
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kids Camp 2019 – Summary 

The Life of Joseph – Genesis 37; 39-50 
Main Point: We can trust that God is in control. 

Parent Tip: Take some time to read through the following information while your children are at camp. You 
can then review the life of Joseph with them when they return and discuss the questions provided at the 
end of this document. 

Summary: The story of Joseph is a story about the sovereignty of God in Joseph’s life, the life of his family, 
and the nation of Israel as a whole (that God was in control). It begins with Jacob following in the footsteps 
of his parents by playing favorites with his children. Because of his favoritism of Joseph, seen through him 
giving Joseph a coat of many colors, his other children became jealous of Joseph. Then, when Joseph began 
having dreams about how his family would all bow down to him one day, his brothers’ jealousy led to some 
sinful actions. They all conspired to throw Joseph into a pit and kill him. Thankfully, Reuben and Judah 
stopped their brothers from sinning in this manner. Reuben began by asking them not to kill Joseph and just 
leave him in the pit. Judah then kept Joseph from starving to death in the pit by suggesting that they sell 
him to some men travelling to Egypt. In the end, they got rid of Joseph and lied to their father by telling him 
that Joseph had been killed, returning his bloody coat of many colors to their father. Joseph then found 
himself as a slave in Egypt, trusting that God had a plan in the midst of his troubles. Although Abraham’s 
family had grown, they still struggled with the problem of sin, as they awaited for the promised Messiah that 
would one day come from their family. As Joseph found himself in slavery in Egypt, the highs and lows of his 
life continued. Despite his harsh circumstances, Joseph continued to obediently follow God as a slave in 
Potiphar’s house. As a result, Potiphar put him in charge of everything in his house and trusted him. 
Potiphar’s wife, however, tempted Joseph to sin, and when Joseph refused to do so, she lied about him to 
get him in trouble. Joseph did the right thing when he ran from her temptations, but Potiphar chose to believe 
his wife (and not Joseph) and threw Joseph into prison. Once again Joseph found himself in a place he did 
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Kids Camp 2019 – Summary 

 The Life of Joseph – Genesis 37; 39-50 
Summary Continued: not belong (having done nothing wrong) and once again, Joseph chose to continue to 
obediently follow God. God blessed him in prison, and the prison keeper put Joseph in charge of the rest of 
the prisoners. Through it all, God was with Joseph. Even though his circumstances were not always great, 
Joseph obeyed God and trusted that God was in control. In prison, God continued to bless Joseph. One day, 
2 of Pharaoh’s most trusted men (the cupbearer and the chief baker) were thrown into prison and put in 
Joseph’s charge. Both men had dreams and asked Joseph what they meant. God had given Joseph the ability 
to understand and interpret dreams. The cupbearer’s dream was about a vine with 3 branches full of grapes. 
Joseph told the cupbearer that in 3 days he would get his old job back for Pharaoh and be released from 
prison. The chief baker’s dream was about 3 baskets on his head with birds eating out of the top basket. 
Joseph told the chief baker that in 3 days he would be killed for his crimes against Pharaoh. Joseph asked 
the cupbearer to remember him when he was released. He explained to the cupbearer that he did not deserve 
to be in prison. Then, 3 days later, everything happened just as Joseph had predicted. The cupbearer went 
back to his job, and the chief baker was killed. The cupbearer, however, forgot about Joseph, and Joseph 
remained in prison. Joseph remained in prison in Egypt for 2 years. It was then that Pharaoh had 2 dreams. 
In the first dream, 7 very healthy cows were eaten by 7 ugly, skinny cows. In the second dream, 7 very 
healthy ears of grain were eaten by 7 thin ears of grain. In both dreams, there was no change to the ugly, 
skinny cows or the thin ears of grain. When none of Pharaoh’s wise men could explain the dreams to him, 
the cupbearer remembered Joseph and what Joseph had done for him in prison. He told Pharaoh that Joseph 
could interpret dreams. Pharaoh released Joseph from prison, and with God’s help, Joseph interpreted 
Pharaoh’s dreams. He told Pharaoh that 7 years of plentiful harvest were coming, followed by 7 years of a 
severe famine. The famine would be so bad that they would forget how great it had been in the 7 plentiful 
years. He advised Pharaoh to stockpile food to prepare for the famine. Pharaoh liked the plan that God had 
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 The Life of Joseph – Genesis 37; 39-50 
Summary Continued: given Joseph and put Joseph in charge. Joseph became second in command in Egypt, 
under Pharaoh. God continued to bless Joseph by giving him a family, a wife and 2 sons. When the famine 
hit 7 years later, people from Egypt and the surrounding lands had to go to Joseph if they wanted any food. 
God was getting ready to use Joseph in a mighty way. As a result of the famine, which also affected Canaan, 
Joseph’s father, Jacob, and his brothers found themselves in need of food. Jacob sent 10 of his sons down 
to Egypt to get more food for them. When they arrived, they ran into Joseph, who Pharaoh had put in charge 
of all of the food. They did not recognize Joseph and bowed down to him out of respect. Joseph recognized 
his brothers. He accused them of being spies and asked about their family back home. Hearing that his father 
and other brother, Benjamin, were doing well, Joseph requested that Benjamin come with them on their next 
trip. He kept Simeon in Egypt and let the rest of his brothers return home, giving them their money back as 
well as the food. Jacob did not want to send Benjamin to Egypt, but there were no other options. He eventually 
allowed Benjamin to go when Judah made a pledge to his father to look after him. The brothers returned to 
Egypt with Benjamin and the money that been given back to them. Joseph then invited them all to a feast. 
Even though they still did not know who he was, Joseph was pleased to be able to help his family in a time 
of need. He chose to love and forgive them for all that they had done, rather than seek revenge and withhold 
food from them. Joseph was beginning to see the plan God had had for him from the very beginning. After 
the feast that Joseph threw for his brothers, he sent them back home with another portion of food and once 
again returned their money to them without them knowing. He also slipped one of his silver cups into 
Benjamin’s bag. Then, Joseph sent his men after his brothers to arrest them for stealing from his house. 
When they arrived back in Egypt, they quickly told Joseph that they had done nothing wrong, and they did 
not know how the money or the cup got in their bags. Joseph said he would only arrest the man who had the 
silver cup, and that man was Benjamin. Judah spoke up and explained to Joseph that they could not leave 
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 The Life of Joseph – Genesis 37; 39-50 
Summary Continued: Benjamin in Egypt. He told Joseph that their father, Jacob, would die from grief if he 
lost another son, after losing Joseph. So Judah owned up to the pledge that he had made to his father. He 
offered his own life in place of Benjamin’s and told Joseph that he would be willing to take Benjamin’s place 
in prison so that Benjamin could return home. In the same way, Jesus stepped in for us to take our place. 
We deserve punishment for our sin, but when Jesus died on the cross, He paid the penalty for us. By rising 
again, He made it possible for us to be saved and to live with Him forever. Joseph was then left with a very 
tough decision. He could seek revenge on his brothers for all the ways that they had mistreated him, or he 
could choose to forgive them, like God would want him to do. Joseph ultimately chose forgiveness. He did 
not agree with what his brothers had done, but he saw all that God had done as a result. Joseph knew that 
God had sent him to Egypt so that he would be there to save his family during the famine. He told his brothers 
that the reason they were alive was because of what God had done through Joseph’s life. Joseph invited his 
brothers and his father to move to Egypt to live with him. Pharaoh even gave them Egypt’s best land. They 
all moved to Egypt, and Jacob was very pleased to see his son, Joseph, again. Several years later, Jacob 
passed away. When he died, Joseph’s brothers feared that Joseph might seek revenge for the way they had 
treated him. Joseph once again assured his brothers that he loved them and had forgiven them. He told them 
God had been in control the entire time. God had a plan from the very beginning, and Joseph was glad that 
God had sent him to Egypt so that he could provide for his family during the famine. Jacob’s family, the 
nation of Israel, was now in Egypt, but God promised Jacob that they would not stay there forever. He 
promised to send them back home to the Promised Land, the land of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Then, one 
day far in the future, the Messiah, Jesus, would come, and He would come from Judah’s family. 
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 The Life of Joseph – Genesis 37; 39-50 
Questions: 

1. Would you ever bow down to your brother or sister, especially if they were younger than you? Would 
you ever bow down to your children one day? Why or why not? (Explain to your children how in those 
days parents and older siblings would have never bowed down to their children or younger siblings.) 

2. What is the worst thing you have ever done to your brother or sister when you have been upset with 
them? What do you wish you would have done instead? (Allow them to share examples from their 
own lives and be ready to share one from your life as well.) 

3. How would you feel if you were punished when you were trying to live obediently to God’s commands? 
Would you want to stop following God? (After your children have had time to answer, provide your 
own thoughts. Encourage them to be honest with their answers.) 

4. Why is it important for us to continue to follow Jesus when life is hard? (Explain that the most 
important reason is because He has commanded us to follow Him no matter what, but also because it 
shows that we trust Him, know that He is in control, and know that He will always be by our side.) 

5. What gifts has God given you that you can use to serve Him? (After your children have had time to 
answer, share with them some of the gifts that God has given you.) 

6. Would you be willing to take the punishment for someone you loved? Someone who you do not like? 
(After the children have had time to answer, provide your own thoughts.) 

7. How does Judah’s sacrifice mirror the sacrifice Jesus made for us? (Show them how Judah’s 
willingness to take Benjamin’s punishment is a picture of Jesus taking the punishment we deserve 
for our sin by dying on the cross.) 

8. What has God taught you throughout this study of Joseph’s life? (After your children have had time 
to answer, provide your own thoughts.) 
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