
Revelation Chapter 18:1-19 
 

General Notes: 
 
Chapter 17 is a vivid description of the Harlot/Babylon. The chapter also discusses “the beast” 
and the “ten kings”. 
 
Chapter 18 is a further description of the fall of Babylon (The Harlot/Rome) and the response of 
the “people of earth”. However, as we’ll see next week, this subset of chapters (17-19) also 
show a contrast between two women - Babylon and the bride of Christ 
 
Chapter 18 may be contrasted with the Old Testament fall of Tyre (Ezekiel 26-28) and Babylon 
(Isaiah 13-14;21, and Jeremiah 50-51). Both depict judgement of the city of man. 
 
Verse by verse 
 
Verse 1: “After this…” This takes place after the scene in chapter 17 where John is taken up in 
the spirit and given a description – and the subsequent interpretation - of Babylon. 

 John seems to be back on the earth 

 The angel lights up the earth with its glory. This represents it’s authority and the 
important nature of its proclamation. This is a big announcement. 

Verse 2: The angel announces the fall of Babylon (earlier in Rev 14:8, 16:9, 17:5) 

 Babylon was a historic enemy of the nations of Israel 

 Destroyed in 539 B.C. 

 It is a type/pattern in Scripture for cities and nations opposed to God 

 In Revelation, Rome (the city of man) is often described as Babylon 

 She was “great”. But her greatness came from God, was abused, and not 
recognized 

 The angel also declares the truth of Babylon’s corrupted location 

 Demons live there 

 Unclean birds live there 

 Unclean and detestable beasts live there 

 The satanic has filled the void left by the rejection of God 
Verse 3a: The angel announces the truth of what Babylon had done to the nations 

 Her sexual immorality (unfaithfulness to God = Spiritual adultery) was pervasive and 
passionate. 

 She’s self-indulgent and abusive in her arrogance  

 Her passion produces “wine” which she exports to the nations 

 She uses her wealth and beauty to lead the nations in loving her power and idolatrous 
worship. 

 She exports idolatry to the other nations and seduces others who drink the wine 

 “The nations” have taken the drink and have become intoxicated with her immorality 
and misguided passions. She is the cultural, economic, and political leader of the world. 



Verse 3b: Her “friends”  

 “The kings…” have also participated in her immorality with her. They have exponentially 
increased the range and effect of the “wine” of passion. 

 “The merchants…” Babylon’s “luxurious living” has provided a great deal of wealth 
(gained by her corruption and rebellion) for her “merchants”. They’re quite simple, self-
indulgent.  

 
 
Verse 4: The voice of another angel- this time from heaven rather than over the earth (signifies 
transcendent authority).  

 This is a message for God’s people 
o “Come out” of Babylon. Separate yourself from her! Physically? Practically? 
o We must not take part in the “sins” of Babylon 
o If you do, you’ll share in her “plagues” 

 Trumpets and bowls 
 Final judgement 

o Matthew 24:21-22 
Verse 5: The judgement on Babylon is just 

 Her sins are unmeasurable  
Verse 6: The angel calls for action 

 Double the punishment? 
Verse 7: The sin 

 “Glorifying herself” and living in luxury 
o She did not give glory to God 
o She worships the creature (herself, wealth, luxury – society), rather than the 

creator 
o She claims the gifts of God as something she owns and created 
o The punishment is in proportion to the sins 
o Flashback: Those who belong to Satan don’t believe they’ll receive punishment. 

They believe that God is fundamentally unjust 

 She’s deluded (in her heart) 
Verse 8: The “plagues” 

 They come swiftly (in one day) 

 In the judgement, she is burned with fire (as the Old Testament judgement of a 
prostitute, Lev 21:9) 

 God judges Babylon personally 
 
Verse 9-10: The “kings of the earth” weep over Babylon (kings in general, not just the ten 
“inner-circle” kings noted in chapter 17) 

 The Kings found a common cause in the mission of Babylon – rebellion against God and 
earthly wealth (“sexual immorality”) 

 They’re distraught as all that they love and worship is being destroyed 



 They don’t want to get to close because they know that they are due this judgement as 
well 

 This judgement comes quickly (“in an hour”). Just yesterday they’re way of live seemed 
so vibrant… 

Verse 11-13: The “merchants of the earth weep and mourn…” 

 These are not so upset by the socio-political loss as they are over personal gain 

 The riches, consumption, and extravagance of ancient Rome was simply incredible – 
even when compared to our own time.  

 They have no “personal relationship” with Babylon. They don’t even really care about 
Babylon her at all - only the loss of her power. Instead, they grieve over their lost 
opportunity to profit off of her. 

 Note the list: All fine, luxurious, valuable things – including the most valuable earthly 
“commodity”, slaves, souls (lit. “bodies”) 

o Not to mention what they did with all of these “belongings” 
o No regard for personhood 

 Personal profit above all 
Verse 14: The merchants are already nostalgic about the days of old, knowing that a new day is 
coming 
Verse 15: The merchants, like the kings, don’t want to get to close. They don’t want the guilt of 
Babylon to be attributed to them 
Verse 16-17a: The merchants continue to lament over Babylon  

 They loved her example of opulence 

 It was destroyed in an instant and they realize that as they are like her, they will be 
destroyed too 

Verse 17b-19: The “shipmasters”, “seafarers”, and “sailors” weep 

 These also weep intensely and stand far away, not wanting to be caught up in the 
punishment of Babylon 

 These are men who, likely, have seen many other cities. But Babylon was the queen – 
she was uniquely special.  

 This is an economic loss for these people – but they also realize the worldwide 
importance and impact of this event. 

 
Response: 

 We’re to separate ourselves from the city of man and not become a part of it 

 God doesn’t oppose riches – but he does oppose the corrupt acquisition of them and 
their unholy use. There is a proper use for everything God gives us – and Christians need 
to use everything as it’s intended, to His glory. 

 God also opposes the unjust use of human capital (“souls”) and he will judge those who 
do harm justly. 

 As we’ll see, the lament of the lost becomes the hope of the saved. In a mighty display 
of his glory, God executes a great victory over Babylon, ensuring a great salvation for his 
people. God is building his church and nothing can stand in his way! 

 


