
I. Revelation 14:14-15:8 

II. 14:14-20 

a. Appears to be Christ, but likely not 

b. This would subordinate Christ to taking orders from an angel 

c. It will also imply that Christ did know the Father’s will 

i. While Christ was on earth, He did not know the time but now that He sits in the 

center of the throne, it would be difficult to state that Christ was unaware 

d. The translated Greek also means “son of man” whereas the word in the gospels 

translates to “son of the man”, so this would be inconsistent 

e. Came out of the temple 

i. Meaning the very presence of God 

f. The time has come 

i. This emphasizes the plan of God and the ordaining of these events 

g. Some see this to mean the harvesting of believers prior to the final wrath 

i. This would make sense if it is Christ on the cloud 

ii. If this is not Christ on the cloud (as the text seems to affirm), then this is general 

harvest, not about believers 

h. 1600 stadia represent 184 miles long at 5 feet deep 

i. The importance is not the mass volume, but the number 

ii. 40 is associated with punishment 

iii. The square of any number represents totality 

iv. 40 squared is 1600 representing the finality of the destruction 

i. While it appears that these are successive action, it is likely these are occurring 

simultaneously 

i. The time for the harvest comes 

ii. The angel announces the time from the very temple of God 

iii. The harvest from fourth and sixth angels are total destruction of the world’s 

population 

III. Chapter 15 

a. The 7 angels with 7 plagues 

b. We are seeing a deeper look into the pouring out of God’s wrath 

c. This cannot be after the harvesting of the entirety of the earth since there would be no 

wrath to pour out 

d. These events describe what John has only been alluding to in the 7th seal, 7th trumpet, 

and the great harvest 

e. Sea of Glass 

i. Martin Kiddle sees this as – “A heavenly Red Sea!… The “sea” has been forded 

by the martyrs. It is now about to submerge their foes.” 

f. Victorious 

i. First, a statement that we are not called to live safe lives and worry about what 

is prudent 

ii. Second, we are given “harps” which implies that all victory comes from God 

g. The song 



i. After all the martyrs have experienced and after all they have suffered, they are 

now singing this song reflecting on the totality of God.  The times of suffering, 

though great, are nothing compared to the “great and marvelous deeds of God” 

ii. God’s ways are just and true when we see them from the other side of the sea.  

Often we lose sight of that truth, but one day we will see it clearly. 

iii. King of the nations showcases God’s power over everything, including those 

who do not believe in Him.  Our belief has no bearing on His existence and 

sovereignty. 

iv. Everyone will bring glory to His name (even unbelievers) 

1. He is holy 

2. All nations worship Him 

3. Righteous “judgments” are made clear 

v. Song is sung by the victors and there is no mention of their triumph.  This is all 

about Christ 

h. After the song 

i. Tabernacle of Covenant Law 

1. Translated as “the temple of the tent of witness” 

2. Shows the presence of God, but also incorporates the presence of the 

“witnesses” or martyrs which John has been focused on 

ii. 7 angels bring the 7 plagues and they bring them from the very presence of God 

iii. They’re outfits represent their purity and further represent that the wrath that 

is to be poured out is not one of angry retribution, but rather of righteousness 

iv. The bowls come from the 4 living creatures that are positioned close to the 

throne of God.  The wrath is coming directly from God 

v. The temple is filled with smoke in keeping with the OT pattern of the fullness of 

God coming as smoke or a cloud 

vi. Not being able to enter the temple is a matter of God’s work being completed 

and there can be nothing to impede God’s perfect plan. 


