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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
In this issue of The Anchor, Linda Gunter, our
Senior Warden, has written a little article about
Sabbaticals. If you have not heard, the Vestry
approved me taking sabbatical time off this year, for
which I am grateful. Sabbaticals are standard
practice for rectors, but I have not taken one since
coming to St. Clements in 2006. 

I have felt the need to do so for a couple of years
now, but last year began as our Sesquicentennial,
and then…Covid hit. While the pandemic brought a
bit slower pace for a time, it also brought its own
stresses. I still feel that I need significant spiritual
refreshment, so after praying a lot about it, and
sensing that it was the Lord’s timing, I asked the
vestry for their support. 

The last time that I had a Sabbatical was in 2005.
Part of it was spent going to Ireland and to study
Celtic Christianity with Dr. Les Fairfield, the
distinguished professor of Trinity Seminary in
Ambridge, PA. I had wanted to do this for some time
because my great-grandparents, Annie (Geary) and
Robert Costello, both immigrated from Ireland in the
late 1800’s. 

My main priority is to read and pray. I have just
taken two weeks off at a friend’s condo on the South
Texas coast, and that is practically all that I did. I
started by re-reading one of my Celtic Christianity
books, by David Adam, called The Deer’s Cry,
about the prayer attributed to St. Patrick (St.
Patrick’s Breastplate). 

The first time I read the book it was great, but this
time I didn’t just read it. I prayed my way through it
and did all of the prayer exercises at the end of
each chapter. Wow! After a couple of days, I
experienced a breakthrough in my prayer life,
sensing the Lord’s Risen Presence in a new and
wonderful way! Thank you, Lord!

A week ago, I visited Corpus Christi, where I grew
up. I had not been there in forty years. I had lunch
on one of the T Heads (the marina next to the
downtown area), where my mother, Sally Summers,
would take me to eat fried gulf shrimp, my favorite
dish as a child. My grandmother, Glady Costello,
had come to Corpus (as we called it) with her
mother, from New York City. 

My mother grew up only a half-mile away, and when
she got her first sailboat at the age of sixteen, she
kept it there. She was the waterfront director for the
Girl Scouts, and a very good swimmer. She met my
father when he offered to do some work on her
sailboat if she would take him sailing. They never
dated; just sailed together for six months, and then
he proposed!

When I-37 came through, her family had to move
from Buffalo Street to Hoffman Street, but it was
only three miles away, and still by the Bay. Since
my father died in an aircraft training accident when I
was nine months old, I spent the first few years of
my life in my grandparents’ house. I visited there
and the other homes I had lived in, two of the
schools that I had attended, and All Saints
Episcopal Church, where I was confirmed. It was a
day full of memories and nostalgia. 

I am extremely grateful to my clergy colleagues,
Rick, Ken, Courtney and John, who will fill in the
gaps while I am away. Thank you all! And thank you
to the Vestry for their support, as well. Please pray
that the Holy Spirit will inspire and teach me what
He wants for me to learn, so that I can continue to
be the shepherd (to you) that our Lord Jesus has
called me to be! 

Yours in His Resurrection, 

 
The Rev. William C. Cobb, D. Min.

N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  C H U R C H  O F  S T .  C L E M E N T
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It was a very peaceful time of prayer and ministry.
This has led us to do more prayer exercises in the
youth group. The other night we did prayer circles.
This is where we all stand in two circles and face
each other and pray for the person in front of us.
The students definitely felt weird about it, but
they did the exercise well and we will be doing
more exercises like this in the future.
We are looking forward to helping Bishop Tighe
with his church visitations that are coming up
soon, it should be a good chance for some of our
students to learn to share their testimony and
practice ministering to others. We would
appreciate you join with the youth leaders in
prayer for guidance on what to do in the summer
with our students. It is tricky to travel with groups
this year, but we want to be open to where the
Lord might send us. So, please pray that we hear
and make a good decision that allows us to do
ministry and keep the students healthy and safe. 

Thank you and God Bless. 

Adam

St. Clement’s Kids ~ May 2021
 

April was a month of blessing at St. Clement’s Kids!  We have seen class sizes increase, especially
Ms. Betsy & Mr. Steve Parker’s…the Preschool Class! They have had as many at 14 kids on a regular

basis.We feel so blessed to minister to those and all St. Clement’s Kids!   We have also had regular
attendees at the Alpha Kids program on Wednesday evenings.Ms. Teresa teaches the same

foundational principles that the adults are learning, but on a level that children can appreciate.  
 Each week, they sing songs, have a lesson, read God’s word, participate in fun activities, watch a

video and connect with each other over the truth of God’s love for us in Christ. 
 

In May, children are learning about the early church…how God made disciples out of “regular”
people, how Jesus used them to take the Gospel to all people, and how Christians stood up for the

truth of the Gospel in the face of difficulties and disputes. 
 

We are looking forward to June 28th-July2 when we will have our annual VBS. This year, we are
doing “Mystery Island, Tracking Down the One True God.”Keep your eyes and ears open for clues to

what we have in store and for what we need from our church family!
 

As always, if you feel the calling to help encourage, teach, assist, with Sunday School or any of our
programs, please contact Kelly by text, call or email: kelly@stclements.com   or    214-500-4119

The past few weeks for the youth group have been
really good. We finished our Spring Break
Outreach which was a big success. We had a whole
week of ministry and fellowship. During the
outreach we did several outreaches around our
city. One day we went to a farm, another day we
did VBS style ministry. We also did prayer ministry,
evangelism, and another VBS in a different
neighborhood. The students had a great time doing
these outreaches and learned a lot from them. As
much as we enjoyed the ministry, we also really
enjoyed the time we got to spend together as a
group. Getting to know one another in our own
youth group. 
After that event the youth group got back into our
usual schedule, and we picked back up with our
Alpha Program teachings. We did a Holy Spirit
teaching one Wednesday night, and it went very
well. The students had time to sit and wait on the
Spirit to come and speak to them. They also had the
opportunity to ask for prayer and guidance from
the leaders. 

youth group news



You’re never too young...

A delightful development has occurred recently in the
Altar Guild. These young ladies have volunteered to
help with cleanup after the second service on Sundays.
They have learned what is involved in caring for all of
the articles used for our services. There are offering
plates, chalices, decanters, and much more to take care
of every week. They can be seen washing, drying, and
putting away everything, and doing it well! Ask them
any question about their work, and they will beautifully
explain everything. They know what they are doing!
Best of all, they have all said they love doing this job.
And us grownups, we love them! (Many thanks to their
parents, who patiently wait every Sunday after church
for their children to finish their work.)

The Altar Guild is still looking for help—young, old,
ladies, and gentlemen. Please contact the church or
Janet Newsom, (915) 253-3746.

     Our students are (or have taken
by the time you read this message)
their standardized tests for the
school year. What test do we
administer and why?  Students
take ERB tests yearly starting in
the third grade. ERB stands for
Educational Records Bureau. This
non-profit organization has been
in existence for almost 90 years
and has over 2,000 member
schools around the world.  
  St. Clements, along with the
majority of schools in the nation,
use standardized tests to make
decisions about instructional
programs, and to give parents and
teachers a picture of an individual
child’s academic skills.  These tests
are also wonderful practice for our
students to become, “master test-

takers” when they go to higher
grades after St. Clements. 
  Our spring artists are hard at
work this season as they prepare
our gallery walls with beautiful
displays. Middle school students
are using a lot of vivid colors in
honor of the season. They are
painting habits that they have
studied in class. Their inspiration
from rainforests, deserts, jungles
and more allow for gorgeous
artwork. The self-portraits we are
seeing around campus are so
accurate, you could easily tell who
the subject is! 
 Eighth graders have been
composing triptych which is a work
that is created in three sections.
We have so much talent in and on
these walls!

Speaking of talent, it is Teacher
Appreciation week the first week
in May. We plan on recognizing
our teachers for their hard work,
dedication, and perseverance
through a very difficult year.
When you see our teachers on
campus, please give them praise
for what they have done and how
much they are still committed to
doing. We are blessed with the
best faculty in all of El Paso!

Sara McCleskey,  Head of School

A R I S H C H O O L E W S

Altar Guild
Our young Altar Guild

helpers, left to right, Mia,
Lizzie, Tina, and Ellie.

There is much to do after
church. Mia, Ellie, and

Lizzie are ready to help,
and they’ll quickly have

things clean and put away.
They are a great blessing,

to the Altar Guild and to
our church.

Ever wonder what
happens to our leftover

wine after communion
service? Lizzie lovingly

takes care of it. Ask her or
any of the girls—they’ll

explain it



Sabbaticals are a common practice in not only Anglican churches, but churches of many
denominations. There are various requirements of a priest before he can take a
sabbatical just as there are various time lengths one can be gone.

Father Cobb was given the opportunity to take a sabbatical after his first seven years of
serving but he did not feel the need to do so. With over fifteen years of serving he is
ready to take some time off and we, as a vestry, support him 100% in this decision.

Sabbaticals are to promote a priests spiritual, intellectual and emotional renewal and
growth.  They are not extended vacations nor are they limited to advanced studies.
Prayerfully the priest will get some much needed rest, have an opportunity to pursue an
area of theological interest, will focus on his self care-physical, mental, emotional and
spiritual. This will also be an opportunity to reconnect with old friends and mentors and
especially spend one on one quality time with family.

The sabbatical will allow the priest to step back from day to day pressures, have time to
reflect on their life, their church and set goals for the future.

Congregations often do not understand the intense activity and contact with people
that are required of their priests. We sometimes forget that Father Cobb’s duties are not
just church related, but he also, as the spiritual authority over the school, has many
obligations there as well.

Jesus set the example with this needed time when He took himself apart often in His
ministry to pray, to be with His Father and to be renewed.

We, the vestry, hope that you will join us as we pray regularly for Father Cobb when he
is away. 

Linda Gunter, Senior Warden

Why a Sabbatical

Acolyte Ministry
C H U R C H  O F  S T .  C L E M E N T S  

 

We gather together every  weekend to worship God the Father,
Son, and the Holy Spirit. Our prayer for the Acolyte Ministry  is that

our Acolytes become true worshipers of the One True God.

We would like to invite any of our church family members who are
eight years or older to participate in the Acolyte Ministry. We are in
need of acolytes for both the 8:30 am and the 10:45 am services.  

If you are interested please contact:
  Linda Gunter   203-4275  or
  Courtney Brown  276-7411

 



If you only come by the church on Sunday or Saturday night you would
be surprised how busy our parking lot across the street from us is
three days during the week. The old St. George church which is our
property distributes food to thousands of people in El Paso each week.
If you look down Montana towards First Baptist you see, for as long as
the eye can see, cars slowly approaching Campbell. Looking from St.
Clement Church north on Campbell you see the line of cars snaking its
way up and turning into our parking lot, heading south again and then
turning north again. As the cars approach you can see their opened
trunks ready to receive boxes of food placed there by volunteers.

One of the first signs that you see as you approach the distribution
center is one asking for volunteers. At one time army soldiers worked
the distribution but recently civilian volunteers have taken over this
task.

The Methodist Church of Trinity First started this food pantry years
ago. They secured a lease from St. Clement for the use of part of the St.
George building for food distribution mainly from Gerry Hubson’s
Milagro Farm. Tons of vegetables are still donated to our community
by the Hubsons along with government subsidies of other foods. The
lease was negotiated at $1.00 per year. They in turn pay for utilities
they use and for repairs to the building to meet their needs. The lease
payment has increased significantly and is now $1.00 per month.

As members of St. Clement Church we should be proud of this hidden
mission of our church for without the use of our building the food
distribution to our El Paso community would not be possible.

Eddie Endlich, Parish Administrator

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted”. Matthew 5:4
 

 The Church of St Clement's “GriefShare” ministry is in its 3rd week and so far has been a
comforting success. This Christ-centered grief recovery support group is for people who are
grieving the death of a loved one and other losses.  It consists of thirteen weekly sessions with
a video teaching and then confidential small group discussion. The videos address the
emotional, spiritual and practical challenges those in grief face on their grief journey  - but also
to assure them that they are not alone.  

 
 For more information contact Nancy Pilgrim at 241-3365 or Richard Roman at 422-0404. 

Kelly Memorial Food Pantry



All sales go towards youth summer camps!
Ciudad Nueva NovoTex Clothing Sale!
Friday. April 30th. 6 - 9 PM
Saturday. May 1st. 9 AM - 2 PM
NovoTex Mayoreo. 2906 Durazno
We will be selling branded clothing. new kids clothes,
summer wear, household items & much more for the
fraction of the cost of retail. 
Come by, shop and have some fun wih us!

CIUDAD 
NUEVA 
SPRING
NOVOTEX
FUND
RAISER

clements and clementines
Cordially invites you to enjoy a morning of classical

piano with rising star SAMMY MADDOX

Student at Colburn School of Music in Los Angeles, California.
2017, 2019 winner of the EPSMF Competition For Young

Musicians. 2018 winner of the Baylor/Waco Piano
Competition, Junior Division

Saint Clement Sanctuary May 17. 10:30 am Communion
11 am Sammy will perfom on the Steinway

Noon summer break theme covered dish

Join the Ripkens as they share their true story of
being taught valuable lessons from persecuted

believers: how does one love Jesus and walk with
Him even when it doesn’t make sense? How does
one stand firm in a faith that is being challenged

on a daily basis? You don’t want to miss watching
this encouraging and challenging movie.

 
For more information or to RSVP,  please contact 

Linda Gunter at 915.203.4275 or
linda@lindagunter.com

On June 2, 2021 
at 7PM in WR Hall

save the date church picnic May 
23

Children’s Program Provided
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

     1 
9 AM Ciudad Nueva 
Fundraiser
2 PM Youth Group 
Bible Study

5 PM Worship 
Service

2

8:30 AM Traditional 
Worship  Service
11 AM Easter Worship  
Service
10:45 AM Rey de Paz

12:30 PM Youth Lunch

3

12 PM Missionary 
Luncheon

5:30 PM Ladies Bible 
Study

4
9 AM Staff Meeting

12 PM Al Anon

6 PM Praise Band 

5
9 AM Ladies Bible 
Study

12 PM GriefShare

6PM Alpha Course
6 PM Youth Group

6

11:30 AM Praise Band 

6:30 PM Choir Practice

7 8

8:30 am Daughters of 
the Holy Cross

2 PM Youth Group 
Bible Study

5 PM Worship 
Service

9
Mother's Day

8:30 AM Traditional 
Worship  Service

10:45 AM Worship  
Service
10:45 AM Rey de Paz

12:30 PM Youth Lunch

10

5:30 PM Ladies Bible 
Study

11

9 AM Staff Meeting

12 PM Al Anon

5:30  PM Vestry
Prayer
6 PM Praise Band 
6:30 PM Stephen 
Ministry (Zoom)

12
9 AM Ladies Bible 
Study

12 PM GriefShare

6 PM Youth Group

13

11:30 AM Praise Band 

6:30 PM Choir Practice

14 15

2 PM Youth Group 
Bible Study

5 PM Worship 
Service

16
8:30 AM Traditional 
Worship  Service

10:45 AM Worship  
Service
10:45 AM Rey de Paz

12:30 PM Youth Lunch

17

10:30 AM Clems and 
Clementines

5:30 PM Ladies Bible 
Study

18
9 AM Staff Meeting

12 PM Al Anon
12 PM Finance 
Committee Meeting

6 PM Praise Band 

19
9 AM Ladies Bible 
Study

12 PM GriefShare

6 PM Youth Group

20

11:30 AM Praise Band 

ANCHOR 
DEADLINE

6:30 PM Choir Practice

21 22

2 PM Youth Group 
Bible Study

5 PM Worship 
Service

23

8:30 AM Traditional 
Worship  Service10:45 
AM Worship  Service
10:45 AM Rey de Paz 
PARISH PICNIC

12:30 PM Youth Lunch

24

11:30 AM Mission 
Board Meeting

5:30 PM Ladies Bible 
Study

25
9 AM Staff Meeting

12 PM Al Anon

5:30 PM Vestry 
Business Meeting
6 PM Praise Band

26

9 AM Ladies Bible 
Study

12 PM GriefShare

6 PM Youth Group

27

11:30 AM Praise Band 

6:30 PM Choir Practice

28 29

30

8:30 AM Traditional 
Worship  Service

10:45 AM Worship  
Service
10:45 AM Rey de Paz
12:30 PM Youth Lunch

31

Memorial Day
Offices Closes

7
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Mission Statement
 

The Church of St. Clement, under the lordship of Jesus Christ, by the grace of God and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
intentionally pursues real worship, real relationships, and real difference through our core values.

Church Staff
 

The Rev. William C. Cobb, D. Min., Rector
The Rev. Rick Milliorn, Senior Associate & Contemporary Music Director
The Rev. Ken Hanna, Pastor of Operations & Rey de Paz
The Rev. John H. Dixon Jr., Rey de Paz Pastor 
The Rev. Ronald R. Thomson, Rector Emeritus 
The Rev. Dr. Courtney G. Brown, Deacon
Irene Taylor, Assistant to the Rector
Rick Garven, Organist and Adult Choir Director
Kristie Cossel, Youth Ministry Director
Adam Drake, Assistant
Kelly Morten, Children's Ministry Director
Teresa Odour, Assistant
Edward A. Endlich, English Speaking Center Director & Parish Administrator
Lupe Mendoza, Director of Preschool/Daycare
Marilyn Jay, Financial Secretary
Susie Hunter, Bookkeeper
Anne Walker, Librarian 
Ericka Garcia, Receptionist

Vestry
 
 

Ben  Bass, Tom  Beeman, Robert (Bito) Feuille, Tami Gladkowski,
David Kaufmann, JoshLadd, John Roskosky, Susie Schneider, Maggy Smith, Sam Trimble,

 
Linda Gunter, Senior Warden
Riley Stephens, Junior Warden
Andy Quintana, Treasurer
Edward A. Endlich, Clerk • eaendlich@sbcglobal.net

(915) 533-4915 

(915) 533-1958 

www.stclements.com 

office@stclements.com

If you have a change of address or no longer want to
receive the Anchor, please let us know!
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