
 

Introduction 

When the risen Jesus came upon two of his followers on the road to Emmaus, they did not recognize him at first.  

As they walked, Luke 24:27 tells us that “beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all 

the Scriptures the things concerning himself.” 

All of Scripture speaks to God’s plan of redemption through Jesus.  

Advent is a time where we read many of the prophecies of and fulfilled by Jesus.  We prepare for his coming and 

we try to make more room for him in our lives.  The devotional readings may be familiar advent passages, some 

may be unknown, but all of them point to Jesus.  

The questions are a mix of personal responses, 

that work for you.  You may not find the time or use for these, but I would encourage you to ask the two questions 

that are helpful for any passage: What does it say about God? What does it say about man?

The main point of devotions is not how long you take or how much you write or read, but the attitude of your heart.  

Read the passages that interest you, ask the questions tha

Celebrate Advent and make room for Jesus.  

#1 Purple Candle of “HOPE” or “ABRAHAM

1.  Genesis 3, Romans 5:7-8, Galatians 3:27, Hebrews 9:22

a. Can you think of a time when you did something wrong and tri

not?  

b. What strikes you most in the story of the fall? 

c. Why do you think that blood is needed for forgiveness?  Why is the blood of Jesus enough for true 

forgiveness?  
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d. How have you seen God pursue you? How are you responding to that pursuit today?  

e. How does it make you feel to know that Jesus took the punishment you deserve for the things you’ve 

done wrong? 

2. Genesis 22:1-14, John 3:16-18, Hebrews 11:17-19 

a. How do you think Abraham might have felt on the three-days’ walk to place he was to sacrifice 

Isaac?  

b. Isaac was the sacrifice, yet he lived. In Romans 12:2, Paul tells us to be living sacrifices. What does 

it look like to be a living sacrifice in your daily life?  

c. How do you see God’s love displayed in these passages?  

d. What are some examples of how God has provided in your life?  

3. Exodus 12:1-32, John 1:29-34 

a. What do you think it might have been like for those Hebrew families safe behind the doorposts with 

the blood of the lambs, knowing that the firstborn sons of Egypt would be killed? 

b. As a believer in Jesus, how have you been passed over or spared because of God’s mercy? 

c. How would it impact your diet if you had to kill your food? How can we better grasp the 

significance and reality of Jesus’ death in a way that might impact our actions? 

d. How does Jesus’ character and work reflect that of the Passover Lamb?  

4. Numbers 21:4-9, John 3:13-15 

a. Many Israelites died because of the serpents God sent as a consequence for their sin of complaining.  

Do you see this as a harsh discipline? Why or why not?  

b. The Israelites later struggled with worshiping the snake rather than the God who gave it to them. 

How are we sometimes tempted to worship the gifts rather than the giver?  

c. What are some ways that we can remember to look to Jesus throughout each day? 

d. Are you currently facing any struggles that remind you to look to Jesus?  

5. Numbers 24:15-17, Genesis 49:10, Matthew 2:1-2, Revelation 22:16 

a. What things do you struggle most to wait for? How can we learn to have patience as we wait, 

whether in something spiritual or something like traffic?  

b. What are some ways that Jesus’ life and ministry would have been surprising to the people in his day 

when seen in light of the prophecy of scepter and star?  

c. Can you think of a time when you were surprised by something God did or taught you in your life?  
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d. Jesus will be ruler over all the earth, and desires that place of kingship of our hearts. Are there any 

places that you are struggling to let him rule in your life?  

6. Deuteronomy 18:15-22, Acts 3:17-26, John 14:10-11, Hebrews 9:15 

a. -What ways (other than Jesus) do you see people trying to enter heaven or please God? Was there 

ever a time in your life where you tried to earn your way to heaven?  

b. In what ways did Jesus fulfill the role of a prophet?  

c. How were Moses and Jesus similar to and different from one another as prophets?  

d. As a prophet, Jesus is a mouthpiece. What are some of your favorite teachings of Jesus? 

7. 2 Samuel 7:1-29, Hebrews 1:8-9, 2 Corinthians 1:20 

a. How do you usually respond when someone tells you NO?   

b. Have there been any prayers or desires of your heart to which God has said no?  Were any of 

those no’s overtaken by a greater yes?  

c. Looking at our broken world, do you ever struggle to trust that Jesus is king over all? What 

things make it difficult for you to trust that God is in control? 

8. Job 19:25-27, Revelation 21:3-4, Galatians 4:4-5 

a. How do you think you might have reacted toward your circumstances if you were Job?   

b. What promises from the Bible give you comfort?  

c. What does it mean to be redeemed? How is Jesus fully able to redeem us?  

d. What do you most look forward to about heaven? 

#2 Purple Candle of “LOVE” or “Moses” 

9.  Psalm 2, Hebrews 1:3-5, Colossians 1:15-23 

a. Can you think of a time in your life when a situation seemed dire, but later you could see God’s 

purposes?  

b. What are some of the ways you see leaders (or even ordinary people) setting themselves against 

God?  

c. How can our view of God as ultimate king help us find peace even with so many seemingly ungodly 

acts in our world?   

d. What understanding does this passage give to the Trinity?   

e. How can we trust God even when situations are difficult? 

10. Psalm 22, Mark 15:34, John 19:23-24 
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a. What is the most expensive item you have ever bought? How much did you value that item?  

b. What do you think it might have been like as one of those people standing by as Jesus suffered on 

the cross?  

c. How can this Psalm bring us comfort when we suffer or feel despair?  

d. List out some of the specific prophecies from Psalm 22. What does their fulfillment show us about 

God? 

11. Psalm 16:7-11, Acts 2:25-33, Philippians 3:8-16 

a. If you knew you would never die, how would it change the way you live? What would you do that 

you might not do otherwise?  

b. How can hope in a resurrection change the way we live our life now?  

c. What do you think it might look like in action to believe all things in our life are rubbish compared 

to knowing Jesus? 

12. Psalm 110, Genesis 14:18-20, Hebrews 7-8:6 

a. How is the picture of Jesus as priest similar or different to his roles as prophet and king?   

b. Abram offered a tenth to Melchizedek after receiving the blessing. What can you offer to Jesus as a 

response to what he has done for you?  

c. What is the difference between giving as a way to earn something, and giving as a response to 

someone else’s love or kindness? Why does it matter (or does it?) as long as we give?  

d. Christmas is a time when we give gifts because of the gift God gave us in Jesus. If you could give 

any gift to anyone, what would you give and to whom? 

13. Isaiah 7:14, Matthew 1:18-25, Philippians 2:5-10, Hebrews 2:17 

a. Immanuel means God with us, yet we don’t visibly see him. What are some ways that you have 

experienced God being with you in your life?  

b. Do you ever struggle with the idea of a virgin birth as some critics today do?  Why or why not?  

c. What is the strangest or most mind-boggling part of thinking that Jesus was fully God, but also a 

baby?  

d. How does the example of Jesus humbling himself encourage you to live? 

14. Isaiah 9:1-7, John 10:29-39 

a. What is your favorite name for God and why?  

b. What are some ways that Jesus fulfilled the names he was given in Isaiah?  
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c. Are there areas in your life that you struggle to have peace? How can Jesus, our Wonderful 

Counselor and Prince of Peace, offer comfort there?  

d. If you had to give God a name according to who he has been to you (ex: The God Who Saves), what 

name would you give? 

15. Isaiah 11:1-10, Jeremiah 23:1-6, John 15:1-8 

a. What kind of fruit do we produce when we abide in Jesus?  

b. What does it look like to abide (or remain in) Jesus? How do we do it?  

c. Just as you might troubleshoot a plant not growing, when we aren’t bearing fruit, what might that 

indicate to us we need?  

d. Is the idea of Jesus as a Righteous Branch a harder title for you to grasp than one of the more 

commonly used titles like Prince of Peace or Immanuel? Why or why not? 

#3 Purple Candle of “Joy” or “John” 

16. Isaiah 42:1-10, Matthew 12:9-21 

a. Who are some famous or important public figures of today that you admire? How was Jesus in his 

public ministry like or unlike those people?  

b. What do you think the Jewish people were expecting or hoping for in a Messiah? How might Jesus 

have surprised them?   

c. Read all of Isaiah 42. What are some of the promises made about Jesus? What examples from 

Scripture or your own life show how he fulfilled those prophecies?  

d. What are some examples of how you’ve experienced God’s ways being higher than your ways? 

17. Isaiah 49:6-10, Acts 13:44-49, Revelation 7:14-17 

a. Of all the promises in the Bible, what is your favorite?  

b. Have you ever had the experience of being disappointed because your expectations clashed with 

reality? How did you respond?  

c. Why do you think that God’s own people, so familiar with all the prophecies, still frequently rejected 

Jesus as the Messiah?  

d. What does it show about Jesus’ character that he is both a king to be worshiped and a shepherd, 

personally guiding his people? 

18. Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

a. What speaks to you most from Isaiah’s portrait of the suffering servant? 

b. What are some of the details in the passage that flesh out the gospel accounts of the cross?   
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c. How does Jesus’ suffering show us the seriousness of our sin?  

d. Are there any Bible stories that you wish God might have given a few more details? 

19. Ezekiel 34, John 10:1-18 

a. What are some of the things you think a good shepherd would do for his sheep?  How is Jesus a 

good shepherd?  

b. What does it show of God’s character that He will seek after the sheep Himself? How have you seen 

God seek after you in your own life?  

c. What do you think the abundant life mentioned in John 10:10 looks like? How does Jesus make our 

lives abundant? 

20. Daniel 7:9-14, Matthew 26:62-68, Revelation 1:12-20 

a. Have you ever had an experience where you were awed or star-struck by meeting someone famous? 

What was it like? (or if not, what do you imagine it to be like?)  

b. What do today’s passages show about Jesus’ character?  

c. How does the appearance together of the Ancient of Days and son of man support the idea of the 

Trinity? 

d. What do you think it would be like to go in before a king on his throne? What do you think it will be 

like when you see Jesus face to face? 

21. Micah 5:2-5, Matthew 2:1-6, John 16:33, Philippians 4:4-7 

a. Can you think of a time when you felt God’s peace despite circumstances that were anything but 

peaceful?  

b. How do rejoicing and giving thanks (Philippians 4:4-7) help us to gain peace?  

c. What are some other Biblical examples where God used unexpected people or circumstances to 

accomplish his purposes?  

d. What things can you rejoice in and give thanks for today? 

22. Zechariah 12:10-31:1, Hebrews 10:11-14 

a. If you could pick one thing that you could stop doing day after day, what would it be?  

b. When you think of the cross, do you think first of the somber aspects or the joyful ones?   

c. How is our redemption both free and costly?  

d. Why do you think a fountain is a good picture for Christ’s work on the cross?  

e. How does it make you feel to realize that Jesus gave up his life for yours? 
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#4 Pink Candle of “Peace” or “Mary” 

23. John 1:1-18, 1 John 1:1-3 

a. Can you think of a time where words really stuck with you, whether hurtful or encouraging words?  

b. How does this idea of Jesus as God’s Word demonstrate that he is more than simply a good teacher 

or moral man?  

c. How does John’s gospel complement the other gospel accounts of Jesus’ birth? 

24. Luke 1:5-80 (or Luke 1:19-45) 

a. Can you think of someone God put in your life to give you special encouragement?  

b. What are some examples (from the Bible or your life) of God using ordinary people to accomplish 

his extraordinary purposes? 

c. Why do you think this passage is an important part of the Christmas story?  

d. What are ways that God can use you right now at your age and in your circumstances? 

25. Matthew 1:18-2:23, Luke 2:1-21 

a. What is your favorite part of the Christmas story and why?  

b. As you read today, what strikes you most from the Christmas story?  

c. How do the Scriptures we have been reading all month enrich your understanding of Jesus’ birth? 

How do these prophecies strengthen our belief in Jesus as Messiah?  

d. What is most meaningful to you personally this Christmas day?  

e. What do you remember most from the past few weeks about who Jesus is? 

Center Candle the CHRIST CANDLE 
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