Lewes Presbyterian Church

From the Pastor
Dear Friends in Christ,

Are you dragging along with
this continued Covid 19
pandemic? Are you starting to get
the winter blues as the temperature goes down and we are stuck
inside more often than not? Has
this been a really long year for
you? (it certainly has been a long
one for me.). Well, there is a cure
for the blues, for self-pity and the
general drudgery of life. It’s
called being thankful or grateful
for what God has done for us.
Let’s talk about being thankful in
light of the upcoming Thanksgiving holiday. The first
Thanksgiving in Plymouth was a
tough one back in the 17th century.
Of the pilgrims who had come
over on the Mayflower, 102 had
died from disease and starvation.
Only 53 were present to celebrate
the harvest with the Native
Americans. But they were
grateful to have made it to the
harvest and that God had provided
help for them. And because they
had a decent harvest, they knew
they would survive the cold winter
that was coming. Thanksgiving
became a national holiday in
1863. Talk about not having
much to be thankful for! The
country was in the middle of a
bloody civil war and Abraham
Lincoln was the president.
Lincoln signed the bill to make
Thanksgiving a holiday in hopes
that it might foster unity in the
nation at one of the worst times in
our history.
Americans know how to be
thankful even in the worst of
times. We know that as a nation

December, 2020
we have been tremendously
blessed by God. And even though
things may seem bleak and life
may be pretty hard, we always
seem to find good things that God
has done for us that we can be
thankful for. I love what Psalms
107:8-9 says: “…give thanks to the
Lord for his unfailing love and his
wonderful deeds for mankind, for
he satisfies the thirsty and fills the
hungry with good things.” This
Thanksgiving many of us may
have spent the holiday alone. But
we still have much to be thankful
for. God has provided for us even
in the middle of a pandemic. He
has given us salvation for our sins.
He has given his Spirit to us. He
provides for our basic needs. He
gives us brothers and sisters in
Christ to encourage us. When we
are thankful, we stop thinking of
all that is wrong in the world and
we stop feeling sorry for ourselves.
And being thankful draws us closer
to the Lord. I know that Thanksgiving will be over by the time that
you receive this, but I hope you
will remember to be thankful.
By the time you receive this, in
fact, we will have already launched
into the season of Advent. We are
planning to have four services for
Christmas Eve so that we can have
proper spacing for worship and so
that we can celebrate the birth of
our Lord. I want to encourage you
to join us if you are able to.
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Session Highlights,

Gerry Brown, Clerk of Session

•

Congregational Meeting,
December 6, 2020 at 10:30am

•

Approved slate of Officers:
Elder: Bruce Viekman
Deacons - Cindi Warrington,
Debbie Myers, Pat Trafton,
Dawn Hurd
Nominating Committee Sue
Ellen Radhe, Deacon

•

Christmas Service Times:
4:30pm, 6pm, 7:30pm & 9pm
Must register for a service time
on Breeze or by contacting
church office

Treasurer’s Report,

Jack Lesher, Treasurer

January 1, 2020– October 31,2020

General Fund

2020

2019

Revenue………...$356,105 $371,041
Expenditures ..... $303,383 $347,366
Excess Revenue $ 52,722 $ 23,675
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I think that you will be encouraged and that your faith will be
strengthened. Keeping pace
with the church seasons and
celebrations are a reminder that
God is still with us and that life
will go on in spite of everything else. I can tell you that
it’s probably safer to come to
church than to go to Lowes, or
Walmart or any of the local restaurants. Our team has done a
wonderful job of making our
church a safe place to come and
worship. Join us in person this
Advent or join us online
through the website which will
route you to our YouTube
channel. May the Lord bless
you during this season of
Advent as we celebrate the
coming of the Lord.
In Christ,
Pastor Greg Wiest
MARK YOUR CALENDAR:

Mission

2020

2019

Carryover……….$ 2,550 $ 5,112
Revenue……….. $77,813 $ 70,139
Disbursements… $73,035 $ 66,629
Excess Carryover $ 7,328 $ 8,622

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, Dec. 6th 10:15am

FELLOWSHIP HALL
To Elect
Deacons and Elders and vote on
Terms of Call for the Pastor
New Elder: Bruce Viekman
New Deacons: Cindi Warrington,
Debbie Myers, Pat Trafton, Dawn
Hurd
Nominating Committee: Sue Ellen
Radhe, Deacon representative

www.lewespresbyterianchurch.org

Our New Covenant Partner

Kate and Pete Green
Pete is a Lewes local whose
family history in the town goes
back near to its founding with
deep ties to Lewes Presbyterian
as well. Pete and Kate met in
Dewey Beach while students at
UD and moved back to Sussex
County almost 20 years ago to
raise their three children, now
grown.
Both Pete and Kate came to
faith in Christ on the same night,
April 2, 1998. Being new
believers in a small church, they
were discipled in an intimate
family setting and were
immersed in the life of the
church. Over the years they have
served in many forms of
ministry.
Pete is a local mortgage
broker and Kate recently
received a Master of Arts in
Biblical Counseling from
Westminster Theological
Seminary.
Pete and Kate have moved to
Lewes and began attending LPC
because of close ties with
Melanie Bradley and a sense of
God calling them to serve here.
Their desire is to join in on what
God is doing here at LPC and to
spread the hope of the gospel.
Pray for them as they seek to
apply the experience and training
they have received to form
relationships and bring love and
peace of Jesus to Lewes.

Believing, growing and sharing the love of Christ.
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Order your CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS

“Praise God For The
Boxes Packed For
Operation Christmas
Child”

We are deeply grateful. Franklin
Graham, president of Samaritan’s
Purse writes, “I am deeply grateful
for your heart for packing Operation
Christmas Child shoeboxes for
children in need. All over the world
these gift-filled boxes become tools
for local churches to share God’s love
and the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Jeannine White and Sylvia Gilmore
also wish to express our sincere
appreciation for our church family
and community friends who
participated in filling 281 boxes
inspite of COVID 19. Thanks to all
the people who packed boxes, either
online, during Sunday School or the
After School Program or with
families. Also for the people who
financially supported the program
and/or participated in the “work
morning,” donated Beanie Babies,
school supplies, soccer balls and
pumps. Plus those ladies who made
dresses, boys shorts and doll blankets.
Even though the campaign has ended
at LPC, please continue to pray for
the unknown child who will receive
your shoebox. Lord, may this love
gift be a means to introduce them to
your eternal gift of Jesus Christ.

You may order your poinsettias
between December 1-10th. They may be
in memory or in honor of a loved one.
The forms are online at https://lewespresbyterianchurch.org and in
the Welcome Center. The cost is $10. Please place the form with your
check attached in the offering plate or in the “Secretary/Newsletter”
mailbox in the Workroom. Please mark the memo area of your check
“Poinsettias.”

LPC’s Ruth Project
Pastor John and Ruth Folta spent many years dedicated to Christians
in North Korea. Ruth brought to LPC’s attention that these Christians are not only persecuted but are living in freezing conditions.
We learned that we could crochet or knit 8” squares with long tails
to be sewn together into afghans in North Korea. Other items needed: shawls, scarves, hats, scrubbies (their culture holds personal
cleanliness in high regards.) We have been blessed to have yarn
donated and many work with their personal ‘stash’. Yet another
blessing is we have nonaffiliated groups and extended family members
also helping with our donations. This is a great
way to try out new
patterns and stitches.
Finished projects are left
in the coat closet by the
box supply of yarn.
You’ll also find knitting
needles, sometimes crochet hooks, patterns, and
other information. Other
ways to help include
helping LPC to defray the
cost of shipping our items
to CFK in North Carolina. If you come across family members
wishing to pare down their yarn/hooks & needles etc., we can probably think of a way to use them. Ruth told us once that the NK people
are amazed westerners want to help them. Contact Cindi
Warrington with any questions. (302-644-7459)

Sylvia Gilmore & Jeannine White
www.lewespresbyterianchurch.org
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Looking for a Christmas gift idea
that also “gifts” someone in
great need? Since July 2018,
Lewes Presbyterian Church –
through “The 25.40 Project” –
has sent a little over $2500 to
each of two nutrition centers in
DR Congo located near our sister church, Lungandu Parish.
The money has been raised
through some donations but
mostly through sales of LPC
member Grier White’s Christian
faith-based music CD “Feed His
Sheep.”
Copies are still available. Grier
can be reached by phone (302)
423-8630 or email
(gbwfunster@gmail.com), and
he’ll find a way to get you a copy
or copies. A single copy costs a
“love offering” of $10. (Special
Advent Deal: Buy 6 for $50.)

Great is God’s Goodness and Great
is your Generosity!
The Stewardship Committee would
like to offer gracious thanks to our
church community for the response
to our pledge requests. God’s church
prevails in intense financial times.
The committee sent out 180 letters
and received 100 back plus 48 Time
and Talent Surveys.
We are sure the ministry chairs will
be creative in using all volunteers. If
anyone would still like to return his/
her pledge card or survey, the deadline can surely be extended.
We appreciate the devoted interest
and support of all.
Maria DiPasquale,
Stewardship Committee

Lewes Presbyterian Church
Christmas Services

SUNDAY SCHOOL
CELEBRATION OF THE
BIRTH OF JESUS
Do you like parties, games, sharing Christmas with others, making
crafts? We do at LPC!
Our Sunday School children from
the PreK class through 6th grade
will be doing just that as they
Celebrate the Birth of Jesus!
Celebration of Jesus’ Birth will be
held on December 20th in the
Social Hall during the 9:15am
Worship Service. We will all safe
distance as we take part in
Christmas activities.
Children may arrive at 9:00AM at
the Social Hall and will be ready
to be picked up at 10:15AM. A
teacher or adult helper will see
that they enter and leave safely.
Please wait at the step entrance to
the Hall to limit the number of
adults interacting with other children.
We look forward to an annual celebration and hope all our children
can attend.

Christmas Eve
4:30 p.m. Family Worship
6 p.m.—Family Worship
7:30 p.m.—Candlelight Worship
9:00 p.m. Evening Worship

The Sunday School Teachers

Due to COVID restrictions reservations are
required. To register, go to lewespresbyterianchurch.org and

click on the registration form or call the church office 302-645-5345

www.lewespresbyterianchurch.org
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Birthdays & Anniversaries
December

Ron Smith………………………….1
Adrienne Scott……………………..2
Nancy Hansen ……………………..7
James Gross………………………..9
Dawn Hurd……………………….10
Jack Lesher……………….………11
Erin Cannon……………………...15
Athen Reese ……………………..16
Elizabeth Solberg………………...20
Carol Brown……………………...20
Sherry Stewart……………………21
Jack Chapin, Jr...…………………23
Charlie Pappa…………………….23
Domineque Scott……….………...24
Nancy Davis……………………...25
Nate Williams…………….………25
Pat White……….………………...29
Mary Ellen Kreps………………...29
Amanda Distefano…..….………...31
Hud & Jenn Athey will celebrate
their 21st Anniversary on
December 18.
Jim & Jane Pellington will celebrate their 67th Anniversary on
December 20.
Jack & Meryl Chapin, Jr. will
celebrate their 65th Anniversary on
December 23.

Winter 2020-21 Bible Study
Tuesday Evenings 7:30-8:30 via
Zoom
In God’s image is a reference to
humankind, whom God created; but
the phrase also applies to the
incarnation, the coming of God’s
Son into the world in human form.
As followers of Jesus, we are being remade into the image of Christ.
Think about the relationship God
wants to have with us and how God
is sending Jesus to make that
relationship possible.
Hope. Preparing the way of
Jesus, the hope of the world and
Good News.
Our Holy God. We will examine
how God defines holiness, how holiness is nourished and what holiness
means. How can we be holy as we
live in the world?
Contact Clarence & Barbara if
you have questions. 645-8347
Everyone is welcome.

A November sermon addressed
dealing with life here on planet Earth.
Dealing with life here can be interesting, joyful at times and trying at other
times. The year 2020 has been quite
interesting. Hopefully we have all
experienced some joy! Some of us
have experienced close family loss,
others have experienced loss of
friends. Some of us have or are experiencing illness; some have lost employment. And now we are entering
what we now call the regular flu season. Through all of these ongoing
experiences we have the pandemic,
and a lot of political goings on. I’ve
wondered if some of us didn’t spend
enough time in kindergarten, and/or
pre-k Sunday school?
So where do we find support for
interesting but trying times we are all
experiencing? The list of best supports falls under the heading of “Each
Other.” If you are looking for specific titles for “Each Other” they might
include family, friend, neighbor, pew
partner, minister, elder, deacon, covenant partner, church staff, Bible study
leader, Bible study classmate, Zoom
partner. The message is - we are all
called by our Lord to care for each
other.
The Deacon’s vice moderator will
become the moderator for the Deacons beginning in January 2021. Two
deacons, Kathy Ross and Carol Bishop, have completed their term of call
as a deacon. Four new deacons will
be added for a new total of 12. The
list of deacons beginning January will
be Mickey Vessels, Jeff Williams,
Sue Ellen Radhe (moderator), Carole
Pizzillo, Amy Grafton, Randy Friend,
Maureen Carpenter, Jim Athey, plus
new deacons Cindi Warrington, Pat
Trafton, Dawn Hurd and Debbie
Meyers. As of this writing a new vice
-moderator has not been identified.
Jim Athey, Moderator

www.lewespresbyterianchurch.org
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Christmas Offering 2020
Our Christmas offering has been designated to two very worthwhile causes ……one very
close to home, Delmarva Adult and Teen Challenge located in Seaford, De. and to missionaries
Joseph and Esther Sharon who work with International Cultural Bible Ministries in India.
Delmarva Adult and Teen Challenge was started in 2008 by Exc. Director Bob Carey, opening
doors to a Seaford’s Men’s Campus with a 12-month, residential, holistic addiction recovery
program. The organization has grown considerably with new educational buildings, a Mega Thrift
Store, and in 2018 Home of Hope Women’s Campus was opened. An Eastern Shore Crisis Referral
Office was opened in 2019.
Clients are taught principles with purpose….biblically based, teaching the necessary tools to
assist in the process of recovery. There are 3 phases….Induction, Training, and Reentry into the
community. In other words, there is academics, vocational training with other life skills taught
including parenting education. Clients learn responsibility, dependability, commitment, self
discipline and the importance of serving others. Reentry includes spiritual growth, maintaining
healthy relationships and how to continue a drug free lifestyle. Visit delmarvateenchallenge.org
for more information about this wonderful ministry.
On the international scene, the Joseph and Esther Sharon family serve in India. A recent
newsletter shares a story that made them all realize God is in control, in spite of the shutdowns
caused by the pandemic. For several months Joseph had been remotely supervising the construction
of a new ICBM church. After many delays and complications, it was completed and a dedication
ceremony was planned. Joseph and his assistant set out for the trip. After a flight to an outlying
area, then a 3-hour ride to the village they were stopped at a checkpoint and denied entry as their
point of origin was deemed a Covid-19 “hotspot.” At that point, those inside the village came out
and with ribbon and scissors went beyond the checkpoint and had the dedication there, asking
Joseph to speak. Joseph was able to speak and dedicate the building, and thank the Pastor and his
family for the work of the Lord, though never being able to see the building. Upon his return,
Esther asked Joseph how he felt. He said, “I felt a little disappointed … I just felt so much peace
about what was happening and I just kept thinking, ‘The work of the Lord goes on’. Whether I am
at the church or not doesn’t really matter.” The Sharons praise God for Joseph’s parents and
brother who have recovered from COVID. They also ask that we pray for lockdowns across the
country to be lifted so ICBM’s work can be accelerated. They hope to visit us next year in 2021
when they will return to the States for home leave.
Please give from your heart generously this Advent season to these two recipients
who are truly doing God’s work, though never impossible for God to do it alone,
it is so much better when we can help be His hands and feet.
Jeannine White,
Mission Committee

www.lewespresbyterianchurch.org
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December 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

8

Wednesday
2

3

Friday
4

Saturday
5

3:30 PM Mission
2:00 PM Brown Life
Committee (Z)
Group (Z)
6:30 PM Miller Adult SS
(Z)

1:00 PM Ginny Small
Graveside Service

9

10

11

12

17

18

19

2:00 PM Brown Life
Group (Z)
7:00 PM Wiest Life
Group (Z)
7:00 PM Williams Life
Group (z-G)

12:00 PM MAAMs (Z)

24

25

6

7

2nd Sunday of Advent
Deacon Sunday - loose offering goes to Deacon
Fund
8:00 AM Contemplative Worship Service
9:15 AM Contemporary Worship Service
9:15 AM Sunday School - Children
10:30 AM Congregational Meeting (F)
11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
1:30 PM Athey Life Group (Z)

10:00 AM Prayer Meet- 2:00 PM Bible Study (F) 11:00 AM Deacons
ing (Z)
7:00 PM Sylvia Life
Meeting (Z)
5:30 PM Bible Study (F) Group (Z)
7:30 PM Bible Study (Z)

13

14

3rd Sunday of Advent
Hunger Offering Sunday
8:00 AM Contemplative Worship Service
9:15 AM Contemporary Worship Service
9:15 AM Sunday School - Children
11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service

10:00 AM Prayer Meet- 2:00 PM Bible Study (F)
ing (Z)
6:00 PM Session Meet5:30 PM Bible Study (F) ing (Z)
7:30 PM Bible Study (Z)

20

21

22

4th Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM Contemplative Worship Service
9:15 AM Contemporary Worship Service
9:15 AM Sunday School - Children
11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
1:30 PM Athey Life Group (Z)

Newsletter Deadline
10:00 AM Prayer Meeting (Z)

7:30 PM Bible Study (Z)

27

28

29

8:00 AM Contemplative Worship Service *
9:15 AM Contemporary Worship Service
9:15 AM Sunday School - Children
11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service

10:00 AM Prayer Meeting (Z)

7:30 PM Bible Study (Z)

15

Thursday

16

23

26

CHRISTMAS EVE
Christmas Day
Office Closed
Office Closed
4:30 PM Service for
Children
6:00 PM Service for
Children
7:30 PM Candlelight
Service (S)
9:00 PM Evening Service
(S)

30

31

1

2

New Year's Day
Office Closed

*Worship times may change due to COVID
restrictions
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