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From the Pastor 
     Dear Friends in Christ, 

     I wish you every blessing in this 
Advent season as we remember and 
celebrate the birth of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ.  I look forward to 
this season every year when we can 
stop and engage in worship and 
fellowship together as a church.  In 
spite of the commercial trappings 
which seem to overwhelm Christmas, I 
always find a way to get back to Jesus 
and the manger and Bethlehem. My 
hope is you will find that quiet place of 
worship during this Christmas season.  
Grab one of the Christmas devotionals 
from church, read the story of 
Christmas from an illustrated book to 
your children or grandchildren or 
nieces and nephews. (We read by long 
distance, using smart phones, to our 
grandkids). Listen to sacred music 
about Christmas.  My copy of 
Handel’s Messiah is one of my 
favorites, and be sure to bring folks to 
worship who are outside of the church.  
This is a great moment to introduce 
people to Jesus. 
     This past month is an anniversary 
of sorts for me personally.  As of 
November 2023, I will have been the 
pastor of LPC for 5 years.  What a time 
it has been between Covid and the 
many changes of people coming and 
going. Let me say I am just as thrilled 
to be here now as I was back in 2018.  
I can see the Lord at work in our 
church in many ways.     
     On an historical note, in 1923, Rev. 
Leishman began his tenure as the 
pastor of Lewes Presbyterian Church.  
Now here we are exactly 100 years 
later with me as your pastor. The 
significant thing that came to mind: in 
100 years, LPC has only had 5 pastors!
I know of similar churches who would 
have had over 20 or 30 pastors in the 
same period of time.  Long tenure for 
pastors is one of the healthiest 
practices for a church and lends itself 
to stability.    

INSIDE THIS ISSUE In our church, long tenure is the  
expectation which works towards the 
longevity of the church.  Short pastor-
ates tend to shorten the life of churches.      
     May the Lord continue to bless us 
this way until He returns.  If the Lord 
does not return for 100 more years, my 
prayer is that LPC will have only had 5 
more pastors by 2123! 
        In closing be blessed as you  
worship the Messiah in this Christmas 
season. 

                                           In Christ, 
                                           Pastor Greg 
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Treasurer’s Report 
                 
   January 1, 2023– October 31,2023 

General Fund 2023  2022  

Revenue………...$399,634  $382,385 
Expenditures .....   $394,355  $376,811   
Excess Revenue   $    5,279  $    5,574 

 

Mission                    2023          2022 

Carryover……….$  7,753    $   7,175 
Revenue……….. $72,861    $ 77,008 
Disbursements… $73,324    $ 78,960 
Ending Cash         $ 7,289    $   5,223 

Session Highlights,  
         Gerry Brown, Clerk of Session 

• Session approved the 2024 
Budget 

• Session approval for the LPC 
Youth to have a float in the 
Lewes Christmas Parade on 
Saturday, December 2nd 

     LPC SOUP MINISTRY 

 There will be NO  Soup Ministry  
December 26th & January 2nd  

AND 

 

 

The church offices will be 
closed from Dec 25-Jan 1 

 

                    

 

LADIES FELLOWSHIP 
CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 

 
The LPC Ladies Fellowship will 

meet at noon on Thursday,  
December 14th at  
1776 Restaurant  

$25 per person, cash or check  

RSVP by December 7th to 

Brenda Keith 301-848-4424 
Connie Simmers 302-947-2603 

All the ladies in the church are 
welcome to attend this afternoon 

 
WORSHIP SERVICES 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24TH 

9:00 & 11:00 O’CLOCK 
5:00 & 7:00 O’CLOCK 

 

The food drive for the Delaware 
Food Bank at Lewes Presbyterian 
Church was a huge success  
because of the generosity of the 
congregation!  Because of your 
kindness, we donated 616 pounds 
for food items as well as a  
monetary donation of $5,235.42. 

Thank you to the Milton Food  
Lion for providing the paper  
grocery bags blessed by Jesus! 
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Franklin Graham spoke to us in the 
video we viewed that “It is 
our responsibility to share the 
Gospel to the  ends of the 
earth, so that all children will 
know there is a God, and 
there is a God who loves 
them.”  30 years to date, that 
challenge has led to over 200 
million shoeboxes being 
delivered filled with “the 
good news.”  This 
congregation, along with 
many others, who visit and 
use our church, as well as 
friends and family of 
congregants, continue to 
answer this call through the 
ministry of Operation 
Christmas Child.  Through 
generous donations of time, 
multiple talented 
seamstresses and crafters, and 
financial donations, we will 
confidently send close to 400 
boxes filled with stories of 
the Bible, hygiene items, 
clothing, shoes and huggable 
toys. 
     And hands that came 
together in prayer 

 

• A loving thank you to all the 
hands that made this year’s min-
istry a pleasure and success: 

• Little hands that packed and 
prayed over boxes 

• Youth & adult hands that built 
boxes 

• Older hands that crafted so many 
wonderful gifts and clothing 
items 

• Hands that fed, and typed, and 
kept track of finances for us 

• Men who moved boxes to the 
collection center 

• And hands that came together in 
prayer. 

Matthew 25:40 “The King will  
reply, truly I tell you whatever you 
did for one of the least of these  
brothers and sisters of mine, you did 
for me.”  

In Christ’s name we come together in 
Praise. 

Sylvia Gilmore & Diane Moore 

 

ADVENT DAILY READING 

JOY TO THE WORLD 
Daily Readings for Advent 

 
Advent is for adoring Jesus!  

Advent is the annual season of 
patient waiting, hopeful  

expectation, soul-searching, and 
calendar watching!! 

Your Advent Daily Reading book-
lets are in the Connection Center 
and available for you to pick up 

Thank you to everyone who helped 
clean up the church yard last month 
and to everyone who helped to  
decorate the church for Christmas.  

Thank you to everyone who helps 
provide lunch every Tuesday and 
those who serve and clean up after-
wards. 

Thank you to all the Sunday School 
teachers and adult class facilitators 
so that  LPC has such a vibrant 
community of  learners. 

Thank you to everyone who leads, 
plays, and sings to enrich the music 
of our worship services. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL  
CELEBRATION OF THE  

BIRTH OF JESUS 

Do you like parties, games, shar-
ing Christmas with others, making 
crafts? We do at LPC! 
     Our Sunday School children 
from the PreK class through 5th 
grade will be doing just that as 
they Celebrate the Birth of  
Jesus!  
     Our children’s Celebration of  
Jesus’ Birth will be held on  
Sunday, December 17th in the  
Social Hall during the 9:00am 
Worship Service.  
     We look forward to our annual  
celebration and hope all our  
children can attend. 

There will be no Sunday School 
on Sunday, December 24th & 
Sunday, December 31st. 

   The Sunday School Teachers 

 

  Lewes Presbyterian Church 
    Christmas Services 
           & Events 

Advent Lunch 
12:30pm—Sunday, December 3 

 

Christmas Eve  
Worship Services  

9am Fellowship Hall 
11am  Sanctuary 

5pm  Family Worship  

7pm  Candlelight Worship  
 

Worship Services  
New Year’s Eve    

10am  Sunday, December 31 
 

ADVENT LUNCHEON 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3rd 

AFTER THE 11AM WORSHIP SERVICE 

                             FELLOWSHIP HALL 

Please Welcome  
Bryan Stewart &  

Dayna Almeida & Jaxon 
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In preparing for Christmas, many 
of us set up a creche, decorate a tree, 
put candles in our windows, etc. 
These traditions include light, which 
shines even more brightly in the dark 
of night. 
     Light is found throughout the Bi-
ble, as when God first created light, 
separating it from darkness, along 
with all the heavenly bodies. God led 
the Israelites in a pillar of fire by 
night to give them light for their jour-
ney to escape Egypt. In Psalm 
119:105 Your word is a lamp to my 
feet and a light to my path. 
     In Luke 2, The glory of the Lord 
shone when the angels announced 
Jesus’ birth to the shepherds. The 
three Magi saw Christ’s star and fol-
lowed it to find the newborn King of 
the Jews. The star of Bethlehem may 
be thought of as a heavenly sign of a 
prophecy fulfilled and the shining 
hope for all humanity.  
     Jesus speaking in the temple said, 
“I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will never walk in dark-
ness but will have the light of life.” -
John 8:12. God’s divine light gives us 
spiritual life. As Paul said in 2 Corin-
thians 4:6 For God, who said, “Let 
light shine out of darkness,” made his 
light shine in our hearts to give us the 
light of the knowledge of God’s glory 
displayed in the face of Christ. 
     This Christmas, may we all rejoice 
as we look at the light of stars in the 
night sky and decorations adorning 
our homes, knowing that THE LIGHT 
of the World, JESUS, has come! 

                        Debbie Myers, 
                        Deacon Moderator 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries  

                 December 
Ron Smith………………………….1 
Adrienne Scott……………………..2 
Richard Pounsberry………………..2 
June Hale …...……………………..6 
Len Myers …..……………………..7 
Beth Overall ……………………....9 
Dawn Hurd……………………….10 
Jack Lesher……………….………11 
Erin Cannon……………………...15 
Carol Brown……………………...20 
Jeff Morgan……………………....20 
Sherry Stewart……………………21 
Dominique Scott……….………. ..24 
Nancy Davis……………………...25 
Mary Ellen Kreps………………...29 
Amanda Distefano…..….………...31 

Dan & Megan Smith will celebrate 
their 24th Anniversary on December 
11. 
 

 
Jack Chapin 

12/26/1933-11/12/2023 

              Order your  
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS  
 
You may order your poinsettias  

between December 1-12th.  

 

The forms are online 
2023 Christmas Poinsettia Order Form 

(breezechms.com)  

and in the Welcome Center.  

Please indicate your dedication on 

the form.  

The cost is $10.  Checks payable 
to LPC. Please mark the memo ar-
ea of your check “Poinsettias.”  

Poinsettias will be placed in the 
Sanctuary on December 17th. 

 You may pick up your poinsettia  
after worship on Christmas Eve. 

https://lewespresbyterianchurcheco.breezechms.com/form/0ff51b5296
https://lewespresbyterianchurcheco.breezechms.com/form/0ff51b5296
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     There is still time to invite a 
friend or family member to come to 
church with you!  Invite Your One 
is this Sunday, December 3rd, 
which is the first week of Advent.  
It’s been shown that most people 
will come to church if invited by 
family or a friend, especially during 
the Christmas season.  
     For those who have invited 
guests to Worship on December 
3rd, we encourage you to sit with 
your guest and invite them to join 
us for the Advent lunch following 
the 11am Worship service.  
     Thanks to all who participated in 
the Invite Your One prayer meeting 
and thank you to everyone who has 
been praying for our guests, Pastor 
Greg, and our church.  Invite Your 
One only works through prayer.  As 
we all know, the results of prayer 
can be powerful.  If one person 
comes to church, hears the Gospel 
during worship and comes to faith 
in Christ, or someone who used to 
attend church starts coming again, 
then Invite Your One is a success.     
     Instructions on how to 
participate in ‘Invite Your One’ in 
person and digitally are on the LPC 
webpage.  Please let me or Pastor 
Greg know if you have any 
questions.  

In Christ, 
Cheryl Morgan, PA 

 

Cookies, Cookies, Cookies!!! 

     An LPC tradition since 
2018 has been to share homemade 
cookies with those in our congrega-
tion who are unable to attend worship 
on a regular basis. We hope to keep 
this tradition going with your help. 
     The Congregational Fellowship 
Committee, along with the Deacons, 
are planning a Cookie Delivery 
Event on Sunday, December 17th, 
after the 11 AM worship service. As 
in years past, we have counted on the 
time and talents of each of You to 
make this a wonderful way to reach 
out during the Advent and Christmas 
season. 
      If you love to make your favorite 
cookies this time of year, WE NEED 
YOU! If you like seeing smiles of 
those who don’t get to share their 
smiles often, WE NEED YOU! 
     The Youth Group will be our 
Cookie Box Fillers. The Sunday 
School Classes always make special 
Cards to attach to the boxes.  

SO – We will be recruiting You to be 
Helpers as Bakers or Delivery  
Persons at the Advent Lunch Dec 
3rd, or you can find sign-up sheets at 
the Connection Center for Bakers 
and Delivery Persons, too. 

This is a great opportunity for LPC to 
be as one – to share the love and joy 

of Christmas! 

QUESTIONS? Contact Debbie  
Myers, (240-603-8682), or the 
church office if you need further  

information. 

                              Debbie Myers 

Library News 
Book Review 

 

Christmas Books for All Ages 
For children and grandparents,  
consider sharing these beautifully 
illustrated and creatively written 
children’s books with your family 
as you prepare for Christmas: 

“The Crippled Lamb” - Max Lucado 
“Song of the Stars” - Sally Lloyd 
Jones 

For the More Serious Reader: 
Max Lucado’s books “Because of 
Bethlehem” or “In the Manger” will 
help you witness the birth of Christ as 
you’ve never seen it before. 

For Those Who Desire to Escape the 
Busyness of the Season - you can  
immerse yourself in fiction.  

Richard Paul Evans’ “Promise Me” is 
a life-changing tale of loss, love and 
Christmas miracles; or “A Winter 
Dream” reimagines the classic story 
of Joseph and the Coats of Many  
Colors presented in the modern story 
of family and forgiveness.   

“Chicken Soup for the Soul - Christ-
mas Treasury, Holiday Stories to 
Warm the Heart” plus many more 
Christmas holiday books may be 
found in the LPC Library.  Stop by 
and explore. 

                       Sylvia Gilmore 
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2023 CHRISTMAS OFFERING 

     The Mission Committee has  

designated The Outreach Founda-
tion’s “Israel/Lebanon/Palestine 

Emergency Relief Appeal” as the 

recipient of this year’s Christmas 
Offering.  The following letter from 
the Executive Director of The  

Outreach Foundation explains 
how and where this fund will be 
used: 

     “In recent weeks, we have wit-
nessed the intense suffering of peo-
ple in the Middle East.  We are 

shocked and deeply grieved by the 
horrific violence and loss of life in 
Israel on October 7, 2023.  Our 

grief is only deepened by the  
continued suffering of an escalating 
war.  

     Many innocent people in Gaza 
have now endured countless days of 
tragedy with no water, food, or 

medical supplies.  Attempts for 
people to leave Gaza have been 
thwarted.  There appears to be no 

safe place to go. 
     In response to the war that is 
now expanding into parts of  
Lebanon, The Outreach Foundation 

is launching an Emergency Appeal.   
Our partners in the region will help 
aid the people in Gaza, Israel, and 

Lebanon.  All funds will be used to 
help the innocent victims of war. 
     In addition, we will work with 

the Synod of Syria and Lebanon to 
help supply the shelters they have 
opened for those fleeing southern 

Lebanon due to the recent escala-
tion of fighting along the Lebanon-
Israel border.  These supplies will 

help provided basic care such as 
food, medicine, shelter, and  
clothing. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Giving 
 By Iris W. Bray 

Christmas is for giving 
And for showing that we care, 
For honoring the Christ Child 
With the loving gifts we share 

The wise men gave of riches; 
The shepherds, faith and love. 
Each gift, in its own measure, 
Was smiled on from above. 

Let every gift be treasured; 
Not always size or price 

Determines the extent of love 
And willing sacrifice. 

Handsome gifts with festive trim 
Brings smiles of sweet content, 

But modest gifts of humble means 
Are ofttimes heaven sent. 

Whether it be large or small 
Each gift will share in part 

The message of true Christmas joy 
If given from the heart! 

All funds will be used to reduce 
the suffering of all people in the 
region.  While nations and groups 
war, The Outreach Foundation 
stands with all of God’s children in 
the hope that the light of Christ 
will shine in the darkness. 
     Let us bring God’s gift of hope 
during these increasingly difficult 
days.  Please give generously.” 

Mark Mueller 
Executive Director 
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Patsy Macintire’s Bible Study 
 
Monday at 6:30pm  and 
Tuesdays at 11:00am  
 
 

We are meeting in the first floor 
Conference Room. 

Questions?  Call Patsy Macintire  

302-645-9049.   
Studies will end Dec 12 & 13th 

***************************** 

10:00am Adult Sunday School 

This month we will continue our 
study of Tim Keller's book, 
The Reason for God: Belief in 
an Age of Skepticism 
 
     The class continues to steadily 
grow in size and in developing  
responses to misunderstandings 
which confound non-believers. (As 
an example, Tim Keller talks about 
the difficulties non-believers  
struggle with regarding the  
miracles of Christ. Our class has 
learned through the readings that 
the Gospels provide detailed  
accounts of events which could 
have been refuted by thousands of 
witnesses although not challenged 
by any, even those who despised 
Jesus.) 
Please join us!  And it does not 
matter if you have not been to any 

of the previous 
classes. 

 Jack Moore 
 

ADULT ZOOM BIBLE CLASS 
                Tuesday Evenings 
                    7pm via Zoom                     
We continue using The Upper Room 
devotional as the study materials for 
the Tuesday Night Bible Study. 

December discussion themes: 

Prepare Him Room 
- What does it look like for you to 
prepare room for Christ in your 
heart?  

Who Needs Christmas? 
- How are you affected by Mary’s 
response to the angel Gabriel’s 
news? How would you respond? 

What Can I Give? 
- When have you observed seemingly 
small actions make a big difference 
for others? Did this enrich your life? 

Stewardship 
- What situation has taught you the 
most about giving? Why? 

Everyone is welcome to join us!! 

Clarence and Barbara are  
discussion leaders.   

Call or email if you have questions: 

 crb05bbb@gmail.com 
302-645-8347 
785-236-0683 (cell) 

10AM Adult Sunday School 

COMING IN JANUARY 

Surprised By Hope, 
by N.T. Wright 

Surprised By Hope is a “must read” 
for any Christian looking to expand 
their understanding of faith. It 
gives us a full understanding of  
salvation as it is revealed in the  
Bible and also tells us how we 
should act in our lives and in this 
world as God’s redeemed people. 
N.T. Wright’s writing explains how 
crucial our role in this world is and 
expands on the Christian mission 
and what it means to live with hope 
and faith. Surprised By Hope  
attempts to answer the very famous 
question:  What is heaven? 

More information to come. 

 

Facilitators will be Clarence &  
Barbara.  

https://www.amazon.com/Reason-God-Belief-Age-Skepticism/dp/0525950494/?tag=christtoday-20
https://www.amazon.com/Reason-God-Belief-Age-Skepticism/dp/0525950494/?tag=christtoday-20
mailto:%20crb05bbb@gmail.com

