
Welcome!
Women to Women Bible Study   

Community Church

1 John
Vantage Point

“An especially high place, that provides a 
good, clear view”

Today – 1 John 4



A Clear View of Discernment 
and 

A Clear View of Life in Christ

1 JOHN 

CHAPTER 4



The 1 John Symphony

• Just as in a symphony, many themes are 
repeated, expanded, repeated … so John has 
themes that repeat throughout this letter. 

• Themes we see again in Chapter 4 include:
– We can discern between truth and error
– The Father sent the Son to save us
– God loves us, so we should love others
– Obedience and abiding go together
– The world is different from the body of Christ
– What we love shows who we are
– Walking in love means knowing Jesus is the Christ



Key words in 1 John 4

• Love – 26 times – peak usage

– Love is used 45 times in the whole book. It is the 
most often used word and over half of those uses 
are in this chapter. 

• Know – 7 times

– acknowledges or recognizes

• Abide– 5 times

– lives, makes his home, remains



1 John 4:1-10

A Clear View of Discernment



Figure Out the Truth (4:1-6)

• John says we shouldn’t believe everything we 
hear. 

• The people John wrote to had a problem with 
teachers who were not speaking truthfully, in 
particular saying Jesus was not really human. 

• Today’s American culture has a problem with 
truth, thinking it is relative.



Figure Out the Truth (4:1-6)

• The main idea here is that  we can discern 
truth and lies.

• Truth is objective. 

• Truth will line up with God’s word. 

• Truth about Jesus will be consistent with 
Scripture and declare Him to be both God and 
man. 



Truth and power are from God

• We overcome the people who oppose God 
because GREATER IS HE WHO IS IN US than   
he who is in the world. (4:4)

• The strength to overcome is not from us.

• God is greater than his enemies. 



We can tell the difference between 
truth and lies.

– People who are in the world listen to those who 
oppose God and the viewpoint of the world.

– World = the political, economic, cultural systems 
that oppose God

– Anyone who knows God will listen to the 
Scriptures, those gifted to teach it, and trusted, 
believing mentors who are grounded in Biblical 
truth. 

– Who are you listening to?



LOVE

• In chapter 3 we learned God loves us 
incredibly.

• What are some ways we know that He loves 
us?



LOVE

• He shows us He loves us by the fact that

– He made us His children. 

– He calls us to obey Him.

– He calls us to love others. 

– He lives in us.

• In chapter 4 verses 7 to 21, John continues to 
teach about God’s love



LOVE

• God is love (4:8)

• Love comes from God (4:7)

• He made his love visible to us

• He shows it

– By loving us first, when we did not deserve it (vs 10)

– By sending His Son (4:9, 4:10)

• That we might live

• As an atoning sacrifice



Start of 2nd half



1 John 4:11-21

A Clear View of Life in Christ



Love One Another

• Because He loves us, we can love one another

• He commands us to love one another

– 4:7 – Love one another

- 4:8 – He who does NOT love, does NOT know God

- 4:11 – we should love one another



God’s love and our love

• He makes it possible for us to love one another –
He lives in us and we in Him
– If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, 

God lives in him and he in God. 4:15

– He who loves is born of God & knows God – 4:7

– If we love one another,
• God lives in us & His love is made complete in us – 4:15

– If we live in love
• We know & rely on God’s love – 4:16

• We live in God

• His love is made complete – 4:17



Our testimony shows if God is in us

• We don’t have to wonder if God is in us, John 
tells us that we KNOW
– We KNOW because He has given us His Spirit       (3:24, 

4:13)

– And by His Spirit we testify that the Father has sent 
His Son Jesus to be the Savior of the world. (4:14) 

– IF anyone acknowledges … (4:15)

God lives in Him and He in God
– And so we KNOW and rely on the love                        

God has GIVEN us. (4:16)



The visible illustrates the invisible

• We cannot see God, no one has ever seen Him 
(4:12), but if we love one another,
– His love is in us

– His love is made complete in us

• In 4:20, John tells us 
– if we cannot love our brother who we can see, 

– we cannot love God who we cannot see.

• Whoever loves God must also love His brother.



Why?     1 John 4:17

• As we live relying on God’s love in us to love 
others, 

• His love is made complete among us

• SO THAT 

we will have confidence on the day of judgment

Because

In this world, WE are LIKE HIM.

We live loving those around us just as Jesus did. 



How can you draw it?

• These concepts of love are not the easiest

• God is love

• This is love – that He loved us and sent His Son to 
be the Savior of the world

• Anyone who acknowledges Jesus, God lives in 
him and he in God

• Since God loves us, we ought to love one another

• Another way to help yourself apply these ideas is 
to try to draw them. 



The reasons Jesus came in 1 John

• The reason the Son of God appeared was
– To destroy the devil’s work. (3:8)

• God sent His Son
– As an atoning sacrifice for our sins. (4:10)
– So that He might take away our sins (3:4)

• He sent His one and only Son into the world
– That we might live through Him (4:9)

• The Son of God has come and has given us 
understanding
– So that we may know Him who is true. And we are in Him 

who is true. (5:20)



Our testimony shows if God is in us

• We don’t have to wonder if God is in us, John tells us 
that we KNOW
– We KNOW because He has given us His Spirit     

– And by His Spirit we testify that the Father has sent His 
Son Jesus to be the Savior of the world. 

– IF anyone acknowledges …

God lives in Him and He in God
– And so we KNOW and rely on the love God has GIVEN us. 

– Take time to examine your life. What are you relying on?

– Spend time in prayer, worship, the word 

– Let His truth and His Holy Spirit soak into your life


