
Weekly Connector: Witnesses! 
 

March 22, 2019 

Hello, Church! 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." - Jesus (Acts 1:8) 

On any given evening, choose any nightly news station (or YouTube news channel), and you will probably see a story 
that includes a witness.  Someone will have seen a horrific collision between a number of vehicles, or the aftermath of 
a fire that erupted  in a home, or maybe a tornado touch down upon a neighborhood or farm. These folks come 
willingly to tell their stories to a watching world. 

Or, on that same news program or video, we may also learn from a story of injustice.  It is not uncommon to learn of 
someone, after receiving abuse or neglect from another person, or group, or business, or branch of government, who 
have surrounding them advocates (witnesses) who are more than willing to speak boldly for the one they feel has 
suffered and deserves recognition and justice.  Again, these advocates come willingly to tell their stories to a 
watching world. 

Last week, I had the opportunity to speak to some fellow leaders from Churches of God throughout Ohio regarding 
Missions - both local and global. The question: how do we as Christ-followers and together as local churches put 
Jesus’ command into motion? How can we be His witnesses to a watching world? 

Maybe our struggle begins with the definition of the word He uses: “witnesses”. 

On a Monday, someone asks about what you did over weekend. Do you tell them about the service you attended with 
your church or the opportunity to serve others you enjoyed? Further, do you add that the reason you do what you do 
is because of what Jesus did (and does) for you?  These are the responses of a witness. 

Or, in response to those questions, do we tell them about the rest of the weekend that is not so “religious” or “faith-
based”? Do our responses have more to do with what we feel is more comfortable to share than the reality of Jesus 
being our king?  

What can we do to prepare for those opportunities to witness to a watching world?  Here is one path to consider: 

• Be willing to be His witness. Although He did redeem (purchase) His followers at a price, we are not 
“hostages”. We are His witnesses - willingly (and gladly) telling a watching world what we have seen and 
heard and experienced in Him. 

• Look to Jesus and His Spirit. He will prepare you for those opportunities to be His witness. 

• Tell your stories of Jesus for the right reasons. Do we tell these stories to obey His commands? Yes. Yet, 
not as a “have to”, but as a “get to”. Check your motives to ensure you are indeed his willing witness - and 
not a hostage! 

• If all else fails, prayerfully return to step one and start over again. 

By His sovereign plan, He has chosen you to be His 
follower.  He has also chosen you to be His proclaimer, 
His reconciler, and His witness.  

This Sunday, you have an opportunity to take action as a 
witness by inviting someone to learn with you some 
important lessons from Jesus regarding treasures! 
“Treasures Near and Far” is a sermon series we start on 
March 24 that helps us learn from Jesus the reality of our 
financial goals: are they earthly or are they eternal? What 



 

does our life reflect as more important: our 401K, our IRA, or the LORD’s Day? Again, be sure to come early and 
bring a friend to celebrate Jesus and His leadership, love, and provision in our lives. 

Lastly, Sherry and I remain overwhelmed by the love, care, and sympathy we received through cards, calls, and 
personal encouragement after the passing of my Dad. You make our world a better one and I thank God for you, your 
love for Him and for us.  Praise the Lord! 

I love you, Church! 

Pastor greg 


