Newsletter of Lewes Presbyterian Church

Dear Friends in Christ,
What strange and unusual
times we are living through.
If you had told me schools
would be closed and public
worship would be curtailed
because of a pandemic, I
would have had a hard time
believing you. Yet here we
are. Our church and many
other churches are rapidly
transitioning to ministry by
distance. Sermons are online
and much of what we do is
now done by telephone. I
read an article this morning
about the downside of social
distancing. I’m not a psychologist, but I do know there
is a downside of having no
physical and social interaction with others. People used
to going to work or going to
the gym or to church are
starting to feel the absence of
daily interaction with others.
Fortunately we, in the
body of Christ, have the joy
of being able to connect with
one another on a personal and
spiritual basis. Hebrews
10:24-25 says this: “Let us
consider how we may spur
one another on toward love
and good deeds, not giving
up meeting together, as some
are in the habit of doing, but
encouraging one another -and
all the more as you see the
day drawing near.” How do
we meet when we are not

supposed to gather in person?
The first answer is by telephone. Use our church directory and start calling people in
church. Call people you
know. Ask them how they are
doing. Offer to pray for them.
Ask them if they have any
needs and share what is going
on in their life. Talk about the
sermon posted on the LPC
website, talk about what you
have been learning through
your personal devotions. You
could also call people in the
church directory you may not
know too well, introduce
yourself and start getting to
know others better. We can
also use e-mail and mail greeting cards to stay in touch with
one another to give updates.
One thing is for sure: this
pandemic is going to change
how we do things in America
as business, education and
medicine will be affected.
We, in the body of Christ, will
adjust and continue to share
the good news of Jesus Christ
with a world that will be looking for something to hold on
to. As a church we will need
to be ready to give help and to
give answers to those who
will be looking for it. Our God
is in control and he will see us
through. Please continue to
pray for our world and for our
church in the coming days and
weeks ahead. May the Lord
bless you and keep you,
Rev. Greg Wiest
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Session Highlights,
Gerry Brown, Clerk of Session
Regular Session Meeting
March 17, 2020
•

Worship services are cancelled
indefinitely. Follow the CDC &
Surgeon General
recommendations.

•

Pastor will continue to post
sermons on weekly basis on the
LPC website.

•

Session voted to participate in
Family Promise, a program to
help homeless families. More
information to follow. See pg 7

INVITE YOUR ONE
Dear Covenant Partners: As you
are aware, we have announced the
Invite Your One evangelism
program. Things have drastically
changed, but inviting others to find
Christ will never changes.
We would encourage everyone to
Invite Your One to listen to the
pastor’s recorded message on Palm
Sunday (April 5th) and Easter Sunday (April 12th). After they have
done so, have a phone conversation
to discuss the message and encourage them to keep listening.

Treasurer’s Report,

January 1, 2020-February 29, 2020

General Fund

2020

2019

Revenue……… $ 79,349 $ 74,732
Expenditures….. .$ 62,583 $ 62,275
Excess Revenue $ 16,766 $ 12,457
Comments: It’s really been quiet
here in the treasurer’s neighborhood.
It is truly a period of social
isolationism. This financial report
covers the two first months of 2020
and all amounts are very comparable
2020 vs 2019. Who now knows
where everything will be by the end
of March. Let all of us prepare to
reach out to one another to calm our
anxieties as we look ahead. We can
only live our life one day at a time,
but we insist of planning ahead. What
lies ahead is so much unknown.
Yesterday I received a phone message
from Jeff Williams. His message was
just about the most thoughtful effort
and added a calming voice to all the
noise from the broadcasts. Just like
the voice in the wilderness.

Mission
2020
Carryover………. $ 2,550
Revenue………... $16,860
Expenditures...…. $12,331
Carryover
$ 7,079

SPRING IS A TIME
OF NEW GROWTH &
NEW BEGINNINGS.
LET US PRAISE GOD
TOGETHER!!!
HALLELUJAH

2019
$ 5,112
$12,760
$12,144
$ 5,728

Comments: All of us also fund our
mission efforts. Two months so far
through February show a great effort
of funding missions. Just maybe our
mission efforts will be needed to help
those right here with special urgent
needs. Care for one another.

Jack Lesher
Treasurer

God is not done with His work
here on earth and we must continue
to share His light and be His hands
and feet.
In Christ,
Gerry Brown
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“God is not unjust; He will not
forget your work and the love you
have shown Him as you have
helped His people and continue to
help them.” Heb. 6:10

9:15 AM
Adult Sunday School

A NOTE FROM
STEWARDSHIP:

In these confusing times we must
remember to share our gifts with
others whenever the opportunity occurs. When any faithful Christian
has an opportunity to allay fear by
encouraging others to turn to God in
prayer for peace, that believer is
sowing a seed and providing assistance. These times of trouble allow
us to use our own spiritual gifts: our
ability to comfort others, relieve
their anxiety by pointing to the way
to God’s peace that surpasses all understanding.

8:00AM
Adult Sunday School
The theme for the Spring quarter
lessons focus on justice as presented in Scriptures from the prophets
and 1 Corinthians. The prophets
communicated God’s will to the
people. They called for repentance
and justice.

The Stewardship Committee encour- •God Requires Justice
ages all to examine what your spir•God Promises a Just Kingdom
itual gifts are and use them to the
benefit of the Lord and His people
•We are called to God’s Work of
Justice
Since there will be no worship
services, those who wish to continue Once we again have class,
monetary stewardship are encoureveryone is welcome to join us at
aged to use the LPC website to
8AM each Sunday in the
donate electronically in your
Conference Room.
individual area of choice.
Clarence Bauman & Barbara
We also encourage donations to be
Barkdoll
made by check and mailed to the
church at 133 Kings Hwy, Lewes,
DE 19958. Mail is checked daily.
We of faith know God is in control.
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I
give to you. Let not your hearts be
troubled, neither let them be afraid”
John 14:27

On April 19th (or whenever we
resume our regular Sunday schedule) the 9:15am class will begin a
six-week study of Dallas Willard’s
book, The Divine Conspiracy. We
will use a study guide/video series
that offers a timely and challenging call back to the true meaning
of Christian discipleship. Gracefully weaving biblical teaching,
popular culture, science, scholarship, and spiritual practice into
one cohesive group study. Willard
shows Christians everywhere the
necessity of making profound
changes in how we view our lives
and live out our faith. This study
masterfully captures the core of
Christ’s teachings in a fresh,
relevant light, revealing a revolutionary way to experience God….
by knowing Him as an essential
part of the here and now, rather
than only as a part of the hereafter.
Based on the Sermon on the
Mount, Willard calls Christians
into authentic faith and offers a
practical plan to answer the call.
If you would like a copy of the
book or if you have any questions
about the class, contact Jim or Marianne Miller. $7 for the book. No
Kindle version is offered.
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SOUP MINISTRY
IN DIFFICULT TIMES
We provided soup with drive thru
curbside service. Soup which was
prepared upstairs in the kitchen
was brought down and set up in
the Welcome Center, bagged and
taken outside to customers who
were in their cars. Way to go
LPC!!
Finding ways to help others in
difficult times.

Our condolences to the families of:
Pat Smith White who passed away
2/20/20
Edith Jarrell (sister of Elbert
Hicken) who passed away March
7th
Aline “Stevie” Marstiller who
passed away March 7th and
Bette Mayer who died March 13th
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FROM LPC LIBRARY
“ICE CREAM CONES AND
HEART STONES”

LPC—A Warm, Welcoming Part of
God’s Family
Yes, we are! And how do we show it?
On any given Sunday, someone new to our church will come to
worship service. God blesses His church with these guests. Many
times these folks are given warm smiles and pleasant greetings.
We would like to expand and extend this by establishing
“Greeters” at each of our worship times. By being a Greeter you
have the opportunity to help create the first impression a visitor
may make of who we are as a church. You would show those who
have chosen to come to LPC to worship that we are glad they are
here and to make them feel comfortable and welcome.
How would I do as a Greeter?
• You would be waiting at the Welcome Center door 15 minutes
before a service to smile, greet and assist, if needed, those entering
• You would direct them to another Greeter or Usher who will
help them find their way to the worship space, the restrooms or
nursery, if needed, etc.
• You would remain in the Welcome Center for 15-20 minutes
after worship begins for late arrivers.
It is our hope to create a Greeter Team. There will be a Greeter
volunteer signup in the Welcome Center and you may be asked
personally.
Please consider saying “Yes” when asked or by signing up. Be one
of our First Faces for LPC for God is honored when we show true
welcoming hospitality to all who come to his church.

Is a beautiful depiction of the hope
that can emerge from grief.
Author Corinne M. Litzenberg
writes about a child “Maddie”
who loses her grandfather. Their
shared memories of the beach
become a mechanism for coping
and finding happiness. The book
also features questions for parents
with eight techniques that can help
children navigate the grieving
process. The book comes
“ALIVE” through watercolor
illustrations of the beach and
nature. Produced by our own LPC
Daphne Blaker. Daphne is a
member of Cape Artist’s Gallery,
Rehoboth Art League, and
Delaware Watercolor Society.
Look for this memorable book in
the LPC Library on the shelf titled
“New Books”
Thank You, Sylvia Gilmore

The Congregational Fellowship & Outreach Committee
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Exploring
LPC
Classes

Birthdays & Anniversaries
April

Bruce & Leslie Triplett will
celebrate their 52nd anniversary on
April 20.

Elaine Dewey-Shupe....................... 5

Ruth Ann & Charles Goarcke
will celebrate their 41st anniversary
on April 21.

Troy Hazzard ...................................5
Bryn DiStefano ................................6
What are the core beliefs of LPC?
How do we organize the life of
our congregation? What
opportunities for ministry do we
offer? How can you become a
Covenant Partner of LPC?
If you are interested in joining
LPC, or just want to know more
about our congregation, please
call Ellie Ziegler (302-245-7047)
or the church office (302-6455345) or email us at
lpchurch@gmail.com if you plan
to attend or would like more
information.

Teague Warrington ..........................7
Robert Capers ................................11
Jeffrey Stewart ...............................12
Carolyn Koster ...............................12
Peg Love ........................................13
Meoghan Swain .............................13
Beth Rendel....................................14
John DiStefano ...............................16
Don Sturtz ......................................18
Daniel Swain ..................................20
Bob Comeau ..................................21
Norma Bame ..................................22
Charlotte Burns ..............................25
Jeff Williams ..................................25
Dave Koster ...................................26

Dear LPC Family,
I wish to thank everyone for the
cards of well wishes and
encouragement during my recovery
from surgery. Your kind words go a
long way in the healing process. I
especially appreciate being lifted in
prayer for quite some time now. It’s
a real blessing to be part of such a
wonderful church community.
Blessings, Grier White
______________________
Dear Spiritual Brothers & Sisters,
Your prayers, cards, phone calls and
wonderful “caring” is pulling us
through this tough “testing” time.
God’s love is being shown daily
through George’s care givers. Don’t
stop praying PLEASE!. George
WILL RETURN!!
In Christ’s love, Patsy

Karen Letonoff ...............................28
Rosann D. Mears............................28
Lorraine & Ron Smith will
celebrate their 56th anniversary on
April 4.
Pam & Alan Waldron will
celebrate their 52nd anniversary on
April 6.

Brenda & Troy Hazzard will
celebrate their 19th anniversary on
April 7.
Bob & Pat Trafton will celebrate
their 56th anniversary on April 10.
Bill & Sue Ellen Radhe will
celebrate their 28th anniversary on
April 12.
Mel & Mary Ellen Kreps will
celebrate their 61st anniversary on
April 18.

ARE YOU CONNECTED?
I’m just wondering, as members
of our church family, if you are
connected with others. Do you have
interests in Bible Study with small
groups? Have you considered joining one of LPC’s Life Groups?
These offer great interaction and
caring concern for one another.
This article is, in a way,
promoting the great value of our
Life Groups, but another is that we
are “connected” in some way.
Recently a lady who attends our
Soup Ministry and is very active in
her church (not LPC) and community had a stroke in her home.
Unfortunately, it took three days
before she was missed by a church
member. She has survived,
thankfully, but the outcome could
have been tragic.
The point! Would an alert device has alerted friends or
authorities to respond much sooner?
Very probably so. Undoubtedly
some cost is involved but I feel
certain the cost of the alert device
would quickly be forgotten if it
saved someone’s life. Please, if you
are by yourself and do not have a
network that checks in with you
once or twice a day, consider investigating an “alert” device. I don’t
know if insurance covers any of the
cost but it is worth investigating.
One Final Thought! Have you
shared how much God loves each
and every one of us and wants a
personal relationship with each of
us? Go forth and make disciples in
the name of the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit!
Blessings, Gerry Brown
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Family Promise is a national 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
that serves homeless families with children. Their mission is to
“help homeless and low-income families achieve sustainable independence through a community-based response”.
Family Promise brings congregations, social service agencies and
community members together into units called Affiliates that provide shelter and wraparound services to homeless families. Each Affiliate coordinates its own programming for transitional housing,
case management, family mentoring etc, while receiving staff training and program assistance from the national office.
Family Promise of Southern Delaware was established as an Affiliate in December 2019 to
address the needs of homeless families in the Cape Henlopen School District. In a March 2018
news article, the Cape District cited 253 homeless students. This figure does not include the large
number of families that are just one accident, one lost job, or one illness away from homelessness.
There is NO year round provision for families with children in any of the homeless programs
serving the Lewes/Rehoboth area. Family Promise of Southern Delaware hopes to change that.
Much work needs to be done before the program can begin housing families. A start date of June
2021 has been projected.
LPC Session just agreed to become a Host Facility with Family Promise of Southern
Delaware. Please pray that at least 12 other Host Facilities can be found within the Cape School
district. Host Facilities agree to house homeless families (up to a maximum of 14 people) for four
one-week periods each year. The families arrive on Sunday afternoon and are given dinner and the
opportunity to pack a lunch for the following day (if needed), and a private area to sleep. Very
early in the morning they are provided a “grab and go” breakfast and then they all go to the Family
Promise day center. The day center is a place for them to shower, wash clothes, meet with social
workers, look for work, and where the children catch the school bus. They return to the church
around 6 pm in the evening to repeat the process. On Sunday morning they pack up all their
belongings and are gone prior to the beginning of worship services and Sunday school.
Over the course of the next year we will be learning more about this exciting program. There are
many different ways for each of us to participate. Preparing part of a meal, serving a meal, helping
with homework, playing a game, spending the night, prepping breakfast foods, grocery shopping,
making phone calls and praying are just some of the possible ways to be involved. Please pray
for Family Promise of Southern Delaware: that 12 more Host Facilities and a Day Center will
be found, for the funding to hire a Director and part-time social workers, for a 15 passenger van to
be provided, and for wisdom and strength for the core-team members who are working so hard to
get this program off the ground.
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When this is over,

may we never again take for
granted
A handshake with a stranger
Full shelves at the store
Conversations with neighbors
A crowded theatre
Friday night out
The taste of communion
A routine checkup
The school rush each morning
Coffee with a friend
The stadium roaring
Each deep breath
A boring Tuesday
Life itself!!
When this ends, may we find
that we have become more like
the people
we wanted to be
we were called to be
we hoped to be
and may we stay that way—

Psalm 56:9 reminds us, “The very moment I call to you for a
Father’s help the tide of the battle turns and my enemies
flee. The one thing I know: God is on my side.” This Psalm
stood true in biblical times, and it proves true in this day as
well. Though there is great fear surrounding the threat of
disease, we can rest assured that we have a Father in Heaven who is with us in all things. This truth is true especially
today with the spread of the coronavirus.

BE STRONG IN FAITH
O God,
May we who are merely inconvenienced remember those whose lives are
at stake. May we who have no risk factors, remember those most vulnerable. May be who have the luxury of working from home, remember those
who must choose between preserving their health or making the rent.
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their
schools close, remember those who have no options. May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market, remember
those who have no margin at all.
As fear grips our country, let us choose love. During this time when we
cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, let us yet find ways to
be the loving embrace of God to our neighbors.
In Christ we pray. Amen

Love has not been cancelled.
Prayer has not been cancelled.
Conversations have not be cancelled
Kindness has not been cancelled
Reading has not been cancelled
Songs have not been cancelled
Worship, as a way of life, has not been
cancelled.
Hope has not be cancelled
EMBRACE ALL THE GOOD THAT REMAINS!

Please contact the LPC office (645-5345) if
you need prayer, someone to talk to, groceries or help in any way. We are all here
together to support each other
Believing, growing and sharing the love of Christ.
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