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NEWSLETTER OF THE CHURCH OF ST. CLEMENT

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Once, again, as we approach the First Sunday of
Advent, we are reminded that this is anything but a
normal time. We have been fortunate in all that we
have been able to do, despite the pandemic.
We continue to have all our services. Our A/V
team has been faithfully filming and
broadcasting the 10:45 a.m. service.
St. Clement’s Parish School and the Church
Preschool continue to operate. Fortunately,
things have gone very well with both!
Our Annual Men’s retreat was cancelled, but
David Sheehan, our speaker, was still able to
come and give two presentations to the church.
The Youth Group was also able to have a
retreat on campus when their plans were
cancelled, as well.
We were even able to have our interim Bishop
Keith Ackerman here for confirmations,
receptions, and baptisms!
I am extremely thankful to our Heavenly Father that
we have been able to keep up the heartbeat of
weekly worship, and continue to operate so many
important ministries, safely, and without any
significant problems. We have also kept up our
financial commitments to the many missions and
ministries that we support.
So, why have we been able to do this since May,
when many other churches have not? Why have the
clergy, staff, and members of this church worked so
diligently to keep worship and ministry going in the
midst of a pandemic? Some, no doubt, think that we
are foolish!
There are two reasons: First, we are obeying
God’s Word. Paul wrote to his protégé, Timothy, “I
charge you in the presence of God and of Christ
Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and

by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word;
be ready in season and out of season.” (I Tim.
1:1-2) That means when circumstances are good
and when they are bad. We will continue to preach
the gospel and provide worship, as long as we have
the opportunity and God gives us grace!
Secondly, people rely on us. Church and School
families rely on us. Missionaries rely on us. Those
who simply MUST worship our Lord in person rely on
us. Those who cannot attend in person rely on our
streamed services online. We cannot let those who
rely on us down. What is fascinating is to see all
the new people that are both attending and watching
online since the pandemic started!
How have we been able to do this? Solely by the
grace of God! But a big part of that grace has been
your faithful financial support. We could not be
doing what we are without sustaining income from
our members and friends. Typically, we receive
about 20% of our yearly income in December.
Please continue to remember us as we finish the
year. Once again, thank you for your generosity!
Christmas Eve Services
5:00 p.m. – Family Service with Praise Band
(In Person and Streamed)
7:30 p.m.– Traditional Christmas Eve Holy
Communion with Organ and Choir
(In Person and Streamed)
10:00 p.m. - Traditional Christmas Eve Holy
Communion with Organ and Choir
(In Person Only)
Note: The church office will be closed from
December 25th through January 1st. There will NOT
be a service on Saturday, December 26th.
By His Incredible Grace,

The Rev. William C. Cobb, D. Min.

St. Clement’s Kids!

St. Clement’s Youth

The year is almost over. How can that
be? Even though this year has been
full of ups and downs, discovering new
ways of sharing the love of Jesus, and
many opportunities to learn flexibility;
St. Clement’s Kids have been
consistently learning and growing in the
knowledge of Jesus.

This last month has been interesting for
the youth group. We have done a
couple weeks of evaluation and
conversations with the students. We
gave them time to write down what
they like about youth group, what they
wish we did more of, and suggestions
they might have. We have listened to
what the students have said and
figured
out
different
ways
to
accommodate the students. We have
had several new students recently
which has been exciting. It has been a
blessing in this time of craziness to see
that our group can grow.
The leaders had a day of listening to
the Lord and planning the near future
for the youth group. We all agreed that
we think it would be good to teach
more basics and foundations of the
Faith.
Since we have these new
students we want to be sure that they
have strong foundations. A while ago
we all felt strongly about our students
being Oaks of Righteousness. With
that even oaks have to be saplings
first.
So, we want them to have
everything they need to stand firm in
their faith.
We thank you all for your prayers and
support of the youth group. You as a
church help them to see what it means
to be an adult following Jesus. Thank
you so much for standing with them as
they grow. Even little things or words
of
encouragement
helps
them
understand
the
church
better.
Blessings to you!

This is Advent Season! Each week,
we are learning about the meaning of a
candle represented in our Advent
wreath. We are eagerly awaiting the
coming of our Savior. It is a precious
time to join in the anticipation of the
coming of Jesus, as we discuss
hope/faith, love, joy, and peace.
We are excited to present our
Christmas pageant on December 24th
at 5:00p.m. We are very blessed to
have learned flexibility this year and
have been exercising that flexibility in
planning and making our program.
Each family is asked to send in videos
of kids asking their own questions
about the Christmas story. If your
children or grandchildren have
questions, we would LOVE to get a
short video of them asking the
questions. Please send the videos to
kelly@stclements.com, by December
6th, to be used in our Christmas
program.

Can you give the gift of dignity this Christmas?
Our goal is to help parents in the Ciudad Nueva community provide
for their own families and take ownership over their Christmas giving!
Why does Ciudad Nueva create a Christmas store instead of just giving gifts directly to families?
Our goal is for parents to feel empowered rather than ashamed, and to have the opportunity
to take pride in buying their children’s presents themselves. The following is an excerpt called
CHRISTMAS AGAIN, from the book Theirs is the Kingdom, by Robert Lupton:
“She knows this year will be no different from the last. All her husband’s hustle, his day-labor jobs, his
pick-up work will not be enough to put presents under a tree. They will do well to keep the heat on.
His confident, promising deceptions allow the children the luxury of their dreams a while longer. She
will cover for him again because she knows he is a good man. His lies are his wishes, his flawed
attempts to let his children know what the older ones know but never admit: the gifts are not from
Daddy. He will not go with her to stand in the “free toy” lines with all the others. He cannot bring
himself to do it. It is too stark a reminder of his own impotence.
And if their home is blessed again this year with a visit from a Christian family bearing food and
beautifully wrapped presents for the kids, he will stay in the bedroom until they are gone. He will
leave the smiling and the graciousness to his wife. His joy for the children will be genuine. But so is
the heavy ache in his stomach as his image of himself as a provider is dealt another blow. Christmas.
That wonderful, awful time when giving hearts glow warm and bright while fading embers of a poor
man’s pride are doused black.”
We, too, have seen fathers disappear from their own homes when gifts have arrived, and so we
have created the Ciudad Nueva Christmas Store as one of the ways we empower families in
our Ciudad Nueva community. We are happy to report that for the last eight years, fathers and
mothers in our neighborhood come together to purchase gifts for their children, and leave
with smiles knowing they purchased the gifts to bring home to their children. Ciudad Nueva
invites you to consider donating items to our Christmas Store this holiday season.
Here’s How the Store Works, Your donated
gifts are used in the following ways:
KIDS - purchase gifts for their parents and
families by using the “bucks” that they have
earned through participation in programs,
completing homework, improving grades, being
helpful and kind.
PARENTS - purchase gifts at about 15-20% of
retail cost. Parents then have the joy of
selecting, purchasing and giving gifts to their
own children, without the loss of dignity that
can accompany having their kids receive gifts
from a stranger - gifts that might be nicer than
what they can provide themselves.
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We are so proud of our school! St. Clement’s Parish School took
home FIVE awards in the El Paso Inc.’s Best of the Best for 2020.
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Stewardship in These Unusual Times

The last few years, we have had “Stewardship
Sunday” on the first Sunday of Advent, which would
have been November 29th. When I came to St.
Clements, we were having it at the end of January. In
any case, nothing feels the same this year. Instead of
having one day on which we ask members to make a
pledge of support for the year 2021, we will simply
make cards available and ask that you help us by
returning them to the church either by mail, in
person, or on our website. Actually, if you were in one
of the worship services on Stewardship Sunday, but
were ready to make a pledge, we simply would ask
you to return the card as soon as possible. And if you
weren’t there on that Sunday, we would mail you a
card.
Not everyone makes a pledge. I don’t know why. It’s
not a legal contract. Then why do we even ask
members to do it? There are several reasons.
1. It helps the church have a reasonable idea of how
much income the church can expect to receive. In
other words, it helps us to budget. We need all the
help we can get, because Church finances are tricky.
It’s really a walk of faith because we aren’t selling
products or services. Our income is almost entirely
donations, freely given, by members and others who
simply want to support our church’s mission and
ministries.
2. It is even more helpful to those of us who give.
How so? Well, we start with the following
assumptions:
a. That our Heavenly Father has entrusted
everything we have to us; and
b. that we are stewards of that “wealth”;
c. that He calls us to return a percentage of what
He has given us back to Him for His work in the
world.

By Bill Cobb+

These are principles taught in both the Old and New
Testaments (Lev. 23:10; Prov. 3:9; Lev 27:30-32; Mal.
3:8-10; Luke 11:42; I Cor. 16:1-2). But how does
making a pledge help us? By reminding us to “make
good our vows” to God, or in other words, to hold
ourselves accountable for what we intend to give Him.
Every year, we ask you to prayerfully consider how
much our Father is asking you to give to the work and
ministry of the Church of St. Clement. Then, make a
pledge for that amount. It is an act of faith, obedience
and worship to Him. What you give is completely
confidential, but the bookkeeping office will send you
quarterly statements to help you keep track of things.
Of course, if circumstances change, just call and adjust
your pledge. You can give weekly, monthly or annually.
You may choose to send us a check or put one in the
offering basin every week or month. Or you may give
online through our website. If you tend to be forgetful,
set up a reoccurring gift on our website or set up an
ACH with your bank. The form for the latter is on the
back of the pledge card and must be returned with a
voided check.
As I said in my letter, the only way that we have been
able to keep things going, in fact, the only way that can
do anything at all, is through your generosity and
faithfulness. Remember, you can’t out-give our Father.
Jesus said, “give, and it will be given to you. Good
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running
over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure
you use it will be measured back to you.” (Luke 6:38)
God promises that when we give God what He
requires, we will be blessed. (Mal. 3:10)
Would you please pray about how much our Lord
would ask you to return to Him for the Church’s work?
Thank you! Then you can be part of the exciting work
God is doing in and through the Church of St. Clement!

Christmas Eve Poinsettias

A great opportunity to honor the memory of a lost one or to give thanks for those currently in your life!
If you would like to submit a donation, please fill in all the required information on the poinsettia
envelope as legible as you are able.
DEADLINE TO SUBMIT ENVELOPES: DECEMBER 13, 2020
Thank you and be blessed this Holiday Season!
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Merry Christmas to
our parish family! This
is a perfect time to
come to the library
and check out some of
our large collection of
Christmas novels and
stories for adults and
children. We also have
a large selection of
ADVENT devotionals.
The public libraries are
closed, but our
excellent parish library
is open! The
volunteers are
working on their own
schedule, but the
library is totally selfserve. Come in!
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Thursday
2

Friday
3

Saturday
4

5

9 AM Staff Meeting

6

12 PM Al Anon
12 PM Invisible
Church

11 AM Prayer &
Fasting

6 PM Band practice

6 PM Youth Group

12 PM Band practice

7

8

2 PM Youth Group
Bible Study
5 PM Worship
Service

6:30 PM Choir Practice

9

10

11

12

9 AM Staff Meeting
8:30 AM Traditional
Worship Service
10:45 AM Worship
Service
10:45 AM Rey de Paz
12:30 PM Youth Lunch

12 PM Al Anon
12 PM Missionary
Luncheon

13

12 PM Finance
Committee Meeting
5:30 PM Vestry Prayer
6 PM Band practice
6:30 PM Stephen
Ministry
14

8:30 AM Traditional
Worship Service

8:30 AM School
Finance/Executive
Committee Meeting

6 PM Youth Group

12 PM Band practice

8:30 am Daughters of
the Holy Cross
2 PM Youth Group
Bible Study

6:30 PM Choir Practice
6:30 PM Racism
Discussion Seminar in
Zoom

15
11:30 AM Staff
Christmas Luncheon
12 PM Al Anon

10:45 AM Worship
Service
10:45 AM Rey de Paz

11 AM Prayer &
Fasting

16

5 PM Worship
Service

17

18

8:30 AM School Board
Meeting

11 AM Prayer &
Fasting

19

2 PM Youth Group
Bible Study

12 PM Band practice
6 PM Youth Group

12:30 PM Youth Lunch

6 PM Band practice
ANCHOR
DEADLINE

20
8:30 AM Traditional
Worship Service

21
10:30 AM Clems and
Clementines

22
9 AM Staff Meeting

10:45 AM Worship
Service
10:45 AM Rey de Paz

12 PM Al Anon

12:30 PM Youth Lunch

6 PM Band practice

23
11 AM Prayer &
Fasting

27

10:45 AM Worship
Service
10:45 AM Rey de Paz

28
Offices Closed

29
Offices Closed

24

Christmas Eve Services
5:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
10:00 p.m.

6 PM Youth Group

8:30 AM Traditional
Worship Service

5 PM Worship
Service

6:30 PM Choir Practice

30
Offices Closed

25

26

Christmas Day
Offices Closed

31
New Year’s Eve
Offices Closed

12:30 PM Youth Lunch
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Mission Statement
The Church of St. Clement, under the lordship of Jesus Christ, by the grace of God and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
intentionally pursues real worship, real relationships, and real difference through our core values.
Church Staff

The Rev. William C. Cobb, D. Min., Rector
The Rev. Rick Milliorn, Senior Associate & Contemporary Music Director
The Rev. Ken Hanna, Pastor of Operations & Rey de Paz
The Rev. John H. Dixon Jr., Rey de Paz Pastor
The Rev. Ronald R. Thomson, Rector Emeritus
The Rev. Dr. Courtney G. Brown, Deacon
Irene Taylor, Assistant to the Rector
Rick Garven, Organist and Adult Choir Director
Kristie Cossel, Youth Ministry Director
Adam Drake, Assistant Youth Ministry
Kelly Morten, Children's Ministry Director
Teresa Oduor, Assistant Children's Ministry
Edward A. Endlich, English Speaking Center Director & Parish Administrator
Lupe Mendoza, Director of Preschool/Daycare
Marilyn Jay, Financial Secretary
Susie Hunter, Bookkeeper
Anne Walker, Librarian
Ericka Garcia, Receptionist

Vestry
Ben Bass • Tom Beeman • Trey Burdick • Josh Ladd
Mike Hicks • John Roskosky • Susie Schneider • Maggy Smith • Riley Stephens

John Schmid, Senior Warden
Linda Gunter, Junior Warden
Andy Quintana, Treasurer • aquintana@lonestartitle.com
Edward A. Endlich, Clerk • eaendlich@sbcglobal.net

(915) 533-4915

If you have a change of address or no longer want to
receive the Anchor, please let us know!

(915) 533-1958
www.stclements.com
office@stclements.com
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