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 Humanity again divided into just two groups (those saved and those judged) 
 As in Chapter 15, the focus of this chapter is on God’s judgement 
 In both chapters 15 and 16 we must not miss seeing the holiness of God that is on display 
 These themes are expanded upon in the next two chapters (17-18) 

 
 

Revelation 16 
 
Review:  

 Revelation is a letter to the seven churches and to us. It’s meant to be read by all believers, of 
every generation – and understood by believers of every generation, until we are gathered up to 
heaven 

 Jesus is the central subject of the Bible, each book of the Bible, and he is the focus of Revelation. 

 Revelation is a gift to us (1) so that we would know Christ, (2) so that we would know ourselves, 
(3) so that we would be saved – changed!, (4) so that we will respond in praise and worship to 
God, and (5) so that we would be encouraged and strengthened in our sanctification and walk – 
“blessed”.  

 
Overview: The judgements prepared for in chapter 15 are now executed in chapter 16. The first four 
bowl judgements focus on nature. The last three are against the beast and his kingdom. While some see 
some of these judgements as occurring during a period from Christ’s resurrection until the end of 
history, others see all of these judgements are reserved for the end of the end of history as it draws to a 
close. If there are believers on the earth at this time, they appear to be spared from some of these 
plagues, turmoil, and judgement. 
 
There are at least three main truths expressed throughout this chapter: 

1. The judgements themselves 16:1-4, 8-21 
2. The suitability of the judgements 16:5-7 
3. The consistent and thorough rejection of God – even in the face of horrific and excruciating 

judgement, and pain 
 
(Richard Phillips) There are four aspects of God’s wrath mentioned in chapter 16: 

1. The holiness of his wrath 
2. The vengeance of his wrath 
3. The justice of his wrath 
4. The benefits of his wrath 

 
Verse 1: The voice is loud and very clear; it’s God’s voice: The seven bowls of judgement are to be 
poured out onto the earth. God is in his temple and sends the punishment, through the angels, to the 
earth and it’s inhabitants.  

 There is nothing in this text to say that these judgements are coming one after the 
other, rather, it is entirely possible – perhaps even probable – that they all come at 
once! 



 GOD IS HOLY – and he’s speaking from his most holy place 
o He’s in a perfect, holy, and beautify place – yet it is his beauty that generates 

the wrath and violence that overcomes and judges man’s sin 
o We must emphasize God’s holiness over any “right” we have to be saved. 

 Characteristics of God’s holy anger 
o God is not angry at man as man – but rather as man as sinner 
o God’s anger is not like our anger 
o God’s anger is always under control, always pure, and always perfect 

 A.W. Tozer: “The holiness of God, the wrath of God, and the health of the creation are 
inseparably united. God’s wrath is His utter intolerance of whatever degrades and 
destroys. He hates iniquity as a mother hates the polio that takes the life of her child.” 

 Stephen Charnock: “A love of holiness cannot be without a hatred of everything that is 
contrary to it. As God necessarily loves himself, so he must necessarily hate everything 
that is against himself: and as he loves himself for his own excellency and holiness, he 
must necessarily detest whatsoever is repugnant to his holiness because of the evil of 
it.” 

 GOD IS VENGEFUL: God avenges his people and exacts vengeance on those that 
persecute the ones that he loves 

 GOD IS JUST: His judgements are proper and in proportion to the ugliness of man’s sin 

 GODS WRATH BENEFITS US because it upholds God’s justice in the world.  
 
Verse 2: The first bowl: Sores on those who worship the beast 

 The bowl is poured out on the earth/land  

 This may not be literally sores, but is a form of misery and agony for those who have 
rejected Christ and who worship the beast 

Verse 3: The second bowl: The Seas turn to blood and everything in them die 

 Every single creature in the sea dies 
Verse 4: The third bowl: Rivers and springs turn to blood 

 Affects inland waters and water under the earth - wells 

 Surely many will die from the infected water 

 Water is the source of life, and God is eliminating this source 
Verses 5-7: The suitability of the judgements 

 Verse 5: An angel affirms and reminds us that the judgements are from God, and that 
they are true and just 

 Verse 6: Gives the reason why the judgements are right 

 Verse 7: An affirmation comes from the altar 
Verses 8-9: The fourth bowl: People scorched by the sun with fire 

 Figuratively: Intense pain and anguish coming from outside of the earth 

 The people cannot protect themselves 

 God is responsible (has power over) for these plagues 

 The unbelievers remain resolute in their rejection of God 
Verses 10-11: The fifth bowl: The earth is plunged into darkness 

 Darkness covers the earth  

 This judgment is poured out directly on the beast’s throne 

 Even though darkness is the expressed form of this plague, people “gnaw their tongues 
in anguish”. 

 These know that God is responsible for this plague and curse him for them 



 Again, this plague does not cause them to repent. 
 

The fourth and fifth judgements seem to be more general in nature and may be designed to intensify 
the pain and suffering given in the first three plagues/judgements. Rather than shaking people out of 
their stupor, they instead are enraged at God all the more.They curse, blaspheme, and claim that God 
and his judgements are unjust. They do not repent and are IRRATIONAL! Sin is always irrational! 
 
Verse 12: The sixth bowl: Preparation for the Battle of Armageddon 

 This judgement is poured out on the “River Euphrates” – the way of destruction is being 
prepared 

 The river is “dried up” so that kings (conquerors) can come 

 Surely this is symbolic, and tells of the impending judgement on the wicked 
Verse 13: The unholy trinity and the three evil spirits 

 The dragon, the 1st beast, and “the false prophet” (who is the 2nd beast) 

 Evil comes from their mouths/speech 

 “Frogs” come out – words that defile and destroy 
Verse 14: The demonic spirits 

 They perform signs 

 They don’t directly affect people, but inspire them to wholeheartedly join, organize and 
unite the kings (nations) of the world for battle in opposition to God 

 Those going to war are (apparently) deceived and think they can win. They’re INSANE 
Verse 15: Jesus speaks 

 Jesus announces that he coming and connects these verses to the rest of the N.T.  

 Jesus announces a blessing for those that stay awake and “keep their garments on” 

 Those who are not morally alert and who live righteous lives do not get this blessing, but 
are, instead, cursed 

 We are to be prepared, awake, and ready for the return of Christ. We will not be saved 
by the government or other groups of lost men. Rather, we’ll be saved by Jesus 
redeeming us as a people for himself. No other way. 

 We should be careful to look to our brothers and sisters in Christ – rather than to lost 
souls who follow after and worship Satan. 

 We must be sure to have on the “garments” of Jesus – and not be naked and exposed to 
God without his covering 

 This is an encouragement and a reminder for the church that it must not join forces with 
the wicked or it will suffer the same fate 

Verse 16: Armageddon 

 The kings and demon-inspired warriors assemble for a final war against King Jesus 

 There is a historical aspect to the location: Mount Megiddo (in Hebrew) is not a 
mountain, but a plain. John may be making a symbolic point rather than a literal one. 
This is a place in Israel where many battles took place. 

Verse 17: The seventh bowl: The end of history 

 The bowl is thrown into the air 

 The declaration “It is done.” All has been accomplished 
Verse 18: The earth responds 

 A massive, global thunderstorm erupts 

 A global earthquake (the largest ever) affects the earth 



 Thunder, lightning, earthquake all symbolize the end as well as God’s power, might, and 
terror. The earth is breaking up. 

 He is coming, and the whole earth shakes in preparation 
Verse 19: The fall of the cities 

 The “great city” refers to “the city of man” – Babylon. Also known as the great enemy of 
the people of God 

 The city is split. Irrevocably and completely destroyed. 

 The plural “cities” is noted. This reinforces the idea that the city of Babylon refers to all 
unholy cities. All of the cities of man are “Babylon” 

 God makes the cities drink the cup of his wrath. 

 This will be the end of the societies and governments of the world 
Verse 20: World geography changes 

 The islands and mountains are erased 

 The whole earth is changed and revised 

 Natural disasters abound 

 Surely this is the end of the world, as we know it 
Verse 21: Hailstones fall on the lost 

 The world is imploding 

 Has their still been a chance for mercy? Repentance? 
o God is amazingly long-suffering 

 People still curse God even as they suffer and face earthly death 

 They are INSANE 

 But Christ’s return brings an end to sin as well as an end to the opportunity for the lost 
to be saved. 

 
Response: These terrible judgements come mainly upon the lost. In affirmation of God’s righteousness, 
John reaffirms that his judgements also are right and just. People are judged based on what they 
deserve; when they see the judgements of God they should be reminded of their sin and repent. 
Instead, they fight against God and constantly curse and reject him – continuing to align themselves with 
Satan in obedience and worship. Even though the judgement of God are severe, man – even with his last 
breaths – fights God, confirming that he deserves all of the punishment he receives. Experiencing these 
judgements of God should soften the hearts of man, but instead they harden them. In response, they 
curse God both in this life and for eternity in the next life. 
 


