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A Word from Pastor Dave
What do you need this Christmas? What if you could be moved by
the Christmas Story this year in a way that celebrates our King and
brings hope to the watching world? Over the last number of years a
movement has voluntarily grown among many churches called, “The
Advent Conspiracy”. Along with some supporting materials to keep the
idea growing in its consistency and impact The Advent Conspiracy is
simply promoting some helpful thoughts in order to save Christmas
from the insanity of materialism and exhaustion that it has been racing
towards in our Western culture.

Dates to Remember
Dec. 4 – Women’s Bible Study
Dec. 8 – “Simply Christmas”
Banquet @ 6:30 pm
Dec. 11 - Evening Prayer @ 7 pm
Dec. 15 – Men’s Breakfast @ 8 am

WORSHIP FULLY: Nearly every character in the Christmas story that
encountered our King responded in the same way: worship. Let’s make
the conscious effort to reorient our hearts toward Christ. Christmas
began with worship, may we make a conscious effort to make it
worshipful this year.
SPEND LESS: In our hearts we know mindless consumption is not the
way to celebrate Jesus. But spending less does not mean spending
nothing. Rather may we thoughtfully consider what we really want to
support through our time and purchases this year.
GIVE MORE: The best gifts celebrate a relationship and most often
they require our time and energy. Relational giving means that we think
about the other person–who they are and what they care about. May
we creatively focus more on giving our undivided presence and less on
Continued on next page…

Dec. 16 – Kids Christmas Program
(during service)
Dec. 16 – Communion
Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve Program
@ 7 pm
Dec. 25 – Merry Christmas!

a pile of presents under the tree this year.
LOVE ALL: Christmas is a chance to move closer to
those in crisis. This year may we love others as Jesus
has loved us. The poor and hurting of our world can be
reached by God through the way we choose to
celebrate Christmas.
There have been so many great stories about
Christians and Churches all throughout the globe
purposefully giving incredible gifts. Gifts like rebuilding
schools in districts struck by natural disaster, drilling
wells for communities without clean water, providing
much needed food, education and medical help as well
as Bibles and simple, sincere friendship; especially for
lonely, forgotten and estranged people. These stories
truly honor the spirit of the Christmas story. They can’t
compare to the Christmas story’s significance but they

do reflect the kind of worship God asks for, “You must
actively help the hungry and feed the oppressed. Then
your light will dispel the darkness, and your darkness
will be transformed into noonday.” (Isaiah 58:10)
“BUT I AM already BUSY and frankly TAPPED OUT.”
(David, chapter 1, verse 1) Yes it’s true and so true at
this busy season. So here’s the good news, Isaiah 58:11
says, “The Lord will continually lead you; he will feed
you even in parched regions. He will give you renewed
strength, and you will be like … a spring that
continually produces water.” This Christmas miracle,
like every Christmas miracle, only happens in direct
partnership with God and His divine provision.
Imagine, this Christmas miracle might be just what you
have been needing all along.

Ministry Highlight
This month we would like to highlight the Admin
Team at church.
This is a group of individuals that work in the
background to help support the Pastoral Team's
vision for our church. They work on a variety of
projects which include helping to organize the
different events we have at church,
communication, Newsletters, and church directory
along with many other random things that pop up
here and there. What's so great about being on the
"admin" team is the feeling that through
increasingly
affective
organization
and
communication ministry is being added to. This is
creating more and more opportunities for other
people to use their gifts and talents to serve God as
well.
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December Prayer Meetings
Wednesday, December 5th -Church 10 am
Tuesday, December 11th - Church 7 pm
Wednesday, December 19th- Bob & Ruby's House 11 am

Join us this December in
raising $2500 for a new well.
Each Sunday you will be able to buy water droplet
tickets representing gifts of $10, $25, or $50.
Then hang the droplets as ornaments on the trees
up front.
Our goal is to raise the entire cost of a new well,
$2500.
For more awareness on the water crisis and how
Water Ambassadors Canada is working in water
crisis areas visit: waterambassadorscanada.org

Barnabas Notes

Come to Bethlehem
The following comments are words from Rabbi Jason
Sobel who lives in Israel.
Shortly after the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, an angel
of the Lord appeared to shepherds guarding their
sheep at night and announced to them, “Today in the
town of David a Savior has been born to you: he is the
Messiah, the Lord” (Luke 2:11). And the sign to them
was that they would find “a baby wrapped in cloths
and lying in a manger” (v12). Of all the possible signs
that could have been given to these shepherds why did
the Lord choose a baby lying in a manger and wrapped
in swaddling clothes? Why is this so significant?
To answer this question, we need to dig deeper and
explore the Jewish context in which the New
Testament was written. Good students of the Bible are
like detectives who ask lots of questions of the text.
The first question we need to ask is: Who are these
shepherds? Is there anything unique about them?
I believe these were no ordinary shepherds. They were
Levitical shepherds, trained and tasked with the
responsibility of tending and guarding the flocks used
for sacrifices in the temple in Jerusalem.
Next, we must ask? What is so significant about the
location in which they found Jesus? When it was time
for one of their flock to give birth, the shepherd would
bring the sheep into one of the caves surrounding
Bethlehem that were used for this purpose. These
birthing caves were kept in a state of ritual purity since
the lambs were destined to be used as sacrifices in the
temple. In fact, many of the male lambs born around
Bethlehem would be used for the Passover.

Since there was no room in the local inn, Mary and
Joseph used one of these caves around Bethlehem.
Messiah was not born in a stable behind some Econo
Lodge or Motel Six. He was born in one of the many
caves used for birthing these sacrificial lambs, because
He Himself would be the ultimate sacrificial Lamb.
Not only would the location of Jesus’ birth be
significant to these shepherds, but so would the fact
that Jesus was swaddled in cloths.
These shepherds were responsible for making sure
that the newborn lambs did not contact defects, for
only animals without spot or blemish could be used as
a sacrifice in the temple. Baby lambs are very clumsy
when they are born, so many scholars believe that
these shepherds would swaddle their newborn lambs
in order to prevent these future sacrificial lambs from
becoming blemished by injuring themselves on jagged
parts of the cave.
So, the shepherd priests, who encountered angels,
went to a place where the lambs used for the sacrifices
were born and swaddled. There they saw the baby
Jesus swaddled like a sacrificial Passover lamb. Now it
should make more sense as to why a baby wrapped in
swaddling clothes and lying in a manger would be a
significant sign to these shepherds, for it pointed to
Jesus being both the Lamb of God and the Light of the
world.

Totally Awesome Zucchini Brownies (with Gluten Free Option!)
yield: 16 BROWNIES (1 8X8-INCH PAN)
prep time: 20 mins
cook time: 30 mins
Moist dark chocolate zucchini brownies made with whole wheat flour, coconut oil, and
maple syrup. So decadent, you'll never suspect they're healthy!
INSTRUCTIONS

INGREDIENTS

• 2 cups zucchini — grated
• 1/2 cup coconut oil, — melted and cooled, or very
light olive oil or canola oil
• 1/2 cup pure maple syrup — (use the real deal!)
• 2 large eggs — at room temperature
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
• 1 3/4 cup whole wheat pastry flour or rice flour (GF)
• 1/2 cup unsweetened cocoa powder
• 1/2 teaspoon kosher salt
• 1 1/2 teaspoons baking powder
• 1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
• 1/8 teaspoon nutmeg
• 8 ounces chopped dark chocolate — or 1 1/3 cups
dark chocolate chips (or just add in the whole bag —
no judgment). Use 55% to 60% dark for a classic
brownie taste; 70% dark for an intense, bittersweet
chocolate taste
Submitted by
Jocelyn Bretzlaff

• Place a rack in the center of your oven and preheat
the oven to 350 degrees. Grease an 8 x 8 inch baking
pan and line with parchment paper so that you have a
little hanging over the sides. Grease parchment paper
a second time. Set aside.
• Grate the zucchini, then lightly pat a paper towel to
remove some excess moisture. Do not dry the
zucchini out completely.
• In a large mixing bowl, beat together the coconut oil,
eggs, maple syrup, and vanilla. Add zucchini.
• In a separate bowl, combine flour, cocoa, salt, baking
powder, cinnamon, and nutmeg. Stir to combine.
• Add dry mixture to the wet/zucchini mixture. Stir to
combine. Add chocolate chips.
• Pour batter into prepared pan.
• Lick all beaters and/or stirring spoons. This is crucial.
• Bake 30-35 minutes or until a toothpick inserted in
the center comes out mostly clean but with a few
crumbs still clinging to it. If using rice flour, brownies
may need to stay in longer. Check with toothpick
every few minutes after normal time. Let cool
completely before removing from pan with the
parchment paper handles…or take your chances.

CHEWY GINGER MOLASSES COOKIES
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Submitted by Luella Dyck

INGREDIENTS:
1 ½ cups butter, softened to
room temperature (not melted*)
1 cup granulated (white) sugar
1 cup packed brown sugar
½ cup molasses
2 eggs
4 cups all-purpose flour
4 teaspoons baking soda
1 tablespoon ground ginger
2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon ground cloves
1 teaspoon salt

DIRECTIONS:
Preheat oven to 375 F
In a medium bowl, whisk together flour, soda, cinnamon,
cloves, ginger and salt. Set aside.
In a mixing bowl, beat together butter and sugar on
medium speed till light and fluffy. Add in the eggs and
molasses, beat again, on medium-low speed until
combined. Gradually add the mix of dry ingredients, beat
until combined. Cover and refrigerate dough for 30
minutes, or until chilled through.
Roll the dough into small 1 inch balls. Fill a small bowl with
sugar and roll each ball in the sugar until it is completely
coated. Place on cookie sheet 1 inch apart, then bake for
about 8-10 minutes, until the cookies just begin to crack on
top. Let cool a minute or two before removing to wire rack
for further cooling (or eating).

…through love serve one another
Thank you God for giving me the desires of my heart, as I delight in
you.
A loving family, teachable grandchildren, and the opportunity to spill
your love over to those who not only need to learn English, but need
to belong and feel valued in a new strange country.
Through serving you God, I pray that they too would hear you calling
their name to come and delight in you, and in turn recognize, that it is
You that is the giver of all good things.
Delight yourself in the Lord, and He will give you the desires of your
heart. Psalm 37:4
Wendy

Every October, I have the incredible privilege to go to Camp Morrow in Tygh
Valley, Oregon to do manicures and pedicures at a “Ladies Refresh” retreat.
It’s a busy and intense weekend but a huge blessing as well. To be able to
meet ladies from other walks of life, work alongside my sister (event and
program director) and most of all, to be a channel of God’s refreshing,
rejuvenating love is so incredibly precious.
It is also very meaningful to know that my church supports me with prayer and
encouragement. Thank you so much!
Luella

A benefit for the family of 18 month-old Nolan Trepanier, who is fighting a battle
with Leukemia, raised $5400 for the family.
South Point had the privilege to contribute to the evening of praise and worship
held at Harrow United Church. To God be the glory, great things HE HAS DONE!

For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Would you rather have an angel talk to you when you are awake or dreaming?
87.5% answered awake
12.5% answered dreaming
5 years after Jesus was born would you rather:
37.5% answered -spend a day working with Joseph the carpenter
62.5% answered -spend a night tending sheep with the same Shepherds that the angel spoke to
0% answered -spend a weekend exploring the Euphrates River with the Magi
The Magi brought Jesus gold, frankincense and myrrh. Since you know the whole story what's one item from that
time period that you would have also chosen to bring Jesus if you were with the Magi?
Answers:
A horse
Lots of quality cloth/material (for clothing etc.)
Gold
A cozy camel skin blanket (it beats the straw)
A bag to put the other gifts in
A cow for its potential income
Drum
If you had a chance to sing or play one song for baby Jesus which one would you choose?
Answers:
Jesus Loves Me
(Play) Silent Night
Worship the King
Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne
Little Drummer Boy (2 people)
Mary was likely quite young when she gave birth to Jesus. As a young mother of a new born seeking advice on
being a good mother for Jesus what is one small piece of advice you might offer her?
Answers:
Memorize Isaiah 53.
Trust yourself and trust God.
Don’t expect your child to be perfect. Oh wait…
Sleep when baby sleeps.
Don’t stress the small stuff.
Hold him as long and as much as you want, after all, He is God.
Spend as much time together as possible.

