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Understanding the Gospel
Various Scriptures

WHO IS THE DECISION 
MAKER OF YOUR LIFE?

Self-Directed Life Christ-Directed Life
Self is on the throne Christ is in the life and on the 

throne
Christ is outside the life Self is yielding to Christ
Interests are directed by self 
often resulting in discord and 
frustration

Interests are directed by Christ 
resulting in harmony with God’s 
plan
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FAITH

Becoming a Christian involves 
receiving Christ, the gift of God’s 
love and forgiveness, by faith. It 
results in threefold commitment 
to a Person. It is a commitment 
to Christ of one’s intellect, 
emotions and will.

INTELLECTUAL COMMITMENT

Christianity is not “a blind leap of faith.” It is built upon 
historical fact, documented by centuries of scholarship and 
research. Many leading scholars have dedicated their lives to 
investigating the life, teachings, death, resurrection, and 
influence of Jesus of Nazareth. As a result, we have more 
historical evidence proving His resurrection than we have of 
the fact that Napoleon was defeated at Waterloo.
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THE PURPOSE OF JOHN’S GOSPEL 

Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 
name. John 20:31

WHO DO YOU SAY THAT I AM?
13 When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His 
disciples, saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?”

14 So they said, “Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”

16 Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.”

MATTHEW 16:13-16
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OUR FRIEND THOMAS
24 Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 25 The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have 
seen the Lord.”
So he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and 
put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I 
will not believe.”
26 And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with 
them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and 
said, “Peace to you!” 27 Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger 
here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into 
My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.”
28 And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!”
JOHN 20: 24 - 28

WHY DID JESUS CHRIST COME INTO THE WORLD?

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary 
was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with 
child of the Holy Spirit. 19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, 
and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her 
away secretly. 20 But while he thought about these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of 
David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21 And she will bring forth a Son, and 
you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.” 
(Matthew 1:18-21)
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HAVE YOU 
MADE AN 
INTELLECTUAL 
COMMITMENT 
TO CHRIST?

Do you believe Jesus is 
the Son of God?

Do you believe He died on 
the cross for your sins?

Do you believe He rose 
from the dead?

INTELLECTUAL COMMITMENT

In order to become a Christian, then, you must honestly 
face the claims of Jesus Christ and believe intellectually 
that He is God, that He died for your sins and was 
buried, that He rose again, and that He wants to come 
into your life and be your Savior and Lord.
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EMOTIONAL 
COMMITMENT AN EMOTION IS A FEELING OR 

REACTION TO A SPECIFIC ACT, EVENT 
OR EXPERIENCE. THE FAILURE TO 

DISTINGUISH DIFFERENT EMOTIONS 
HAS CAUSED MANY PEOPLE TO BE 
CONFUSED IN THEIR RELATIONSHIP 

WITH GOD.

PEOPLE 
RESPOND 

DIFFERENTLY 
EMOTIONALLY

PAUL HAD A DRAMATIC CONVERSION TO 
CHRIST

6 “Now it happened, as I journeyed and came near Damascus at about 
noon, suddenly a great light from heaven shone around me. 7 And I fell 
to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting Me?’ 8 So I answered, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And He said to 
me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting.’
9 “And those who were with me indeed saw the light [a]and were afraid, 
but they did not hear the voice of Him who spoke to me. 10 So I said, 
‘What shall I do, Lord?’ And the Lord said to me, ‘Arise and go into 
Damascus, and there you will be told all things which are appointed for 
you to do.’ (Acts 22:6-10)
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TIMOTHY CAME TO CHRIST AT A YOUNG AGE

3 I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience, as my 
forefathers did, as without ceasing I remember you in my 
prayers night and day, 4 greatly desiring to see you, being 
mindful of your tears, that I may be filled with joy, 5 when I call 
to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt 
first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I 
am persuaded is in you also. (2 Timothy 1:3-5)

DIFFERENT EMOTIONS

Since we are emotional creatures, emotions are a normal part of 
our life. Different personalities respond differently. One person 
may have high emotional energy, while another may be calm and 
reserved. Because emotions vary greatly, they should not be 
depended upon. Seeking an emotional experience has caused 
many to lack the assurance of a vital relationship with God.

Faith is another word for trust, and our faith must be placed in 
the person of God and in His inspired Word, rather than in our 
feelings.
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FACT
FAITH 

FEELINGS

God and His Word
Our Trust in God and his Word
The results of our experiences

HOW DO I 
KNOW IF I 
AM SAVED?

God’s Word

Holy Spirit

Changed Life
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GOD’S WORD

9 That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe 
in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be 
saved; 10 for with the heart a person believes, resulting in 
righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in 
salvation. (Romans 10:9-10)

THE HOLY SPIRIT

6 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children 
of God. (Romans 8:6)

5For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in 
power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction (1 
Thessalonians 1:5)

The Holy Spirit convicts us of sin, comforts us in our pain, and 
challenges us to live godly lives.
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CHANGED LIFE

8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and 
so prove to be My disciples. 9 Just as the Father has loved Me, I 
have also loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My 
commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept 
My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. 11 These 
things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be made full. (John 15:8-11)

LOVE FOR GOD AND OTHERS

3 By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we 
keep His commandments. 4 The one who says, “I have come 
to know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a 
liar, and the truth is not in him; 5 but whoever keeps His 
word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By 
this we know that we are in Him: 6 the one who says he 
abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as 
He walked.
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VOLITIONAL 
COMMITMENT

In addition to the intellect and the emotions, 
becoming a Christian and being sure that you are a 
Christian involves the will.

Christ emphasized the importance of our will in 
relation to the assurance of salvation. He said, “If 
anyone chooses to do God’s will, he will find out 
whether my teaching comes from God or whether I 
speak on my own.” (John 7:17)

According to these words of Christ, unless you are 
willing to obey the truth, you will never know the 
truth, unless you are willing to walk in the light, 
you will never see the light.

FOUR IMPORTANT
QUESTIONS
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Have you invited 
Jesus to be the 
decision maker 

of your life?

20 Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock; if anyone hears My voice and 
opens the door, I will come in to him 
and will dine with him, and he with 
Me. (Revelation 3:20)

Have you asked 
God to forgive 

you of your 
sins?

8 If we say that we have no sin, we 
are deceiving ourselves and the truth 
is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and righteous to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. (1 John 
1:8-9)
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Have you 
received God’s 
grace through 

Christ?

12 But as many as received Him, to 
them He gave the right to become 
children of God, even to those who 
believe in His name, 13 who were born, 
not of blood nor of the will of the flesh 
nor of the will of man, but of God. 
(John 1:12-13)

6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and 
the truth, and the life; no one comes to 
the Father but through Me. (John 14:6)

Do you know 
that you have 
eternal life?

11 And the testimony is this, that God 
has given us eternal life, and this life 
is in His Son. 12 He who has the Son 
has the life; he who does not have 
the Son of God does not have the 
life.
13 These things I have written to you 
who believe in the name of the Son 
of God, so that you may know that 
you have eternal life.
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LET US 
COMMIT AND 
CONFIRM 
OUR FAITH IN 
CHRIST

Believe
Jesus is the Son of God.  He 
died on the cross for your sins. 
He rose from the dead.

Repent Ask God to forgive you and 
turn from your sin to Him.

Surrender Ask Jesus to be the decision 
make of your life.
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