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Welcome to our study of 1 John. We invite you to join 

us in looking at this portion of God's word and learning what 

John wrote for the early church and for us. We have the scripture 

and questions here; you will need a notebook for your answers.  

During the study, we suggest you read the whole book through 

as many times as you can to keep his whole message in mind. For 

each week, you can read the printed verses and then answer the 

questions for that section. The "Digging Deeper" references are 

there if you want to see what other parts of the Bible say also.   

Here are a few highlights you may look for in addition to the 

questions for each section. These show you some concepts that go 

throughout the book.  

1. As you read, John tells us his purpose by the phrase "I am 

writing". Underline this and have a page that lists why he is 

writing. (1:4, 2:1, 2:7, 2:12, 2:13, 2:14, 2:21, 2:26, 5:13.) 

2. John wants his readers to not be deceived but to know the truth. 

On another page or two, make a chart. On one side write "What I 

Can Know" and "How I Can Know It". As you read each chapter, 

add to your list.  

3. Here are key words for the book. You may want to color code 

them or make special note of them: Love, Know, Sin, Abide or 

Live, Truth/true, Write, Light, Fellowship.  

4. John tells us several times during the book why Jesus came. List 

those also as you study chapters 3, 4, and 5.  (1 John 3:8, 4:9, 4:10, 

5:20).  

~Let us get started as we look clearly into the Word of God~ 

 

The definitions on the next page refer to concepts we study in 1 John. 
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GNOSTICISM 
One of the most dangerous heresies of the first two centuries of 
the church was Gnosticism. Its central teaching was that spirit is 
entirely good and matter is entirely evil. From this unbiblical 
dualism flowed five important errors: 

1.     The human body, which is matter, is therefore evil. It is to 
be contrasted with God, who is wholly spirit and therefore 
good. 

2.     Salvation is the escape from the body, achieved not by 
faith in Christ but by special knowledge (the Greek word for 
“knowledge” is gnosis, hence Gnosticism). 

3.     Christ’s true humanity was denied in two ways: (1) Some 
said that Christ only seemed to have a body, a view called 
Docetism, from the Greek dokeo (“to seem”), and (2) others 
said that the divine Christ joined the man Jesus at baptism 
and left him before he died, a view called Cerinthianism, after 
its most prominent spokesman, Cerinthus. This view is the 
background of much of 1 John (see 1:1; 2:22; 4:2-3).  

4.     Since the body was considered evil, it was to be treated 
harshly. This ascetic form [practicing severe self-discipline] of 
Gnosticism is the background of part of the letter to the 
Colossians (see 1:1; 2:22; 4:2-3).  

5.     Paradoxically, this dualism also led to licentiousness 
[immorality]. The reasoning was that, since matter—and not 
the breaking of God’s law (1 John 3:4)—was considered evil, 
breaking his law was of no moral consequence. 

The Gnosticism addressed in the NT was an early form of the 
heresy, not the intricately developed system of the second and 
third centuries. In addition to that seen in Colossians and in John’s 
letters, acquaintance with early Gnosticism is reflected in 1, 2 
Timothy, Titus, and 2 Peter. https://www.biblica.com/resources 

https://www.biblica.com/resources
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Saturday October 12, 2019 

Lesson 1 

Introduction 
 

I John 1:1-4 

1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, 

which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and 

our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word 

of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we 

proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and 

has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and 

heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our 

fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We 

write this to make our joy complete. 

QUESTIONS: 

Background of 1 John 

1. John was elderly when he wrote the epistle of 1 John and 
his mature faith is evident. What does the Bible say about 
the wisdom of the elderly? (Digging deeper: Deuteronomy 
32:7, 1 Kings 12:6, Proverbs 19:20, Psalm 71:18, 2 Timothy 
1:5) 

 

Can you think of any wisdom or insight your granddad or 

grandmother gave you? 

 

2. One of the purposes of John’s letter was to refute 
Gnosticism. It asserted that salvation came through secret 
knowledge and denied that Christ came in the flesh. How 



6 
 

would you respond to someone who asserted this belief? 
(Digging deeper: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31, Colossians 2:8, 1 
Timothy 6:20-21, 1 John 4:2) 

 

3. Do you think there are still people today who want to 
make Christianity a thing of hidden or secret knowledge? 
(Digging deeper: Acts 20:28-30, 1 Timothy 4:1, 2 Timothy 
4:3-4) 

 

4. What were John’s purposes in writing this letter according 
to the following verses? 

a. 1 John 1:4 
b. 1 John 2:1 
c. 1 John 2:26 
d. 1 John 5:13 

 
How are these purposes connected? 

 

5. Personal reflection: How difficult is it to “set the record 
straight” when someone is asserting a false belief about 
Jesus and/or God’s Word? How hard is it for me 
personally to speak up about the truth? What are ways I 
can show more zeal in standing up for the truth? 

 

A Clear View of Who Jesus Is 1 John 1:1-4 

1. What is John referring to when he said, “That which was 
from the beginning” (1 John 1:1)? (Digging deeper: 
Genesis 1:1, Habakkuk 1:12a, John 1:1, 1 John 2:13, 
Revelation 22:13) 

 

2. In 1 John: 1-3, how many times and ways does John refer 
to Jesus coming in the flesh? 
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How do these statements refute Gnosticism? 
 

3. John stated Jesus came so believers may have fellowship 
with each other and with the Father and His Son Jesus (1 
John 1:3). How would you describe fellowship with other 
believers? (Digging deeper: Acts 2:42, 2 Corinthians 9:13, 2 
Corinthians 13:14, Ephesians 3:17-19, Col 3:12-15)  

 

How would you describe fellowship with God and His 
Son? (1 John 1:3) (Digging deeper: Genesis 5:22-24, 
Genesis 6:9, 1 Corinthians 1:9, 2 Peter 1:4, 1 John  2:24) 

 

4. John added that he was writing so that Christians may 
have fellowship with each other and with the Father and 
the Son resulting in the fullness of joy (1 John 1:4). How 
would you describe the “fullness of joy”? (Digging 

deeper: Ps 16:11, John 15:11, 2 Corinthians 6:10, Ephesians 
5:18-19, Philippians 3:8, Revelation 21:4)  
 
How can we attain the fullness of joy? (Digging deeper: 
John 6:35) 
 

5. Personal reflection: Am I joyful today? What are ways I 
may become more joyful in the Lord? 
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Saturday October 19, 2019 

Lesson 2 
 

I John 1:5 – 2:2 

5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: 

God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have 

fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do 

not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 

light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 

Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all[a] sin. 

8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth 

is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will 

forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we 

claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his 

word is not in us. 

2 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But 

if anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus 

Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, 

and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 

QUESTIONS:  

A clear view of the Light 1 John 1:1-8 

1. What Message does John declare in 1 John 1:5? This is 
essential to understanding John’s letter. List the  
characteristics of light: (Digging deeper: John 1:4, 1:7-9, 
3:19, 8:12, 9:5,12: 35-36, 12:46, 1 John 2:8, 2 Corinthians 4:6, 
Matthew 17:2, Acts 22:9) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+1%3A+5+-+2%3A2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30548a
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2. What happens to our fellowship with God when we walk 
in darkness? (1 John 1:6) Give ways we walk in darkness: 
(Digging deeper: Are there warning signs when we begin 
to walk in darkness/sin?   Genesis 41:28-32 Pharaoh, 
Genesis 19:12-13 Lot, Acts 223:16-21 Paul) 
 

3. In 1 John 1:7, how does walking in the light make us 
have fellowship with other believers? Let’s discuss 
fellowship: (Digging deeper:  Proverbs 6:23, Psalm 
119:105 and 130, Psalm 104:2, Habakkuk 3:4, Psalm 
27:1, Job 22:28, Genesis 1:3-5 and 14-19) 
 
Thought to ponder: is it possible to be walking in the 
Light and confession of sin without spending much time 
with God? 
 

4. John shares his desire for us to have a deeper fellowship 
with God and with other believers. Describe a time when 
you experienced this fellowship with God or another 

believer.  
 

5. Are you surprised when you sin? What are some 
implication of not recognizing our sin? (Digging deeper: 
Proverbs 28:13) 

 

A clear view of Sin 1 John 1:9-2:2 

1. Does Sin separate us from God? (1 John 1:10) (Digging 

deeper: Isaiah 59:2, Romans 3:23, 5:12, 6:23, 2Corinthians 
5:21) Why does God hate sin?   
 

2. (1 John 1:9) Talking about confessing sin right away and 
why God desires this. What are advantages of confession 
of sin sooner than later? 
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3.  (1 John 1:10) Why is John concerned that we will not sin? 
(Digging deeper: Psalm 89, Hebrews 10:23, Jeremiah 31:34, 
Romans 3:25-26) 

 
4. (1 John 2:1-2) Advocate, Comforter, Intercessor, why is 

Jesus able to speak on our behalf to the Father? (Digging 

deeper: Leviticus 4:13-21, 16:1-22, Hebrews 9:24-28, John 
13:1, 17:9) 

 
5. What increases our fellowship with God? What decreases our 

fellowship with God? Count the number of times love is 

mentioned in 1 John. (You may receive a prize for the 
correct answer. Drawing: Prior to the start of the teaching 
today, place your answer in the glass jar in the Foyer.) 
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Saturday October 26, 2019 

Lesson 3 
I John 2:3-2:27 

3 We know that we have come to know him if we keep his 

commands. 4 Whoever says, “I know him,” but does not do what 

he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in that person. 5 But if 

anyone obeys his word, love for God[a] is truly made complete in 

them. This is how we know we are in him: 6 Whoever claims to 

live in him must live as Jesus did. 

7 Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old 

one, which you have had since the beginning. This old command 

is the message you have heard. 8 Yet I am writing you a new 

command; its truth is seen in him and in you, because the 

darkness is passing and the true light is already shining. 

9 Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a brother or sister 

is still in the darkness. 10 Anyone who loves their brother and 

sister lives in the light, and there is nothing in them to make them 

stumble. 11 But anyone who hates a brother or sister is in the 

darkness and walks around in the darkness. They do not know 

where they are going, because the darkness has blinded them. 

12 I am writing to you, dear children, 

    because your sins have been forgiven on account of his name. 

13 I am writing to you, fathers, 

    because you know him who is from the beginning. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+2%3A3-27&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30556a
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I am writing to you, young men, 

    because you have overcome the evil one. 

14 I write to you, dear children, 

    because you know the Father. 

I write to you, fathers, 

    because you know him who is from the beginning. 

I write to you, young men, 

    because you are strong, 

    and the word of God lives in you, 

    and you have overcome the evil one. 

15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves 

the world, love for the Father is not in them. 16 For everything in 

the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride 

of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The 

world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God 

lives forever. 

18 Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that 

the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come. 

This is how we know it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, 

but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to 

us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed 

that none of them belonged to us. 

20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you 

know the truth.21 I do not write to you because you do not know 

the truth, but because you do know it and because no lie comes 

from the truth. 22 Who is the liar? It is whoever denies that Jesus is 
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the Christ. Such a person is the antichrist—denying the Father and 

the Son. 23 No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever 

acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 

24 As for you, see that what you have heard from the beginning 

remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son and in 

the Father. 25 And this is what he promised us—eternal life. 

26 I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to 

lead you astray. 27 As for you, the anointing you received from 

him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. 

But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that 

anointing is real, not counterfeit—just as it has taught you, remain 

in him. 

QUESTIONS: 

A clear view of Truth 1 John 2:3-27 

1. Would you call yourself an introvert/extrovert?  In life, 
where do you feel most comfortable abiding (rest, dwell, 
reside)?   
 

2. Read 1 John 2:6. What ways should the early church “live 
in the same way in which Jesus lives”? Give an example of 
how this looks for you in your life. What do you hope to 
improve on or change?  

 
3. Discuss how God’s old command is the same as the new 

commandment. (1 John 2:7-8) (Digging deeper: Exodus 
20:3 and Deuteronomy 6:5, Matthew 22:36-40)  How is this 
new commandment different from the old commandment?  
How does the new and old make sense with a God that is 
never changing?   
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4. 1 John 2:3-6 discusses that we “know him”.  What does it 
mean to “know him”? What are truths that we do know 
about God? 

 
5. John states that “God’s love is perfected in us” (1 John 2:5 

ESV). What big shoes to fill!  What does John mean by this 
and how is this accomplished? 

 

A clear view of Knowledge 1 John 2:7-27  

 

1. The world is fleeting.  We are warned against “loving the 

world”. Together, review the Greek word for this type of 

love, thumos.  How is God’s love “not of this world”? 

 

2. Antichrist-“Who is the liar? It is whoever denies that Jesus is 

the Christ. Such a person is the antichrist—denying the 

Father and the Son.” 1 John 2:22. There were antichrists 

present in the early Christian Church, there are antichrists 

currently present today AND there will be more to come.  Is 

there any reason to fear the Antichrists? If not, why? (1 John 

2:18, 26-27) 

 
Definition: Broadly an "antichrist" is anyone "who denies that Jesus is 

the Christ" (1 John 2:22) and denies the Father and the Son (1 John 

2:18). More specifically, John understands such a person to be a human 

representative of the "evil one" of whom Jesus spoke (John 17:15). Many 

antichrists = persons doing the devil's bidding and not God's will. ESV 

Study Bible. 
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3. Our world seems to be ever changing; customs, morals, 

technology, population, etc. are in constant flux.  Discuss how 

God is the same.  Which would you rather abide and dwell 

in, God or our changing world?  (Digging deeper: John 15:4 

use the word abide in place of live) 

 

4. Who is the “Real” Christ? Who is the antichrist? (Digging 

deeper: Revelation 2:8, 3:7, 13:5, and 2:9; 2 Thessalonians 2:4) 

Discuss the similarities of the “end times” of the early 

Christian church and today’s church?   

 
5. Personal Reflection: Consider how much you abiding in God. 

Write your name where it lines up on the faces scale? Is this 

where you want to be? List below what you can do to 

improve this? How can others help you? If you are 

comfortable, please share. 
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Saturday November 2, 2019 

Lesson 4 
I John 2:28-3:24 

28 And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he 

appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his 

coming. 

29 If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who 

does what is right has been born of him. 

3 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we 

should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The 

reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 

2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be 

has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ 

appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 All 

who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 5 But 

you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. 

And in him is no sin. 6 No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. 

No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him. 

7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who 

does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 8 The one 

who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been 

sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared 

was to destroy the devil’s work. 9 No one who is born of God will 

continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in them; they cannot 
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go on sinning, because they have been born of God. 10 This is how 

we know who the children of God are and who the children of the 

devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not God’s 

child, nor is anyone who does not love their brother and sister. 

11 For this is the message you heard from the beginning: We 

should love one another. 12 Do not be like Cain, who belonged to 

the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder 

him? Because his own actions were evil and his brother’s were 

righteous. 13 Do not be surprised, my brothers and sisters, if the 

world hates you. 14 We know that we have passed from death to 

life, because we love each other. Anyone who does not love 

remains in death. 15 Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a 

murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life 

residing in him. 

16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his 

life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers 

and sisters. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees a 

brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love 

of God be in that person? 18 Dear children, let us not love with 

words or speech but with actions and in truth. 

19 This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we 

set our hearts at rest in his presence: 20 If our hearts condemn us, 

we know that God is greater than our hearts, and he knows 

everything. 21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we 

have confidence before God 22 and receive from him anything we 

ask, because we keep his commands and do what pleases him. 

23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus 
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Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. 24 The one 

who keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in them. And 

this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit 

he gave us. 

QUESTIONS: 

 

A clear view of Confidence 1 John 2:28-3:11  

 

1. What is the importance of continuing in Jesus? (1 John 
2:28-29) (Digging deeper: 1Thessalonians 2:19-20) Are we 
not “once saved, always saved”? (Digging Deeper 
Matthew 13:1-23) 
 

2. Describe the lavish Love of God. (1 John 3:1) What does it 
mean to you?  (Digging deeper: John 3:16, John 1:12-13, 
Romans 8:14-15, 2 Peter 1:4,1Peter 1:13-15) 

 
3. What are we looking forward to at Christ’s return and how 

do we prepare? (1 John 3:2-3) (Digging deeper: 2 
Corinthians 3:12-18, 2 Corinthians, 2Peter 1:4) 

 
4. What role does the devil have in leading people astray?  (1 

John 3:10.) (Digging deeper:  Isaiah 14:12-14, Ezekiel 28:12-
17, Ephesians 2:1-3, John 8:42-47)  

 
5. What plan do you have to withstand the devil’s schemes? 

(1 John 3:7-8) (Digging deeper: Ephesians 6:10-
20)  Reminder: “The Son of God appeared to destroy the devil” 

 

 

 

 

 



19 
 

A clear view of Hope 1 John 3:12-24  

 

1. Cain provides a clear picture of the unbeliever: True or 

False? Give evidence to prove your point. (1 John 3:12) 

((Digging deeper: Genesis 4:1-16) 

 

2. How do we pass from death to life while still in this 

world? (1 John 3:14) Compare and contrast those who 

choose life from those who choose death. (Digging deeper: 

John 5:24 Matthew 5:21-22, Galatians 5:20-21) 

 
3. Love is a main theme of 1 John.  How do we demonstrate 

our love through material possessions “action and truth?” 

(1 John 3:17) (Digging deeper: Deuteronomy 15:7-8, 

Ezekiel 33:31) 

 
4. Describe how “we know that we belong to the truth and 

how we set our hearts at rest” (1 John 3:19) (Digging 

Deeper John 13:34-35, 2 Timothy 2:19, Romans 8:1) 

 
5. Examine your prayer life?  What are your barriers to a 

deeper commitment to pray? (Digging Deeper Matthew 

7:7, John 8:29, Matthew 22:37-40, Romans 13:8-10) 
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Saturday November 9, 2019 

Lesson 5 
I John 4:1-21 

4 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to 

see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have 

gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit 

of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come 

in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit that does not 

acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 

antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is 

already in the world. 

4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, 

because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the 

world. 5 They are from the world and therefore speak from the 

viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are 

from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is 

not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the 

Spirit[a] of truth and the spirit of falsehood. 

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. 

Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 

8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 

9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and 

only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is 

love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son 

as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A1-21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30610a


21 
 

loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever 

seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love 

is made complete in us. 

13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has 

given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the 

Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone 

acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and 

they in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for 

us. 

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 

17 This is how love is made complete among us so that we will 

have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like 

Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, 

because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not 

made perfect in love. 

19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God 

yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love 

their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, 

whom they have not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: 

Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister. 

 
QUESTIONS: 

A clear view of Discernment 1 John 4:1-10 

 

*See note on page 14 for the definition of antichrist. 
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1. John’s purpose in writing is that that believers won’t be 
deceived but will know the truth and not sin. In 1 John 4:1-
6 he gives a truth test for spirits or speakers. What is the 
test? 
 

2. What false messengers might we need to be wary of and 
test today? 

 
3. How does God show His love towards us (1 John 4:9, 10 

and 14)?  
Why do you suppose John repeats this three times? 

What do we learn about God from these statements? 

What do we learn about ourselves? 

How does that impact our daily lives? 

 
 

A clear view of life in Christ 1 John 4:11-21 
 

1. Why should we love one another? (1 John 4:11) 
 

2. Describe how is God’s love made visible to the world? (1 
John 4:16-17) 

 
3. What is the evidence that we live in God and He in us? Are 

you encouraged?  (1 John 4:12-16) 

 
4. How can we have confidence on the Day of Judgment? (1 

John 4:17.) 

 
5. If I say I love God but I hate my brother, what does 1 John 

4:20 say that I am? Is there someone in your family or 
workplace or body of Christ that you have failed to love? 
How can you move towards loving them with God’s love? 
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Saturday November 16, 2019 

Lesson 6 

I John 5:1-21 

5 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, 

and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well. 2 This is 

how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God 

and carrying out his commands. 3 In fact, this is love for God: to 

keep his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4 for 

everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory 

that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5 Who is it that 

overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the 

Son of God. 

6 This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He 

did not come by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the 

Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For there are 

three that testify: 8 the Spirit, the water and the blood; and the 

three are in agreement. 9 We accept human testimony, but God’s 

testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, which he 

has given about his Son. 10 Whoever believes in the Son of God 

accepts this testimony. Whoever does not believe God has made 

him out to be a liar, because they have not believed the testimony 

God has given about his Son. 11 And this is the testimony: God has 

given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the 

Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have 

life. 



25 
 

13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of 

God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 14 This is the 

confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything 

according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears 

us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of 

him. 

16 If you see any brother or sister commit a sin that does not lead to 

death, you should pray and God will give them life. I refer to 

those whose sin does not lead to death. There is a sin that leads to 

death. I am not saying that you should pray about that. 17 All 

wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin that does not lead to death. 

18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the 

One who was born of God keeps them safe, and the evil one 

cannot harm them. 19 We know that we are children of God, and 

that the whole world is under the control of the evil one. 20 We 

know also that the Son of God has come and has given us 

understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are 

in him who is true by being in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true 

God and eternal life. 

21 Dear children, keep yourselves from idols. 

QUESTIONS: 

 A clear view of Faith 1 John 5:1-12 

 

1. (1 John 5:1) What does it mean to believe that Jesus is the 
Christ? (Also: John 3:16-18) (Digging deeper: List of the 
acts Jesus: John 10:37, 11:15 and 20:30-31. List the miracles 
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of Jesus: John 1:32-34,1:43-51, 2:1-11, 2:22, 3:1-21, 4:16-19, 
4:41-42, 4:48, 4:52-53, 6:1-15, 6:16-21, 11:20-27) 
 

2. What does it mean to really love the Father – what does 
that look like in the life of a Christian?  What is the “fruit” 
that shows that we love the Father? (Digging deeper: John 
15:9-10, 14) 

 
3. Review Exodus 20: 1-17 – what are the 10 commandments? 

(List them on the back.) Does God/Jesus give other 
commandments throughout the bible? (Digging deeper: 

John15:17, Matthew 22:36-40) Are God’s commands 
burdensome for you to keep? Why or Why not? 

 
4. 1 John 5:6-8 Name the three ways that Jesus testified that 

he was the Son of God.  1._______________________ 
2.________________________3.________________________ 
(Digging deeper: John 1:29-34, Isaiah 7:14, Luke 1:26-35, 
John 1:1-3:14, John 14:16-18, John 15:26, John 16:13-14). 
How does the Spirit testify and what does that look like in 
us? (John 15:27) 

 
5. How does the “life” spoken of in 1 John 5:12 differ from 

“life” as we know it and how can we understand eternal 
life?  What visual imagery comes to mind when you hear 
the phrase “eternal life”? 

 

A clear view of God 1 John 5:13-21 

 

1. (1 John 5:13) List all the names of Jesus (Son of God) that 
you can think of. (Digging deeper: If you have the time, 
look up the meanings of the names you listed.) 
 

2. When you pray, do you believe God hears you? What do 
you think is the right way to pray so that you are praying 
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God’s will? (Digging deeper: John 15:7-8, John 14:13, John 
17:20) 

 
3. (1 John 5:16-17) When John refers to brother or sister do 

you believe that he is referring to a Christian or a non-
Christian? What do you believe is the sin that leads to 
death?  What is the sin that does not lead to death? 
Explain. (Digging deeper: Consider Matthew 12:24-28, 31-
32; and Mark 3:28-30 to use as part of your discussion 
time.) 

 
4. Are Christians perfect once they become Christians? What 

does John mean that “anyone born of God does not 
continue to sin”? If I do continue to sin, does that mean I 
am not really a Christian? (Answer first and then read 1 
John 5:18 in the NLT) 

 
5. (1 John 5:21) Why does John abruptly say “Keep 

yourselves from idols”? Define “idols” using a dictionary 
and/or read 1 John 5:21 in NIV, NLT and the Message 
(MSG) for further clarification. 
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