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ARE YOU S.O.L.D. OUT FOR CHRIST? 
Sell out and break the chains of decision 

  
REMEMBER 
“D” is for Decision – Listen to the prophet as he speaks in Joel 3:14b “for the day of the LORD is 
near in the valley of decision.” 

 
We make decisions everyday. We decide what to wear, how to fix our hair, etc. Some decisions 
are bigger than others; which college to attend, who we will spend our lives with, where we will 
live and so on. But there is no decision bigger than what we will do with Jesus! 
 
As we learned from Genesis 32, Esau made a decision to sell his birthright. The Holy Spirit 
teaches us a valuable lesson using him as an example in Heb 12:17 “For ye know how that 
afterward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found no place 
of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears.” 
 
THINK ABOUT IT & DISCUSS 
 
Christians have to decide if they will follow Jesus on a daily basis. Will we study His word, ever 
listening for His still small voice? Will we pray as He commands, without ceasing, being in 
constant communion with Him. Will we share our faith at a moments notice with confidence 
and without shame? 
 
Some decisions, like Esau’s, cannot be undone; one cannot un-murder a person once they have 
killed them. One cannot become un-sexually active once they have had sex. One cannot take 
back a word once it has been spoken. And most importantly, one cannot be saved if they have 
rejected Jesus! 
 

 All of the decisions listed in the two paragraphs above are important ones, aren’t they?  

 What kind of decisions are you facing right now?  

 How will these decisions affect your future, other people’s lives, your testimony or 

eternity? 

 

STUDY 

 

In Paul’s letter to Philemon, Onesimus was a slave who belonged to Philemon. Philemon was a 
friend of Paul and a fellow Christian. Onesimus had run away from Philemon which by law gave 

WEEK 4: God Helps Us Decide 
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Philemon the right to have Onesimus executed. Do you see the picture? Paul writes a letter to 
Philemon and asks him to show mercy to Onesimus, for the sake of his and Paul’s friendship. You 
see, Paul had led Onesimus to the Lord and was now sending him back to Philemon. Paul asked 
Philemon to receive Onesimus, when he arrived, as a fellow Christian and not just as his slave.  

 
 If someone betrayed you by taking something very valuable to you, what would you do? 
 If a close friend asked you to forgive them for the sake of your friendship, would you do 

it?  
 

In Hosea Chapters 1-3, Hosea was a prophet in Israel. Those in Israel had wondered away from 
God and began to worship other Gods. In order to show Israel what they had done, God asked 
Hosea to marry a prostitute named Gomer. They were married and she had three children; but 
then she left Hosea and went back to her profession. Do you see the picture? She ended up selling 
herself into slavery. When Hosea heard of it, God told Him to go buy her and bring her back home, 
not as a slave but as his wife. 

 
 If you were Hosea, would you have obeyed God and married a prostitute so God could 

use you to bring someone else back to Him?  
 Gomer left and ended up so poor she had to sell herself. Would you have paid for her 

and received her back into your home as your spouse?  
 

In Luke 15:11, a son asked his father for his inheritance. Once he had the money, he left home 
and spent all of it living an ungodly lifestyle. At one point, he was so poor that he hired himself 
out to feed pigs just so he could eat from the pig’s slop. Do you see the picture?  When he realized 
what he had done, he said to himself, “I will go to my Father and see if he will make me one of 
his servants.” But when the Father saw him coming home he ran to him and kissed him as his 
son.  
 

 If another Christian used you for personal gain and then they left you how would you 
react? 

 If they returned empty handed, would you receive them back as a brother or sister in 
Christ? 

 
 Do you see any similarities in the stories above?   

 
 Do you see how Onesimus, Gomer and the son in the stories above all made decisions 

that affected their lives as well as the lives of others?  
 

 Do you see where Philemon, Hosea and the Father in the stories all had to make decisions 
to exhibit Christ like behavior for the sake of others?  

 
Jesus Christ can and will forgive all sin with the exception of blasphemy of the Holy Spirit, which 
is called unbelief. Forgiveness is often a hard thing to accept or give isn’t it. In the stories above, 
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there are great examples of people who had to decide to do both. If you are struggling with 
accepting Christ’s forgiveness or forgiving someone, we pray the stories above help you decide. 

 
PRAY 
 
Esau made a decision he could not go back and change. As discussed earlier, too often we are 
faced with those same types of decisions. The most important decision we face is whether we will 
accept or reject Christ.  
 
As we end this series of studies, we want to ask you five simple questions: 
 

 Are you praying about your decision; that is, do you talk to God and ask Him about them? 
 Are you seeking guidance from God’s word? Do you study seeking His direction? 
 Are you discussing your decisions with trusted Christian advisors?  
 Do you have any Christian friends, or a church family to turn to? 
 Have you even considered how your decisions will affect you and those close to you? 

 
Your answers to these questions may very well determine how your decisions will affect the rest 
of your life! 

 
CLOSE IN PRAYER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note: This is part of a 4-week study written by Pastor Greg Owenby (Bethel Baptist Church, Hertford, 
NC) and Pastor Mark Warren (Church at the Crossroads) as a follow up for Youth Alive. For more 
information, please visit www.crossroadsahoskie.com. 


