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Providing a “senior service” exclusively for
attendees 65 and above to attend in person.
(Sounds like the 8:30 a.m. service to me!)

Ask all attendees who have an underlying at-risk
health condition to stay home and watch the
services online.

Equip ushers and greeters with gloves and
masks.

Consider keeping child care closed, unless the
house of worship can comply with CDC
guidelines for child care facilities.

Ensure all attendees sanitize their hands and put
on a mask before entering the building.

Ensure attendees sit with their family unit, use
social distancing between each unit.

Provide a central collection box in the building or
encourage online giving.

Clergy should dismiss attendees so as to
maintain social distancing.

Staff should sanitize seats and frequently
touched surfaces between services.

Consider how the sacraments can be
administered without attendees having to touch
the same surfaces and objects.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

“I miss going to church.” Many people have said
something like that to me over the last six weeks.
There does seem to be good news on the horizon,
with many countries in Europe and states in the
U.S. announcing plans to open up and loosen
restrictions. 

I am delighted that on April 17, Governor Abbott
issued revised Guidelines for Houses of Worship
During the Covid-19 Crisis. They were effective
“immediately” and suggested the following:

Therefore, we will resume offering both worship
services again on Sunday, May 3rd.  Sanitizer and
masks will be available. We highly recommend that
you not come to church if you in a high-risk category,
or just don’t feel safe attending. We will continue to
“stream” the 10:45 a.m. service each week. In an
effort to be safe, we will only offer the bread for Holy
Communion. We will not resume Saturday services
immediately. 

As we slowly transition back to regular services, we
will not be having coffee hour or Sunday School for
children yet. We will offer nursery care and will follow
CDC guidelines.  Older children can sit together with
their families until we are able to have Sunday School
again. 

One would expect that income would suffer due to
loss of jobs, etc., although I have heard that some will
actually fare better financially on unemployment than
when working!  Let us remember Stewardship Lesson
#1: Everything that we have is from God! If you
applied for and are receiving unemployment benefits,
thank God, and then tithe! 

I personally haven’t seen a stimulus check yet,
although I know some people have. I was thinking that
there are probably a lot of people that don’t need, and
perhaps didn’t even want one. How about praying
about donating that money, or part of it, to the Church
or School to help out during this time?  

Or perhaps you desperately need financial help for
food, rent assistance, etc.  Our Benevolence Fund is
limited, but its purpose is to help you when you need
help. Let one of the clergy know if we can help you at
this time.

In His Peace, 

The Rev. William C. Cobb, D. Min.

N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  C H U R C H  O F  S T .  C L E M E N T



 

 

Plans for this spring changed
quickly! Weren’t we all surprised
that our regular routine of weekly
gathering was so abruptly
interrupted? Well, I, for one, was not
excited about missing contact with
the precious children I see each
week. In an effort to stay connected
to our families, I created a Facebook
page for parents and kids to access
the Gospel Project story videos,
videos of teachers reading books 
& doing crafts, Teresa’s flannel
board story videos and links to
websites that may be of interest to
families.  Some families have even
posted pics of their children. Even
though our plans for Easter changed
and we were not able to gather
physically, we were still able to
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus
together! On Good Friday, a group
of volunteers, Teresa and I took
Easter baskets filled with Easter
crafts, Resurrection-themed eggs
and a little candy to the children of
St. Clement.  Teresa and I filled 60
baskets and we were able to deliver
them all to some happy families.
Also, Mr. David (Castle)sent a video
of himself reading the Easter story
book for the kids and Teresa’s
Easter flannel board story was a
blessing to everyone who watched.
We know this is an uncertain time
for most, but we will continue to do
what we can to keep everyone
connected and keep sharing the
good news of God’s great love for
us in Christ.

Y O U T H  G R O U P    

This has been a wild month, but we are
still having a great time as a youth
group.  We are active on social media
so that the kids can see daily messages
from us.  We are having virtual youth
group on Wednesdays through Zoom.
We are talking about having peace and
trusting in the Lord during this time.One
of the messages was on Matthew 7:24-
25, about building your house on a rock
not on sand, so that when the storm
comes the house stands firm. 
Some activities we have during the
week to help them focus on the Lord are
devotionals every other day, bible
study calls once a week and
discipleship groups that talk weekly. 
We also have fun Netflix parties once a
week. 
It has been interesting to try and fill their
time with moments of intentional
connection with Jesus.  We figured that
they would be on their phones and
computers most of the time anyway so
we might as well meet them there on
their screens. 
Even through this time we have worked
to stay close to our students.  It has
been challenging but also rewarding to
see kids want to engage with us.  It
seems like we have been talking and
reaching our students more during this
stay at home time than before.  Maybe
that’s because they are stuck at home
and not as busy running around with all
their activities.  
As we look forward we are going to
continue to push our students closer to
the Lord and pray that they experience
and know the God who loves them.   
 
In Him, The Good Soil Leaders
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St. Clement’s Kids!



During this time, we remain as passionate as ever about helping our students
grow, and connect with teachers and classmates they know and love. We have
adopted a new way of learning, and delivering instruction, too. Although we are
ending the school year through our electronic devices, we still remain a very
closely connected community. We have been working long hours to meet our new
demands. The silver lining to our changes has been beautiful. Our students have
been making presentations online to each other, and are more creative than ever! 

We have had lessons that demonstrate conceptual understanding in innovative ways. Artwork,
diagrams, PowerPoints, models, and more have been entertaining and informative. We are proud of
our students and their work!  We are praying together that we continue to help each other during
this time of uncertainty. Thank you to all of our church members for your continued support and
assurance. The one thing we know is that students will never be happier to begin a school year than
in the fall of 2020!
Sara McCleskey, Head of School

It has been an interesting April for Ciudad Nueva.  April is usually full
of    preparing kids for summer camp, raising funds to go to summer
camp, filling bellies with yummy enchiladas, end of year celebrations
& much more.   We miss all these things, but we are adjusting to our
temporary new normal.   
Shelter in Place has caused us to change the way we serve our
community in big ways, but we have done it.    While we can’t have
meetings in person, our staff has been amazing at connecting with
our kids in different ways.  We have dropped off activity kits, Easter
surprises, and held zoom bible studies, zoom hangouts & homework
help.   The kids have rolled with the punches and we continue to
connect & check-in.  It has also allowed us to reconnect with some
kids we hadn’t seen in a while. Our food co-op is going well. We are
regularly getting food donated by local grocery stores.  We are
making an average of 100 boxes a week (4k-7k lbs/week of food) to
deliver to homebound families and have everyone else collect through
a drive thru pick up at Ciudad Nueva.  A list of elderly community
members has been made and those members have been given a
buddy who will check up on them & run errands for them as needed. 
We are regularly in need of a few donations that include: milk, eggs, &
toilet paper.  Last weekend we were able to buy 60 dozen eggs with a
donation given.
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St. Clement’s Sesquicentennial  1870 – 2020

We are still celebrating our year-long
Sesquicentennial, even though we have been
side-lined by the COVID-19 sequestering.

If you want to view the previous portrayals of historic
characters, you are invited to go on-line to our
YouTube site:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7K-
OISkRPoekvY-A_6No6A/videos . There are videos of
the following: William Wallace Mills (1836-1913)
portrayed by Rev. John Dixon; Gaylord Judd Clarke
(1836-1870) portrayed by Greg Carameros; Frances
Helen Corey Clarke (1836-1914) portrayed by Karen
Hoover; Parson Joseph Wilkin Tays (1827-1884)
portrayed by Joseph Gainor; Rev. Henry Easter (ca.
1860-ca. 1918) portrayed by Rev. Bill Cobb; and Col.
Albert Jennings Fountain (1838-1896) represented by
David Etzold. 

During April, we had hoped to offer the “Rick Square”
Musical event– a concert featuring musical contrasts;
regrettably, that had to be postponed. Still tentatively
scheduled for the summer: Mission Outreach to
Oaxaca, Mexico, and a Christian Film Festival in
August. We’ll see.
Stay tuned!

We continue with our historic summaries.

Rectors of the Church of St. Clement

Joseph Wilkin Tays   1870-1884
James Hulme   1885-1887
George H. Higgins  1887-1891
Mayo Cabell Martin  1892-1902
Henry Easter  1903-1917
Fuller Swift  1917-1922
Benjamin Tibbetts Kemerer  1923-1928
Clarence H. Horner  1928-1937
DuBose Murphy  1937-1943
William Godsell Wright  1943-1953
Bertie Manners Gascoigne Williams  1953-1954
Robert Thatcher Gibson  1954-1965
John William Ellison  1966-1971
Ronald Reed Thomson  1972- 1996
Philip Hill Jones   1998-2005
William Cox Cobb   2006-

Fuller Swift (1917-1922) served 5 years:  The Rev.
Fuller Swift of Grace Church of Kansas City, Missouri,
arrived in April 1917, two months after Mr. Easter’s. At
this time due to the outbreak of World War I, many
troops were stationed at Fort Bliss, which provided
opportunities for ministry at the Post. A great part of
Mr. Swift’s attention was devoted to work among the
large number of soldiers stationed in El Paso during
and after the war. He provided confirmation classes to
those desiring to be confirmed before they left for
France, and the church was always filled on Sundays
due to their attendance. In this period, the custom of
carrying the flag in the procession was established.
Mr. Swift made many changes in the arrangement of
Kendrick Hall. The basement was finished to
accommodate the primary classes which removed
from the Sunday school room on the first floor. The
kitchen was also moved downstairs. The basement
became known as the “undercroft.” In the assembly
Hall on the second floor, a stage was built, and the
Sunday school tables were removed, and booths
arranged around the hall to accommodate the
upper grades of the Sunday school. 
   In 1921, Bishop Frederick B. “Ted” Howden founded
St. Alban’s as a mission of St. Clement’s parish, in the
Manhattan Heights area. The expense of the little
chapel was taken care of by the parish of St. Clement
until 1923. The purpose of St. Anne’s Mission was to
minister to the Spanish speaking community. In July
of 1922, Mr. Swift resigned and left for Galesburg,
Illinois. Bishop Howden was earnest in recruiting
clergy for his far-flung churches and missions. 

Historic Summary: St. Clement’s Church 150 Years at El Paso, Texas
by Mrs. Robert T. Hoover, III (Karen) May 2020
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In 1923, the bishop
recommended the Rev. Benjamin
Tibbetts Kemerer to St.
Clement’s. (Kemerer served
1923-1928, for five years.) Prior
to this appointment, Rev.
Kemerer had served as the
General Secretary of the National
Council and had traveled to 

many  parts of the country, interpreting the great
reorganizationand missionary movement inaugurated
by the national church at that time. He no doubt had
been influenced by the Interchurch World Movement
which was a Christian interfaith organization founded
in 1918. IWM represented one of the most ambitious
projects of American Protestantism in its time, with
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Sesquicentennial 2020 
Calendar of Events*

Summer 2020.  Tentative Mission Trip to
Oaxaca, Mexico

August. Christian Film Festival

September. Matthew 25 Event

October. Founders Day Celebration 
Service and Picnic

November 11- 21. Sesquicentennial 
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

December 6. Messiah Sing-a-Long 
School Dinner Theatre

*Subject to change

high aspirations to coordinate the resources of the
American churches in evangelizing the world and
tackling a variety of other religious and social
objectives. Rev. Kemerer was also aware of the work
of Episcopal Bishop Charles Henry Brent, who served
as a missionary to the Muslims and Chinese in the
Philippines, then in the South End of Boston, and
finally settling in the Diocese of New Jersey. When the
reverend arrived in El Paso, there were 77,500
residents; and Rev. Kemerer organized 500
parishioners in seventeen separate church guilds to
serve this region. Under his steady leadership and
that of Dr. Higgins and Deacon B.M.G. Williams, who
volunteered to assist, there were numerous social
activities and opportunities for missionary work at St.
Clement’s. There was a Christmas Pageant, Ladies
Night Supper-Dance, Mens’ Club with over 300 men,
Junior Choir with 30 children, an all-male Senior Choir
with 32 men, Womens’ Guild-Auxiliary with a foreign
mission focus, St. Anne’s with a clinic serving 200
people per month, kindergarten, adult English classes
and many social gatherings.  Rev. Kemerer left El
Paso in 1928, for St. Paul’s in Duluth, Minnesota,
where he later became Bishop of Duluth in 1930.
   Rev. Clarence H. Horner (served 1928-1937 for nine
years):  Rev. Horner was a “go-getter” from San
Antonio Texas who attended West Texas Military
Academy, University of the South, Geneva
Theological Seminary in New York, served in World
War I, was a chaplain at West Texas Military
Academy, was a missionary to China, and was an
Assistant Rector at Grace Church in New York City
before coming to St. Clement’s. His focus was
primarily on young people. He sponsored the Junior
Service League, ages 12-14; Girl Scouts; the
Brotherhood of St. Andrew No.441 and a junior
chapter; the Women’s Bible class; a Book Club;
added Evensong on Sundays with Mrs. W.D. Greet
playing the organ; and established a
nursery/kindergarten. St. Clement’s participated in the
Community Thanksgiving at Liberty Hall.  Christmas
pageants were taken from 13th/14th century York
nativity plays, and there were readings from historic
documents such as the Gettysburg Address.  Rev.
Horner is credited with remodeling Easter Chapel.  He
left St. Clement’s Church in 1937, for the historic
Grace Church in Providence, Rhode Island.   

The Lebanese Community (1920s):  The incoming
of the Syrians-Lebanese people to El Paso came in
the 1920s.   St. Clement’s was graced with many
families of these immigrants, since there were no
Orthodox churches in the area. [St. George’s
Antiochian Church was not established until October
1947.] Abraham Mowad and his family were one of
the first to attend St. Clement’s.  The Family Grocery
Store served as the delivery point for St. Clement’s
mail.  H&H Car Wash, begun by Najib Haddad,
became a focal point for friendships and the exchange
of views. The Abrahams, Maloolys, Halows, Zacours,
Abouds, Abdous, Klinks, Freijes and Josephs who
lived in the neighborhood, contributed greatly to the
vibrancy of the ministry of St. Clement’s Church.

Excerpts taken from: Whose House We Are by
Melanie Wayne; “Forty Years at El Paso 1858-1898”,
by W.W. Mills; “El Paso Chronicles” by Leon Metz;
Watchtower on the Rio Grande, by Mardee de Wetter;
and The History of St. Clement’s Church 1870-1925,
by Esther Darbyshire MacCallum.

There are 12 copies of the book Whose House We Are still
available. This is an account of the history of St. Clement’s
Church. If you would like to purchase a copy, contact the
office or Melanie Wayne (melwayne@elp.rr.com.) The cost
of the book is $20.00.



Oh, if we had a crystal ball. Many of us think “This Can’t Be
Happening” or “We never saw it coming”. Our minds may
understand the death of a loved one, but our hearts may be
reluctant to accept the “new reality” of our loss. After all, “Denial
covers over the sharpness of the pain.” Add the COVID-19 issue,
which has caused serious, if not permanent, social disruption to
our “new reality”. As a result, “GriefShare” is “on hold”. Richard
Roman, Nancy Pilgrim and I are considering several options to
include the feasibility of online “GriefShare” groups. “GriefShare”
provides a lot of help and information, but it has gotten rather
complicated in the “new reality”. A major concern is if participants
must be “computer savvy” to be able to view the videos online and
connect to a teleconference such as “Zoom”. No one who needs
help should be left out.A second concern is the level of sharing.
It’s enough of a challenge for a grieving person to open up in a
small, welcoming group let alone a cold computer screen filled
with strange faces. May this just be too daunting? Another option
is to wait. Because we have three co-facilitators, we may be able
to resume small group meetings of 5 people by the middle of May.
We also have two sets of videos with workbooks and could run at
least two groups simultaneously. Many of us may be tempted to
“dive into” our work and fill our minds with anything but the truth
of the present situation. But “Proverbs” tells us to be open to the
truth and to pursue it: “Buy the truth and do not sell it; get
wisdom, discipline and understanding” (23:23). Our prayer:
“Jesus, give me the courage to face the truth. With Your help I
know I can do it. Amen.”

From the library:
Greetings, all. Your library team is
ready to get back to work. Our
Children’s Librarian, Pat, has been
going in to work when our
amazing Rick Garven goes To the
church. We have been in the
process of removing books which
are not being read, and welcome
your suggestions for new books to
add. I encourage everyone to use
some of this time to read books
which you haven’t had time for
before. For our adult friends,
perhaps you would enjoy reading
books which were written for
adolescents. During stressful
times, especially, many people
have discovered this secret!
Hoping to see everyone soon.
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MAY 18, 2020 
Join us for a tour of 

several trumpets and 
tunes! Bring a covered 

dish for noon lunch and a 
friend! 

10:30 Fr John Dixon 
Communion; Sam speaks 

and plays at 11; great 
lunch if Kay is also 

cooking!! What a treat!
“If you hate trumpets just 
don’t even come to this 

meeting. Just come have 
fun.” - Sam
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

2 PM Youth Group 
Bible Study

     3
8:30 AM Traditional 
Worship  Service

10:45 AM Contemporary  
Worship  Service

12:30 PM Youth Lunch

      4    5

9 AM Staff Meeting

      6

11 AM Prayer & 
Fasting

        7        8     9

2 PM Youth Group 
Bible Study

  10

8:30 AM Traditional 
Worship  Service

10:45 AM Contemporary 
Worship  Service

12:30 PM Youth Lunch

11   12

9 AM Staff Meeting

5:30 PM Vestry Prayer 

13

11 AM Prayer & 
Fasting

6 PM Youth Group 
Online

 14  15

ANCHOR 
DEADLINE

16

2 PM Youth Group 
Bible Study

     17

8:30 AM Traditional 
Worship  Service

10:45 AM Contemporary  
Worship Service

12:30 PM Youth Lunch

    18      19
9 AM Staff Meeting

12 PM Finance 
Committee Meeting

     20

11 AM Prayer & 
Fasting

6 PM Youth Group

     21      22 23

2 PM Youth Group 
Bible Study

24

8:30 AM Traditional 
Worship  Service

10:45 AM Contemporary 
Worship  Service

12:30 PM Youth Lunch

25

11:30 Mission Board 
on Zoom

26
9 AM Staff Meeting

5:30 PM Vestry Busi-
ness Meeting

27

11 AM Prayer & 
Fasting

6 PM Youth Group

28 29 30

31
8:30 AM Traditional 
Worship  Service

10:45 AM Contemporary 
Worship  Service

12:30 PM Youth Lunch

7



The Anchor 
M  A  Y   2 0 2 0 ,  I S S U E  5  -  V O L  2 0

Mission Statement
 

The Church of St. Clement, under the lordship of Jesus Christ, by the grace of God and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
intentionally pursues real worship, real relationships, and real difference through our core values.

Church Staff
 
 
The Rev. William C. Cobb, D. Min., Rector
The Rev. Rick Milliorn, Senior Associate & Contemporary Music Director
The Rev. Ken Hanna, Pastor of Operations & Rey de Paz
The Rev. John H. Dixon Jr., Rey de Paz Pastor 
The Rev. Ronald R. Thomson, Rector Emeritus 
The Rev. Dr. Courtney G. Brown, Deacon
Irene Taylor, Assistant to the Rector
Rick Garven, Organist and Adult Choir Director
Kristie Cossel, Youth Ministry Director
Adam Drake, Assistant Youth Ministry
Kelly Morten, Children's Ministry Director
Teresa Oduor, Assistant Children's Ministry 
Edward A. Endlich, English Speaking Center Director & Parish Administrator
Lupe Mendoza, Director of Preschool/Daycare
Marilyn Jay, Financial Secretary
Susie Hunter, Bookkeeper
Anne Walker, Librarian 
Ericka Garcia, Receptionist
 

Vestry
 
 

 Ben Bass • Julia Beauchamp  • Tom Beeman • Trey Burdick • Joseph Gainor  
Mike Hicks  • John Roskosky • Susie Schneider • Maggy Smith • Riley Stephens  

 
 

John Schmid, Senior Warden
Linda Gunter, Junior Warden
Lin Banks, Treasurer • cbank@elp.rr.com
Edward A. Endlich, Clerk • eaendlich@sbcglobal.net

(915) 533-4915 

(915) 533-1958 

www.stclements.com 

office@stclements.com

If you have a change of address or no longer want to
receive the Anchor, please let us know!

The Anchor of St. Clement (USPS 0116-610) is published monthly
by the Church of St. Clement, 810 N. Campbell St., El Paso, Texas

79902-5203. Periodicals Postage is paid in El Paso, Texas.
Postmaster: Send address change to Church of St. Clement, 

810 N. Campbell, El Paso, Texas 79902-5203
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