
Children and Youth Parent Meeting 
January 7, 2018 

 
FBC Martin Family Ministry exists to help families live the Great Commandment and 
fulfill the Great Commission. 
 

 To equip families with Scripture: helping them to see how the entire Bible points 
to Jesus Christ and the gospel, and to live in obedience to Jesus Christ in service 
through His church (Bible). 

 To make disciples who are disciple makers (Discipleship). 

 To train families to live on mission for God and practice evangelism as a part of 
their everyday life (Evangelism). 

 To teach families about missions and provide opportunities for families to serve 
on the mission field within their community, nation, and world (Missions). 

 To foster fellowship and love among our families that reflects Jesus Christ 
(Fellowship). 

 
New Resource Pages (Under Resources & Media on the website): 
 

 Children Resource Page 
o Bridging the Gap 
o Resources 
o Stay Up to Date 
o Forms 

 Youth Resource Page 
o Bridging the Gap 
o Resources 
o Stay Up to Date 
o Forms 

 Family Resource Page 
o Milestones 
o More Resources 

 
Bridging the Gap  
 
Each week, we will upload pdf documents on our Children and Youth resources pages 
on the website that correspond with the lessons being taught in Sunday School, Kids 
Worship, and Refuge.  These pages are intended to help you continue the conversation 
at home of what was taught here at church. 

 

 Questions will also be broken down for various age groups. 
o Children’s Ministry – (Preschool-Kindergarten and 1st-5th Grades) 
o Youth Ministry – (Middle School and High School) 

 
 



Simply click on the Resources & Media page on the website (found under more).  Then 
hover and click on either the Children’s Resources or Youth Resources links.  You can 
click on the links in the “Bridging the Gap” section of those pages to access these pdfs.  
Currently, “Bridging the Gap” is available for this morning’s Sunday School lessons for 
our children and youth as well as last Wednesday Night’s sermon in Refuge (Youth). 
 
Foundations  
 
This year, we are starting a Bible reading plan called Foundations.  This is a simple plan 
that helps you read, memorize, journal, and pray through Scripture.  We hope that you 
and your family will join us.  We have books for Children, Youth, and Adults.  The idea is 
that if every member of your family is working through this reading plan, it will help 
create conversations within your family about the Word.  It gives you something handy 
to always go to for your family devotional times during the week.  All books are $13 
each, and are still available.  We will start this journey together tomorrow, January 8. 
 
Milestones 
 
We want to celebrate the big moments of your children’s lives with you from the time 
they are born to when they graduate High School, which is why we are introducing the 
following milestone moments.  As your children reach these various moments in their 
lives, you will be contacted with further information about the latest milestone moment. 
 

1. Parent/Child Dedication – May 13 (Class on April 29) 
2. Kindergarten Promotion – August 5 
3. Fast Track with Parents – January 8 
4. The Plunge – July 29 
5. Purity for Life – September 16 
6. 8th Grade Banquet – May 11 
7. Rite of Passage – Date TBD 
8. Graduate Banquet – May 4 
9. Faith Commitment Celebrations – January 28, May 6, and August 26 

 
Have questions about some of these milestones?  Check out the descriptions below: 
 

1. Parent/Child Dedication 
 
When your child is born, we want to recognize you and your children as you 
dedicate them and yourselves to the Lord.  Every year on Mother’s Day, we have 
Parent/Child Dedication where we recognize your family and commit to pray for 
you as a church.  A few weeks before that morning, each year, we will have a 
mandatory class for you to attend about our Parent/Child Dedication.  This 
meeting will take place on a Sunday morning during the Sunday School hour.  In 
that class, we will give you some resources for new parents, talk about how you 
can start the discipleship process at home, and give you a glimpse at our 
Children’s Ministry here at FBC Martin. 



Did you miss out on Parent/Child Dedication when your child was born?  You can 
still participate, no matter the age of your child. 
 

2. Kindergarten Promotion 
 
As your child is transitioning into Kindergarten both at school and here at FBC 
Martin, we want to take the time to recognize them.  At the beginning of each 
school year, we will acknowledge the new Kindergartners in our Sunday morning 
worship services.  That same morning, we will have a mandatory class for you to 
attend about our Kindergarten Promotion during the Sunday School hour.  In that 
class, we will give you some resources for this new stage in your child’s life, talk 
about how you can continue the discipleship process at home, and give you a 
glimpse at some of the new programs they can participate in through our 
Children’s Ministry here at FBC Martin. 
 

3. Fast Track with Parents 
 
Before your child leaves Children’s Ministry, in 5th Grade, we offer a 9 week 
course that takes them through the Bible called Fast Track.  During the first week 
of Fast Track, we invite the parents of our kids to attend with them.  We will serve 
you a meal and allow you to sit in on the first lesson of Fast Track.  We will also 
show you how to follow up with your child each week at home as they continue 
through Fast Track.  We want to partner with the parents through Fast Track as 
we seek to lay a solid, biblical foundation for your child before they move on to 
Middle School. 
 

4. The Plunge 
 
The Plunge is a pool party/informational meeting for incoming 6th grade students 
and their parents. This is a time where our incoming 6th graders come together 
right before school starts for a pool party while the parents have an informational 
meeting over the youth group. This will be a time of going over the various 
opportunities that their students will have as they step into the Youth Ministry. It 
will also serve as a time for Q & A for any questions parents may have during this 
important time in their student's life. 
 

5. Purity for Life 
 
Purity for Life is a time for 6th-8th grade parents to come together for a training 
time on how to speak wisdom and life into their students over such an 
uncomfortable topic during a very pivotal time in their lives. While it may be 
uncomfortable, it's absolutely vital - if our students aren't hearing it from the 
church, they'll hear it from the world. This is open to any parents who have a 
student in 6th-8th grade. Parents are welcome to come any time during this three 
year period depending on when they are looking to have the "talk" with their 
student. 



6. 8th Grade Banquet 
 
The 8th Grade Banquet will serve as a time to honor and celebrate our 8th 
graders completing middle school and challenge them as they take a big step in 
their lives - going to high school. This will be a great evening of fellowship as we 
celebrate this big moment in the lives of our 8th graders. 
 

7. Rite of Passage 
 
Rite of Passage is a time to celebrate our teenagers as they begin to take a step 
into adulthood (though it doesn't mean they are adults yet!). This is open to both 
parents and students. The students we are targeting here are the 9th-11th grade 
students. This will be a great time of training, fun, and fellowship as we make 
much of this important time in the lives of our students, and as they begin to 
make strides into adulthood. This night will be all about adding to the foundation 
that exists to help them continue to grow closer to Christ instead of growing away 
from Christ, as is the norm for many teenagers during this stage of life. Families 
are encouraged to attend any year they want during their students 9th-11th grade 
years. 
 

8. Graduate Banquet 
 
The Senior Graduate Banquet will serve as a time to honor and celebrate our 
graduating high school seniors as they complete high school and challenge them 
as they take the next step in their adult life. This will be a great evening of 
fellowship as we celebrate this huge moment in the lives of our graduating high 
school seniors. 
 

9. Faith Commitment Celebrations 
 
When your child receives Christ as their personal Lord and Savior, no matter the 
age, we want to celebrate that big moment with you.  Throughout the year, we 
will have Faith Commitment Celebrations and invite the entire family to attend.  
These will take place on Sunday mornings during the Sunday School hour.  We 
will offer you a light breakfast, offer you some time to celebrate with your 
children, and have some resources available for you.  We hope you will join us 
as we celebrate the decision that your child has made. 
 
Note: this milestone will not fall neatly between other milestones.  This will be 
different for every child.  So whether they are a child or a youth, we want to 
celebrate with you whenever they give their lives to Christ. 

 
 
 
 



Stay Up to Date: 
 

 Remind Texting Service 
o Kindergarten – 2nd Grade: Text @fbckidsk-2 to 81010 
o 3rd – 5th Grade: Text @fbckids3-5 to 81010 
o Middle School: Text @fbcmjrhigh to 81010 
o High School: Text @fbcmsrhigh to 81010 
o Youth Parents: Text @fbcmyouth to 81010 

 

 Mailchimp (monthly newsletters) 
o Children: http://eepurl.com/JuWaD  
o Youth: http://eepurl.com/deNXrj  

 

 Parent Facebook Groups (how to sign up) 
o Children: Search “FBC Martin Children's Parents” on Facebook 
o Youth: Search “FBC Martin Youth Parents” on Facebook 

 
Important Dates: 
 

 Faith Commitment Celebration – January 28 

 Richard Ross (Parenting Conference) – March 18 

 Parent Meeting – April 22 

http://eepurl.com/JuWaD
http://eepurl.com/deNXrj

