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We need to be growing in our_____________________with our spouse. This 2lows out of our growing  

______________________with___________________. 
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This week’s topic:___________________________________ 

I am in as long as I____________________! 

We have turned marriage into a_________________________________________ 

_________________________________to get______________________than you______________________ 

If we’re looking for ___________________________out of the____________________________, we’ll be looking  

to_________________ of the_______________________________ 

The___________________has an_____________________________date. __________________________eventually__________. 

_________________________________tell us how we will__________________________________. 

Marriage is not a___________________________________________. Marriage is a___________________________________. 

_____________________________tells us how we will____________________________________. 

Philippians	2:3–8	

__________________________________is_____________________to loving your spouse the way____________________us. 

We need to focus on______________________________________for our spouse. 

1	Corinthians	13:4–8	

LOVE IS: 

LOVE IS NOT/DOES NOT: 
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Marriage	comparison	chart	credit	to	Mark	Driscoll	Ministries.	
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Discussion	Guide	

1. What’s one thing that stood out to you this week? 

2.  Re2lecting on your notes and the chart, what are some differences between contract and 
covenant marriage relationships? Explain in your own words.  

3. What are some things that might make it hard to shift one’s view of marriage from a contractual 
relationship to a covenant relationship?  

4. How does changing one’s view of marriage from contract to covenant encourage a stronger 
commitment?  

5. When we approach marriage as covenant - knowing you will not allow the behavior of the other 
person to change your commitment - what is an example of something you might handle 
differently knowing you have to live with the effects of your decision/actions? 

(JOHN PIPER) Staying married, therefore, is not about staying in love. It is about keeping covenant. 
“Till death do us part,” or, “As long as we both shall live” is a sacred covenant promise — the same 
kind Jesus made with His bride when He died for her. Therefore, what makes divorce so horri2ic in 
God’s eyes is not merely that it involves covenant breaking to the spouse, but that it involves 
misrepresenting Christ and His covenant. Christ will never leave His wife. Ever. There may be times 
of painful distance and tragic backsliding on our part. But Christ keeps His covenant forever. 
Marriage is a display of that! That is the most ultimate thing we can say about it.  

PRAYER REQUESTS:
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