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Hello, Church. 

What would you give (or pay) for a soul to be saved? What is a soul worth? 

What would you be willing to give up? Or, what action would you take in order that another would know the joy of being in God ’s forever family? 

A few years ago, Colleen and Tim Stevenson, missionaries to East Africa, were traveling in northern Uganda and Colleen had this strong sense 
from God that there should be a new focus upon the villages in the north - in particular, a town called Kitgum.  

The northern region of Uganda had suffered for decades under oppression from the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) led by Joseph Kony - an evil 
leader who brought death and pain to peaceful people. Although it has been over 20 years since the LRA ended their terror, the north is still in 
the process of recovery. Thankfully, there is more investment in the larger cities, but the smaller ones, like Kitgum, struggles still. 

A few miles outside Kitgum, however, there was another woman who had prayed for some 
time that there would be a church near her hut so that her family could worship together in the 
community in which she lived.  Then, a few months ago, she saw some land that had been 
cleared right next to the main road she took into town.  Bricks were delivered with concrete 
and sand. Men began laying a foundation for a building. Some thought it would be a dance or 
disco place - at least, that was the rumor. 

Then, the news spread that the building would be a church! This was the answer to 
her prayer!  There had been a few churches in the 
area, but they had come and gone, leaving behind 
them a bad reputation and more questions than 
answers - more doubt than faith.  Then, on the day 

the roof was to be installed, a parade of people came down the road, bringing with them people 
from other parts of Uganda and from as far away as America. 

After a series of introductions, home visits, planting trees, leadership and children classes, and 
a revival service, people from the area began to 
come to the church. More and more of them put their faith in Jesus and joined the church. Other 
leaders, wanting a church more local to their community, committed to join the church. A regional 
pastor from the Church of God began preaching regularly while raising up another pastor for the 
people. 

You probably guessed that the Americans were folks 
you sent from our church along with a few 
folks from Eagle Ridge Church of God, in Midland, 
Michigan! The rest of the visitors from Uganda 

were Church of God leaders from the northern region and our missionaries, Tim and 
Colleen Stevenson.  Since our visit in October, the church has over 75 (some say as many as 
100) salvation experiences while attendance is about 150 and still growing! 

So, back to the questions, but more specifically: what would you be willing to give up to continue 
growing our family in Uganda in in Bolivia? We provide for Global Missions in 3 ways: 1) through a 
Living Link relationship with the Stevensons, Kaitlin Smith (medical missionary to Uganda), and David and Barbara Miller in Bolivia. 2) Project 
work like that which was described above. 3) And, sponsoring children through Child of Promise. 

This Sunday, we are taking up a special offering for two of our Living Link partners: the Stevensons and Millers. They are struggling to raise 
sufficient funds to remain in their field doing the work they have been called to provide.  Anything we give will help them in their work bringing 
Jesus and His life change to East Africa and South America - places like Kitgum. 

So please bring what the Lord has led you to bring on Sunday, in addition to your regular giving, and let’s see what God has in store for the 
Stevensons, the Millers, and us! 

On Sunday, we continue letting "Songs of Christmas" guide us into the Scriptures. This week, we find out how a faithful man, despite the pain 
around him, chose faith over despair - providing for us an inspiring song of hope, gathering us together to give "Glory to God in the 
highest," seeking "peace on earth, good will toward men." (Luke 2:14) 

I love you, Church! 

Pastor greg 



 


