Apostle’s Creed, Psalter Reading, and Scripture Reading
For August 17, 2025

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and 1s seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
and the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PSALTER READING: Psalm 74:1-12
Why have you rejected us forever, O God?
Why does your anger smolder against the sheep of your pasture?

Remember the people you purchased of old, the tribe of your inheritance, whom
you redeemed — Mount Zion, where you dwelt.

Turn your steps toward these everlasting ruins, all this destruction the enemy
has brought on the sanctuary.

Your foes roared in the place where you met with us; they set up their standards as
signs.



They behaved like men wielding axes to cut through a thicket of trees.
They smashed all the carved paneling with their annex and hatchets.

They burned your sanctuary to the ground; they defiled the dwelling place of
your Name.

They said in their hearts, “We will crush them completely!” They burned every
place where God was worshiped in the land.

We are given no miraculous signs; no prophets are left, and none of us knows
how long this will be.

How long will the enemy mock you, O God? Will the foe revile your name
forever?

Why do you hold back your hand, your right hand? Take it from the folds of
your garment and destroy them!

But you, O God, are my king from of old; you bring salvation upon the earth.

SCRIPTURE READING:
Revelation 13:1-10 (NIV)

The Beast out of the Sea

13 The dragon stood on the shore of the sea. And I saw a beast coming out of the
sea. It had ten horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on its horns, and on each
head a blasphemous name. 2 The beast I saw resembled a leopard, but had feet like
those of a bear and a mouth like that of a lion. The dragon gave the beast his power
and his throne and great authority. 3 One of the heads of the beast seemed to have
had a fatal wound, but the fatal wound had been healed. The whole world was
filled with wonder and followed the beast. 4 People worshiped the dragon because
he had given authority to the beast, and they also worshiped the beast and asked,
“Who is like the beast? Who can wage war against it?”



5 The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to
exercise its authority for forty-two months. It opened its mouth to blaspheme
God, and to slander his name and his dwelling place and those who live in
heaven. 7 It was given power to wage war against God’s holy people and to
conquer them. And it was given authority over every tribe, people, language and
nation. 3 All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—all whose names have
not been written in the Lamb’s book of life, the Lamb who was slain from the
creation of the world.

®Whoever has ears, let them hear.

10¢“Tf anyone is to go into captivity,
into captivity they will go.

If anyone is to be killed with the sword,
with the sword they will be killed.”

This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of God’s people.



