
 
 
Joan Bolender grew up in a Christian home and accepted Jesus into her heart as a small child. 
She loves to study the Bible with other women and is often amazed to see how God speaks to 
women in a group setting and to see how they learn from each other. She has led a number of 
women’s studies. She was an intensive care nurse for 20 years and then taught nursing for 20 
years. Joan and her husband are blessed with 5 married children and 13 grandchildren and one 
of her favorite pastimes is spending time with them! She is excited about studying 1 John with 
other women! 
 
Ruth Melius has had an exciting year in the Lord’s service and God has used her to sow many 

seeds. Card Ministry: Praying then sending birthday and anniversary cards.  Ruby’s Pantry: 

partnering with her husband to lead Registration. Prayer Room: a blessing to pray during the 

service and throughout the week. Women to Women Bible Study: teaching from 1 & 2 

Thessalonians last fall. Mom’s Group: mentoring and sharing from “Parenting: 14 Gospel 

Principles.” Catalyst Group: hosting a group in their home for fellowship and the study of 

God’s word. Girls Night Out: joined the ladies in fellowship, laughter and a spiritual challenge. 

Meal Ministry: in time of need preparing and delivering a meal. The mission of Community 

Church: Love Jesus, Love Others and Serve. It is a sweet privilege in serving Jesus. 

Amanda Kelley always thought she’d be a city girl while growing up in Milwaukee, but got the 
rural itch after going to college in the U.P. where she met her husband, Tim. They live in 
Slinger, where she can be a want-to-be homesteader with their children, Liam (7), Tessa (4), dog, 
fish, and chickens.  She had worked in foodservice and nutrition for many years and decided it 
was a great time to go back to nursing school when her kids were infants and is now a proud 
certified wound and ostomy nurse.  She was blessed to grow up in a Christian home and prays 
she can give her children the same opportunities to see God’s love as she did. Amanda has been 
involved in several of the Mom’s studies, a facilitator at last year's Fall Women’s Study and a 
Catalyst Group Leader this spring. Amanda lives her life with the idea that life is an adventure 
and consistently practices letting God lead the way.  



 
Maureen Furno has been challenged this year with opportunities to serve the Lord as a 
facilitator for the Mom’s Study and as a member of the Global Advance Team serving 
International Workers.  It has been her honor and privilege to be part of the support team for 
the Strand family as they relocated to Bosnia.  She is eager to pass on to the next generation:   

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give 
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in 
vain. 1Corinthians 15:58. On a personal level, she wrote a book with her sisters “Pinned, Cut 
and Sewn Together.”  The book provides snapshots into their lives growing up as “baby 
boomers.”   She is blessed to study 1st John with the ladies from Community Church. 
 
Eileen Voigt is grateful for God's love and calling on her life. A 20 year Community Church 
member, her passion is reaching all the peoples of the world with the message of salvation. She 
also loves studying God's word and is excited to help teach 1 John. She and her husband are 
adjusting to an almost empty nest with three adult children and one senior in high school.  
 
 
Jenny Baker is a full-time stay at home mom and former interior designer, which still colors her 

thoughts and ideas even though it is not her career anymore.  She has 4 children aged 20, 18, 8 

and 4 and loves being a wife and mom above all her other roles.  She coordinates the Mom’s 

Study at Community Church as well as the Embrace Grace group because she loves to point 

moms to Jesus as their source of strength and peace, helping them to remember He is truly our 

ALL in ALL.  This is the second year that Jenny has participated in the Fall Women’s Bible 

Study and LOVES studying God’s Word and ALL that He reveals – sometimes it’s so difficult to 

pick just a few topics to talk about . . . He reveals so much about Himself in His Word! 

 
 
 

 
 


