Newsletter of Lewes Presbyterian Church

From the Pastor
Dear Friends in Christ,
Christmas is past but I still love
to read the prophecies of Isaiah
concerning Jesus the Messiah. One
of my favorites is Isaiah 42:2-3: “He
will not shout or cry out or raise his
voice in the streets. A bruised reed
he will not break and a smoldering
wick he will not snuff out.” This
verse refers to the character of Jesus,
the son of God. In particular, it
speaks of the gentleness of Jesus with
those who are vulnerable and at the
breaking point. I guess I grew up
with the view of God as the great
judge of the universe who comes
down hard on those who defy him.
And God certainly fits this
description. But he is also the gentle
savior who loves those who are
hurting, who have been broken by sin
or simply the hardships of life on this
earth. Who is the person that fits the
description of a bruised reed or a
candle that’s just about to go out? I
think that it’s a person who’s at the
end of their rope. They’ve been hit
hard by sickness and the body is
weak and not recovering well. It’s
the person that is in the middle of
broken relationships; a divorce, a
child who has cut us off, a friend
who has walked away, a community
who no longer accepts us.
Sometimes it’s a person broken by
sin; a habit that has taken over our
life, poor judgement that has gotten
us into trouble. I’m not going to
make a list, because we all know the
things that cause us to give up hope
to the point that we are barely
hanging on.
In these situations, Jesus treats us
with tenderness and love. He’s the
one who said: “come to me all you
who are weary and heavy laden and I
will give you rest.” If we are at the
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breaking point, Jesus will come
alongside and help us to continue on.
God gives strength to the broken and
weary. And I love Isaiah vs 7 which
Jesus even read concerning himself:
“(I have come) to open the eyes of
the blind, to free captives from
prison and to release from the
dungeon those who sit in darkness.”
When we feel trapped by life with no
escape, Jesus is the one who says: “I
will free you”. I love this about
Jesus. That he sees the messes that
we find ourselves in and he comes to
our rescue and sees us through. Are
you feeling like you are at the
breaking point this January, has life
stretched you too thin, are you a
candle barely staying lit? The
Messiah came exactly for you and
people in your situation. Take heart
and find comfort and rest in the arms
of Christ. Go to him in prayer, listen
to his voice in the Gospels and the
prophecies such as Isaiah. Find rest
in the company of believers who
carry the light of Christ within.
For Christians the future is
always full of hope whether it’s in
this life or the next. I am hopeful
about the things that Christ is going
to do in our lives. We serve a God
who is all powerful and who works
supernaturally in the world. As we
go into 2020, be ready to see how
God will surprise you as he touches
your life and draws you nearer to
him. God is always at work in the
lives of those who love him. I wish
you all the best in this new year and
pray that the Lord will work
powerfully in your lives.
In Christ,
Rev. Greg Wiest
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Session Highlights,

Treasurer’s Report,

1. Session Approved the 2020
Annual Budget

January 1, 2019 - November 30,2019

2. Approved the Annual
Congregational Meeting to be
scheduled on Sunday, January 26,
2020 at 12:30 p.m.

Revenue………...$408,745 $397,669
Expenditures ..... $389,323 $386,386
Excess Revenue $ 19,422 $ 11,283

Gerry Brown, Clerk of Session

The Life Groups of Lewes
Presbyterian Church have been
meeting this Fall on a monthly
basis and have been studying
the 23rd Psalm. Life Groups
are small groups of people
from our church who meet for
discipleship, for prayer and for
strategizing how to serve and
reach our communities for Jesus Christ. The times of sharing and Bible Study have been
going very well in all of the
groups and there is a clear
movement of the Holy Spirit in
how he has been working with
the people who are involved.
We will be looking to reach
outward to the community in
our groups in the coming year.
Next year we hope to start even
more groups than the four
which are meeting now. If you
are interested in Life Groups,
call the office and let us know
or call the pastor or Sylvia Gilmore.

Jack Lesher, Treasurer
General Fund

2019

2018

Comments:
You see above the eleven months of
your church financial history. As an
accountant, I record financial history.
What I see for us is a shortfall on
Revenues from pledges that would be
large enough to have paid for all our
needed repairs and maintenance costs
in 2019. I also want your to know we
expended less than budgeted for 2019.
We receive less, but we spend less to
keep all in balance. Be thankful.
To all, a happy year 2020!
Mission

2019

Carryover……….$ 5,112
Revenue………...$75,802
Disbursements.…$75,893
Excess Carryover $5,021

LPC Members and Friends that
Passed onto Glory in 2019
Elbert “Elbie” Hicken—1/16/19
Joann Greenspan—1/25/29
Robert Hein—4/30/19
Carol Hansen—5/4/19
Trudy Puglia -- 5/17/19
Tana Gilmore—7/26/19
Harry Hammel—7/22/19
Tom Butterly—8/9/19
Gloria Campbell—9/27/19
Rev. John Gilmore—10/1/19
Nick Overall—12/11/19

2018
$ 6,943
$79,592
$77,834
$ 8,701

Comments:
The Mission budget for 2019 needs
$5,100 to fulfill all requests in the
Budget. I think we will do it.
In everything, Give Thanks!
“Consider the postage stamp; its
usefulness consists in the ability to
stick to one thing till it gets there.:
Josh Billings, American Writer

Congratulations to the Kelly
Class Raffle Winners:
Tea Set: Adrianne Scott
Weaving Placemats:
Sally Cunningham
Cross Stitch:
Darlyn Melurey
Ellen Serafini’s Painting:
Diane O’Rear
$125 Victoria’s Gift Certificate:
Judy Gallagher
$100 Victoria’s Gift Certificate:
Mary Cender
Sherry Lee Biele’s Table:
Bill Baughman
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Our 2nd annual “Cookies at Christmas” Ministry was a huge success, beginning with the efforts of so many outstanding bakers!
With your cookies, over 20 volunteers were able to help assemble and/or deliver 41 boxes of delicious goodies to members and friends. A
special thanks to each and every one of you. What a wonderful expression of caring by LPC!

It has been shared by some delivery folks that they felt blessed by the experience of visiting with those who are unable to come
to worship with us. One visitor said that she made a new personal connection when talking about their common experiences at LPC. Her
recipient was so appreciative that “her church family remembers her and thought of her.”
May we at LPC continue and expand our outreach with the blessings and love of Jesus Christ to all.
Thank you, again, to everyone who made this ministry happen.
Congregational Fellowship and Outreach Committee

Rev. Greg, Denise & Church Congregation,
We want to thank everyone for the wonderful reception you gave us to
celebrate our 75th wedding anniversary. The decorated cake and cupcakes were delicious and I was surprised to receive the table centerpiece
of a vase filled with a dozen beautiful roses.
Thank you also for the cards and best wishes.
May the love of the Lord surround everyone.
Bill & Florence Kirby
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MARK YOUR
CALENDARS!!!
ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, January 26,
2020
12:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Kelly Class Meeting &
Lunch
January 14, 2020
Business meeting in the LPC
Library at 10:30 am.
Lunch with Soup Ministry
at 11:30

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Birthdays &Anniversaries
January
Teresa Lockerman ............................1
Michael Hughes ...............................2

RSVP to Brenda Keith

Cheryl Reese ....................................2
Connie Simmers ...............................3
Alberta Cullum..................................5

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
On January 5th the 9:15 am Adult
Sunday School
class will begin a
twelve-week
study of C. S.
Lewis’s classic
masterpiece of
religious satire,
The Screwtape
Letters.

In the 31 letters
which constitute
the book, Screwtape the devil gives
Wormwood his protégé detailed advice on various methods of undermining God's words and of promoting abandonment of God in "the Patient", interspersed with observations on human nature and on the
Bible. In Screwtape's advice, selfish
gain and power are seen as the only
good, and neither demon can comprehend God's love for man or
acknowledge human virtue. This
negative approach points out many
of our human failings and helps us
depend more fully on God’s grace.
If you would like a copy of the
book, or if you have any questions
about the class, contact Jim or Marianne Miller. The 209-page book is
$11.00. The Kindle version of the
book is $2.99. In addition, you can
download free .pdf files of the text
from various websites.

The Male Bag

Irene Witoski ....................................6

Men’s Luncheon
Lewes Diner

Jim White .........................................8

Thursday, January 16th,
1:00 p.m.
Reservations:
Ron Trupp 645-8927

Eli Brown .........................................9
Barbara Clark .................................12
Meryl Chapin .................................13
Mercedes Ferrari………………….14
Jack Vessels ...................................15
Pearl Morris ...................................16
Marge Trupp ..................................17
Ed Ross ..........................................17
Eileen Pallace .................................19
Charlene Pappa ..............................20
Wyatt Spellman ..............................20
Grier White ....................................26
Stephanie Brown ............................30
Walt Clark ......................................30
Joe and Irene Witoski will celebrate
their 38th anniversary on January 1.

Dear Friends,
Thank you so much for the gift to
Sussex County Habitat for Humanity in memory of John. This cause
was “near and dear to his heart.” So
to have his church gift H/H is truly
appreciated and an honor.

Jack and Eileen Pallace will
celebrate their 52nd anniversary on
January 9.

May the Lord continue to bless LPC
ministry.
Sylvia Gilmore
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New Member and Covenant
Partner—Mercedes Ferrari
Mercedes Ferrari was born in
Bologna, Italy where she attended
the University of Bologna and
obtained a degree in Foreign
Languages and Literatures. After
traveling extensively in England and
in France, she taught English for six
years in the Italian school system.
She met her husband, an American
medical student at the University of Bologna during her first year of
teaching. Her two sons, George and Rocco, were born in Bologna.
She followed her husband to the U.S. in 1968 where he completed
his internship and residency in White Plains, New York and in Wilmington, Delaware.
In 1973, Mercedes and her family moved to Lewes where her husband began practicing radiology at Beebe Hospital. In 1974 Nicole, a
Beebe baby, was born. When Nicole turned four years old, Mercedes’

We would like to thank the Sunday
School children for the Thanksgiving card and the Christmas cookies.
And for all those who donated
cookies, it was very much appreciated. Even though we may not be
able to be at church often, you are in
our prayers. Joe’s e-mail address is
in the directory and if anyone would
like to communicate with him, he
would appreciate it. The computer
is his main source of communication.
Irene & Joe Witoski
Eph 4:32

mom came from Italy to live with her. She brought a lot of love, support and
affection to her children.

After a very painful divorce, Mercedes was able to resume her teaching career and taught English for 19 years at Milford High School.
Her love of teaching made her presence in the classroom and the
contact with her young students very rewarding. In 1992, Mercedes
was nominated State Teacher of the Year. In 1994 she became
National Teacher Scholar and was funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities for a sabbatical year to study and research
Shakespeare’s plays and the Elizabethan Theater. During that year,
she was able to dedicate herself to her great love of reading literature,
researching, and writing.
During the last six years of her career, Mercedes worked at the State
Department of Education, where she organized and established a
statewide Advanced Placement Program for disadvantaged and
minority students to offer them the opportunity to follow a challenging high school curriculum and be prepared to pursue a college
education.
Mercedes grew up in the Catholic faith. In the early nineties, she
converted to the presbyterian faith. Last summer, she decided to join
the Lewes Presbyterian Church. She has been very grateful for the
welcome and blessings the church has extended to her. She is
currently helping twice a week with the Lewes After School Program
and is ready to volunteer wherever she may be needed.
Welcome to LPC Mercedes!

www.lewespresbyterianchurch.org

There are not enough words to express our thanks to all the many volunteers that helped make both the
Thanksgiving Dinner and the Advent Dinner such a success. Those
that helped in the kitchen and afterwards to clean up and get everything
put away were so appreciated.
God Bless each of you in 2020!
Gerry and Carol Brown
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2020 FLOWER SCHEDULE
JANUARY
5

JULY
5

12

Charles & Ruth Ann Goarcke in loving memory of our
parents
Elaine Dewey Shupe in memory of our daughter, Pam

19
26

George & Patsy Macintire in memory of our parents
Grier & Jeannine White in memory of loved ones

19
26

AUGUST

FEBRUARY
2
9
16
23

22
29

2
9
16

Adrienne Scott in memory of loved ones
Marjorie Latzko in memory of my beloved husband,
Walter

23
30

Bob & Peg Partlow to the glory of God!

MARCH
1
8
15

12

Rob & Cindi Warrington to the glory of God
Pam Mousley & Betty Farris in memory of their parents
Bob & Florence Faust
Robert & Denise Barnes in memory of Tony Lorah
Lemon Tree Friends in honor of Helen Maull

6
13
20
27

24

31

PALM SUNDAY
EASTER FLOWERS
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Warrington in memory of their parents
Dora & Frank Toomey & Scott Gordy in memory
of loved ones
Rosann Mears in memory of loved ones
Carol & Gerry Brown in memory of family
Alberta Cullum in memory of her husband, Mac &
daughter, Linda Hazzard
Paul & Sharon Ogonowski in honor & memory of military
veterans
Charlene & Rachel Pappa in honor of parents &
grandparents

11
18
25

21
28

Fred & Lois Beaufait in memory of loved ones

Clarence & Barbara Barkdoll Bauman in memory of loved
ones
Carol Denenberg – in memory of loved ones
Carol & Gerry Brown in memory of Gerald W. Brown, Jr.
Cathy & Bill Heronemus in memory of our parents

NOVEMBER
1
8
15
22
29

Ned & Doris Burkhardt in memory of loved ones
Rob & Cindi Warrington to the glory of God
Bob & Jean Patterson in memory of their parents &
granddaughter
Ed & Kathy Ross in memory of their parents
Al & Lutie Davis in memory & honor of friends &
Family

DECEMBER
6
13
20
27

JUNE
7
14

Doreen Truitt in memory of her mother

OCTOBER
4

MAY
3
10
17

Mr. James Roberts in memory of Judith Roberts
Fran Stevenson in memory of loved ones
Lorraine & Ron Smith in honor of family members &
good friends
Peg Love in memory of loved ones
Jack Lesher in honor of the Caring Ministry

SEPTEMBER

APRIL
5
12
19
26

Dr. Melvin & Mary Ellen Kreps in memory of their
parents & son-in-law, Howard
Carol & Gerry Brown in memory of Susan Cunningham
Kidd
Joyce & Sabatino Maglione in memory of loved ones
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Warrington to the glory of God!

Nancy Davis in memory of loved ones
Pat White in memory of her husband, Harold & mother,
Thelma Schulze
Beverly Hurd in memory of her husband, Charles &
grandchildren, Madison & Christian Hurd
Bob & Jean Patterson in memory of their son, Jim

Carol Bishop in memory of Bob Bishop
CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
Mary Ann Sobieski – in memory of loved ones

*Please notify the church office if you no longer wish to provide flowers
www.lewespresbyterianchurch.org
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January 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

2

New Year's Day
Office Closed

10:30 AM NO Exercise Class

9

Friday

Saturday

3

4

10

11

18

5

6

7

8

Name Tag Sunday
8:00 AM Adult Sunday School
(CR)
8:00 AM Communion Worship (S)
8:00 AM Nursery
9:15 AM Adult Sunday School (L)
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School
9:15 AM Contemporary Worship
11:00 AM Traditional Worship (S)
3:00 PM Overall Funeral (S)

Epiphany
10:00 AM Guest
Services Meeting
(CR)
10:30 AM Fit &
Flexible (FH)

11:00 AM Soup
Fellowship (FH)

11:00 AM Deacons 10:30 AM Fit &
Meeting (MR)
Flexible Class (FH)
3:30 PM Mission
Committee (MR)
6:00 PM Chimers
(L)
6:00 PM Praise
Band (FH)
7:00 PM Choir (MR)

12

13

14

15

16

17

Hunger Offering Sunday
8:00 AM Adult Sunday School
(CR)
8:00 AM Communion Worship (S)
8:00 AM Nursery
9:15 AM Adult Sunday School (L)
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School
9:15 AM Contemporary Worship
11:00 AM Traditional Worship (S)

10:00 AM Guest
Services Meeting
(CR)
10:30 AM Fit &
Flexible (FH)
11:00 AM Congregational Fellowship
(MR)

9:00 AM Finance
Committee (MR)
10:30 AM Kelly
Class Meeting (L)
11:00 AM Soup
Fellowship (FH)
6:30 PM Christian
Ed Children (CR)

5:00 PM Worship
Committee (MR)
6:00 PM Chimers
(L)
6:00 PM Praise
Band (FH)
7:00 PM Choir (MR)

10:30 AM Fit &
Flexible Class (FH)
1:00 PM Men's
Luncheon

Newsletter Deadline
12:00 PM MAAM
(CR)

19

20

21

22

23

24

8:00 AM Adult Sunday School
(CR)
8:00 AM Communion Worship (S)
8:00 AM Nursery
9:15 AM Adult Sunday School (L)
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School
9:15 AM Contemporary Worship
11:00 AM Traditional Worship (S)

Martin L. King, Jr.
Day
10:00 AM Guest
Services Meeting
(CR)
10:30 AM Fit &
Flexible (FH)

9:30 AM LASP
Advisory Committee
(MR)
11:00 AM Soup
Fellowship (FH)
6:00 PM Session
(MR)

6:00 PM Chimers
10:30 AM Fit &
6:00 PM KFC (FH)
(L)
Flexible Class (FH)
6:00 PM Praise
Band (FH)
7:00 PM Choir (MR)

10:00 AM Library
Committee (L)

26

27

28

29

1

8:00 AM Adult Sunday School
(CR)
8:00 AM Communion Worship (S)
8:00 AM Nursery
9:15 AM Adult Sunday School (L)
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School
9:15 AM Contemporary Worship
11:00 AM Traditional Worship (S)
12:30 PM Congregation Annual
Meeting (FH)
6:30 PM Youth Group (SH)

10:00 AM Guest
Services Meeting
(CR)
10:30 AM Fit &
Flexible (FH)

11:00 AM Soup
Fellowship (FH)

6:00 PM Chimers
10:30 AM Fit &
(L)
Flexible Class (FH)
6:00 PM Praise
Band (FH)
7:00 PM Choir (MR)

30

31

25

