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FORENSIC FAITH

MAIN STREET STUDENT MINISTRIES
Mrs. Amy Warren

A homicide detective makes 
the case for a more 

reasonable, evidential 
Christian faith.

FORENSIC FAITH
by J. Warner Wallace

J WARNER WALLACE
Homicide Detective
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• Same conclusion
• Which knows the

subject better?
• Which would you 

want to be your 
doctor?

Medical School Exam Medical School Exam

TWO KINDS OF BELIEF

• ACCIDENTAL BELIEF
–Land you in the right place
–Won’t stand up to 

aggressive challenges
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TWO KINDS OF BELIEF

• EVIDENTIAL TRUST
–Lands you in the right place
–Stands up to aggressive 

challenges
–Evidentially confident and 

persuasive

Does your affiliation with 
Christianity feel more like 

an accident than an 
informed decision?
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Why are you a Christian?

• I was raised in the church/My parents were 
Christians / I’ve been a Christian as long as I 
can remember.

• I’ve had an experience that convinced me / 
The Holy Spirit confirmed it for me / God 
demonstrated His existence to me

• I was changed by Jesus / I use to be a
______ and God changed my life.

The Messiah changed my life

• Young man grew up in a large
family

• Separated from his siblings
• Got into trouble and went to 

prison
• According to him, the Messiah

visited him in his cell
• Changed his life Malcom X: Nation of Islam Leader
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I RECEIVED A WITNESS

= =
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Why are you a Christian?

• I was raised in the church/My parents were 
Christians / I’ve been a Christian as long as I 
can remember.

• I’ve had an experience that convinced me / 
The Holy Spirit confirmed it for me / God 
demonstrated His existence to me

• I was changed by Jesus / I use to be a
______ and God changed my life.

HOW DO WE ACCOMPLISH THIS?

THINK DEEPLY & VALUE
–Evidence
–Philosophy
–Good reasoning
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“If all the world were Christian, it might not matter if all 
the world were uneducated. But, as it is, a cultural life 
will exist outside the Church whether it exists inside or 
not. To be ignorant and simple now -- not to be able to
meet the enemies on their own ground -- would be to 
throw down our weapons, and to betray our uneducated 
brethren who have, under God, no defense but us against 
the intellectual attacks of the heathen. Good philosophy
must exist, if for no other reason, because bad 
philosophy needs to be answered. The cool intellect 
must work not only against cool intellect on the other 
side, but against the muddy heathen mysticisms which 
deny intellect altogether.” -C.S. Lewis (1939 just before World War II)

• Christians are not prepared 
to make a case for what 
they believe.

• Many in the church still
deny the need to be
prepared.
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WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES?

• Most teens can’t defend what they believe.
• 63% don’t believe Jesus is the Son of God
• 51% don’t believe Jesus rose from the dead
• 68% don’t believe the Holy Spirit is a real 

being.
• 60%-80% age 15-30 will leave the church

(many don’t return).

BUT THERE 

IS HOPE!
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My dad was a Southern Baptist Preacher and while I
was growing up I basically lived at the church. I knew all

of the Bible stories and was even baptized when I was 
eight…After graduating high school, I went to college to 

get a degree  in mechanical engineering. One might think 
a degree of this kind would involve little to no discussion of 

whether or not God exists, or if Jesus was a real person, 
but I encountered these and many more objections. I had a 

literature class where the professor gave a presentation on 
how Jesus was copied from other gods and how this 

explained away the “mythology” of Jesus. I had an 
electromagnetics course in which the professor viciously 

attacked the concept of intelligent design…I had a space 
technology  class in which the professor vehemently

argued for the existence of aliens but refused to 
acknowledge the existence of God. These are just a few 

examples from the many interactions I had with my 
professors. 

Unfortunately, most of our brothers and sisters in Christ 
are severely lacking in training and when they encounter 

even the weakest arguments, they are not prepared…As 
a Christian in the college setting, you are being constantly 

challenged, constantly poked and prodded. It is easy to 
throw your hands in the air, becoming convinced your faith 

is a lie when you are being trampled every day by both 
professors and peers. All Christians, but especially ones in 

college, must know what they believe and why they believe 
it if they have any hope of surviving with their faith 

intact…I think of college almost like an atheist ambush. 

The Christians are walking in totally unaware of the danger 
until it is too late, and the damage has already been done. 

That’s why I wanted to take the time to thank 
you…When I entered college, I was struggling with many 

of the objections I encountered. I discovered your podcast 
and your careful research. The evidentiary approach was 

incredibly helpful. As a result, I actually exited college with 
my faith even stronger than when I began. I want to 

encourage you to keep up the good work.

PODCAST: Cold Case Christianity

WEBSITE: www.coldcasechristianity.com
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A CALL TO ACTION

But in your hearts revere Christ as 
Lord. Always BE PREPARED to give 
an answer to everyone who asks 

you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have. But do this 

with gentleness and respect.
1 Peter 3:15

A CALL TO ACTION

• Pastor
• Theologian
• Spy
• Martyr
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A CALL TO ACTION

“Action springs not from 
thought, but from a 

readiness for 
responsibility.”

-Deitrich Bonhoeffer
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