
 

Lewes Presbyterian Church                                                                   December, 2021 

1 
From the Pastor 

2 

Session Highlights 

Treasurer’s Report 

Ladies Fellowship Lunch 
Men’s Lunch 
Soup Ministry 

Thank You 
In Memory Of 

3  

Christmas Poinsettias 

Operation Christmas Child 
Thank You 

4 

Christmas Events 
Sunday School Celebration 

Advent Lunch 
5 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
Adult Winter Bible Study 

Deacon’s Bench 

6 

Habitat for Humanity Project 
Library Christmas Book Display 

Prayer Walk 
Thank You 

7 
2021 Christmas Offering 

Cookie Drive 
Combined Worship Service, Dec 26 

  

 

From the Pastor 
Dear Friends in Christ, 

Let me share with you a message of 
Advent from Isaiah 9:6; “Unto us a 
child is born, unto us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his 
shoulders.  And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”      

This is the good news of Christmas, 
that the God of the universe became 
a human being in the person of Jesus 
Christ and came to earth in 
Bethlehem to live among us and 
ultimately to lay down his life for the 
sins of the world and for our 
forgiveness. 

     In the United States, Christmas 
has largely become a commercial 
holiday.  It has become a time of 
buying and selling.  Christmas trees, 
Santa Claus, wreaths and snowmen 
dominate the visual landscape.  It 
sometimes feels as if the noise of the 
secular celebration has drowned out 
the quiet message of the birth of 
Jesus and the arrival of the Messiah 
in Israel, 2,100 years ago.  This is 
why we make the effort to celebrate 
Advent and to remind ourselves 
about the birth of the Messiah at 
church and also in our homes (for 
those of us who follow Jesus). 

My hope for you this Christmas is 
that you will find a quiet place in 
your heart and in your mind to focus 
on the Son of God who came to us at 
Bethlehem.  Come and worship on 
these Sundays of Advent and be sure 
to be present at the Christmas Eve 
service.  Sing the Christmas hymns 
and carols that take you back to 
Bethlehem.  If you have a small 
Christmas Creche, be sure to put it up 
in your home at the very start of 
Advent, even if you live by yourself.  
The visual figurines of Mary and 
Joseph and the Baby Jesus are a  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE constant reminder of what Christmas 
is really all about.  It’s a good evange-
lism tool for the visitors to your home 
as well.  Put up decorations that point 
your heart towards the Messiah.  If 
you will put your heart into Advent, I 
believe that you will find spiritual  
refreshment for your soul. 

Finally, all of us have friends and 
family who still live in spiritual dark-
ness.  There is no time like Advent 
when our loved ones will respond to 
an invitation to worship with us.   
Statistically, it’s a fact more folks will 
come to church at Christmas time than 
at any other time of the year.  Don’t 
let the season pass without inviting 
someone to experience Jesus in  
worship. 

     I wish all of you the blessings of 
Jesus during this season of Advent. 

                             In Christ, 

                             Pastor Greg 
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Treasurer’s Report,  
                Brenda Nelson, Treasurer 
 
January 1, 2021– October 31,2021 

General Fund 2021  2020  

Revenue………...$372,165  $356,050 
Expenditures .....   $309,583  $303,287   
Excess Revenue   $  62,582  $  52,763 

 

Mission 2021     2020 

Carryover……….$10,245     $  2,550 
Revenue……….. $81,588    $ 77,813 
Disbursements… $82,644    $ 73,035 
Ending Cash         $  9,189    $   7,328 

Session Highlights,  
         Gerry Brown, Clerk of Session 

• There will be an Advent 
Luncheon on Sunday, Dec. 5th 
at 12:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. 

• The Worship Services for 
Christmas Eve  

• 5pm Family Service in 
Fellowship Hall 

• 7pm Candlelight Service, 
in Sanctuary 

• December 26th there will be one 
worship service held at 10am in 
the Sanctuary  

     LPC SOUP MINISTRY 

 There will be  NO   Soup  
Ministry on December  28th 

AND 

The church offices will be 
closed the week of Dec 27-31 

 

The monthly  LPC Men’s                           
                 Luncheon      

     
The luncheon will be held  
Thursday, December 16th at 
12:30pm at the Lewes Diner. 
 
If you plan to attend, please 
contact Ron Trupp, 645-8927, 
with questions and to make a 
reservation. Hope to see you 
there. 
                             Ron Trupp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LADIES FELLOWSHIP 
               LUNCHEON 

The Ladies Fellowship (formerly 
Kelly Class) will meet on  
Thursday, December 9th at 
Bethany Blues at 12:30pm.   

Please phone Connie Simmers 
(302) 947-2603 or email her at 
davconsim@verizon.net to  
confirm you are planning to  
attend.   Deadline for RSVP will 
be Wednesday, December 8th. 

All the ladies in the church are 
welcome to attend this afternoon 
of fun and fellowship. 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU 

The Sussex County East Camp, 
Gideons International wishes to 
thank the congregation and Mis-
sion Committee of Lewes Presby-
terian Church for their continued 
support of Gideons International. 
The support provided is quickly 
turned into Bibles for distribution 
in Sussex County and around the 
world. Along with members of the 
Gideons you are helping reach the 
lost for Jesus Christ and change 
the lives of men, women, boys and 
girls.  

                           Alan Waldron 

**************************** 

Thank you to Pastor Greg, the 
Deacons and church friends for 
the cards, notes, calls and food 
after the recent death of Hal.  You 
have all been a wonderful support 
to me. 

           Elizabeth Solberg & Family 

 

 

Phillip I. Cunningham 

August 22, 1924 - November 15, 2021

mailto:davconsim@verizon.net
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Thanks to our church family for 
praying, giving & supporting 
Operation Christmas Child. This 
year we filled 361 shoeboxes!  
Truly this was accomplished 
through the prayers and the work of 
many. For example: 
*  Two ladies designed & set up the 
Giving Tree. 
*  The Youth Group and two ladies 
assembled 360 boxes. 
*  The Sunday School children, you 
& LASP filled 50 boxes. 
*  One lady sharpened 200 pencils 
and made 40 marble kits. 
*  Ten community people (non 
members) packed boxes. 
*  Some folks gave money for 
shipping or to purchase gifts. 
*  Two ladies made dresses & 
shorts; one lady made 200 dresses. 
*  A number of ladies knitted hats, 
headbands & scarves. 
*  One lady assembled sewing kits 
for older girls. 
*  Some folks staffed the display & 
packed boxes 
*  Some men helped set up the 
display and delivered boxes to the 
drop off center. 
 
These boxes will now be sent 
around the world to share the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ with boys 
and girls and their families. Many 
of these children will participate in 
a follow-up discipleship program, 
“The Great Journey” and will learn 
how to follow Christ and share Him 
with others.  
 
Our thanks to each of you for 
touching 361 children for Jesus. 

                          Sylvia Gilmore 

                                 Order your CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS  
 
                                                You may order your poinsettias  
                                              between November 21-December 8th. 
They may be memory or in honor of a loved one.  
The forms are online at https://lewespresbyterianchurch.org  and in 
the Welcome Center. The cost is $10. Please place the form with your 
check attached in the offering plate or in the “Secretary/Newsletter” 
mailbox in the Workroom. Please mark the memo area of your check 
“Poinsettias.”  

Thank you to all our supporters 

and sponsors for our recent 

fundraising campaign with 

Family Promise: Night Without 
A Bed. The event was amazing. 

We surpassed our goal of 

$1000 raised and increased 

awareness of the homeless fam-
ilies in our area. 

Your encouragement, prayers, 

and monetary support made this 
event possible and successful! 

Thank you again! 

                   LPC Youth Group 

************************* 

 

On Nov.7th the Sunday School chil-
dren/youth participated in Opera-
tion Christmas Child. Prior to 
choosing toys, necessities, and 
Christian items, they were able to 
learn about children who are named, 
The Unreached. These were children 
who were sent shoeboxes on camels, 
small boats, and people who carried 
them over mountains!  

Our children were amazed that  
camels traveled over deserts to take 
the Word of God to children. Their 
eyes were wide open and their 
breath was sucked in! Then it was 
time to fill the boxes!  

All of the children from PreK/K to 
the oldest were excited and chose 
what they thought a boy or girl 
would like. They especially liked the 
dresses and shorts. 

None of the children begged to take 
their packed boxes home! They 
wanted to make sure children  
without these items received their 
box.  

Class ended by praying over the 
Shoeboxes they had packed. 

                               Ann Athey 

https://lewespresbyterianchurch.org/
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SUNDAY SCHOOL  
CELEBRATION OF THE  

BIRTH OF JESUS 

Do you like parties, games, shar-
ing Christmas with others, making 
crafts? We do at LPC! 

Our Sunday School children from 
the PreK class through 6th grade 
will be doing just that as they  
Celebrate the Birth of Jesus! 

Celebration of Jesus’ Birth will be 
held on December 19th in the  
Social Hall during the 9:15am 
Worship Service.  

We look forward to our annual  
celebration and hope all our  
children can attend. 

Mark you calendars: 

There will be no Sunday School 
on Sunday, December 26th 

   The Sunday School Teachers 

 

  Lewes Presbyterian Church 
  Christmas Services 
           & Events 

Advent Lunch 

12:30pm—Sunday, December 5 

Chancel Choir Cantata 
Appalachian Winter 

9:15am Sunday, December 12 

11am Sunday, December 19 

Christmas Eve  

5pm  Family Worship  

7pm  Candlelight Worship  

      Combined Worship Service 

10am  Sunday, December 26 
Sanctuary - one service only 

It’s Advent! The time to 
anticipate and prepare 
for the birth of our Savior! 
Join us for an Advent Lunch in 
Fellowship Hall after the 11:00 
worship service, Sunday, Decem-

ber 5.  We will be enjoying a meal 
along with singing by our Sunday 
school children. Come and be with 

our LPC family as we mark the 
season of Advent with one another! 
Please go on the LPC website or 

call the church office  
(302-645-5345) to let us know if 
you plan to attend. 

ADVENT LUNCHEON 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5TH 

AFTER THE 11AM WORSHIP SERVICE 

FELLOWSHIP HALL 

RSVP: Advent Luncheon RSVP Form (breezechms.com)  

https://lewespresbyterianchurcheco.breezechms.com/form/2cb8a0
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Candlelight Worship  

“The LPCCBBCAM” 

As we celebrate this joyous holiday 
season of the birth of the wee baby 
Jesus Christ, we must remember 
why the birth of this baby has been 
celebrated with such gusto over the 
centuries.  It goes far beyond the 
arrival of a new and precious life on 
this earth, though the events leading 
to this baby’s birth makes His spe-
cial among all the births before His 
and after.  We know the circum-
stances of His conception, His birth, 
His childhood, His ministry, and His 
earthly sacrificial death and resur-
rection.  It is His sacrificial death 
and resurrection, the most excellent 
gift from God to us for our salva-
tion, that was and is the purpose of 
His birth.   
     So, as we joyously celebrate the 
birth of our Savior, let us remember 
the whole story, which brings me to 
the purpose of this article, the 
LPCCBBCAM!  
     Consider the concept of the Lew-
es Presbyterian Church Communion 
Bread Baker’s Club and Ministry.  
Imagine being part of a group which 
has an interest in baking and explor-
ing and sharing the circumstances of 
the “The Last Supper”.  Imagine the 
impact on the LPC youth, on  
families, on individuals in need of 
meaningful Christian service and 
fellowship if involved in such a 
group.     
     Now here is the problem.  The 
“LPCCBBCAM” has no member-
ship, leadership, or organization.   
Interested? Let the Deacon Modera-
tor know.  One person is all it takes 
to get started, and a second person 
involved will officially make it a 
club!   

                             Jim Athey 

Birthdays & Anniversaries  

                 December 
Ron Smith………………………….1 
Adrienne Scott……………………..2 
June Hale …...……………………..6 
James ‘Gus’ Gross..………………..9 
Beth Overall ……………………....9 
Dawn Hurd……………………….10 
Jack Lesher……………….………11 
Erin Cannon……………………...15 
Elizabeth Solberg………………...20 
Carol Brown……………………...20 
Jeff Morgan……………………....20 
Sherry Stewart……………………21 
Jack Chapin, Jr...…………………23 
Charlie Pappa…………………….23 
Dominique Scott……….………...24 
Nancy Davis……………………...25 
Mary Ellen Kreps………………...29 
Amanda Distefano…..….………...31 

Hud & Jenn Athey will celebrate 
their 22nd  Anniversary on  
December 18. 
 
Jim & Jane Pellington will cele-
brate their 68th Anniversary on  
December 20. 
 
Jack & Meryl Chapin, Jr. will  
celebrate their 66th Anniversary on 
December 23. 

 
 

          Winter 2021-22 Bible Study 
Tuesday Evenings 7:30-8:30  

via Zoom 

     Participating with God is a  
reference to humankind, whom God 
created; the phrase also applies to the 
incarnation, the coming of God’s 
Son into the world in human form.  

Participating with God by Waiting 
Advent is a time of anticipation  and 
waiting. We will explore Luke’s  
telling of the Christmas story. 

Participating with God in Awe 
In our busy lives, we can easily miss 
the extraordinary experience of  
being in God’s presence. We will 
explore various ways humans have 
experienced God’s glory. 

Participating in God’s Work 
We can participate with God through 
our actions. When we engage in life-
giving activities we join in the work 
which God has set in our hands. 

Everyone is welcome. 

 
     Contact Clarence & Barbara if 
you have questions.  645-8347  

               crb05bbb@gmail.com  
 

mailto:crb05bbb@gmail.com
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HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
WORK PROJECT 

2021 

Thank you to all the volunteers for 
the Habitat build. It was a 
tremendous success! We were 
blessed to have 13 people from 
LPC volunteer to minister to 
families in need. Thank you for all 
your incredibly hard work. The 
Habitat folks were thrilled with the 
size of our group and what we were 
able to accomplish and would love 
for us to come again! 

Thank you for representing the 
church and doing local community 
ministry in service to Christ. We 
hope you will be interested in 
participating in future builds and 
mission trips. 

Jeff and I began going on mission 
trips to help families in need and 
serve the Lord, but it always ends 
up being a tremendous time of 
learning, growth and 
encouragement to both of us.  

                            Cheryl Morgan 

Rom 15:13  

By the time this newsletter reaches 
you, a group of LPC members and 
friends will have walked 3 neighbor-
hoods and will have prayed for well 
over 200 families and homes. So far 
we have walked one Wednesday 
morning a month in September,  
October and November.  

If you like to walk and pray, please 
consider joining us. I would love to 
add a walk after dusk this month to 
enjoy looking at Christmas decora-
tions and lights as we pray for  
families and experience the true 
meaning and joy of this season.  

Interested?  Call or text Patty Jo 
Mock at 302-228-2574 or email 
pjmock4@gmail.com.  

Christmas Book Display 

Stop by the Library’s Christmas 
book display. Perhaps you will be 
challenged to re-think the Christmas 
story with authors like Timothy 
Keller’s Hidden Christmas or Max 
Lucado’s In the Manger and Be-
cause of Bethlehem, Love is Born, 
Hope is Here. Or maybe you will 
enjoy A Christian Christmas Noel, 
Lenore Worth, Her Holiday Protec-
tor, Laura Scott Holiday on the 
Run. 

You could share a delightful chil-
dren’s story by Kathie Lee Gifford,  
The Three Gifts or Sally Lloyd-
Jones’ Song of the Stars—A Christ-
mas Story. 

Read, enjoy and encourage each 
other as we celebrate the birth of 
our Savior.   

                               Sylvia Gilmore 
 

**************************** 

Thank you for your donation of 
$1,000 to Sussex County Habitat for 
Humanity. Because of you, we are 
able to build homes and hope 
throughout Sussex County! 

Over the next year, we will serve 15 
families through affordable home-
ownership, more than 100 house-
holds with home repairs and energy 
efficient upgrades, and over 250 in-
dividuals through financial literacy, 
all possible by generous supporters 
like YOU. 

                          Kevin Gilmore, 
                        Executive Director 

mailto:pjmock4@gmail.com
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Cookies, Cookies, Cookies!!! 

NEEDED: Your favorite homemade 
Christmas cookies. 

WHY: To share Christmas love with 
our church family and friends who 
are unable to be with us, live alone, 
or who have lost a loved one. 

WHEN: Sunday, December 12  
before the 11:00 worship service. 

WHERE: Please drop your cookies 
off in the Meeting Room to the left of 
the Welcome Center.  

QUESTIONS? Contact Debbie  
Myers, (240-603-8682), or the 

church office if you need further  
information. 

2021 CHRISTMAS OFFERING 

Our Christmas offering will be split 

between two very worthy causes 
this year. 

GTI Hope (Glad Tidings India) is a 
non-profit ministry that brings hope 

to the hopeless in South Asia by 
training and equipping indigenous 
leaders.  One way they transform 

lives is through teaching people to 
read using the Bible as one of the 
primary texts. Self-help skills and 

basic finance instruction is included 
in the literacy classes.  As they 
practice reading, they also learn 
about health, nutrition, and commu-

nity sanitation as well as political 
rights and government programs for 
the poor. When funds are used to 

enlarge existing quality schools, the 
school commits to sponsor literacy 
classes for five years out of the in-

creased tuition received.   Church 
leaders, called Ambassadors, are 
trained to do home visitations, lead 

home fellowships, provide emotion-
al and spiritual support, and teach 
others.  GTI Hope’s self-

empowerment program provides 
sewing machines and rickshaws to 
impoverished men and women ena-

bling them to improve their living 
conditions.  Children learn morals, 
ethics and spiritual principles 

through 10-day programs similar to 
Vacation Bible School.  Partnering 
with churches and social organiza-

tions gains them access to 29 states 
and 7 territories in India.  GTI 

Hope strives to start 50 new 3-

year “Least Privileged People 

Group” projects each year.  Each 

project begins with literacy training, 
which establishes home fellowships 
that are then ready for leaders to 

teach and develop during the  
second year.  These projects trans-
form whole villages “through the 

light of literacy and the message of 
peace”. 

 

 

 

 

Butoke is a small non-profit or-

ganization located in Kananga, 
Democratic Republic of Congo 

sharing the love of Christ with “the 
least of these.”  Butoke ministers to 
the needs of the poorest of the poor 

in their area through nutritional 
support, food security, education, 
emergency and primary health care 

needs, and shelter. As of Septem-

ber of this year Butoke’s orphan-

age was supporting 53 children.  
The health clinics have been partic-

ularly burdened this year due to 
Covid.  Imagine trying to provide 
safe and effective care to all pa-
tients when there is limited to no 

access to clean water and personal 
protective equipment. Gowns, 
gloves and masks must be washed 

and re-used! Butoke operates 2 pri-
mary and 1 secondary schools in 
areas where there would otherwise 

be no school.  Closed for most of 

2020 due to the pandemic, they re
-opened in early 2021 and contin-

ued throughout the summer in or-
der to complete the school year in 
early September.  After a short 

break the 2021/2022 school year 
began in early October.   Butoke 

works with about 30 local agri-

cultural associations, teaching 
best practices and providing  

disease/pest resistant varieties of 
seed.  Practical fish farming is in-
troduced in order to provide more 

protein in the diet of the villagers.  
Butoke provides nutritional support 
to malnourished children, which 
includes a feeding program for the 

children and training in proper  
nutrition for the parents.                        
                         Jeannine White 

                     Mission Committee 

COMBINED WORSHIP  
SERVICE 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26TH 

10 O’CLOCK 

IN THE SANCTUARY 


