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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
I hope that you are well. It is hard for our beloved
community to be separated during this time. As I
stated in last Sunday’s sermon, we were not created
to be isolated. We were created in the image of
God, who is Himself a divine community: Father,
Son and Spirit. Until we are meeting together again,
if there is anything that we can do for you, please
contact the church office. Our staff is here to serve
you! 
 
While we are all still very concerned about the
dangers of Covid-19, the good news is 878that
things have not been nearly as bad as the original
models predicted.  We continue to pray for an end
to the pandemic, and a return to normalcy. We pray
not only for those who are sick, but for those who
are unemployed or whose businesses have been
dramatically affected. We also pray for our state and
national leaders. 
 
We have been having in-person services in the
Main Sanctuary for the last four weeks (within the
limits allowed) even as we have continued our
streaming of the 10:45 a.m. worship service every
Sunday. In order to facilitate the latter, we have had
to upgrade our lighting and video equipment, and to
add members to our A/V team. We owe a debt of
gratitude to: David Guerin, Robert Manning, Carlos
Licon, Sean Door, and lately, Holly Cobb. If there is
someone out there interested in the A/V ministry,
please contact David Guerin at
davidg@stclements.com. 
 
This last month, a couple of dear saints joined our
Lord Jesus in His Kingdom: Bill Hooten, and Mary
Hoover. Both were amazing individuals, and
stalwart members of our St. Clement’s family. Bill’s
memorial service was last Saturday, and Mary’s is
planned for Friday, June 26th.
 
 

 
 
Beginning next Sunday, May 31st, we will be opening
up the Mayfield Room again, albeit with tables that
are distanced from each other, basically like
restaurants. We will just be having coffee, tea and
water, no food at this point.
 
Kelly Morton and Teresa Oduor, our children’s
ministry leaders, would like to start offering Kid’s
Connection (Sunday School) for those who feel
comfortable attending. Starting on Sunday, June 7th,
we will have small group instruction instead of a large
group, and will be taking temperatures of the children
before class. 
 
When you return to church, you will see that Ross
Landers has redecorated the Welcome Center. He
chose a “warmer” color in which it was repainted, and
helped us to purchase new furniture. The old couches
and chairs were here when I arrived here, nearly
fourteen years ago! He also rearranged the stations of
the cross pictures on the wall. Thank you, Ross! 
 
In other news, a search committee has been formed
for a new bishop for the Diocese of the Southwest,
and two people have been chosen to serve on it:
George Wayne, as a layman, and Fr. Ken Hanna, as
a priest and the chaplain of the committee. Please
pray for the search process. Our hope is to have a
new bishop by early 2021. 
 
On a personal note, Holly and I will be travelling to our
son Will’s wedding in Colorado Springs next week.
Ten days later, he is joining the U.S. Navy. Thank you
for your prayers!
 
 
Yours in the Spirit of God,
 
 
The Rev. William C. Cobb, D. Min.
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Happy Summer Everyone! As you can imagine, this
summer looks a little bit different than usual.   We
continue to post story videos as well as videos of
Teresa Oduor telling the weekly lesson on her
flannel boards and Kelly Morten giving instruction
on assembling the crafts that we mailed out to our
kids.    As you know, our main goal is to support
families as they raise their children in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord.   We do this by
providing age appropriate, fun teaching to kids
from zero through 5th grade.  Whether we meet in
person or online, we reinforce God’s truth using
music, story- telling, flannel boards, video lessons,
and crafts.   We also sponsor Vacation Bible School
each summer.  
Even though we are not able to provide a large-
scale VBS at the church this year, we are committed
to providing a similar experience for our families and friends.  You can rest assured that the
“show must go on! We are in the process of finalizing plans to provide a fun, educational
VBS for St. Clement’s Kids in small or family groups throughout the city.
Watch out for more information regarding VBS in our next Anchor article.  If you have any
questions or would like to volunteer to help, feel free to call, text or email Kelly: 
kelly@stclements.com or 214-500-4119.

We are very grateful for the generous
donation of a beautiful new Acolyte cross,
which was designed and made by David
Branch.  David is also the father of Nici

King (Fred King), one of our parish
members and grandfather of Maya and

Cole, St Clement's Parish School alumni.
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St. Clement’s Kids!



This past month has  been very interesting for the youth group of St Clements.  We
have led the students into times with the Lord without actually being with them.  I’m
not going to lie, during the lockdown it has been tricky to maintain a consistent
group with all the students.   We have some students that show up to every online
meeting  and then we have some that show up to most of them.  Some it is a surprise
to see their faces on the screen, and some have fallen off the map.  We have had to
be understanding that the students have to use their computers for school and some
of them just don’t want to be on the computer anymore.   We aren’t worried about
these students as we are pretty sure that they will jump back in once we can all meet
together again. 
We have had a good amount of time to do different Bible studies with the students. 
We have gone through James, 1 Peter, and have started Revelation.   The students
really wanted to go through Revelation for some reason.  We have had good weekly
youth meetings online where we still play games and give a teaching and have
worship together.  Those have been going really well, and we see good participation
from the students.   A new thing we have added is a weekly Netflix Party.   It is a
program that lets us all watch the same movie at the same time and be able to chat
about it.  One of the favorites that we watched was the original Willy Wonka.  It has
been a lot of fun to be able to do that with the students. 
Although these last few weeks have been tough, we still see students participating
and drawing close to the Lord in this time.   We of course look forward to the time
when we can all be back, but we are thankful for this time that we have with our
students.

The  Roderick Family  Visser-Rowland  pipe organ  has  a
recent   addition   to it.     A   Zymbelstern   from   the 
Laukhuff Company in  Germany  was  placed  at the  top
of   the   chancel   organ   case   right   before    Easter.       A
Zymbelstern   is   found   in organs   from the Baroque 
period   that   produces   a random   tinkling     sound of 
fairly   high  pitch.    There is a rotating  star   that   moves
when the  bells  are   being  played.    It will be used during
the   Gloria in Excelsis   and   other     joyous   points of 
organ  music.

Y O U T H  G R O U P    
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St. Clement’s Church Celebrates 150 Years 
June 2020

 
Summary of the History of St. Clement by Rectors
(continued):

The Rev. Bertie Manners
Gascoigne Williams,
affectionately called
“Uncle Bert” by
parishioners of St.
Clement’s, was born
March 21, 1876, in Burton
upon Trent, Staffordshire,
(1876-1970) and died 10
May 1970, in El Paso. He
was the son of The Rev. 

Charles Hamilton Williams and Ellen Oxley. Older
members of our church still remember Uncle Bert
with great fondness, and those in their 60s and 70s
were probably baptized by him. Uncle Bert’s
portrait hangs outside McKee Chapel. 
 
B.M.G. Williams was a key figure in the life of St.
Clement’s beginning at the turn of the century
until his death. He arrived in El Paso in 1894, and
lived with his uncle and aunt, the Rev. and Mrs. C.J.
Oxley, the former being a pioneer minister of the
Methodist Church in El Paso. Parishioner Bernice
Dittmer described Bert in her biography, The
Reverend Uncle Bert, as the “most beloved man in
El Paso.” Bert Williams was licensed as a lay reader
on October 22, 1900; was the first communicant
at St. Clements to be ordained a deacon (curate)
on March 26, 1918; was made assistant rector in
1930; associate rector June 3, 1943; raised to full
rector June 1953; and made rector emeritus,
October of 1954. He served under six bishops and
nine rectors. He was associated with at least
twenty-six assistant ministers during his lifetime.
 
Perhaps the most remarkable quality of this man
was his willingness to step out of the limelight and
allow others to take the lead.  It was not that Bert
didn’t have leadership abilities. He was a 

successful businessman and widely recognized
community leader. His business, the Purity Baking
Company, operated out of a beautiful Spanish
stucco building adjoining a bakery that covered a
half city block at 711 South Kansas Street (at the
corner of East Father Rahm Avenue). His company
produced wholesale baked goods that were
shipped by train as far away as Alamogordo and
Deming to Sierra Blanca. Locally, the products
were delivered by motorized trucks to bakeries all
over El Paso. 
 
Bert Williams was a member of the Rotary Club, a
member of the Board of the El Paso Public Library,
the Family Welfare Board, Symphony Association,
and vice-president of the Southwest Children’s
Home. He served as chaplain for Radford School
for Girls and chaplain for the local chapter of the
Daughters of the Confederacy. In 1937, Bert was
named the 30th president of the El Paso Chamber
of Commerce. 
 
Despite Bert’s heavy involvement in business and
civic affairs, as far back as his youngest years in
England, he had dreamed of becoming an Anglican
minister like his father. By his forties, his church
duties were considerable. His role constantly
seemed to be that of “filling in.” When the rector of
St. Alban’s was called elsewhere, Deacon B.M.G.
Williams stepped in to keep the church
functioning. He kept the church running until the
arrival of the Rev. Benjamin Kemerer. To
accommodate his work schedule, Bert arranged
for baptisms during his noon hour or in the late
afternoons. Burials were also scheduled for late
afternoons and marriages in the evenings.
 
He baptized, married, and buried even to the third
generation. During his life, he was honored by his
city, church, and friends in every conceivable way,
yet invariably, some person or group wanted to
confer still another distinction. He was a beloved
El Paso figure around whom civic leaders rallied to
bring him well-deserved recognition and honor. In  
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fact, the long building that extends from the main
sanctuary, is called Williams Hall after Uncle Bert.
William Jarvis Hooten, Sr., Editor of the El Paso
Times, father of recently deceased Bill
Hootenwrote:
 
“A unique Christian is Bert Williams, a
businessman, a priest, and a minister, and El Paso's
most beloved citizen. El Pasoans of all
denominations participated in the fund to build
Williams Hall. Every community in the world
would do well to look at what El Pasoans have
done in this respect. It is a shining example of
interreligious goodwill, of a breaching of barriers
that sometimes, and too often, stand in the way of
brotherly love and better understanding. At the
head of the committee which raised funds from
non-Episcopalians was a prominent El Paso Jew,
Maurice Schwartz. Cooperating with him were
members of the Catholic Church and members of
other Protestant denominations. 
 
“Something like that gives us reason to hope that
the day will come when the greatest
commandment of all will be duly observed. It is
men like the Rev. B.M.G. Williams who would lead
us to that great day – men who love their own
faith, of course, but look upon all as brothers.”

 
A Jewish community leader and prominent
merchant named Maurice Schwartz (1883-1954)
appointed himself to be the head of a committee of
eleven men whose sole purpose was to contact
others about contributing to a Bert Williams
Memorial, “in order that all the sons of El Paso so
disposed could have a share in honoring one whom
they all loved and respected.”
 
At  a celebration party commemorating the 75th
Anniversary of St. Clement’s Founding, in 1945,
because Maurice was ill, his son Edward H.
Schwartz publicly presented Mr. Williams with a
$10,000 check as a contribution to the building  
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Sesquicentennial 2020 
Calendar of Events*

 
Summer 2020.  Tentative Mission Trip to
Oaxaca, Mexico
 
August. Christian Film Festival
 
September. Matthew 25 Event
 
October. Founders Day Celebration 
Service and Picnic
 
November 11- 21. Sesquicentennial 
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
 
December 6. Messiah Sing-a-Long 
School Dinner Theatre
 

*Subject to change

fund from more than one hundred non-
Episcopalians. The check represented the
enthusiastic response to Maurice’s appeal letter. A
statement from Maurice was read:
“This method of paying tribute to Mr. Williams was
chosen because of his untiring devotion to civic
and cultural affairs of El Paso, and as a
manifestation of the love and esteem in which he is
held by all who know him, regardless of religious
affiliation.”
 
[As soon as we get back to a normal schedule
church services, Rob Hoover will present the life of
B.M.G Williams in our “Historic Moments” series.]
 
Excerpts taken from: Whose House We Are by
Melanie Wayne; Watchtower on the Rio Grande,
by Mardee de Wetter; and The History of St.
Clement’s Church 1870-1925, by Esther
Darbyshire MacCallum.



WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY WILL BEGIN IN AUGUST, 2020.
The exact date will be scheduled after the COVID-19 crisis is over.  That date will be posted in the

ANCHOR and the St. Clement's website (www.stclements.com).
 

ONE IN A MILLION By:  Priscilla Shirer - 
Journey to Your Promised Land
 
Every week millions of believers fill the pews of the 
church and hear about the greatness and power of 
God. They are told that they can experience it, yet 
few ever do.  If you hunger to experience His power, 
hear His voice and live in the abundance promised 
to you, then this study is for you.
 
Class begins at 9:00am and ends by 11:00am  
All women are welcome! Bring a friend!
Child care is provided.

 
If you received a book in March, please be sure you have paid for that book 

(call Martini on 204-9250).  If you need a book they can be ordered from Lifeway.
 

Martini DeGroat 204-9250  martinidegroat@gmail.com
Mary Gaddy 630-5550  marygaddy@gmail.com
Sallie Broaddus 203-8624  goldsskip@aol.com

LIBRARY

The Ladies Monday Night Bible Study began the series
“Everything You Need” by David Jeremiah on March 2, 2020.  

We finished 2 weeks of study before the shelter in place
directive was instituted for El Paso. Our group stays in touch

through email contact and voted unanimously to start the
series from the beginning when we are given permission to
resume. At that time, email notification will be sent notifying

all past and present attendees of the dates/time the study will
begin afresh.

As we begin attending church in person, remember that your
library is open whenever the church is open! The library is self-

serve. We have excellent books for adults, teens, and all ages of
children. We are very proud of our children’s collection. Come

and help your children select books to read or have read to them.

6



j   u   n   e     2 0 2 0
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

       1    2

9 AM Staff Meeting

      3

11 AM Prayer & 
Fasting

        4

 

      5     6

2 PM Youth Group 
Bible Study

  7

8:30 AM Traditional 
Worship  Service

10:45 AM Worship  
Service

12:30 PM Youth Lunch

8   9

9 AM Staff Meeting

5 PM Vestry Prayer 

10

11 AM Prayer & 
Fasting

6 PM Youth Group 
Online

 11  12 13

2 PM Youth Group 
Bible Study

     14

8:30 AM Traditional 
Worship  Service

10:45 AM Worship  
Service

12:30 PM Youth Lunch

    15

ANCHOR 
DEADLINE

     16
9 AM Staff Meeting

     17

11 AM Prayer & 
Fasting

6 PM Youth Group

     18      19 20

2 PM Youth Group 
Bible Study

21

8:30 AM Traditional 
Worship  Service

10:45 AM Worship  
Service

12:30 PM Youth Lunch

22

11:30 Mission Board 
on Zoom

23
9 AM Staff Meeting

12 PM Finance 
Committee Meeting

24

11 AM Prayer & 
Fasting

6 PM Youth Group

25 26 27

28
8:30 AM Traditional 
Worship  Service

10:45 AM Worship  
Service

12:30 PM Youth Lunch

29 30

5:30 PM Vestry Busi-
ness Meeting

7



The Anchor 
J  U  N  E   2 0 2 0 ,  I S S U E  6  -  V O L  2 0

Mission Statement
 

The Church of St. Clement, under the lordship of Jesus Christ, by the grace of God and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
intentionally pursues real worship, real relationships, and real difference through our core values.

Church Staff
 
 
The Rev. William C. Cobb, D. Min., Rector
The Rev. Rick Milliorn, Senior Associate & Contemporary Music Director
The Rev. Ken Hanna, Pastor of Operations & Rey de Paz
The Rev. John H. Dixon Jr., Rey de Paz Pastor 
The Rev. Ronald R. Thomson, Rector Emeritus 
The Rev. Dr. Courtney G. Brown, Deacon
Irene Taylor, Assistant to the Rector
Rick Garven, Organist and Adult Choir Director
Kristie Cossel, Youth Ministry Director
Adam Drake, Assistant Youth Ministry
Kelly Morten, Children's Ministry Director
Teresa Oduor, Assistant Children's Ministry 
Edward A. Endlich, English Speaking Center Director & Parish Administrator
Lupe Mendoza, Director of Preschool/Daycare
Marilyn Jay, Financial Secretary
Susie Hunter, Bookkeeper
Anne Walker, Librarian 
Ericka Garcia, Receptionist
  
 
Vestry

 
 Ben Bass • Julia Beauchamp  • Tom Beeman • Trey Burdick • Joseph Gainor  

Mike Hicks  • John Roskosky • Susie Schneider • Maggy Smith • Riley Stephens  
 
 

John Schmid, Senior Warden
Linda Gunter, Junior Warden
Lin Banks, Treasurer • cbank@elp.rr.com
Edward A. Endlich, Clerk • eaendlich@sbcglobal.net

(915) 533-4915 

(915) 533-1958 

www.stclements.com 

office@stclements.com

If you have a change of address or no longer want to
receive the Anchor, please let us know!

The Anchor of St. Clement (USPS 0116-610) is published monthly
by the Church of St. Clement, 810 N. Campbell St., El Paso, Texas

79902-5203. Periodicals Postage is paid in El Paso, Texas.
Postmaster: Send address change to Church of St. Clement, 
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