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ear brothers and sisters in Christ,

It is that time of year again. We barely finish the holidays
and it’s time for….Superbowl Sunday! Sorry, I meant the
Annual Parish meeting! Wait, they’re on the same day!
No matter. We’ll be done long before the kickoff.
The annual Parish Meeting of the Church of St. Clement
will be held on Sunday, February 5th, at 10 a.m. between
the services. The agenda includes passing the budget for
the year, and electing three new vestry members for a
three-year term. Breakfast will be served, and all are welcome, whether you are a voting member or not. Please
note that the second service will start at 11 a.m.
I would like to thank those who are finishing their terms
on the vestry: Leslie Jones, Lyn McKinley, Ken Morrow and
John Skidmore. (Ken is eligible to serve again because he
was filling an unexpired term.)
Candidates for Vestry
Those nominated for the vestry are as follows: Shane
Carpenter, Mike Hicks, Ken Morrow, Robyn Pelking, Andy
Quintana, Richard Roman and Don Ward. Don Ward and
Ken Morrow have served on the vestry previously, and
the rest have not served on the vestry before. At least
two of the candidates must not have served previously.
George Wayne and Rob Hoover are stepping down as
wardens, but will remain on the vestry for one more year.
Rachel Degenhart Retiring
Last Sunday we announced that our amazing Rachel
Degenhart, Director of Children’s and Family ministries,
will be retiring as soon as we find a new person to fill that
position. Rachel and her family have served faithfully for
over ten years at St. Clements. They have not only ministered to thousands of children and their families through
Sunday school, VBS, retreats and family events, but
have also offered courses, mentored families, shared
their heart for prayer, and introduced the next generation
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to the Father heart of God. She will be greatly
missed. Rachel will continue until we hire a new Director
of Children and Family ministries. Please mark your calendar for a retirement party on February 19th following
the 10:45 service
Revisioning the 10:45 A.M. Service
One of my primary spiritual roles as rector is to be
responsible for our church’s worship. For some time, I
have been praying about how to make our 10:45 worship
service more participative and spontaneous. That fact
is we are not required to do everything exactly a certain
way. We are given flexibility within the liturgy. This year,
I would like to try some new ways of doing things within
the framework of the Anglican liturgy. May we open our
hearts to the Lord in some new ways as we worship Him
through the Holy Spirit.
2016 Financial Report
YTD Acutal

YTD Budget

Variance

Income $1,747,032

$1,808,374

($61,342)

Expenses $1,752,649
Net
($ 5,617)

$1,808,374
$
-

($55,725)
($ 5,617)

We ended the year with a deficit of $ 5,617, which is
significantly less than last year. However, our budget for
2017 had to be increased by about $80,000, due to the
cost of insurance, salaries, etc. We have not increased
our budget at all for ten years, and we simply could not
hold off any longer. Please consider increasing your
financial support this year as we continue to serve God
faithfully.
In our Lord Jesus Christ,

The Rev. William C. Cobb, D. Min.

The Church of St. Clement is blessed with many ministries that continue to bear fruit for the kingdom, thank you for
allowing us to serve the local community and beyond! Here are a few updates from the St. Clement Ministries:

A WORD FROM THE CHILDREN’S MINISTRY AND CHRISTIAN ED DIRECTOR
What does it mean to “trust the Lord”? Christians sometimes
say, “God is the pilot, I am the co-pilot.” Do we really mean it?
Do we really mean that we trust in God’s goodness, provisions,
plans, etc? Sometimes life gives us opportunities to see just
how much we actually really do trust God. These are times
to have an honest conversation with ourselves and step into
greater trust in those areas that we have become self-protective
of. 2017 is a year that brings with it an invitation to walk with
Jesus in every aspect of our lives. What am I talking about? A
personal example: When I said “yes” to Jesus I started on a
spiritual journey that has taken me to places I wouldn’t ever have
considered. He has also invited me to let go of mindsets that I
had that actually limited me. One such mindset that I had was
that “Anglicans must be like Roman Catholics and so probably
are not “real” Christians.” When God brought our family to St
Clement’s about 13 years ago it was a wonderful culture shock!
The spiritual journey of realizing that God has “all kinds of kids”
was so freeing. To realize that He was smiling on the service
and the liturgy, that He doesn’t have “only one right way to
worship” and that He loves and celebrates us for seeking Him,
not for following a certain protocol, was, for me, recognizing the
bride of Christ. I began to realize that Jesus is returning, not for
a “patch work quilt” of a bride but a beautiful complete, whole
and radiant bride. I also realized that the bride of Christ is the
Church – not A church but THE church. To be able to celebrate
differences, to value brothers and sisters because of who HE is
not because of who they are is, I believe, part of what Romans
12:2 is talking about when it says, “being transformed by the
renewing of the mind.” How are we to renew our mind if our
mindsets and way of seeing life is not challenged? Anyway, back

to my personal example of what it means to trust the Lord fully.
After 13 years of growth and service and relationship, the Lord
has spoken to me that my time of ministry, as I know it, at St
Clement’s is at its end. (In plain English, I am stepping down as
Christian Ed Director.) The trust part comes when all rational
thought screams differently, when the “fear of the unknown”
says “stay here where it is warm and comfortable and you are
known and loved.” But, “2017 is a year that brings with it an
initiation to walk with Jesus in every aspect of our lives” so…
I must say “yes” to Him. I dare not say, “I want to plateau off
here and not grow anymore. If I had said that 13 years ago,
I would have missed out on St Clement’s. I would have missed
out on everything that He had in store for me. The Apostle
Pauls says that we go “from glory to glory.” I believe that we
do, unless we say “no”. I cannot say “No” to the lover of my
soul, to Him that paid it all for me. I would like to take a moment
to say how much I’ve loved knowing and loving on the families
of our church. I’ve been so blessed, please know how hard this
decision has been. I am marked forever by my time here and
I am sad to leave. So in the words of Paul in Ephesians 3: 20,
21, “ Now to Him who is able to do superabundantly
more than all that we dare
ask or think, accord
ing to His power that
is at work within us,
to Him be the glo
ry in the church and
in
Christ Jesus throughout
all
generations forever and
ever.
Amen.”

THANK YOU RACHEL FOR ALLWAYS GIVING STRAIGHT FROM YOUR HEART!

LIBRARY NEWS:

Many times, during the Christmas season, we are too busy to read. And many times, we hear the question,
“Why can’t people carry the Christmas spirit throughout the year.” Your library has the answers! We have an
extensive collection of excellent resources for Christmas. Advent devotions which will enrich your spiritual
life any time of the year, preparing your heart for the coming Lord. Touching, inspiring, and heart-warming
novels. Collections of short stories. Even Advent activities for the family, and cookbooks. Why wait until next
December? Enjoy these excellent resources NOW. You’ll be glad you did! Your dedicated library volunteers: Pat
Garven, Margaret Meyer, Moni Ward, Geneva Williams, and Anne Walker.
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Greetings from the PARISH SCHOOL –
It is a very busy and active time at school this month. It is re-enrollment time and admissions season. We have a wonderful and
dedicated Admissions Director, Allison Morgades, and she does a great job, but “selling” our school is not her job alone. YOU, as
members of the parish, are some of the school’s greatest marketing tools. It is our own families, and church members who can
best tell our story. Talking with your co-workers, friends, family, neighbors, etc. about the experience our students have at St. Clement’s is the best way to attract new students to our fabulous school. We have terrific students and families here at the school and it
is your friends, who are like you, that we want to attract to St. Clement’s.
Just a subtle, “Have you thought about sending your kids to St. Clement’s? We love it!”, may be the nudge they need. We have so
many great things to be proud of here at St. Clement’s! So, shout it from the mountaintop! Talk it up, and let’s be the talk of the
town!
Highlights from around the school this month include our All-Region Choir preformed, our 8th grade Orchestra students took advantage of our downtown location and took a little trip to hear a world class cellist, Zuill Bailey, perform live ( and he in turn visited
our orchestra classes!), the 7th grade has their Outdoor Education trip to Big Bend this month, and…if you haven’t visited our
website lately, please do, as well as our facebook page. We have posted some great videos and pictures!
May God continue to bless our students and our school!
Rick Betts, Head of School
Hello St. Clement’s!
I am so excited to tell you all that our annual Spring
Break Outreach is approaching! The dates for this outreach are
March 12-18th! This week is always so incredible in the lives of
our group. We continuously see amazing works that the Lord
pours out over the hearts of those in attendance. We have seen
healing, encounters and acknowledgement of God being their
Lord and Savior. One of the unique things about this event is
how it gives us an opportunity to learn what it means to serve
the Lord and to do that in different ways throughout the entirety
of the week.
Every day we go to a different outreach with different
groups. Last year we spent one afternoon working at a farm
and another day we spent doing crafts with some ladies at the
women’s shelter. The outreaches are all different and really
challenge those in attendance to put all they have into what they
are doing. In the evening we receive a teaching, usually from the
director of Kings Kids at El Paso. These messages confront a lot
of things in the hearts of the students there and make them see
things that they have been avoiding in their lives, they are then
given an opportunity to give those things back to the Lord and
nail it to the cross. Please join us in prayer as we prep for this
event. Our hope is to see every single student who is able (12
yrs and up) to go, at this event.
Blessings,

YOUTH MINISTRY TEAM

P.S: Any questions?
Contact Kristie Shinn at
(443) 235-1861 or
at krisitna.shinn@yahoo.com

God Meeting Us Where We Are, 2000 miles from Home

BORDER FELLOWS

As a Fellow, we are called to different parts of America. After
undergrad, we are given the option to do something according
to our major or something we’ve always been passionate about.
While it never works out the way we think it will, the four of us
Border Fellows have been blessed with an opportunity of a
lifetime, working as missionaries on the Border of El Paso and
Mexico during a crucial time in history. We’ve completed almost
half of our year here in El Paso, and have been grateful for the
love shown to us from the Ciudad Nueva and St. Clement’s family. Growing up in church and being a part of Campus Crusade
for Christ in undergrad, I have known ministry for a long time,
though I am not sure if I have ever met such servants, prayer
warriors, and inspirational people as the ones in this community.
I don’t believe any of us expected the amount of love we get
just walking into work every morning or walking into church.
Being a part of the God’s Eternal Praise Band with Pastor Rick
Million and the Youngish Adult Bible Study has given me ways to
be a part of and serve in the church, which I thought would be
difficult since this is such a short term fellowship. Working with
the middle and high school students has been an adventure
as well, but it is an adventure I am excited to continue! I ask
that you all continue to pray for our Border Fellows year as we
continue to minister to the children and teens we work with, continue raising support, and trust God in every part of our lives!
In Christ,
Keisha Branch
Border Fellow

FEBRUARY 2017- THE ANCHOR-PAGE 3

We are glad to be back in programs. The kids had wonderful
breaks as did we, but having
the kids around is fantastic!
This month we are looking forward to new classes for middle
school students, a new semester of Young Life and Catalyst
for our high school students and a new semester focused on
Gentleness for our Launch Pad students.
Last month our high school students helped with the first group
of refugees that stayed at the YAC. They had a wonderful time
and were a huge help. They connected with kids and families
and cared for the kids, played with the kids and encouraged
the kids. We are looking forward to helping again with future
groups.
We also have some exciting new programs, that will start this
spring. We are starting a Food co-op. Families will be able

REFUGEE MINISTRY UPDATE

The first weekend of January we opened
our doors to 39 Central American refugees.
Every week, hundreds of South and Central
American refugees are being processed
and released at the Border in El Paso.
Many are single parents with children or
families who have fled their homes for
safety. We asked a 4 year-old Honduran
boy, “What is it like where you live?” His
response was not, “It is pretty,” or “I have
lots of friends,” he matter-of-factly replied,
“If you don’t pay your taxes they kill you.”
This is not the government he was talking
about either. Taxes are paid to drug lords
to live and stay alive. Another family we
hosted were forced out by the local gangs
and told, “If you try to return to your home
you will be shot.” Another family had been
on the run for four months; the pregnant
mother lost her baby along the journey,
and she wasn’t expected to live … but
by God’s grace a doctor stumbled upon
her, treated her, and she ended up on our
doorstep.
All of our new friends were given clean
clothes (most only have the clothes on
their backs which have been worn for
weeks), a bag of toiletries and a hot
shower. All of the families were fed and
we began making travel arrangements
with their families and friends all across
the country. Each had a cot to sleep on
and a pillow on which to lie his or her
head. Within 72 hours, every one of our
guests had confirmed destinations and
on their way. One of the most amazing
were things I witnessed was the change
in their faces. When they arrived, they

to come together to learn and discuss a topic they choose.
Then the moms and dads will organize and separate the food
together and everyone will leave with a bag of food to help their
families.
We are also looking forward to empowering woman to be
advocates for their communities. We want to train women with
knowledge of the resources that are available in our city to help
with many needs. We hope these community connectors will be
able to help their neighbors as they learn about needs.
Another new project we are looking forward to is the opening of
our Legal Clinic. This center would have staff who can answer
immigration-related questions, file paperwork, and help families
navigate the legal process. We will also host informational sessions to help educate families who are in need of immigration
legal services.

did not know where they were and they
looked frightened and hesitant. The first
thing we explained was that we are not the
government, but we are simply Christians
who want to help them. Throughout the
weekend, we had numerous devotionals
and many families received prayer. As they
departed, they looked completely different.
They had smiles, they hugged us, and they
left with hope in their eyes. It truly was inspiring to see our volunteers responding to
Jesus’ axiom, “Truly I tell you, whatever you
did for one of the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did for me.”
I am not sure whose lives were changed
more … those we helped, or us here at
Saint Clements. We have had members
who were adamantly opposed to the
church helping, moved to speak up that
we need to be doing more. Many of our
Ciudad Nueva kids (whom we serve in after
school programs) volunteered alongside
our members, witnessing that Christ’s body
has no distinctions of rich, poor, powerful,
weak, nor race or color. Another volunteer
shared that she was opposed to letting
“these” people through the border. But
a week later she was bringing in bags of
clothes after, to quote her, “The Holy Spirit
punched me in the chest when you said,
‘God does not see borders. He sees his
precious children who are in need … and
He wants His Church to respond.’” As for
me, I cannot explain how moved I was to
see and experience the ecumenical efforts
of our downtown churches. The baptist
church down the street helped by giving
the diaper sizes we were missing. One
Catholic church not only delivered the cots,
but they carried them in and helped set

them up. We called another Catholic church
and they responded, “Come on over and
let’s see what we can do.” They filled the
back of a pickup with supplies and gave us
100 pre-made sandwiches to send with the
refugees on their travels. That’s the amazing thing about the Grace of Jesus Christ.
Sometimes the Holy Spirit moves and tertiary issues can be placed to the side for
a time … liberal churches, conservative
churches, and multiple denominations can
work together in service for the Kingdom
of God. I wonder if, in these moments,
when together we become the hands, feet,
and mouth of Jesus Christ, God does not
smile down upon us thinking, “Ahhh, there
is my Church.”

This will be a monthly endeavor and we
need your help! Please prayerfully consider if you can help in ANY way! You can
contact Riley Stephens at rileystephens@
me.com or 915-5125-9100 for our current
donation needs (they are constantly
changing depending on what we receive).
And please, contact me if you have questions.There are simply too many details to
cover in a short article.
Blessed to serve,
-Travis+
Associate - The Church of Saint Clement
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2017 VESTRY NOMINATIONS
Mike Hicks states: “I love Jesus and I love my family and friends. If I get elected to the Vestry, please pray for me”.
Shane Carpenter would love the opportunity to be a member of the vestry. He has been a member at St. Clements for 2
years. He states the following “I realize I do not have as many years of service at St. Clements that
other nominees do, however, I have been praying about this ever since it was brought to me several
weeks ago. Although I have wrestled with the decision, my heart calls me to it. I understand that this decision would
derive from a place of faith and prayer (a leap of faith, so to say). I can assure you I will seek this opportunity with fresh
eyes and new ideas through prayer and compassion for our Church that I have grown to love through Christ. I am able to
bring my many years of leadership, mentorship, budgeting and motivational speaking that I feel the Lord had entrusted
in me many years ago. I believe that all of these qualities are my spiritual gifts in the effort to serve Him in that capacity.
As I continue to strengthen my spiritual walk with the Lord I will seek to serve Him as He wills to the glory of His name.
May God bless you all in your decisions and may His will shine through for you with no hesitation or doubt”.
Ken Morrow has been an active member of St. Clements since 1979. His wife Brenda and him were married at St.
Clement in 1981.He served as youth director in the early 80s, a time in which he was also active with Faith Alive and
Cursillo teams. He has previously served on the vestry in the early 1990s and twice as Junior Warden. between his two
vestry terms he was Church treasurer for three years. Brenda and Ken were heads of an extended family and house
church. Since his retirement in 2012, he has been a member of the Mission Board, and is currently active with the
Invisible church.
Growing up as one of the millennial generation, Robyn Pelking found quickly that being a Christian in this society is not an easy task. Like anyone
else, she has faced challenges in her faith, but these have only made her stronger. Robyn has been a member of the
Church of St. Clement for her entire life (28 years) and is lucky enough to have had the support of the St. Clement’s
community. Thanks in large part to her family’s involvement in ministry, Robyn learned from a young age what it means to
serve God in His church. From participating in activities, like Children’s Choir, VBS, Christmas pageants, and Youth group,
to being a leader of them, she has seen God move in the hearts and lives of young people. She continues to work with
children during the summer and Advent seasons, and uses her gifts of music to worship every week with our praise
band. Robyn sees every day as a new opportunity to commit her life to Christ. She has grown to realize that being a
Christian means sharing the Good News and love of Christ with others, however God asks. Being on the vestry would be
a new way to serve in the church that has become so much a part of her life.
Andy Quintana was born and raised in El Paso. He is married to Sarah and they have two daughters, Claire and
Candace. Andy has known the Lord from a young age, but the kick start to his personal relationship with Jesus was
at his first Men’s Retreat. This was about 7 years ago and the men that attended were new acquaintances to him,
and have since become good friends and brothers in Christ. Andy loves the Lord and loves to serve where he is led.
He currently helps organize and facilitate the Men of Christ meetings and retreat. He also has been helping prepare
breakfast for the congregation for the last two years, and enjoys seeing the smiles of his church family. Andy sees the
opportunity to serve on the vestry as a privilege and blessing from God. Andy and Sarah have attended the Church of
St. Clement as a family for about 7 years.
Richard Roman has been a member of the Church of St. Clement since his marriage in 1999. Him and his beautiful wife, Angelique, are blessed
with two wonderful children, Gaby (14 years) and Matthew (12 years). The Good News of Jesus Christ has been present
throughout his life, and he is eternally thankful to my parents for this. Richard, finally understand that being a Christian
is not easy...nor is it meant to be easy. Rather, it requires effort, conscience sacrifice, patience and commitment towards
the way one chooses to live life. Knowing that he is a Christian provides him the grace and comfort to accept that peace
and joy are from God as he strive to live the way He wants me to live - and through prayer. As a private practice attorney,
he also strive to incorporate these guiding principles in his work. He take pride in knowing that he assist “the last, the
lost, the least and forgotten” in society in civil and criminal matters. Service to the public is important to him, so he has
dedicated time to serve as an appointed state district court judge and on many public commissions and boards. He has
a bachelor’s degree in anthropology and received a law degree from Texas Southern-Thurgood Marshall School of Law,
Houston, Texas.
Don Ward and his wife Linda have been truly blessed since becoming members of The Church of St. Clement at Pentecost in 2010. Since then they have observed the presence of the Holy Spirit working in the lives of the congregation and
in themselves. In turn, they have been anxious to serve the Lord in many and different ways and to answer God’s call
whenever He speaks. Don believes that serving on the Prayer team, being a greeter, attending Alpha, an Anchor Group
and participating in various Bible studies, as well as serving on the Vision Committee, has brought him closer to the
congrgations and to our God and Lord Jesus Christ. He has previously served on the Vestry in February 2012 through
January 2015, and served as Jr. Warden from February 2013 until January 2015. He is a retired El Paso Homebuilder
and is presently semi-retired as a construction and land development fee inspector. Linda and Don have additionally been
blessed with a combined four children, eight grandchildren and in August it will be nine!
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The current series of GriefShare 3.0 will conclude on
February 1. Our social week will be celebrated at The Mustard
Seed Café on February 15 at 12:30. All current and alumni attendees are invited. This is a time of fellowship and renewal, plus
The Mustard Seed has great food.. A new series GriefShare 2.0
will begin on February 15 and continue until May 10.

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
FEBRUARY 5TH 2017
10:00 AM
(2nd service will begin at 11:00 AM)

DAUGHTERS OF THE HOLY CROSS

will meet on Saturday, February 18.
Morning Prayer begins at 9:00 a.m. in McKee Chapel, program
and business meeting will begin at 9:30 in the Mayfield Room.
All St. Clement women are welcome.

CLEMS & CLEMENTINES

3rd Monday February 20, 2017 in the Mayfield Room
Dorothy Ann Leach & Jacquelyn Spier will reveal
spiritual elements of their poetry in as is.
10:30 Communion by Fr Ron Thomson
11:00 Speakers
11:45 Lunch by Karen Wright

VESTRY SCHEDULE
MEN OF CHRIST

will met at the home of Bruce Meyer
813 Forest Willow Circle, 79922.
von February 24th.
For more info contact Andy Quintana

February 14, 5:30
Vestry Prayer
February 21, 12:00
FInance Committee Meeting
February 28, 5:30
Vestry Business Meeting
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february 2017

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1
ESC
9:00 Women Bible
Study- Entrusted
1:30- GriefShare
6:30- Youth Group

8:30 am- Traditional

5

PARISH MEETING 10 AM

6

ESC

10:45-Rey de Paz
11:30 Missionary
SpanishService
Luncheon Meeting
10:30 MS YouthGroup
11 am- Contemporary
w/ Nursery & Children 5:30 Ladie’s Bible
Study
12:15 pm Youth Lunch
12
13
8:30 am- Traditional
ESC
10:45-Rey de Paz
5:30 Ladie’s Bible
SpanishService
10:30 MS YouthGroup Study
ANCHOR
10:45 am- ContemDEADLINE
porary w/ Nursery &
Children
12:15 pm Youth Lunch

Women’s Retrea

19
8:30 am- Traditional
10:45-Rey de Paz
SpanishService
Rachel Degenhart
retirement party
10:30 MS YouthGroup
10:45 am- Contemporary w/ Nursery &
Children
12:15 pm Youth
Lunch
26
8:30 am- Traditional
10:45-Rey de Paz
SpanishService
10:30 MS YouthGroup
10:45 am- Contemporary w/ Nursery &
Children
12:15 pm Youth
Lunch

20

ESC
10:30 Clems and
Clementines

5:30 Ladie’s Bible
Study

ESC
Mission Board
Meeting

27

5:30 Ladie’s Bible
Study

7
9:00-Staff Meeting
11:00- Prayer &
Fasting
12 Invisible Church
12- Al Anon
6:00- Praise Band
Stephen Ministry
14

VALENTINES DAY
9:00-Staff Meeting
11:00- Prayer &
Fasting
12- Al Anon
5:30 Vestry Prayer
6:00- Praise Band
7:00 Stamp CLub

21
9:00-Staff Meeting
11:00- Prayer &
Fasting
12- Al Anon
12- Finance Committee Meeting
6:00- Praise Band

12-Praise band
12- Bill’s Bible
Study

Friday

2

6:00 YOUNGISH
ADULTS
7:30 Choir Practice

9:00 Border
Fellows

Saturday
3

Holy Chow 6:30 at
the Collins’ home

4

5:00- Worship
Service

8
9
10
11
ESC
9:00 Border
9:00 Women Bible
Fellows
Study- Entrusted
12-Praise Band
6:30- Youth Group
Women’s Retreat
5:00- Worship
6:00 YOUNGISH
Service
ADULTS
Women’s Retreat
7:30 Choir Practice
15

ESC
9:00 Women Bible
Study
12:30 - GriefShare
Social Celebration
6:30- Youth Group

12-Praise band
12- Bill’s Bible
Study

9:00 Border
Fellows

17

5:00- Worship
Service

23
12-Praise Band
6:00 YOUNGISH
ADULTS
7:30 Choir Practice

28
9:00-Staff Meeting
11:00- Prayer &
Fasting
12- Al Anon
5:30- Vestry Business Meeting
6:00- Praise Band
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18
9 Daughters of the
Holy Cross

6:00 YOUNGISH
ADULTS
7:30 Choir Practice

22

ESC
9:00 Women Bible
Study
1:30- GriefShare
6:30- Youth Group

16

24
9:00 Border
Fellows

Men of Christ

25
5:00- Worship
Service
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