveal His gifts. 

 

Match Gifts with Ministry Opportunities 

Once gifts are discovered, the next step is to take action on that discovery. Here is an example 
of a way to match interests and gifts with ministry opportunities. 
 

Spiritual Growth 

Your spiritual journey as a follower of Christ began the moment you admitted personal sin and 
placed your trust in Christ as Savior and Lord. From that point, until death or the return of 
Christ, your life’s call is to grow in Christ-likeness. 

God expects His children to grow spiritually and His Word encourages personal examination 
as an element of growth. 

The assessment helps you think carefully about your spiritual development related to six 
specific spiritual disciplines; abiding in Christ, living in the Word, praying in faith, fellow-
shipping with believers, witnessing to the world, ministering to others. 
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WHERE THE RUBBER MEETS THE ROAD 

Church is more than a social event. It is a 
place for the body of believers to learn and 
thrive. For many the Sunday service are the 
extent of their interaction with fellow 

believers. But the church does not exist just 
to pour into us.  

 
A growing faith requires action, that means pouring 
into others. Serving is the Christ followers’ ultimate reward. It is 

where the “rubber meets the road” and our faith – turns into action! 
 
1. Serving puts feet to your faith. 
 
The apostle Paul advised the Galatian church to express the freedom of faith through service, 
saying: But don’t use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your freedom to 
serve one another in love. (Galatians 5:13) 
Christ has brought us a beautiful freedom: the freedom to walk with God! Before Christ, we 
couldn’t commune with the Lord—we were impure. Now that we can walk with Him, we have a 
choice: use our freedom to go back to our old ways or serve one another. 
 
Service is an expression of true faith. If we say we love Christ, but refuse to actively love 
our fellow Christ-followers, what do we think faith is about? Jesus Himself made a point of 
serving humanity everywhere He went—even to the point of death. Our “death” is far less than 
what He experienced. It is the awkwardness of learning something new, the uncomfortable 
adjustment to our schedule or the inconvenience of staying late. But that’s what love is: a 
sacrifice. 
 
2. Serving connects you with others. 
 
Serving your church connects you with fellow believers. If you attend a large church, it 
can be hard to meet people outside your immediate circle. Serving is a great way to find 
people you may otherwise never meet during or after the service. 
 
At Place of Grace Campus there are hundreds of ways to get involved and our mission 
never stops! Working out your faith by serving will introduce you to wonderful men and women 
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of God who will minister back to you in lasting ways. You never know who you’ll meet when 
you choose to serve! 
 
3. Serving cultivates humility and love. 
 
Finally, service is a reflection of God’s heart. From the beginning, God has been humbly 
and lovingly serving humanity: providing for our needs, bearing with our sinfulness and making 
a way for us to know Him. When we think we’re too good for service—or too busy, a more 
common excuse—we’re saying we won’t do something that God Himself does for us every 
day. Yikes! 
 
You don’t have to have amazing skills to serve. You just need to be willing. But you do 
have a gifting—all of us do—serving is your opportunity to share it with fellow believers. 
If you’re not already serving, start seeking an opportunity to make a difference in the world 
today. Leave an imprint where you are and you’ll see God make an impact on your heart. 
 
Credit for this article  
https://www.projectinspired.com/why -you-should-be-serving-your-church/ 

guides you to discover your redemptive purpose and live the life God created 
for you. Growth Track is made up of four steps that equip you to  


