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FORENSIC FAITH
SESSION 3

MAIN STREET STUDENT MINISTRIES
Mrs. Amy Warren

CHRIST THE CASE MAKER

DIRECT EVIDENCE:
Eyewitness testimony

INDIRECT EVIDENCE:
Everything else (ex. DNA, 

fingerprints, etc.)
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Do you think Jesus thought 
about providing evidence?

John 10:25

Jesus answered the, “I told you, 
and you do not believe; the works 

that I do in My Father's name, 
these testify of Me.
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If I do not do the works of My Father, 
do not believe Me; but if I do them, 

though you do not believe Me, believe 
the works, so that you may know and 
understand that the Father is in Me, 

and I in the Father.

John 10:37 - 38

John 14:11

Believe Me that I am in the Fahter
and the Father is in Me; 

otherwise believe because of the 
works themselves.
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until the day when He was taken up to heaven, 
after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to 

the apostles whom He had chosen. To these He 
also presented Himself alive after His suffering, 
by many convincing proofs, appearing to them 
over a period of forty days and speaking of the 

things concerning the kingdom of God.

Acts 1:2-3

WHAT DO YOU THINK JESUS SAID 
TO THOSE WHO DOUBTED HIM?
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John the 
Baptist

• Godly man raised in a 
godly home.

• He knew Jesus in the 
womb

• Baptized Jesus
• Arrested by Herod

John the 
Baptist

“Are you the expected 
One or should we look for 

someone else?”
Luke 7:19
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OBSERVATIONS

• Jesus gave them evidence
• Jesus did not scold John
• Miracles demonstrate His 

identity
• Prophesied in Isaiah 

(Is. 29:18;  35:5-6
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OBSERVATIONS: John 20:24-29

• Jesus did not expect Thomas to 
just believe

• Jesus gave Thomas evidence
• Thomas should have believed 
the evidence given by the other 

disciples
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WHO WERE THE CASE 
MAKERS AFTER 

CHRIST?

CASE MAKERS FOLLOWING JESUS

Peter’s second sermon (Acts 3:15)
You killed the author of life, but 

God raised him from the dead. We 
are witnesses of this.

Peter and John (Acts 4:24)
We cannot help speaking about 
what we have seen and heard.
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CASE MAKERS FOLLOWING JESUS

All the apostles (Acts 4:33)
With great power the apostles 

continued to testify to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And 
God’s grace was so powerfully at 

work in them all.

CASE MAKERS FOLLOWING JESUS

Peter (Acts 10:39-42)
“We are witnesses of everything he did in the 

country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They 
killed him by hanging him on a cross, but God 
raised him from the dead on the third day and 
caused him to be seen. He was not seen by all 
the people, but by witnesses whom God had 

already chosen—by us who ate and drank with 
him after he rose from the dead. He 

commanded us to preach to the people and to 
testify that he is the one whom God appointed 

as judge of the living and the dead.
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CASE MAKERS FOLLOWING JESUS

Paul (Acts 17:2-3)
As was his custom, Paul went into 

the synagogue, and on three 
Sabbath days he reasoned with them 
from the Scriptures, explaining and 

proving that the Messiah had to 
suffer and rise from the dead. “This 
Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the 

Messiah,” he said.

CASE MAKERS FOLLOWING JESUS

John (John 21:24-25)
This is the disciple who testifies to 
these things and who wrote them 

down. We know that his testimony is 
true.

Jesus did many other things as well. If 
every one of them were written down, 
I suppose that even the whole world 
would not have room for the books 

that would be written.

19

20



4/8/2020

11

CASE MAKERS FOLLOWING JESUS

Luke (Luke 1:1-4)
Many have undertaken to draw up an 
account of the things that have been 
fulfilled among us, just as they were 

handed down to us by those who from the 
first were eyewitnesses and servants of the 

word. With this in mind, since I myself 
have carefully investigated everything 

from the beginning, I too decided to write 
an orderly account for you, most excellent 

Theophilus, ...

CASE MAKERS FOLLOWING JESUS

Paul (1 Cor. 15:3-8)
For what I received I passed on to you as of first 

importance: that Christ died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was 

raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 
and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the 
Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five 
hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same 
time, most of whom are still living, though some 
have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, 

then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared 
to me also, as to one abnormally born.
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CASE MAKERS FOLLOWING JESUS

Peter (1Peter 5:1)
To the elders among you, I appeal as 

a fellow elder and a witness of 
Christ’s sufferings who also will 

share in the glory to be revealed:

CASE MAKERS FOLLOWING JESUS

John (1 John 1-3)
That which was from the beginning, which we 

have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we looked upon and have touched with 

our hands, concerning the word of life— the life 
was made manifest, and we have seen it, and 

testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, 
which was with the Father and was made 

manifest to us— that which we have seen and 
heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too 
may have fellowship with us; and indeed our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son 

Jesus Christ.
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WHO WERE THE CASE 
MAKERS FOLLOWING 

THE APOSTLES?

CASE MAKERS AFTER THE 
APOSTLES

• Quadratus of Athens
• Aristides of thens
• Ariston of Pella
• Justin Martyr

• Apollinaris Claudius
• Tertullian

• Marcus Minucius Felix
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WHO ARE TODAY’S CASE 
MAKERS?

TODAY’S CASE MAKERS!

but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord 
as holy, always being prepared to make a 
defense to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is in you; yet do 
it with gentleness and respect, 16 having 
a good conscience, so that, when you are 
slandered, those who revile your good 
behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 
17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, 
if that should be God's will, than for 
doing evil.

1 PETER 3:15-17
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x
x

UNREASONABLE FAITH BLIND FAITH FORENSIC FAITH

• Unreasonable Faith: Believing 
something in spite of the evidence.

• Blind Faith: Believing in something 
without any evidence.

• Forensic Faith: Believing in something 
because of the evidence.
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WHAT KIND OF FAITH DOES JESUS 
WANT US TO HAVE?

SESSION 4: 5 STEPS TO 
TARGETED TRAINING
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www.CrossroadsAhoskie.com

Download session slides at:
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