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QUESTIONS 

 
• How many days later did Jesus raise from the dead? 
• Why did Jesus have to die? 
• What did Jesus say a Jesus follower has to do? 
• Re-read Mark 8:33. What do you think it means to have in mind the concerns of God 

instead of human concerns? 
• What do you think it means to "take up your cross?" 
• When Peter found out Jesus' death was inevitable, how do you think Peter felt? 
• Do you think it was challenging for Jesus to tell the disciples about the upcoming 

death? 
 

ACTIVITY 

Team Challenge | See Like a Referee 

• INSTRUCTIONS: Wrap a whistle in layers and layers of plastic wrap. Form a ball of plastic 
wrap around the whistle until you can no longer see what is in the middle. The group must 
pass the ball around, each kid taking one layer of plastic wrap off and then passing it to 
the next. (hand sanitize before and after!!) The team who gets to the whistle and blows it 
first will win the final 100 challenge points! (Use a timer and let me know how long it took 
your group so I know who did it fastest!  

o SPECIAL NEEDS HACK: If you have kids who have mobility concerns, designate 
them to be the ones to blow the whistle. Another way to modify this activity might 
be to use aluminum foil, which might be easier to peel off than plastic wrap. 

THE BIG IDEA 
Jesus understands my 

challenges. 
 

THE BIBLE 
Nicodemus: John 3:1-17 

 
 

THE BIBLE 
Jesus Predicts His Death: Mark 8:31-38;  

(Psalm 22:23-31) 
 

 
 

WEEK 4 
SMALL GROUP GUIDE 
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• Referees are often in great shape, observant, have strong character, and can make 
decisions quickly because they can see the game from a different point of view. 

• When Jesus sees your challenges, Jesus sees them from a big picture point of view. 
 

MEMORY VERSE | Stadium Chant 

• INSTRUCTIONS: Instruct kids to create a "Stadium Chant" out of the memory verse this 
week. You can do this as a class, or as individual tables. 

 

ACTIVITY | Game Plan 

• INSTRUCTIONS: Prepare sports beads, some letter beads, and string. Ask kids to 
describe what they've learned this month in a catchy sports slogan of five words or less 
(e.g., "Challenge Accepted," "Jesus is the real MVP," "Team Jesus," "Jesus is goals," etc.). 
Then have kids create a bracelet, necklace, or keychain containing that phrase. 

• This month, we talked a lot about the challenges Jesus faced, and how Jesus shows us 
what to do when we face challenges of our own. Remember that whatever you are going 
through, you are not alone – Jesus has been there. Jesus understands your challenges. 
Jesus accepts you and your challenges. Let's accept the challenge to follow Jesus the 
best we can! 

 
MEMORY VERSE OF THE MONTH: I JOHN 5:5 NIV 

 
Looking for sign language? Go to growcurriculum.org/IJohn5-5 and get memorizing! 

 


