Apostle’s Creed, Psalter Reading, and Scripture Reading
For September 13, 2026|

THE APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
and the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

* Refers to the congregational body of believers, not the Roman Catholic church.

Psalm 116 Bible pg. 116
I love the Lord, for he heard my voice; he heard my cry for mercy.
Because he turned his ear to me, I will call on him as long as I live.

The cords of death entangled me, the anguish of the grave came upon me; I was
overcome by trouble and sorrow.

Then I called on the name of the Lord: “O Lord, save me!”
The Lord is gracious and righteous; our God is full of compassion.

The Lord protects the simplehearted; when I was in great need, he saved me.



Be at rest once more, O my soul,
for the Lord has been good to you.

For you, O Lord, have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet
from stumbling.

that I may walk before the Lord in the land of the living.

I believed; therefore I said, “I am greatly afflicted.”

And in my dismay I said, “All men are liars.”

How can I repay the Lord for all his goodness to me?

I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord.

I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people.
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.

O Lord, truly I am your servant; [ am your servant, the son of your maidservant;
you have freed me from my chains.

I will sacrifice a thank offering to you and call on the name of the Lord.
I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people,

in the courts of the house of the Lord — in your midst, O Jerusalem.

Praise the Lord.

SCRIPTURE READING:
John 3:1-22 (NIV)

Jesus Teaches Nicodemus

3 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the
Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you
are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are
doing if God were not with him.”

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they
are born again.”



4“How can someone be born when they are 0ld?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they

cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!”

3 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless
they are born of water and the Spirit. ¢ Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives
birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born
again.” 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell
where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.

10¢Y'ou are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these

things? " Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we
have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 21 have spoken to you of
earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly
things? 3 No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—
the Son of Man. ¥ Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of
Man must be lifted up, !5 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.”

18 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. ' For God did not send his Son
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. ¥ Whoever
believes in him 1s not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned
already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. !° This
1s the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light
because their deeds were evil. 2 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not
come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 2! But whoever lives by the
truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has
been done in the sight of God.

John Testifies Again About Jesus

22 After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into the Judean countryside, where he
spent some time with them, and baptized.



