
Welcome!
Women to Women Bible Study   

Community Church

Vantage Point

“An especially high place, that provides a good, clear view”

1 John

Today: Background and 
Introduction - A Clear View of Who Jesus Is

1 John 1:1-4



1 John

What was it?
Who wrote it?
When was it written?
Where was it written?
To whom was it written?
Why was it written?



What was it?
General epistle

Who wrote it?
Apostle John



Style of 1 John and Gospel of John similar

1 John Gospel of John

1:1 That which was from the 
beginning, which we have heard, 
which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked at and 
our hands have touched

1:1 In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.
1:14 The Word became flesh and 
made his dwelling among us.



Similar Phrases 
and Expressions 

1 John
1. 1:1
2. 1:4
3. 1:6-7
4. 2:7
5. 3:8
6. 3:14
7. 4:6
8. 4:9
9. 5:9
10. 5:12

John
1. 1:1,14
2. 16:24
3. 3:19-21
4. 13:34-35
5. 8:44
6. 5:24
7. 8:47
8. 1:14,18; 3:16
9. 5:32,37
10. 3:36



Other Internal Evidence

Identical contrasting figures
Eyewitness testimony
Authoritative manner
John’s advanced age
Descriptions used by John
Close relationship with the Lord



When was it written?
A. D. 85-95

John wrote 5 New Testament books
Gospel of John
First John, Second John, and Third John
Revelation



Where was it written? Ephesus



Who Was it Written To?

Believers in Asia Minor

“See what great love the Father has 
lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God! 1 John 3:1a



Why Did John Write 1 John?

Although elderly, John still ministering 

Gnosticism creeping into the church
Central teaching: spirit is good and matter is evil

• Salvation is the escape from the body 
Greek: gnosis ‘knowledge’

• Christ’s true humanity denied in 2 ways
• Docetism: Christ only seemed to have a body
• Cerinthianism: divine Christ joined the man Jesus at    
baptism and left him before his death 



Other Reasons

1. John 1:3b “so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ”  

2. 1 John 1:4 “…that your joy may be full

3.  1 John 2:1 ” …that you may not sin”

4.  1 John 5:13 “…that you may know that you have eternal life”

5. 1 John 5:13 “…that you may continue to believe in the name 
of the Son of God”      



Tests for Believers:
How do you know your faith is genuine? 

1. Moral test – Are you obeying God’s commandments? 
”Whoever says, ‘I know him,’ but does not do what he commands is a 
liar….” 2:4

2. Doctrinal: Do you believe that Jesus is the Son of God? 
” Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that 
Jesus is the Son of God.” 5:5



Tests for Believers:
How do you know your faith is genuine? 

3. Social test – Do you love one another? 
”Whoever claims to love God yet hates his brother or sister is a liar. For 

whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have 
seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen.” 4:20 



Who Was John?

• One of Jesus’ close inner circle of 3 disciples – Peter, James, 
and John

• **Follower of Jesus
• One of leaders of the early Christian church
• Supervised spread of gospel after fleeing Jerusalem 
• Exiled to island of Patmos



John -
A Follower of Jesus

Matthew 4:21-22
Matthew 26:36-37
John 18:15-16
John 19:25-27
John 20:1-4
John 21:1-7
John 21:15-20



What is the Theme of 1 John? 

• Living in fellowship with God, who is light and love (Swindoll)

• Christians have fellowship with Christ who is God incarnate, 
through whom they are able to walk in the light, live in love, and 
be sure of the eternal life Christ gives them (Holman)

• The Life that is real (Wiersbe)



Additional Themes

• To bring us into relationship with God (Guzik)

• To lead those who already believe to a deeper 
understanding of the faith and to confidence in that which 
they already possess 
(O Donnell)

• A recall to the fundamentals of the faith (MacArthur)





A Clear View of Who Jesus Is

A Clear View of the Light

A Clear View of Sin

A Clear View of Truth

A Clear View of Knowledge

A Clear View of Confidence

A Clear View of Hope

A Clear View of Discernment

A Clear View of Christ

A Clear View of Faith

A Clear View of God

Vantage Point – “An especially high place, 

that provides a good, clear view”



Discussion Time



Introduction/Prologue to 1 John

‘A Clear View of Who Jesus Is’

1 John 1:1-4



Verse 1.

Who is “That”?

What does “That which was from the beginning” refer to?
1. Beginning of the Gospel
2. Eternal Nature of Jesus

John 1:1-3 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God; all 
things were made through Him, and without Him was not anything 
made that was made.” 



‘Heard’ in Greek: Akouo
To hear with understanding

‘Seen with our eyes’
Past completed action with abiding results
Image of Jesus had been “burned” on their mind’s eye

‘Looked at’ in Greek: Theaomai:
Careful and deliberate vision 
“And the word became flesh, and dwelt among us and we saw His 
glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace 
and truth.” John 1:14



John and other apostles had touched Jesus
“He [John] was the one who had leaned back against Jesus at the 
supper to ask, "Lord, who is going to betray You?" John 13:23

“See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself; touch me and see, 
for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 
Luke 24:39



“Jesus – The Word of Life”
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.” John 1:1-2

Greek for “Word”:  logos
For the Jew – God was the Word
For the Greek – basis for organization and intelligence in the 
universe



“The life was manifested” (NKJV)

“Testify” – a legal term

“Proclaim” – to report/announce as a messenger
”How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? 
And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? 
And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?” 
Rom. 10:14

“With the Father”
Eternal relationship
Distinct from the Father



What is fellowship?

Common: 
friendly association, especially with people who share one's interests

Greek for ‘fellowship’: koinonia
‘communion’ 

‘fellowship’ 
‘sharing in common’ 
‘partake’ 



Who is fellowship with?
1. God  the Father

“You shall make Me a sanctuary so that I may dwell among them.”                           
Ex. 25:8

2. God the Son
“God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord”. 1 Cor. 1:9

3. God the Holy Spirit
“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”  2 Cor. 13:14

4. Believers



What did fellowship look like in the early church?
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 

koinonia (fellowship or sharing), to the breaking of bread 
and to prayer. Acts 2:42 

“All the believers were together and had everything in 
common. 
They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had 
need.” Acts 2:44-45



What does fellowship look like for believers today?
Relationship with one another because of our relationship with Christ

Sharing needs 
Prayer 
Discussing and sharing the Word 
Encourage 
Comfort 
Edify one another



Verse 4 

Another purpose for writing: “to make our/your 
joy complete”

Two interpretations
1. Happiness (a sense of optimism and cheerfulness based on 
circumstances) 

“I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children 
walking in the truth.” Jn. 3:4



Verse 4 

2. Biblical joy (attitude of the heart)
John Piper: “Christian joy is a good feeling in the soul, 
produced by the Holy spirit, as He causes us to see the beauty of 
Christ in the Word and in the world.”

Jesus: “I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that 
your joy may be complete/full.” Jn 15:11



Characteristics of Biblical joy

1. Theme in Scriptures
David wrote “In your presence is fullness of joy.” Ps 16:11

Nehemiah: “The joy of the Lord is my strength.” Neh. 8:10

Peter:  “Though you have not seen him [Jesus], you love him; and 
even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are 
filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy.” 1 Peter 1:8

Paul: Philippians 2:1-2
“…make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same 
love, being one in spirit and of one mind. “



2. It is Christ’s joy
Jesus said: “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may 
remain in you, and that your joy may be full.” Jn. 15:11 

3. It is a joy that remains
“Rejoice always…for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 
1 Thess. 5:16 



4. Biblical joy needs looking after
Jesus was called “a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief ” Is. 53:3 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”  Matt 5:4

”Rejoice in the Lord always! I will say it again, Rejoice!” Phil. 4:4 



How do we get fullness of joy?

1. Result of fellowship
“That which we have seen and heard we declare unto you that you 
also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the 
Father, and with His Son, Jesus Christ. And these things we write to you 
that your joy may be full.” Jn. 1:3-4 



How do we get fullness of joy?

2. Comes from the Holy Spirit
Lk 10:21 “At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said 
“I praise you Father….”

Gal 5:22 “But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness.” (NLT)



Discussion Time



Wrap-up

Purpose for John’s letter: 
“so that you too may have fellowship with us, and indeed our 
fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.” (vs. 3)

And, “we write this to make our/your joy complete” (vs. 4)

Application
We all go through ups and downs 
God calls us to remain Him, to be in fellowship (relationship) with Him 
and with His Son, and with each other 



“I have told you this so that my joy may be in you 
and that your joy may be full.” Jn 15:11

“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up,” 1 Thess. 5:11 


