
Weekly Connector: How will I know? 
 

December 14, 2018 

Hello, Church! 

There was once a man named Henry who was married to Fanny. Together they lived in Massachusetts, raised their six children, 
and  loved each other deeply as the nation slipped toward the bloodiest conflict of its young history - the Civil War. 1861 was a tough 
year for the country and for this family. One hot summer’s day, Fanny was trying to melt wax for sealing envelopes and accidentally 
caught her dress on fire.  Henry tried to extinguish the flames but only succeeded in burning his face and arms in the process. His 
beloved Fanny died the next day while Henry's burns prevented him from attending her funeral. 

As the annual times of celebration came around, Christmas time merriment in particular was understandably muted. Henry wrote in his 
diary that year, “How inexpressibly sad are all holidays.” 

The next few years weren’t much better. The war dragged on. His oldest son Charles secretly enlisted in the war effort, eventually being 
commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant. Then, in December of 1863, Henry learned that his son was wounded in battle - a bullet piercing a 
hole through his body, narrowly missing his spinal column and sparing Charles from paralysis. Truly, Henry was at his lowest. 

Finally, on Christmas Day of 1864, seeming to process all the conflicting emotions of his faith and his tragedy, Henry penned these 
words: 

And in despair I bowed my head 

There is no peace on earth I said 

For hate is strong and mocks the song 

Of peace on earth, good will to men 

  

Then rang the bells more loud and deep  

God is not dead, nor doth He sleep 

The wrong shall fail, the right prevail 

With peace on earth, good will to men 

This song, “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day” was written by Henry, known as Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, one of most popular 
poets of the 19th century. He reminds us that even in our grief and anguish, when our lives fail to match our expectations, we can claim 
the promises of a just God and sing with the carolers, “God is not dead, nor doth He sleep. The wrong shall fail, the right prevail with 
peace on earth, good will to men!” 

When exposed to sunlight, clay hardens while butter melts - the same sun yet different results.  As I consider the experience of Mr. 
Longfellow, I am reminded of the role that suffering plays in the life of a Christ-follower. Of those who suffer, some, even after a time, 
are strengthened in their faith while others turn away.  The one clings to God while the other is repelled. One grows bitter or cools with 
indifference while the other enjoys a refreshing radiance. 

This Sunday, we continue to look at the faith of those who experienced the first 
Christmas in real-time. No one taught them how to respond but, just like you and me, 
their experiences - joys and sorrows, victories and disappointments - bring a 
foundation to their faiths. Please be sure to bring a friend as we take a look at a 
question many of us have asked at one time or another, “How will I know?” Sunday 
School at 9am. Service begins at 10am.  I look forward to celebrating Jesus together! 

 

 



 

May the Lord continue to “guide our feet into the way of peace.” (Luke 1:80) 

I love you, Church! 

Pastor greg 

-------------- 

Don't forget these opportunities to serve and participate! 

Tuesday, December 18: Serve lunch to East Canton School Teachers and Staff. Once a year, we take the opportunity to demonstrate 
appreciation to our hard-working school staff by offering a warm meal. Call the church office to find out how you can help cook or serve 
these important servants in the community. 
Friday, December 21: Christmas Caroling. Meeting at the church before 6pm, we take bus in the surrounding neighborhoods and 
spread Christmas cheer “by singing loud for all to hear!” 
Saturday, December 22: Serving at Canton Calvary Mission. Meet at the church at 4:45pm to drive to Canton Cavalry Mission and 
feed those in need who come. Sign up in the Welcome Center or call the church office if you would like to serve or help cook. 
Monday, December 31: New Year’s Eve Party at the Louisville YMCA. Each year, we reserve the YMCA on New Year’s Eve for 
families to swim, play basketball or volleyball, or play board games as they eat sub sandwiches and other goodies. This is open 5pm-
9pm. 


