
“Self-righteous Service  
Versus True Service”	

		Foster,	Richard	J.	(2009-03-17).	Celebra=on	of	Discipline	(pp.	129-130).	
HarperCollins.	Kindle	Edi=on.	If	true	service	is	to	be	understood	and	prac=ced,	it	
must	be	dis=nguished	clearly	from	“self-righteous	service.”		

Self-righteous	service	comes	through	human	effort.	It	expends	immense	
amounts	of	energy	calcula<ng	and	scheming	how	to	render	the	service.	
Sociological	charts	and	surveys	are	devised	so	we	can	“help	those	
people.”	True	service	comes	from	a	rela<onship	with	the	divine	Other	
deep	inside	.	We	serve	out	of	whispered	promp<ngs,	divine	urgings.	
Energy	is	expended	but	it	is	not	the	fran<c	energy	of	the	flesh.	Thomas	
Kelly	writes,	“I	find	He	never	guides	us	into	an	intolerable	scramble	of	
pan<ng	feverishness.”		

Self-righteous	service	is	impressed	with	the	“big	deal.”	It	is	concerned	to	
make	impressive	gains	on	ecclesias<cal	score-boards.	It	enjoys	serving,	
especially	when	the	service	is	<tanic.	True	service	finds	it	almost	
impossible	to	dis<nguish	the	small	from	the	large	service.	Where	a	
difference	is	noted,	the	true	servant	is	oKen	drawn	to	the	small	service,	
not	out	of	false	modesty	,	but	because	he	genuinely	sees	it	as	the	more	
important	task.	He	indiscriminately	welcomes	all	opportuni<es	to	serve.		

	 	 	 	 	 con=nue………	
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Pastor’s note…… 
"You must present as the LORD's portion the best and holiest part of everything given to you.” 

 Numbers 18:29 

God has given every human being on earth the gift of life and time.  Numbers 18:29 says we are to 
give our best and holiest part of everything back to Him.  The assumption of this verse (and reality) 

is that life and time are given to us by God not just for us but for Him and others.  We are to give 
the Lord our best. Our schedules are packed and thin but have you considered if the Lord 

has priority of your time and life?   

So here's a challenge for us this year: as followers of Jesus Christ at Community Presbyterian 
Church of La Mirada who desire to grow in faith, to obtain fullness of life in Jesus Christ, and 
to build the Kingdom of God, every week would you:  WORSHIP together, connect with others in 
LIFE GROUP, and SERVE God and others in at least one area at CPCLM.  The number geek in 
me calculates at most that it is 3.5% of our total time in a week and at least it is 1.8% of our total 
time.  That’s a big return on a small investment of time. (This does not include your time in prayer 
and in God’s Word that you’ve been already doing.) 
My prayer is for you to spiritually grow and take intentional steps in Christ.  Instead of going 
church, would you take this challenge as a clear way to be the church?  May the best and holiest 
part of you and your family be a fragrance rising up to the Lord and shine to those around you. 
God has given you all that you need already to walk with Him because you have the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  God bless you!     

       In Christ, 
Pastor Jason Ko

Thank You to all who have been donating food!  
Everyone at Good Sam is very much 
appreciative! 

The Good Sam Pantry is a Ministry at Beatitudes 
of Our Lord Catholic Church in La Mirada.  
Good Sam has been serving the community for 
over 40 years.  They are a weekly food bank that 
distributes in La Mirada.  They distribute food 
on Thursday’s 4:30pm to 5:30pm.  Good Sam is 
excited to partner with CPCLM, together we can 
better serve our community. Our food pantry is 
available to the elderly, low income, disabled, 
and unemployed.  Please feel free to visit and/or 
volunteer. 

FEBRUARY - please donate boxed pasta, boxed 
rice and/or potatoes. 

Thank You!

A special note from Carmen Rawson with 
Good Sam Food Pantry
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Let us welcome our new Deacons and Elders!!!

We would like to add you to 
our Birthday list!  Please notify 
us by sending an email to 
office@cpclm.org

Are you receiving our weekly 
CPCLM weekly email?  If you are 
not receiving it, please contact 
the church or send an email to 
office@cpclm.org to be added to 
the list. LIFE GROUP 

ARE YOU 
CONNECTED? 

Speak to a Life Group leader 
or contact the church office if 

you have any questions.

FRIDAYS                  
6:00pm in rm 7  

cpclm.youth@gmail.com

SUNDAYS                 

 10:00am in rm 5   
cpclmkids@gmail.com

con=nue…..	

Self-righteous	service	requires	external	rewards.	It	needs	to	
know	that	people	see	and	appreciate	the	effort.	It	seeks	
human	applause—with	proper	religious	modesty	of	course.	
True	service	rests	contented	in	hiddenness.	It	does	not	fear	
the	lights	and	blare	of	aNen<on,	but	it	does	not	seek	them	
either.	Since	it	is	living	out	of	a	new	Center	of	reference,	the	
divine	nod	of	approval	is	completely	sufficient.	

Self-righteous	service	is	highly	concerned	about	results.	It	
eagerly	waits	to	see	if	the	person	served	will	reciprocate	in	
kind.	It	becomes	biNer	when	the	results	fall	below	
expecta<ons.	True	service	is	free	of	the	need	to	calculate	
results.	It	delights	only	in	the	service.	It	can	serve	enemies	
as	freely	as	friends.	

Self-righteous	service	picks	and	chooses	whom	to	serve.	
Some<mes	the	high	and	powerful	are	served	because	that	
will	ensure	a	certain	advantage.	Some<mes	the	low	and	
defenseless	are	served	because	that	will	ensure	a	humble	
image.	True	service	is	indiscriminate	in	its	ministry.	It	has	
heard	the	command	of	Jesus	to	be	the	“servant	of	
all”	(Mark	9:	35).	Brother	Francis	of	Assisi	notes	in	a	leNer,	
“Being	the	servant	of	all	,	I	am	bound	to	serve	all	and	to	
administer	the	balm-bearing	words	of	my	lord.”		

Self-righteous	service	is	affected	by	moods	and	whims	.	It	
can	serve	only	when	there	is	a	“feeling”	to	serve	(“	moved	
by	the	Spirit”	as	we	say).	Ill	health	or	inadequate	sleep	
controls	the	desire	to	serve.	True	service	ministers	simply	
and	faithfully	because	there	is	a	need.	It	knows	that	the	
“feeling	to	serve	”	can	oKen	be	a	hindrance	to	true	service.	
The	service	disciplines	the	feelings	rather	than	allowing	the	
feeling	to	control	the	service.		

Self-righteous	service	is	temporary.	It	func<ons	only	while	
the	specific	acts	of	service	are	being	performed.	Having	
served,	it	can	rest	easy.	True	service	is	a	life	-style.	It	acts	
from	ingrained	paNerns	of	living.	It	springs	spontaneously	to	
meet	human	need.		

Self-righteous	service	is	insensi<ve.	It	insists	on	mee<ng	the	
need	even	when	to	do	so	would	be	destruc<ve.	It	demands	
the	opportunity	to	help.	True	service	can	withhold	the	
service	as	freely	as	perform	it.	It	can	listen	with	tenderness	
and	pa<ence	before	ac<ng.	It	can	serve	by	wai<ng	in	
silence.	“They	also	serve	who	only	stand	and	wait.”		

Self-righteous	service	fractures	community.	In	the	final	
analysis,	once	all	the	religious	trappings	are	removed,	it	
centers	in	the	glorifica<on	of	the	individual.	Therefore	it	
puts	others	into	its	debt	and	becomes	one	of	the	most	
subtle	and	destruc<ve	forms	of	manipula<on	known.	True	
service	builds	community.	It	quietly	and	unpreten<ously	
goes	about	caring	for	the	needs	of	others.	It	draws	,	binds,	
heals,	builds.	

	 “ just	as	the	Son	of	Man	did	not	come	to	be	served,	
but	to	serve,	and	to	give	his	life	as	a	ransom	for	
many.”							 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 				MaRhew	20:28	

JON HAYES-Deacon He has been at CPCLM for 11 years.  
His gift is in music and he also has a gift in socializing with 
others.  He is looking forward to serving the church and our 
community.  His hope is that CPCLM continues to grow and 
grow stronger in the Lord each day.

NATHAN FLORES-Elder He has been part of this church 
family for 30 years.  His gifts are in service and leadership.  
He loves working behind the scenes.  He looks forward to 
continuing to see how God will use CPCLM to impact this 
community in Jesus’ name and being part of the spiritual 
leadership of this church.  He hopes that God raises up godly 
men and women to become disciples as He uses us in His 
great commission.

SCOTT WALN-Elder He has been part of CPCLM his entire 
life.  His gifts are in teaching, music, and people.  He looks 
forward to pleasing God in His Church and the community.  
His hope for CPCLM is that God will use the people and our 
campus to build leaders in His eyes.

Aline Oswalt  3 
Lori Cryer  8 
Marjorie Sanders 16 
Pia Mabini  17 
Pat Shin  17 
Vivian Stout  19 
Pat Hawkinson 22 
Jack Minsker  26 

DAISY MABINI-Deacon She has been here at CPCLM for 28 
years.  She finds her gifts in cooking and writing personal 
notes to friends and family.  She looks forward to keeping in 
contact with members and praying with and for them.  Her 
hope for CPCLM is that members come to church to worship 
faithfully and commit to serving by getting involved.
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