
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preschool & Pre-K 

The Kingdom Divided – 1 Kings 11-12 
Story Point: God divided Israel into 2 kingdoms. 

Summary: Because King Solomon did not love God with his whole heart and let his wives lead him to worship 
false gods, God was angry with Solomon. God said, “You will be king the rest of your life, but your son will 
only be king over 1 tribe.” When King Solomon died, his son Rehoboam became king. The people told 
Rehoboam, “Solomon made us work hard. We will be happy to serve you if you make our work easier.” 
Rehoboam told the workers, “I will make your work harder!” The people did not want to serve him as king, 
so they made Jeroboam king of Israel (the Northern Kingdom). Rehoboam ruled over only one tribe: the 
Southern Kingdom of Judah. Back in Israel, Jeroboam made 2 golden calves. “Look!” he said. “These golden 
calves are the gods who saved your families out of Egypt. You can worship them.” Jeroboam led all of the 
people to worship false gods instead of the one true God. 

Questions: 

Big Picture Question: What does God know? God knows everything. 

1. Did King Solomon love God with his whole heart? (No, his wives led him to worship false gods.) 
2. Was Rehoboam kind to his workers? (No. He made their work harder.) 
3. How many tribes did Solomon’s son, Rehoboam rule over? (1 tribe, the Southern Kingdom of Judah.) 
4. What did Jeroboam make for the people of Israel to worship? (2 golden calves) 
5. Who is the perfect King? (Jesus – see below) 
6. Memorize James 1:5a as a family: “Now if any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God.” 

Christ Connection: No king led God’s people perfectly. Solomon sinned, and Israel was divided between 2 
kings. God’s people needed a perfect king. God would send His own son, Jesus, to be King. Jesus is better 
than Solomon. Jesus is a perfect King who brings God’s people together. 

As You Wake, Drive, Eat, and Go to Sleep 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten – 2nd Grade 

The Kingdom Divided – 1 Kings 11-12 
Story Point: God divided Israel into 2 kingdoms because Solomon sinned. 

Summary: King Solomon did not love God with his whole heart and began to worship false gods his wives 
worshiped. God said, “Since you have done this, I will take the kingdom away from you. You will be king the 
rest of your life, but when your son becomes king, he will lose everything except for 1 tribe.” When Solomon 
died, his son Rehoboam became king. The people told Rehoboam, “Your father, Solomon, made us work too 
hard. We will gladly serve you if you make our work easier.” Rehoboam told the workers, “My father did 
not make you work hard enough! I will make your work even harder!” The people did not want to serve a 
king like Rehoboam, so they made Jeroboam king. Jeroboam became king of the Northern Kingdom, Israel, 
and Rehoboam became king of the Southern Kingdom, Judah. Jeroboam was not a good king for Israel. He 
led all the people to worship the false gods instead of the one true God. 

Questions: 

Big Picture Question: What does God know? God knows everything about the past, present, and future. 

1. How did Solomon and Jeroboam sin? (By worshiping and leading others to worship false gods.) 
2. What did Rehoboam say that angered the people? (He promised to make their work even harder.) 
3. Why did God allow Rehoboam to stay king over Judah? (Explain that it was because God had promised 

David that someone in his family would always be king, and that the Messiah would one day come from 
his family.) 

Christ Connection: King Solomon failed to lead God’s people perfectly. God’s people needed a better king, a 
perfect king! Through David’s family, God would send His own Son, Jesus Christ, to be a perfect King over 
God’s people forever. Jesus is greater than Solomon. Jesus brings His people together and leads them back 
to God.  

As You Wake, Drive, Eat, and Go to Sleep 



 
 

3rd – 5th Grade 

The Kingdom Divided – 1 Kings 11-12 
Story Point: God divided Israel into 2 kingdoms because Solomon sinned. 

Summary: King Solomon did not love God with his whole heart and began to worship false gods his wives 
worshiped. God said, “Since you have done this, I will take the kingdom away from you. You will be king the 
rest of your life, but when your son becomes king, he will lose everything except for 1 tribe.” When Solomon 
died, his son Rehoboam became king. The people told Rehoboam, “Your father, Solomon, made us work too 
hard. We will gladly serve you if you make our work easier.” Rehoboam told the workers, “My father did 
not make you work hard enough! I will make your work even harder!” The people did not want to serve a 
king like Rehoboam, so they made Jeroboam king. Jeroboam became king of the Northern Kingdom, Israel, 
and Rehoboam became king of the Southern Kingdom, Judah. Jeroboam was not a good king for Israel. He 
led all the people to worship the false gods instead of the one true God. 

Questions: 

Big Picture Question: What does God know? God knows everything about the past, present, and future. 

1. Why wasn’t Solomon the right king for God’s people? (Explain that Israel needed a perfect King. 
Jesus is the only perfect King who can bring us back to God – see below.) 

2. What kinds of things distract you from God? Discuss. (Allow them to share some examples and be 
open and honest about your life as well. Remind them to fight temptation and choose to follow God.) 

3. What hope do we have even when our lives are turned upside down by sin? (Share the gospel.) 

Christ Connection: King Solomon failed to lead God’s people perfectly. God’s people needed a better king, a 
perfect king! Through David’s family, God would send His own Son, Jesus Christ, to be a perfect King over 
God’s people forever. Jesus is greater than Solomon. Jesus brings His people together and leads them back 
to God. 

As You Wake, Drive, Eat, and Go to Sleep 


