
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Middle School 

A Test in the Wilderness 

Exodus 16:2-4, 13-20, 17:3-6 

Main Point: God’s goodness is shown through His sustaining grace toward His people. 

Summary: Even after God rescued and brought His people out of Egypt they 

complained. They complained about not having food or water. They even asked Moses 

why God would rescue them out of Egypt only to let them die in the desert from hunger 

and thirst. Despite their complaints, God provided, and gave specific instructions for 

the Israelites to only gather the food they needed for that day. He wanted them to 

trust Him to provide for them every single day instead of acting out of fear. When 

the people complained about the water, Moses cried out to God in frustration. Once 

again, God responded with grace and mercy toward his people by telling Moses the 

exact steps to take to give the people water. 

Questions: 

1. Today, you learned about how the Israelites complained after being rescued by 

God. What is your first reaction to the Israelites’ complaining? 

2. God would give the Israelites one days worth of food at a time. Why do you think 

God did that? (Parent Tip: Lead students to understand it was to make them 

depend on God – not themselves) 

3. When you complain to people around you, what does that show the world about 

your faith and your God? 

4. What are some ways our family can cut back on complaining in our home? 
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High School 

A Test in the Wilderness 

Exodus 16:2-4, 13-20, 17:3-6 

Main Point: God’s goodness is shown through His sustaining grace toward His people. 

Summary: Even after God rescued and brought His people out of Egypt they 

complained. They complained about not having food or water. They even asked Moses 

why God would rescue them out of Egypt only to let them die in the desert from hunger 

and thirst. Despite their complaints, God provided, and gave specific instructions for 

the Israelites to only gather the food they needed for that day. He wanted them to 

trust Him to provide for them every single day instead of acting out of fear. When 

the people complained about the water, Moses cried out to God in frustration. Once 

again, God responded with grace and mercy toward his people by telling Moses the 

exact steps to take to give the people water. 

Questions: 

1. When was the last time you complained about a difficult situation you were in? 

How did complaining help? 

2. How has God provided for you even in difficult times?  

3. How should this help you trust God always? 

4. When you complain to people around you, what does that show the world about 

your faith and your God? 

5. What are some ways our family can cut back on complaining in our home? 

 

 

 

 

As You Wake, Drive, Eat, and Go to Sleep 


