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January 12, 2019 

Hello, Church! 

This week has been a week of vision - looking behind and looking ahead. 

On Wednesday evening, some of us took a moment and thanked God for what He did in 2018.  We organized this review by our “pillars 
and platforms” - that is, our main pillars of KIDS, Youth, Partnerships, and Missions supported by the platforms of Administrative 
Excellence and Leadership Development. 

In 2018, our focus on KIDS resulted in an improved Check-in process to accommodate more KIDS (i.e., as kids bring their friends, we 
have a solid process to ensure they are securely registered, dropped off, and picked up).  Our Sports and Arts Camp focused on 
“LEGOS” this year and was well attended and received (over 100 kids!).  The Youth sought to strengthen students’ relationship w/ 
Jesus. They studied the importance of boundaries (or Guardrails) in they loves, developed Spiritual Gifts and Ministry plans. 

In the local community, we delivered Easter, Thanksgiving, and Christmas baskets; adopted children for Christmas; supported families 
with fuel so that they could travel to their doctor’s appointments, with food boxes for healthy meals, with necessary clothing and 
household goods, and backpacks to kids as they began the school year. Meals were provided for kids and their families at the Summer 
Lunch Programs and at Canton Calvary Mission.  

This last year we also increased our Child Sponsorship to nearly 80 kids! Our trips to visit our Ugandan family provided the beginning of 
a church building in a refugee camp for South Sudanese, a house for a Grandma (Jajja) supporting 5 grandchildren, workshops to raise 
up leaders and set the direction for the church of God in Uganda (East Africa), continued improvement upon the East Canton Church of 
God School in Gulu, and ongoing support for our TAPP clients working so hard to provide for their families! 

We partnered with: 
Hannah’s House 119 to rescue young girls from the cycle of poverty, neglect, and abuse; 
Refuge of Hope, providing meals, support, and shelter; 
Canton Calvary Mission, providing home cooked warm meals and encouragement; 
Northeast Ohio Church of God, connecting Churches together as we pursue the same vision! 

Seeking Administrative Excellence, we provided a new Membership Class approach called "The Kitchen Table" & "Next Steps” - inviting 
new families to better understand where and how God is leading us. The new Visitation/Care team visits shut-ins and Health Centers. 
In our facilities, God continues to enable us to update the facilities He gives us: a new sign, updated kitchen, new windows, and new 
platform lighting in the Sanctuary. 

We also looked ahead at 2019 and there is so much God has called us to do! Will you roll up your sleeves and help make it happen? I 
look forward to serving with you! 

Tomorrow, we continue to be challenged by our King Jesus as He teaches us what “Right 
Giving” really means. Be sure to arrive early, bring a friend, find a seat, and unite in 
worship to our King, our Savior, and our Friend - Jesus. Do NOT let the snow stop you 
from worshiping the One who loves you - not matter what! 

May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance 
and patience with joy; giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in light. Col. 1:11-12 

Be strong for whatever God has in store for you! 

I love you, Church! 

Pastor greg 


