
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	A word from Pastor Dave 

Church Events 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF 
SOUTH POINT COMMUNITY CHURCH  

JANUARY 2019– VOLUME 21 

• Jan 8th – Prayer @ 7 pm 

• Jan 9th – Men’s Bible  

Study Begins 

• Jan 19th – Men’s 

Breakfast  

• Jan 19th – Games Night 

• Jan 20th Communion 

• Jan 22nd – Women’s Bible 

Study Begins @ 7 pm 

• Feb. 10th – Annual 

Meeting 

Connection 
The 

In	your	relationships	with	one	another,	have	the	same	mindset	as	Christ	
Jesus:	Who,	being	in	very	nature	God,	did	not	consider	equality	with	God	
something	to	be	used	to	his	own	advantage;	rather,	he	made	himself	
nothing	by	taking	the	very	nature	of	a	servant	…	he	humbled	himself	by	
becoming	obedient	to	death—	even	death	on	a	cross!	Therefore,	God	
exalted	him	to	the	highest	place	and	gave	him	the	name	that	is	above	
every	name	…	Therefore,	my	dear	friends	…	continue	to	work	out	your	
salvation	with	fear	and	trembling,	for	it	is	God	who	works	in	you	to	will	
and	to	act	in	order	to	fulfill	his	good	purpose	…	so	that	you	may	become	
blameless	and	pure,	“children	of	God	without	fault	in	a	warped	and	

crooked	generation.”	Then	you	will	shine	among	them	like	stars	in	the	sky	
as	you	hold	firmly	to	the	word	of	life.”	(Philippians	2:5-16a,	NIV)	

In	Ephesians	2:8-9	the	Apostle	Paul	writes,	“For	 it	 is	by	grace	you	
have	been	saved,	through	faith—and	this	is	not	from	yourselves,	it	
is	the	gift	of	God—	not	by	works,	so	that	no	one	can	boast.”	(NIV)	So	
how	can	Paul	emphatically	say	to	the	Ephesians	that	they	are	not	
saved	by	their	works	and	at	the	same	time	be	telling	the	Christians	
in	Philippi	to	work	out	their	salvation?	Our	salvation	is	secure	and	
complete	 in	 the	 finished	 work	 of	 the	 cross	 and	 it	 is	 literally	
AWESOME.	Essentially	our	ongoing,	practical	pursuit	of	growing	in	
our	 experience	 and	 understanding	 of	 all	 that	 it	means	 to	 be	 the	
humble	 but	 royally	 adopted	 sons	 and	daughters	 of	 our	Heavenly	
Father	is	so	profound	that	we	get	to	be	continually	becoming	more	
aware	of	all	that	this	entails	for	our	entire	lives.	
Yet	if	a	Christian	does	not	pursue	their	Christian	life	they	can	easily	
live	in	a	state	of	spiritual	immaturity.	We	can	see	the	remark	made	
in	Hebrews	5:12	as	a	warning	about	this	very	issue,	“In	fact,	though	
Continued	on	next	page…	



	

	

by	 this	 time	 you	 ought	 to	 be	 teachers,	 you	 need	
someone	 to	 teach	 you	 the	 elementary	 truths	 of	
God’s	word	all	over	again.	You	need	milk,	not	solid	
food!”	Like	a	brick	house	the	Christian	 life	 is	built	
through	time	and	diligence	not	just	time	alone.	This	
means	for	most	Christians	there	should	be	a	daily,	
personalized	plan	for	growing	in	an	area	where	we	
feel	 God	 is	 challenging	 us.	 But	 there	 are	 a	 few	
aspects	to	this	that	might	surprise	many	Christians.	
This	is	not	just	about	knowing	more	things	from	the	
Bible.	This	is	not	just	an	independent	study.	And	this	
is	to	become	a	better	servant	not	a	better	student.	
Everything	we	learn	and	experience	must	be	quickly	
implemented	 into	 our	 lives.	 Within	 24	 hours	 we	
should	 at	 least	 be	 sharing	what	we	 have	 learned	

and	experienced	with	someone	else.	Because	this	is	
about	God's	 “good	purpose”	being	worked	out	 in	
our	 “relationships”	 in	 order	 that	 the	 light	 of	 His	
glory	 may	 “shine”	 through	 us;	 His	 “humble”	
“servants”.	
So	 where	 and	 when	 does	 such	 a	 personalized	
growth	plan	start?	Remember	this	is	in	partnership	
“with	God	who	works	in	you”	and	it	is	in	the	context	
of	 “your	 relationships”	as	you	“hold	 firmly	 to	 the	
word	of	life”.	The	key	is	where	does	what	you	are	
reading	 (or	 hearing)	 from	 the	 Bible	 happen	 to	
intersect	with	your	relationships	in	your	life?	This	is	
what	 becomes	 the	 growing	 edge	 for	 each	 of	 us.	
Daily	 adding	 another	 layer	 of	 bricks	 and	
occasionally	going	back	to	fill	in	any	gaps.	

A	word	from	Pastor	Dave	continued…	

Christmas at SPCC! 



	

	

THERE’S A NEW YEAR COMIN’ 
 

 The New Year can often bring a mixed bag of 
emotions and memories for many of us. Some may 
have just experienced the best year ever and look 
forward to an even greater one looming ahead. 
Others may have just trudged through one deep 
struggle after another. The fresh calendar year brings 
desperate hope for things to be better, with an ache 
for the still-fresh wounds to slowly begin their process 
of healing. 
Whether you’ve just walked through the greatest year 
of your life, or are incredibly glad to see this one 
finally over, one truth still rings clear amidst it all. You 
are not alone. Not ever. 
Our God is a “with us" God. On the heels of the 
celebration of the birth of our King, that reminder has 
the power to carry us right into a fresh, new start. He 
is Immanuel, God with us. And though things and 
people around us shift and change, our God never 
changes. 
  

Barnabas Notes A Prayer to Keep God First this New Year: 
 

Dear God, 
   Thank you that you make all things new. Thank you for 
all that you've allowed into our lives this past year, the 
good along with the hard things, which have reminded us 
how much we need you and rely on your presence filling 
us every single day. 
   We pray for your Spirit to lead us each step of this New 
Year. We ask that you guide our decisions and turn our 
hearts to deeply desire you above all else. We ask that 
you open doors needing to be opened and close the ones 
needing to be shut tight. We ask that you help us release 
our grip on the things to which you’ve said “no,” “not yet,” 
or “wait.” We ask for help to pursue you first, above every 
dream and desire you’ve put within our hearts. 
   Shine your light in us, through us, over us. May we 
make a difference in this world, for your glory and 
purposes. Set your way before us. May all your plans 
succeed. We may reflect your peace and hope to a world 
that so desperately needs your presence and healing. 
   To you be glory and honor, in this New Year, and 
forever.  
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 



	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Yields approx. 36 cookies 
INGREDIENTS 
 

Whisk together and set aside 
• 2 cups  all-purpose flour 
• 1 teaspoon  baking soda 
• 1 teaspoon  baking powder 
• 1 teaspoon  kosher salt 

 

Cream wet ingredients 
• 1 cup  unsalted butter, softened 
• 1 cup  sugar 
• 1 cup  dark brown sugar, firmly packed 
• 2 large  eggs 
• 2 teaspoons  vanilla 

 

Then stir in 
• 3 cups  oats (not instant) 
• 1 1⁄2cups  raisins 

DIRECTIONS  
1. Preheat oven to 350°. 
2. Whisk dry ingredients; set aside. 
3. Combine wet ingredients with a hand mixer 

on low. 
4. To cream, increase speed to high and beat 

until fluffy and the color lightens. 
5. Stir the flour mixture into the creamed 

mixture until no flour is visible. 
6. (Over mixing develops the gluten, making a 

tough cookie.) Now add the oats and raisins; 
stir to incorporate. 

7. Fill a #40 cookie scoop and press against 
side of bowl, pulling up to level dough (to 
measure 2 tablespoons of dough). 

8. Drop 2-inches apart onto baking sheet 
sprayed with nonstick spray. 

9. Bake 11-13 minutes (on center rack), until 
golden, but still moist beneath cracks on 
top. 

10. Remove from oven; let cookies sit on baking 
sheet for 2 minutes before transferring to a 
wire rack to cool. 

As we begin a new year I 
want to start off by saying 
thank you to all of the 
volunteers at South 
Point.  Thank you for using 
your gifts to serve within our 
church and in our 
community.  It is only 
because of your 
commitment and love that 
we as a church can be the 
hands and feet of Christ. 
Serving others not only 
blesses the person being 
served but it also brings so 
much joy to our own lives -it 
helps us to feel connected.  If 
you would like to learn more 
about volunteer 
opportunities at South Point 



	

	

1. Authentically Biblical - We believe that the sixty-six books of the Bible are true, accurate, and life-changing. As 
such we are committed to teaching and preaching the whole Bible. We believe that Christians will grow in their faith 
through intentional discipleship, prayer and Bible study. We believe that the lives of authentic Christians will be 
clearly seen in their actions and words. (Gal. 5:16-25; 2 Tim. 3:16-17) 
 

15 responses 
73.3% gave SPCC an A 
26.7% gave SPCC a B 
 

2. Culturally Relevant - We will not bend the truth or deviate from the teachings of the Bible in any way. We will seek 
to communicate the truth in language and form that is relevant to our culture. We value dynamic preaching that 
expresses the mysteries of the Bible. We value vibrant music that expresses worship to God. (Acts 17:22-34; Ps. 40:1-
3) 
 

15 responses 
66.7% gave SPCC an A 
20% gave SPCC a B 
13.3% gave SPCC a C 
 

3. Highly Relational - We have no desire to become a social club of disconnected people who come together once a 
week. Instead we will seek meaningful relationships within the church through small groups and corporate 
gatherings. We will seek relationships outside of the church by caring for and loving people like God does. (Matt. 
25:31-40; Acts 2:42-47) 
 

 15 responses 
60% gave SPCC an A 
26.7% gave SPCC a B 
13.3% gave SPCC a C 
 

4. Committed to Excellence - We will seek to honour God through our commitment to excellence in all we do. Prayer, 
public worship, art, drama, children’s ministry and community outreach will all be undertaken as an act of worship to 
the Lord. As such, we will invest sacrificially of our time, our talents and our treasures to bring God the glory He 
deserves. (Matt. 22:37; 1 Cor. 10:31; Col. 3:23-24) 
 

15 responses 
40% gave SPCC an A 
33.3% gave SPCC a B 
26.7% gave SPCC a C 
 

5. Outward Focus - We will use our times together to encourage and equip one another for life as Ambassadors of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ in the real world where we live and work. For when our eyes are focused on God we see His 
care and His leading into this vast globe of hungry, lost souls. We will intentionally and prayerfully take risks, make 
time and set aside resources for this kind of Kingdom investment and we will lend support to others that do the same. 
(Matt. 28:19-20; 2 Cor. 5:17-20; Col. 4:5-6; 2 Pet. 3:9) 
 

15 responses 
46.7% gave SPCC an A 
26.7% gave SPCC a B 
26.7% gave SPCC a C 
 

SPCC Core Values Survey RESULTS 

In January, Pastor Dave will be starting a new series about our core values at SPCC.  In December 
we asked you to give us a letter grade of how you think we as a church are doing in each one.  Below 
you will find our 5 core values and the responses.   
 



	

	

Men’s	Bible	Study	~	Beginning	Wednesday,	
January	9th	
Men	of	all	ages	welcome.	
For	more	details	ask	Trevor	Murray	or		
Pastor	Dave	

Study:	James	-	Mercy	Triumphs	by	
	 Beth	Moore	
Starting	Date:	January	22	at	the		

church	
Time:	7-9	pm	
Cost:	$20	
Please	let	Tracy	or	Luella	know	if	you	
would	like	to	join	us	for	this	study.	
There	 will	 be	 sign-up	 sheets	 in	 the	
foyer	January	6th	and	13th.		

January	8th		 ~	 Marilyn	
January	11th	 ~	 Trev	
January	15th	 ~	 Jim	
January	21st	 ~	 Jan	
January	21st	 ~	 Mary	
January	30th	 ~	 Laura	G.	

We	did	it!	
Good	job	SPCC,	we	raised	our	
goal	of	$2560,	just	over	the	cost	
of	a	new	well.			
Let’s	pray	that	our	gift	would	
not	only	produce	clean	water	
for	better	health	for	a	brighter	
future	but	clean	hearts,	for	a	
bright	eternity.	
	
	

January	Prayer	Meetings	
Tuesday,	January	8th	-Church	7	pm	
Wednesday,	 January	 16th	 -	 Bob	 &	 Ruby's	
House	at	11	am	
Wednesday,	January	23rd	-	Church	10	am		
Wednesday,	January	30th	-	Church	10	am				
	
Dear	God,	
We	 want	 to	 thank	 you	 for	 this	 New	
Year.		We	pray	that	this	new	year	will	bring	
us	closer	to	you.		Help	us	to	take	the	time	to	
get	to	know	you	better.		We	thank	you	for	
the	gifts	you	have	given	each	one	of	us;	help	
us	 to	 use	 them	 to	 serve	 you	 and	 to	 share	
your	word	and	your	 love	with	our	 families	
and	the	people	we	come	into	contact	with.	
May	we	see	the	people	around	us	through	
your	eyes	-help	us	to	love	them	so	that	they	
may	see	you	through	us.	Amen	


