
I. 17:1-18 

a. Evil’s Victory Lap 

b. Timing of this event is before the bowls of wrath are poured out 

c. Babylon was defeated at the end of Chapter 16, but here she is in all her splendor 

II. Vv1-6 

a. God’s purposes are to destroy evil and bring about New Jerusalem 

b. The woman’s description 

i. Stunning 

1. Dressed in purple and scarlet 

2. Sitting on a scarlet beast 

3. Glittering with precious stones 

4. Golden cup in her hand 

ii. Evil 

1. The beast has blasphemous names 

2. She is being carried by the beast (beast is in control) 

3. Forehead reveals who she is 

4. In the cup is the blood of God’s holy people 

c. John’s response is astonishment (literally, why do you marvel?) 

III. V7-14 

a. The beast is more important than the woman 

b. “Once was, now is not, and yet will come” 

i. Many layered, but likely referring to the existence of evil in contrast to the 

unending holiness of God (who was, who is, and who is to come) - Parody 

ii. Evil comes and goes in this world, but truly never leaves.  In Rome, it was Nero 

then Domitian.  In contemporary times it is Hitler then bin Laden.  The cycle 

never stops.  Until, of course, it does… 

iii. “Yet will come” is structurally different than “is to come”.  Will come implies a 

point in time when it occurs signifying a finite event.  To come implies a 

perpetual future state signifying an unending nature. 

c. The beast will be destroyed for good.  Finality in John’s words 

d. All unbelievers will be astonished 

i. The inhabitants of the earth will be astonished 

ii. This is their victory lap, their crowning moment 

iii. The seductive woman is being traipsed around by the beast and reveling in the 

blood of the martyrs.  They have won! 

iv. They will be astonished when they find out they have been defeated. 

e. Calls for a mind of wisdom 

i. 7 hills 

1. This is Rome – the city with 7 hills 

ii. However, it is also representative of every city in every time 

iii. Rome is merely a “type” rather than “the” city 

iv. 7 heads are kings 



1. Could imply that the 7 hills are really 7 empires 

v. 5 have fallen, 1 is, and 1 is to come (and it will be short) 

1. Could be individual emperors 

a. Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, Nero as fallen 

b. Vespasian as “is” 

c. Titus is to come with a short reign 

2. Could be empires 

a. Old Babylonian, Assyrian, New Babylonian, Medo-Persian, 

Greco-Macedonian as fallen 

b. Roman as “is” 

c. Unknown is to come or all other governments between Roman 

Empire and the Beast 

vi. The Beast is the eighth and one of the seven 

1. The beast is the source of evil and is seen incarnated in each of the 

seven 

2. John’s purpose is not to give us in depth information on the beast. 

3. What is clear is that the beast is headed somewhere.  To his destruction. 

4. This is the final reveal of the parody of Christ – where the beast is 

headed to destruction, Christ is eternal. 

vii. Ten Horns 

1. 10 kings who have not yet received a kingdom 

2. These are different than the 8 mentioned 

3. Could mean 10 as the number of completeness or 10 as a literal number 

4. Either way, the point is that their reign will be fueled by the beast, but 

short compared to God’s eternal reign 

5. They are unified in purpose and that is to destroy the Lamb 

viii. The War on the Lamb 

1. The angel’s description now switches to the future tense, likely 

referencing the final battle that we will see in Ch 19 

2. This is the great victory 

IV. V15-18 

a. The self-defeating character of sin 

i. Think back to the 4 Horsemen 

ii. United in destruction, but ultimately seeking only self 

iii. The woman is riding the beast, but the beast and the kings hate her 

iv. They have built her up, but only to use her (hence, the name prostitute) 

b. Why is all of this happening??? 

i. Divine will 

ii. God is using Satan and the powers of Satan to bring about His wrath 

c. This is Rome and this is every city.  This is man’s great power.  This is Babel. 


