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IRENE WITOSKI’S VISIT TO THE 
CONGO FOR OUR 10 YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

the vet’s suggestions for food, sanita-
tion and pens. They also wanted to 
raise rabbits and I asked them to go 
through the same process of planning 
how to care for them before asking 
for the purchase of the rabbits. 

Every morning I was taken to Rev. 
Kabasele’s home for breakfast. I had 
some gifts to give the children that 
they really enjoyed. We went to 
IMCK hospital and gave them the 
supplies I brought. One thing I do 
when visiting there is to pay the bill 
of one of the indigenous patients. 
The lady I helped had severe injuries 
which ultimately lead to the 
amputation of one of her legs. She 
had been there six months waiting for 
her bill to be paid so she could go 
home. She needs a prosthesis which, 
of course, she has no money to pay 
for. After lunch, we visited the 
school where we met the nursing and 
laboratory students. In the afternoon 
we celebrated the NCP-Kananga 
Presbytery Partnership. We then 
went to dinner with Rev. Tshibabua. 

The next day we celebrated the 
Lewes–Lungandu  partnership. The 
service started a 10:00 a.m. Each of 
the six choirs sang. Then we had 
three offerings where everyone in the 
church dances  to the front to give 
their money. We had a brief prayer 
for a couple who had a baby about 

came from seeds. I learned a lot from 
that tour. They were very proud of 
the progress made there since it was 
started 10 years ago with New Castle 

Presbytery. Since that project began, 
they have had setbacks with drought 
and theft, but overcame those issues 
to evolve into a thriving undertaking. 
In the afternoon, I was taken to the 
home where I would be staying for 
the rest of my visit. I had stayed there 
on a previous visit and my room had 
its own bathroom which made it very 
convenient. 

The next day I went to the church 
that we funded for a piggery. Unfor-
tunately, the pigs died from disease. 
They have since gotten a veterinarian 
who has agreed to care for any future 
pigs for a very reasonable fee. We 
discussed the issues that caused their 
first attempt to fail and I asked them 
to plan for any future attempts using 

I would like to thank everyone for al-
lowing me to represent you at the 10 
year anniversary of our partnership 
with Lungandu Church. So much has 
happened since the beginning of our 
relationship. When we started, many 
people thought that it was a project; 
Building, feeding, improving health 
and finding potable water. How 
wrong we were! 

When I arrived in Kananga with two 
NCP representatives, we were greet-
ed by church officials. We were tak-
en to the guest house and had dinner 
which consisted of rabbit, chicken, 
eggs, greens and of course Bidia (you 
will be offered this at every meal). 
My first night at the guest house, 
which is owned by a church member, 
was very nice. We had electricity un-
til 10:30 p.m. and TV. After that 
there is solar lighting available for a 
couple hours. By 2:00 a.m., the room 
got quite warm with windows shut 
and mosquito netting over the bed. 
The bathrooms were nice but had no 
running water as was the case every-
where I went. The next morning I left 
my two travelers and went to the 
palm oil plantation. 

The plantation is producing oil for 
sale. It is quite large. The acreage is 
divided among the churches in the 
Presbytery so that the workload is 
shared. I had no idea that the oil 
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two months previously, but has re-
mained unresponsive. Then we had 
communion and they allowed me to 
serve the wine. We served everyone 
in the church and then we went out-
side to serve the people who couldn’t 
be accommodated inside, then to the 
group who was preparing the goats 
for the celebration feast. I participat-
ed in the service by listing all the ac-
tivities we had accomplished together 
during the past 10 years. They pre-
sented me with a raffia tapestry 
showing the history of our progress 
together. After the feast we went to 
the home of a young woman whose 
baby died several weeks earlier (one 
of the offerings was for her). We 
walked to her home along with the 
session and the choir. We said pray-
ers and sang for her. 

The next day I met with all the com-
mittees at Lungandu. The teachers 
discussed the lack of space for stu-
dents in the 7th and 8th grades who 
have no classroom. They have been 
meeting in the women’s sewing 
building. The teachers also wanted 
either a satchel or backpack to carry 
their materials back and forth from 
home. 

The Moringa committee needed 
some money for teaching the new 
families how to prepare Moringa for 

their family. The nurse reported that 
no one died from illness during the 
past year but he has no more medica-
tions left for this year. The sewing 
group had several of their machines 
stolen about a year ago. The money 
is being repaid by the person who 

allowed the theft, but it will be an-
other year at least before there is 
enough money to replace the ma-
chines and fabric. The bakers 

weren’t selling much because the 
price of flour has gone too high for 
them to make a profit. I convinced 
them to try making beignets until 
the price comes down. They are 
baking again. The shopkeepers were 
not making a profit and couldn’t re-
pay a micro-loan. I arranged for 
them to meet with the man that 
owned the guest house (he has a 
store and travels to the Middle East 
where items are much cheaper than 
in DRC). He was going to discuss 
with them alternative products to 
sell until they repay the loan. Then I 
met with the Session and discussed 
the erosion and roof problems and 
asked them to give me an estimate 
of the cost to correct the problem. I 
also asked for an estimate to com-
plete a small building with two 
rooms where health classes are be-
ing taught. There  is no floor, door 
or windows—just brick walls with 
holes. 

Later that day I met with the board 
of directors of SEPRES (the 
Vocational Training Association) to 
give my annual report. They were 
very grateful for the warehouse built 
by LPC contributions. I had visited 
it earlier in the week. They need the 
classrooms built for instruction— 
we all prayed about that. They want 
to open a bank account at a 
commercial bank but the governor 
has not signed the permit that has 
been on his desk for six months. I 

offered to go speak with him but he 
was out of town. They have had 
some English classes and were 
pleased with the participation and 
plan on more in the future. 

The next day we visited an orphan-
age. It had 50 children that were 
abandoned street kids. They slept on 
dirty three-inch foam with sheets you 
could see through. Missionary Bob 
Rice, whom we support, is very ac-
tive in working with the street chil-
dren ministry. The children go to a 
nearby Catholic school. The children 
look well fed. We toured the kitchen 
where meals were prepared. It 
seemed they were doing the best they 
could with what they had to work 
with. 

We then went to the Protestant 
Center for a farewell send off. This 
was my quote of the day: “This is the 
first farewell party where the people 
leaving stayed and the people staying 
left!” Our transportation was really 
late! 

The next day we took off for 
Belgium security was really tight 
since there had been a bombing in 
Paris and the police were looking for 
the leader of the group who was from 
Belgium. The important thing is that 
we all landed safely and were glad to 
be home. Everyone I met was so 
grateful to have us as partners.  They 
were so appreciative of your prayers 
and emails. 

Irene Witoski 

Matthew 25:40 


