Newsletter of Lewes Presbyterian Church

February, 2017

FROM THE PASTOR
With my announcement that I
will retire at the end of June 2018,
we are officially a church in
transition. On February 11, the
leaders of our church will gather for
the first of two retreats to begin the
process of discerning God’s vision
for the future of LPC. A series of
small group meetings is also being
planned for later in the Spring to give
all of our covenant partners and
friends an opportunity to participate
in the discernment process.
Once discerned, that vision will
form the basis of a “mission study”
which will in turn inform the search
for the next pastor.
I would like to begin the
conversation by sharing some
thoughts about the mission of the
church, based on the scriptures.
The mission of the church derives
from the marching orders given by
the resurrected Lord to his disciples,
according to Matthew 28:18-20: "A ll
authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them…and teaching them
to obey everything that I have
commanded you. And remember, I
am with you always…."
This scripture invites us to
envision the church, not primarily as
an institution, but as part of the world
-wide community of disciples of
Jesus who have been vested with his
authority, empowered by his ongoing
presence and charged to make
disciples of all nations.
In a further charge recorded in
Acts 1:8, the risen Lord describes the
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manner in which we are to carry out
this charge: you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.
By bearing witness to the grace
and truth, the love and justice of Jesus
Christ with our words and our deeds,
in the power of the Holy Spirit, we are
to make disciples locally, regionally
and globally.
This is what it means to describe
the church as “missional,” defined by
ECO Synod Exec Dana Allin as,
“being sent into the world with the
same posture of Jesus, to bring people
to faith, and to help them grow more
fully devoted to Him.”

The progression from Jerusalem to
the ends of the earth suggests that a
faithful church is always on the move
to spread the gospel. And so ECO
seeks to be a movement, as well as an
institution. Therefore, we need to
resist the temptation to focus on
institutional preservation and growth
at the expense of our mission, which is
the furtherance of God’s kingdom on
earth.
In a recent article in the
Presbyterian Outlook, Greg AllenPickett told of visiting tiny
Presbyterian churches in Lebanon,
called “mission outposts,” that were
doing incredible ministry among
refugee families and the local
population. He suggested that
churches in the United States should
also think of ourselves as “mission
outposts.” For that is what we are.
In Christ’s service,
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS, Fred
Beaufait, Clerk of Session

Highlights of January 17, 2017
Session Meeting


The Session welcomed Dianne
O’Rear into membership in LPC
as a covenant partner.



The Session approved the proposed agenda for the leadership
retreat being planned by the
Transition Committee for
February 11, 2017.











The Session approved the revised
job description for Denise Barnes
recommended by the Personnel
Committee, changing her position from Pastoral Care
Coordinator to Pastoral Care/
Children and Youth Ministry
Coordinator.
The Session also approved a recommendation from the Personnel
Committee to change the position held by Connie Ballato from
Office Administrator to Office
Manager, which better defines
the actual tasks that she performs
in her position.
The Session approved a recommendation from the Building
Maintenance Committee to
replace the HVAC for the
Fellowship Hall at a substantial
expense. The Finance
Committee will be asked to
decide how to cover the cost.
Since Lewes Presbyterian
Church is entering its 325th year,
the Session authorized Elder
Brown of the Congregational
Fellowship Committee to form a
Anniversary Celebration
Committee to plan activities appropriate for recognizing this
milestone in LPC’s history.
The Session approved the list of
committee responsibilities, and
appointed Gerry Brown as
Assistant Clerk of Session.



Elder Williams reported on the
efforts and activities of LRAC in
supporting Immanuel Shelter for
the homeless, and the need for
the churches to provide financial
and volunteer support, as well as
supplies.

TREASURER’S REPORT, Jack
Lesher, Treasurer

January 1, 2016-December 31, 2016

according to your plans, you may be
unaware of My sovereign Presence.
On days when your plans are
thwarted, be on the lookout for Me! I
may be doing something important in
your life, something quite different
from what you expected. It is
essential at such times to stay in
communication with Me, accepting
My way as better than yours. Don’t
try to figure out what is happening.
Simply trust Me and thank Me in
advance for the good that will come
out of it all. I know the plans I have
for you, and they are good.

General Fund
2016
2015
Receipts ............ $460,770 $440,689
Expenditures ..... 425,407 440,013
Excess Receipts $ 35,363 $
676
Comments:
Now hear this! It appears the 2016
excess revenues will be required
spending in January 2017, to replace
our heating/cooling system in the
Fellowship Hall. Yes, I mean over
$30,000 to replace the system
installed in 2001.
Above all, be thankful for this
blessing of excess revenues to replace
a worn-out system.
Mission
2016
2015
Carryover.......... $ 5,918 $ 4,910
Receipts ............ 86,323
77,520
Disbursements .. 88,984
76,511
Excess Receipts $ 3,257 $ 5,919
Comments:
Take a look at mission expenditures
of almost $89,000 in 2016 vs.
$77,000 in 2015. Isn’t that exciting?
Think more about the needs of others
rather than the wants of ourselves.
An excerpt from Jesus Calling,
January 20
Approach this day with awareness of
who is boss. As you make plans for
the day, remember that it is I who
orchestrate the events of your life. On
days when things go smoothly,

LPC Cancellation/Closing
Procedure
In the event of cancellation of
church services and/or activities on
a Sunday, we post this information
on WBOC. In addition, we send an
email to all church families for
whom we have an email on file and
we also post the information on the
church’s Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/
LewesPresbyterianChurch.
If you did not get an email on
Saturday evening, January 7, telling
you of the cancellation of services
on January 8 and you know we have
your email on file, please check
your “spam” or “junk mail” folder.
If we do not have your email on file
and you would like to get this
information (as well as our “Weekly
Happenings” email), please call the
church office at 645-5345 or email
us at lpchurch@gmail.com.
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Winter Bible Study:
Discovering Joshua

God’s conversation
hearts
The Worship Committee is looking
for someone who would be willing to
take care of ordering flowers for the
weekly services, as well as for Easter
and Christmas. Here are the specific
duties for the job:


Maintain the flower calendar
(keep track of persons wanting to
supply flowers).



Each week, contact the person
who committed to providing
flowers, then call the florist and
order the flowers for delivery.



For the Easter and Christmas
services, order the tulips/
poinsettias and when they arrive,
water them and place them in the
Sanctuary/Fellowship Hall.

We are also looking for people to
help with setting up and maintaining
the Advent candles during Advent
season. This would involve making
sure that we have enough candles to
last for all the services, and to make
sure the candles are refreshed and the
wreath is ready before each service.
Please contact Connie Ballato at 302645-5345 or lpchurch@gmail.com if
you would like to volunteer for one
of these jobs. Thank you!

Remember that no act of
kindness toward others is
ever wasted

Those familiar conversation hearts
that show up every February can be
more than just trite romantic or
friendly sayings. Use them to
remind you — or to teach a child —
of the greatest love of all: God’s
love for us, which empowers our
love for others. For example:
 TRUE LOVE: What love is truer
than giving up one’s only Son so
people might have everlasting
life? (John 3:16).
 MINE: Jesus knows us intimately,
as a shepherd knows his sheep. No
one can snatch us from him (John
10:27-29).
 FOREVER: God loves us with an
“everlasting love” (Jeremiah
31:3).
 LOVE ME: The greatest
commandment is to love God with
our whole being (Luke 10:27).
 TRUST ME: “Let not your hearts
be troubled.” We can count on
Jesus, now and for eternal life
(John 14:1-3).
 SWEET TALK: God’s words are
sweeter than honey (Psalm
119:103).
 BE GOOD: We show our love for
Christ by keeping his commands
(John 14:15).
 CALL ME: God longs to be in
fellowship with us. We can talk to
him anytime in prayer (Jeremiah
33:3).
 FRIENDS: The greatest love
involves laying down your life for
your friends (John 15:13) —
precisely what Jesus did.
 #1: “We love because [God] first
loved us” (1 John 4:19).

Joshua had some
big shoes to fill.
Moses had led
the Jews out of
Egypt and
through the
wilderness – he
even conversed
with God on Mt.
Sinai--a hard act
to follow and a tall order, to say the
least! Yet, Joshua proved to be more
than capable. What was his secret?
(It’s our secret, too.)
There will be 12 classes starting in
each session: Monday evenings,
starting February 6 from 7:00-8:00
p.m. in the LPC Library, and two
Tuesday sessions, star ting Febr uar y
7. The first session will be held from
12:30-1:30 p.m.; the second session
will be held from 2:00-3:00 p.m.,
both in the LPC Library.
Reserve your book--call Pat Macintire
for details (302) 645-9049.

It’s Small Group Dinner time
again! For those who are regular
visitors and new members, this is the
perfect way to make new friends,
enjoy good food, fun and fellowship.
Eight to ten people meet at different
homes each month for three months.
The host for the first get together will
call you to set up the date and time.
The host prepares the entree while
others in the group bring the
accompanying dishes.
Sign-up sheets are in the Welcome
Center, or contact Ellie Ziegler at
245-7047 or eleanorkz@verizon.net.
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Together in Mission
The Immanuel Shelter is one of the organizations that LPC has long had a heart for supporting, whether in
mission giving or collecting items to assist their efforts in caring for the less-fortunate in our community. Please
read the appeal below, if you decide you can donate or your time and/or resources, there is contact
information included.
For those who would like to donate items that are listed below, LPC has a box in the Welcome Center where
you can leave your donations. Thank you for helping Immanuel Shelter.
“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger
and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was
in prison and you came to me” . . . “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these
my brothers, you did it to me.”
Matthew 25:35-40
Immanuel Shelter Inc., located at Faith Fellowship Hall on Oyster House Road
in Rehoboth, became a 501(c)3 non-profit charity in July of this year! As it has
for the past seven seasons, Immanuel opened its doors to those experiencing
homelessness in our community on December 1st and remains open until the end
of April.
Immanuel offers those that come to our doors a warm, safe place to stay and
wonderful food and fellowship. More importantly, Immanuel is a place to rest
and renew each night prior to returning to the street each morning.
Each year Immanuel Shelter sees a growing number of homeless individuals coming to our doors for shelter. Last
year we served over 110 individual men and women, many of whom stayed with us for the entire season. Our guests
come from many different situations including job loss, medical illnesses that cause financial stress, couch surfing
(put out from living with friend or family), chronic mental illnesses, substance abuse, divorce, out of wedlock
pregnancies and at times, release from prison.
Last year, with the help of religious organizations, businesses, communities, civic organizations and private
individuals, we served over 3,100 meals, washed over 300 loads of laundry, sheltered four pregnant women, assisted
individuals getting through surgery and helped over ten individuals find work. None of this would have been possible
without the efforts of people like you and your faith-based community.
This winter, Immanuel continues to need community support in the areas of funding, volunteering and collecting
goods. Currently our greatest need is for funding (for supplies, insurance, utilities and security staff). Providing
emergency cold weather shelter is expensive. The average cost per night per individual is $25, or approximately $625
per night to house 25 individuals. Our shelter will be open 151 nights this season.
In addition, we can use volunteer power. If you wish to organize a meal or volunteer in many different ways, please
go to www.Immanuelshelter.org and contact us or contact us via our email address: immanuelshelter@aol.com. We
look forward to hearing from you.
Immanuel Shelter would appreciate it if your church or a committee within your church would conduct a “drive” to
help us obtain the following items.
Please see this list created for your church: Dish Soap like Dawn, dishwasher soap like Cascade, unscented
laundry detergent like Arm and Hammer or Tide, Clorox color safe bleach, unscented fabric softener, scent
free dryer sheets, 34 gallon large black plastic trash bags, Soft Scrub, sponges, Clorox or Lysol wipes, Magic
Eraser squares, Lysol spray, toilet bowl cleaner, Brillo pads, Windex, hand sanitizer, Lysol/PineSol floor
cleaner, Fantastic or 501 spray cleaner, Draino, Fabuloso floor cleaner
Contact Us at Immanuelshelter.org (our website for contributions and more about our mission)
Email us dir ectly at immanuelshelter@aol.com
Call us at 888-634-9992
Write us at Immanuel Shelter Inc. 17601 Coastal Highway Unit 11, # 431 Nassau, DE. 19969
Watch our Facebook page at Immanuel Shelter for daily announcements and news
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Ash Wednesday Service
March 1 - 6:00 p.m.

Saturday, March 25, 9:30 a.m.

Men’s Morning Out
“Can I have joy in my life?”
Led by Rev. John Gilmore

What if you could change the world
– not just for today but for
generations to come? At Moms in
Prayer International, we believe that
a mom can be the single greatest
force for good in the lives of her
children and the children around her.
We believe that lives and whole
communities are changed forever
when moms gather together to pray
to the only One who can change a
human heart. Moms can make the
difference as they reach out to God in
prayer- moms just like you.
LPC has two Moms in Prayer
meetings—one on Tuesdays at 8:00
a.m. and also on Tuesdays at 7:00
p.m. Both prayer sessions will be
held in the Conference Room.
If you would like more information
about this program, please visit
www.momsinprayer.org or call
Annick Hughes at 302-644-1239.

I would like to thank the Lewes
Presbyterian Church and also the
people who set up, provided and
cleaned up a reception for Richard’s
funeral. Thank you for all the cards,
calls, prayers you sent and said for
us. Our church family really helped
us through the process. Though we
prayed for Rich to stay, it was God’s
plan to take him home.
I miss him so much and keep waiting
for him to walk through the door any
minute. I guess I will be walking
through the gates of heaven to him.
Once again, thank you LPC for
everything!
In Christian love,
Wendy Rohrbach
Dear Church Family,
How can I begin to thank our
beloved LPC church and friends?
Bob and I both have been going
through a very tough time healthwise and you support us all the way.
Thank you for prayers, blessings,
food, rides, cards, phone calls and
hugs. You have made our bad days
easier to cope with.
God Bless you all,
Gloria and Bob Campbell

Birthdays & Anniversaries

February
Bob Barnes ...................................... 3
Larry Knapp .................................... 6
Joyce Maglione ............................... 6
Gail Hicken ..................................... 8
Dot Cogill........................................ 9
Sarah Westgate................................ 9
Rebecca Williams ......................... 10
Hud Athey ..................................... 14
Dorothy Matthies .......................... 15
Asher Ward ................................... 16
James Ford .................................... 17
Beverly Hurd ................................. 17
Pat Biele ........................................ 20
Jared Barber .................................. 20
Patrick Argo .................................. 21
Dora DiDomenico ......................... 21
Alice Sturtz ................................... 23
Ann Athey ..................................... 24
Matt Hurd ...................................... 24
Ron Trupp ..................................... 24
Robert Hein ................................... 26
Carl Skeen ..................................... 28
Elizabeth and Hal Solberg will
celebrate their 60th anniversary on
February 9.

Larry and Eleanor Knapp will
celebrate their 56th anniversary on
February 11.
Sharon and Paul Ogonowski will
celebrate their 24th anniversary on
February 14.

Kelly Class Luncheon

Business Meeting (Library) & Soup
Luncheon (Fellowship Hall)

Tuesday, February 14, 10:30 a.m.
Call Brenda Keith (302-827-2548)
to confirm attendance

The Male Bag
Men’s Luncheon - Lewes Diner
Thursday, February 16, 1:00 p.m.
Reservations:
Ron Trupp (645-8927)
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February
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

29
8:00 AM Communion Worship (S)
8:45 AM Nursery
9:00 AM Adult Sunday School (L)
9:00 AM Contemporary Worship
(FH)
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School
11:00 AM Traditional Worship (S)
12:30 PM The Bible Project (SH)
6:00 PM Hour of Prayer (S)

30
10:30 AM Fit
& Flexible
Class (FH)

31
8:00 AM Moms In Prayer
11:00 AM Soup Fellowship (FH)
7:00 PM Moms In Prayer (CR)

1
10:00 AM
Intercessory Prayer
(CR)
6:00 PM Chimers
(L)
6:00 PM Praise
Band (FH)
7:00 PM Choir
(MR)

2
10:30 AM Fit
& Flexible
Class (FH)

5
8:00 AM Communion Worship (S)
8:45 AM Nursery
9:00 AM Adult Sunday School (L)
9:00 AM Contemporary Worship
(FH)
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School
11:00 AM Traditional Worship (S)
12:30 PM The Bible Project (SH)
6:00 PM Hour of Prayer (S)

6
10:30 AM Fit
& Flexible
Class (FH)
7:00 PM
Joshua Bible
Study (L)

7
8:00 AM Moms In Prayer
11:00 AM Soup Fellowship (FH)
12:30 PM Joshua Bible Study
(L)
2:00 PM Joshua Bible Study (L)
7:00 PM Moms In Prayer (CR)

8
10:00 AM
Intercessory Prayer
(CR)
6:00 PM Chimers
(L)
6:00 PM Praise
Band (FH)
7:00 PM Choir
(MR)

9
10
10:30 AM Fit 6:00 PM Kids
& Flexible
For Christ
Class (FH)
7:00 PM
Believe Study
(L)

11
8:30 AM
Leadership
Retreat
(FH)

12
Nickels for Hunger Sunday
8:00 AM Communion Worship (S)
8:45 AM Nursery
9:00 AM Adult Sunday School (L)
9:00 AM Contemporary Worship
(FH)
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School
11:00 AM Traditional Worship (S)
12:30 PM The Bible Project (SH)
6:00 PM Hour of Prayer (S)
6:30 PM Youth Group (7-12)

13
10:30 AM Fit
& Flexible
Class (FH)
7:00 PM
Joshua Bible
Study (L)

14
St. Valentine's Day
8:00 AM Moms In Prayer
9:00 AM Finance Committee
(MR)
10:30 AM Kelly Class (L & FH)
11:00 AM Soup Fellowship (FH)
12:30 PM Joshua Bible Study
(L)
2:00 PM Joshua Bible Study (L)
3:30 PM Mission Committee
(MR)
5:30 PM Crosswalk (FH)
7:00 PM Moms In Prayer (CR)

15
10:00 AM
Intercessory Prayer
(CR)
6:00 PM Chimers
(L)
6:00 PM Praise
Band (FH)
7:00 PM Choir
(MR)

16
10:30 AM Fit
& Flexible
Class (FH)
1:00 PM
Men's
Luncheon
7:00 PM
Believe Study
(L)

18

19
8:00 AM Communion Worship (S)
8:45 AM Nursery
9:00 AM Adult Sunday School (L)
9:00 AM Contemporary Worship
(FH)
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School
11:00 AM Traditional Worship (S)
12:30 PM The Bible Project (SH)
6:00 PM Hour of Prayer (S)

20
Presidents'
Day - OFFICE
CLOSED
10:30 AM Fit
& Flexible
Class (FH)
7:00 PM
Joshua Bible
Study (L)

21
8:00 AM Moms In Prayer
9:30 AM LASP Advisory
Meeting (MR)
11:00 AM Soup Fellowship (FH)
12:30 PM Joshua Bible Study
(L)
2:00 PM Joshua Bible Study (L)
7:00 PM Moms In Prayer (CR)
7:00 PM Session (MR)

22
10:00 AM
Intercessory Prayer
(CR)
6:00 PM Chimers
(L)
6:00 PM Praise
Band (FH)
7:00 PM Choir
(MR)

23
24
25
10:30 AM Fit 6:00 PM Kids
& Flexible
For Christ
Class (FH)
7:00 PM
Believe Study
(L)

26
8:00 AM Communion Worship (S)
8:45 AM Nursery
9:00 AM Adult Sunday School (L)
9:00 AM Contemporary Worship
(FH)
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School
11:00 AM Traditional Worship (S)
12:30 PM The Bible Project (SH)
6:00 PM Hour of Prayer (S)
6:00 PM Youth Group Mystery
Dinner (FH)

27
10:30 AM Fit
& Flexible
Class (FH)
7:00 PM
Joshua Bible
Study (L)

28
SHROVE TUESDAY
8:00 AM Moms In Prayer
11:00 AM Soup Fellowship (FH)
12:30 PM Joshua Bible Study
(L)
2:00 PM Joshua Bible Study (L)
5:30 PM Crosswalk (FH)
7:00 PM Moms In Prayer (CR)

1
ASH WEDNESDAY
10:00 AM
Intercessory Prayer
(CR)
6:00 PM Chimers
(L)
7:00 PM Ash
Wednesday
Service (S)

2
10:30 AM Fit
& Flexible
Class (FH)

3
11:00 AM
Congregational
Fellowship/
Outreach
Mtg (MR)

17
Newsletter
Deadline
12:00 PM
M.A.A.M.

Saturday
4
9:00 AM
Transition
Committee
(MR)

3
4
11:00 AM
Congregation
al
Fellowship/
Outreach
Mtg (MR)
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