
Jane and I participated in a trip to El Paso, TX and Juarez, MX. Nine of us, from the 
Northeastern MN Synod ELCA and the ICMJ, Interfaith Committee on Migrant Justice in 
Duluth, shared in this experience. 
  

We were hosted by Father Robert Mosher in El Paso. During a six-day experience we 
were housed and shared meals at the large house of their Columbian Mission Center.  
During the  day we traveled with him to sites in El Paso and Juarez where we met with 
many interesting ministries and people.  The places we visited places that had been 
created to assist and offer resources for migrants who were in desperate circumstances.  
These included legal aide, emergency housing, agricultural workers employment 
services, and safe harbor for migrants seeking asylum.  
  

Some of the most moving visits were with the migrants themselves.  Between tears and 
laughter, we were moved, as they described the severe difficulties that they 
encountered on their journeys and then faced when they meet authorities at the U.S. 
Border. 
  

We did visit the border walls and attended a presentation by border patrol officers, and 
their supervisor.  We also visited Iglesisia Luterana Cristo Rey, a Lutheran congregation, 
which was instrumental in creating the “Hugs not Walls, border event” where families 
separated by the border restrictions can meet at the border and share a three minute 
hug, once a year. Another high point was worshipping in Juarez at a Catholic church in 
the poor district of Anapra. 
  

You likely have heard of the recent attempts to provide a more hospitable approach for 
migrant children and parents.  Many restrictions remain.  Immigration reform is a 
complicated, and yet necessary work that our countries need to address now.  Please 
keep these desperate, and vulnerable people in your awareness and prayers. 
  

After a year, of collaboration and many discussions, we finally produced a slide show of 
our trip. You may find it interesting and because it is long, 47 minutes, you may wish to 
watch it in smaller chunks.   The YouTube address is https://youtu.be/RNR8thIvbVo  . If 
you have trouble finding it, please feel free to call me. 218-390-1704.  Thanks, Tom  
Anderson. 
  

 

https://youtu.be/RNR8thIvbVo

