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1 THESSALONIANS 4:1-2
URGING MORE LOVE FOR EACH 

OTHER

• Begins with “As for other matters”
“How we thank God for you! Because of you we have great 

joy as we enter God’s  presence. Night and day we pray 

earnestly for you,  asking God to let us see you again to fill the 

gaps in your faith.” 1 Thess. 3:9-10 (NLT) 

• Greeting: “Brothers” and “Sisters” 

• Greek: (adelphoi) 

• Hebrews 2:11 ”Both the one who makes people holy and 

those who are made holy are of the same family. So 

Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters.”



• Why did Paul instruct the Thessalonians how to live?

In order to _________ ___________ (vs. 1)

• Who do I live to please?

• Col. 1:10 “And we pray this in order that you may live 

a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in 

every way: bearing fruit in every good 

work, growing in the knowledge of God.”

1 Thessalonians 4:1-2

Urging more love for each other



1 Thessalonians 4:1-2

Urging more love for each other

•What “other matters” did Paul have on his mind?

•“We ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this 

_________ and _________.” (vs. 1)

• Vs 10: “And in fact, you do love all of God’s family 

throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers and 

sisters, to do so more and more.” 



1 THESSALONIANS 4: 3-12
SANCTIFICATION

• What is it?

• Being made ________ (Greek hagiazo)

• John 17:16-19 “ They do not belong to this world any more 

than I do. Make them holy [sanctify NIV] by your truth; 

teach them your word, which is truth. Just as you sent me 

into the world, I am sending them into the world. And I give 

myself as a holy sacrifice for them so they can be made 

holy by your truth.” (NLT)



1 Thessalonians 4: 3-12

Sanctification – Three Stages

1. Happened at the cross (Heb. 10:10) [Justification]

“…we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the 

body of Jesus Christ once for all.”

2. Ongoing process (2 Cor. 3:18) [Sanctification]
“ And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s 

glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-

increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the 

Spirit.”

3. Completed when Christ returns (Eph. 5:27) [Glorification]
“and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain 

or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.

(also see 2 Peter 1:4-8)



1 Thessalonians 4: 3-8

Sexual Purity

• What area of sanctification did Paul focus on in this letter?

• Instructions for sexual purity (vs 4-6a)

• Learn to control your own body in a way that is honorable

• Don’t take advantage of a brother or sister (incest)

• What were the reasons Paul gave for staying sexually pure? (vs 6b-8)

[Discussion question]



1 Thessalonians 4: 9-12

Other Matters

(In addition to loving each other more and more)

• Lead a quiet life:

• Mind your own business

• Work with your hands



1 THESSALONIANS 4:13-18
CHRIST’S RETURN

• Why did Paul write this message?

• Where does Paul’s authority to give them information 

and instructions come from?
”I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the 

gospel I preached is not of human origin. I did not 

receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I 

received it by revelation from Jesus Christ. “ (Galatians 

1:11-12)



1 Thessalonians 4:16-17

Christ’s return

• What are the basics of the message?

• Jesus is coming again for His church

• The dead in Christ (those described as sleeping) will rise 

first

• Then those who are alive (believers) will be caught up 

together             with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 

in the air



1 Thessalonians 4:16

Christ’s return

• Accompanied by three sounds

• Command of the Lord

• Voice of the archangel

• Trumpet call of God

[Note from Pastor Adam:  “As we study Revelation, the voice of 

Christ is referred to as sounding like a trumpet (see Rev. 1:10) 

and the 7th trumpet heralds that the world has united with 

heaven and Christ reigns over all.        So the trumpet in 1 Thess. is 

likely the 7th trumpet and, I would argue, the very voice of 

Christ.”]



1 THESSALONIANS 4:13-18
CHRIST’S RETURN

• Often referred to as “the rapture”

• Differing views on timing

• Pre-tribulationalists

• Mid-tribulationalists

• Post-tribulationalists

• What is the most important fact?

• What is the primary purpose of the passage?



1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Christ’s Return - References

1 Corinthians 15:51-53 ”Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all 

sleep, but we will all be changed— in a flash, in the twinkling of 

an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the 

dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For 

the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the 

mortal with immortality.”

John 14:1-3 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in 

God; believe also in me. My Father’s house has many rooms; if 

that were not so, would I have told you that I am going 

there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a 

place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me 

that you also may be where I am.



Discussion Groups



1 THESSALONIANS 5:1-11
THE DAY OF THE LORD

• What is it?

Time of judgment and destruction (verse 3)

“…that period of time when the Lord openly intervenes 

in the affairs of men, when man’s day has closed…It will 

cover the time of the coming tribulation (Rev. 6-19) and 

the reign of Christ on David’s throne (Rev. 20). It will be 

brought to an end by the judgment of the great white 

throne 

(Rev. 20:11-15) and the ushering in of the new heavens 

and 

earth, called ‘the day of God’ (2 Peter 3:10-13). “ (NIV, 

1984, p. 904)



• Psalm 2:9 “You will break them with a rod of iron;  you will 

dash    

them to pieces like pottery.”

• Joel 1:15 ”Alas for that day! For the day of the Lord is near: it 

will  

come like destruction from the Almighty.”

• Isaiah 2:10-21, Joel 2:10-11, 3:14-16,  Amos 5:18-20, 

Zephaniah 1:14-18, Peter 3:10, Revelation 19:17-21

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

What is the Day of the Lord?  

References



1 THESSALONIANS 5:1-3
THE DAY OF THE LORD

• When is the Day of the Lord?

• Comes as a thief in the night
Matthew 24:42-43  “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know 

on what day your Lord will come. But understand this: If the owner of 

the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he 

would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken 

into.” 

• When people are saying, “Peace and safety”

• As suddenly as labor pains for a pregnant woman

Terror will seize them, pain and anguish will grip them, they will writhe 

like a woman in labor. . . .See, the day of the Lord is coming.” 

(Isaiah. 13:8)



1 THESSALONIANS 5:4-5
THE DAY OF THE LORD

• “But” (vs. 4) – another transition word

• In other words, ‘Even though the Day of the Lord will 

come as a  thief in the night, take comfort in these words…’

• Believers in Thessalonica will not be surprised

• They are “children of light” and “children of day”

• Colossians 1:13 “For he has rescued us from the 

dominion of darkness and brought us into the 

kingdom of the Son he loves”



• “So then,” (vs. 6)  - “therefore”

• Instructions 

• Be awake, be sober!

• Put on the breastplate of faith and love

and the hope of salvation as a helmet

“We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our 

prayers. We continually remember before our God and Father 

your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and 

your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 

Thess1:3

1 Thessalonians 5:6-11

More Instructions for Holy Living



• What matters? 

“For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to 

receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

(vs 9)
“He died for us so that, whether we are awake or 

asleep, we may live together with him.” (vs 10)

• What were the Thessalonians to do with this 

information? 

1.

2. 

Thessalonians 5:4-11

Instructions for Holy Living



1 THESSALONIANS 5:12-13
FINAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR HOLY LIVING

• Acknowledge/respect church 

leaders; hold them in the highest 

regard in love because of their 

work 

• Live in peace with each other



1 Thessalonians 5:14

Final Instructions for Holy Living

• Warn the idle and disruptive

• Encourage the disheartened

• Help the weak

• Be patient with everyone



Thessalonians 5:15-18

Final Instructions for Holy Living

• Do not take revenge

• Be kind to everyone

• Rejoice always

• Pray without ceasing

• Give thanks in all circumstances



1Thessalonians 5:19-22

Final Instructions for Holy Living

• Do not quench the Spirit

• Respect prophecies - test them all; 

Hold on to what is good;

Reject every kind of evil



1 THESSALONIANS 5:23-28
CLOSING BENEDICTION

• Paul repeats his desire they be sanctified

Vs. 23 “May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you 

through and through.”

• Desires their whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless

• “Soul” and “spirit” are sometimes used interchangeably

“Therefore I will not keep silent, I will speak out in the 

anguish of my spirit, I will complain in the bitterness of 

my soul. “ (Job 7:11)

•  A distinction is observed in some passages

• ”For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any 

double- edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing 

soul and spirit, joints and marrow (Heb. 4:12)



1 Thessalonians 5:23-28

Closing Benediction

• A final mention of the coming of Jesus

• Reminder of God’s faithfulness

• Asks for prayer 

• Encourages them to

• Greet all God’s people with a holy kiss 

• Have this letter read to all the brothers and sisters



Discussion Groups



"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 

profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 

instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be 

complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 

Tim. 3:16-17)

“May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you 

through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and 

body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. The one who calls you is faithful and He will do it.” 

(1 Thess. 5:23-24)

Wrap-up


