
Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother or sister to fall into sin, I will never eat meat again, so 

that I will not cause them to fall.  - 1 Corinthians 8:13 

As you will have seen or heard Zion is taking another step toward normal operations and 

relaxing many of our guidelines for worship and for small group gatherings. Depending on your point of 

view this is welcome news, perhaps long overdue or it is a concerning lack of caution. After all, each 

person’s level of risk and level of comfort is different. As the Body of Christ gathered at Zion it is 

important to remember this. How are we, especially in these times, working toward a community that is 

warm and hospitable to each member of our community and honors the image of God in which they 

were made.  

Paul is concerned about this very thing in the eighth chapter of his first letter to the church at 

Corinth. To be clear, in the above quote, Paul is not advocating for vegetarianism or veganism. Rather, 

he is concerned about meat sacrificed to idols. Some members of the church see no problem taking 

meat offerings that are offered to false gods and eating it. However, other members of the church see it 

a grave sin, somehow honoring the false gods the meat was offered to. 

Ultimately, Paul comes down on the side of those who eat the meat, but he has some stern 

words of admonishment for them. He tells the meat eaters to be careful, that if it is upsetting to a 

portion of the community and causes discord and division that the meat should not be brought to their 

weekly fellowship meals. It might cause others to falter and stumble in their faith. 

I think as we enter this new phase of the pandemic, we would do well to remember this 

passage. Where are you in this example? We often place ourselves in the position of the meat eaters. 

On one hand, it is easy to look at others as either too timid or overly cautious and holding us back. On 

the other hand, it can be tempting to chastise those who want less restrictive guidelines as weak in faith 

and impatient. It is important that we do not lose sight of the fact that we are community together. 

Though it is impossible to be all things for all people, we ought to do what we can to allow for worship in 

a way that feels safe for everyone. 

This isn’t easy, it’s been a struggle even on church council to come to a consensus on a way 

forward. However, it is a struggle worth having and I am grateful for the effort. Thank you for continuing 

to give, participate, and volunteer in your own way. It has been a privilege serving you these two years 

and I look forward to our future together and the opportunities that will come from these present 

challenges. 

 

As Ever in Christ, 

 

Pastor CJ 


