
First Baptist Martin Family & Friends,  

We are all ready for this COVID-19 pandemic to be behind us 
and life to return to normal. Among the things we have missed 
the most over the past couple of months is the joy of being able 
to fellowship and worship together in the same building. 
Thankfully, we are going to soon be resuming our in-person 
gatherings on a modified schedule. The date we have set as our 
first Sunday “back together” is May 31st. We have chosen this 
date – after much prayer and consideration – to give us time to 
evaluate trends with this virus now that restrictions are being 
lifted and people are getting out more. We also wanted to allow 
our members some time to readjust while gaining some 
confidence and comfort with the idea of being in a public 
gathering with others. We would rather err on the side of being 
overly cautious with your safety and well-being instead of being 
reckless.  

We can assure you that when we return to our in-person 
gatherings we are going to do everything possible to provide a 
safe environment and conditions for us to worship freely and 
without fear. We do realize that due to risk factors and health 
conditions, not everyone will feel comfortable returning to our 
in-person gatherings immediately. We encourage you to listen 
to your doctors, pray, and return to church when you feel you 
are able to do so. No one is going to judge another in this 
matter. Our prayer is that we will all soon be back together and 
stronger than ever.  

We know you may have questions about what “church” is going 
to be like when we return. Let us try to answer some of them:  

Will we be back to our normal schedule immediately? 

NO! We have released a Three-Phase plan for our return to in-
person gatherings. We are going to begin by only resuming our 
Sunday morning worship gatherings through most of the 
summer. We will add Sunday evening services and Wednesday 
night activities in August.  

What about LIFE Groups & Sunday School? 

Since our return strategy begins with worship only at first, our 
LIFE Groups will continue to meet in virtual settings (such as 
ZOOM, for instance) throughout most of the summer. We are 
considering the option of allowing some adult LIFE Groups to 
resume in-person meetings on-campus in July. That option will 
be coordinated with the leaders of groups where members 
would not require additional care or ministries for children. If 
some groups do resume, they may be asked to relocate to a 
different room temporarily to allow for adequate social 
distancing measures. At this time, there will be no children’s or 
youth Sunday School classes on-campus until August.  

What about nursery? 

Yes. We will be offering nursery for newborns thru 2 years old. If 
your child is normally in the baby room, creeper room, PS 1 (A, 
B, or C) or PS 2 Sunday School classes then they will be eligible 
for childcare during either of the morning worship gatherings. 
Please note that this nursery option is different than normal, but 

we have changed the age requirements as a safety measure to 
limit the number of children in the nursery area at one time.  

Only one parent or guardian will be allowed to bring a child into 
the nursery area. Everyone in the nursery area (parents, 
children, and workers) will be required to have their 
temperature taken before entering. Anyone with a fever will not 
be allowed to remain. Also, children will not be allowed in the 
nursery area if they have a runny nose, cough, fever, or other 
indications of sickness that could be transmittable to others. 
Parents or guardians must come to the security checkpoint 
outside the nursery for child pick-up. Children will be brought 
out to their parents or guardians by a worker.  

What safety precautions are we taking as we return to  
in-person gatherings?  

Our custodial team will make sure that our worship center is 
clean, sanitized, and ready for worship each week. We will also 
have a team ready to clean and sanitize the worship center 
between our two services on Sunday mornings. We will do 
everything possible to keep you safe. Here is what we are asking 
you to do:  

 Since our worship services are close to being evenly split 
during the summer, we ask members to go to the service they 
would normally attend on Sunday.  

 We also ask you to use the entire worship center for seating.  
 Do not sit in clusters or crowd the space of others.  
 Spread out and try to exercise appropriate social distancing 

measures, especially during the first few weeks of our return 
to in-person gatherings.  

 We ask that you refrain from physical contact with others 
(don’t shake hands or hug others). 

 Be friendly, smile and welcoming to everyone, but do not 
make anyone feel uncomfortable or put them in an awkward 
position by initiating any kind of physical contact.  

 Stay home and worship online if you are sick or feel as if you 
are getting sick. 

 Stay home if you have knowingly had exposure or contact with 
someone diagnosed with the COVID-19 virus, or if you have 
recently travelled to an area with a large number of cases.  

Should I wear a mask to church?  

Masks are not required, but they are certainly welcomed if it 
makes you feel safer and more comfortable in your 
surroundings. 

Should older members and people in high-risk categories 
return to in-person gatherings immediately? 

We encourage anyone who fears they may be at risk to consult a 
physician before getting out in public. Please know that we 
understand and want what is best for you. If you are unable to 
return to our in-person gatherings initially, we encourage you to 
continue taking advantage of our online worship opportunities.  

We have missed you. We cannot wait to see you. It is going to be 
an awesome time getting to worship together again in the same 
place! Keep praying! Get excited!  


