
ADVENT 2022





Hello SouthNaz friends! 
 

Thank you for joining us as we prepare our hearts for
Christmas. Over the next 4 weeks, we will follow the star

on Sunday mornings, journeying with the different
nativity members. We will walk through the story of

Jesus’s birth and the various parts of this Christmas story.
During the week, we invite you to read along with this
Advent devotional as we read Scripture, reflect on the

passages, and look at the 4 virtues of Advent (hope,
peace, love, and joy). You can do these daily devotionals
as a family, on your own, or even with your small group! 

 
As we journey through Advent together, we will be

reading different passages of Scripture that are read by
churches all over the world found in the lectionary. The

lectionary is a compilation of Scripture passages that
follow a 3 year rotation. Each week includes stories from

the Old Testament, Psalms, New Testament, and Gospels.
The lectionary also includes different prayers and various

ways of connecting through the passages. We join with
thousands of other Christians reading these same

passages this season as we all prepare our hearts for the
coming of Christ. 

 
Let's begin our journey together as we pursue the King.

 
Included in this booklet: 

Sunday morning readings & Scripture 

Weekly Advent virtue

Daily devotionals (passage & reflection) 



Advent Week 1 - November 27 – December 3  
Hope is Coming: Jesus' Birth Foretold 

 
Sunday reading 

Today is the first Sunday in the Advent season. We spend 4 weeks waiting
for Jesus’s arrival together, looking at different virtues that represent who

Jesus is and what he has brought to earth. This first virtue in our Advent
journey is hope. We light the first of 3 purple candles, as purple represents
the Advent season in Christian traditions. Today we look at the story of the

angel coming to visit Mary. We listen as the birth of Jesus is foretold. We
find assurance in knowing that hope is coming, Jesus is on his way to us. 

Verses: Luke 1:26-38 

 
Sunday 

Today in church we listened as Jesus’s birth was foretold to Mary. Jesus,
God’s son, Savior to the world, is coming. The angel tells Mary that she
doesn’t need to be afraid, that God has seen her and is with her. Mary

accepts the call that God has placed on her life and hopes for the baby boy
that she will bring into the world. Hope for the future is coming through

Jesus.  
 

This week, focus on the word hope. What does this mean to you? When have
you experienced hope? Have you ever felt hopeless? Take a few minutes

each day to read the passage and reflect on hope. 
 

Reflect: How does the season of Advent (preparing for Christmas) give us
hope? Why is it important to take this time before Christmas to prepare our

hearts?  
 

Monday 
Read: Luke 1:26-38 

Reflect: Where do you see hope in the story of Mary? We see that God was
present in Mary’s life, and the angel reassured her that she didn’t need to be

afraid. These things are true for us today too. God is present in our lives,
and we don’t need to be afraid. How does this give us hope? 

 
Tuesday 

Read: Isaiah 11:1-10 
Reflect: This passage looks to the future that we find in Jesus. How can we

find hope in the verses here? How can this hope be lived out right now? 



Wednesday 
Read: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

Reflect: Take time to think through how yesterday’s reading connects to
today’s. What themes or words do you see in both? The psalmist has hope

for both the present day and the future as he writes. Where do you find
hope in your current situation? 

 
Thursday 

Read: Romans 15:4-13 
Reflect: Where do you see hope in this passage? Paul understands the

tension between Jewish and Gentile churches as he writes this letter. He
pushes for them to find hope through the scriptures, living in harmony, and
glorifying God as one voice. Paul has his own hope for the divided people,

and he encourages Jewish Christians to see that God has come for the
Gentiles too.  

 
God’s hope can be seen through how we live our lives, especially with those
who we don’t always get along with. How can we rejoice this Advent season

with someone we feel divided against? 
 

Friday 
Read: Matthew 3:1-6 

Reflect: People came from all over to be baptized because they found hope
in the message John the Baptist was proclaiming. Where do you find hope

today? How are you proclaiming hope to the world around you (in both your
words and actions)? 

 
Saturday 

Pray:  
God of hope, 

you call us home from the exile of selfish oppression 
to the freedom of justice, 

the balm of healing, 
and the joy of sharing. 

Make us strong to join you in your holy work, 
as friends of strangers and victims, 

companions of those whom others shun, 
and as the happiness of those whose hearts are broken. 

We make our prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Reflect: Where do you see hope in this prayer? How have you seen hope in
the readings this week? In your own life this week?  

 
 



Advent Week 2 - December 4 – 10 
Peace on Earth: Manger 

 
Sunday reading 

Today is the second Sunday in the Advent season. This week, we look at the
virtue of peace. Heaven’s peace was coming down to earth through a baby.
We watch as Joseph and Mary come to an inn with no room to house them,

left with only the animals and a manger. In the middle of chaos and fear,
peace is coming, Jesus is on his way to us. 

Verses: Luke 2:1-6 

 
Sunday 

Today in church we listened as Mary and Joseph found themselves
preparing to bring a baby into the world with only a manger to hold him.

Jesus, the King of kings and Prince of peace, is coming. The journey to
Bethlehem wouldn’t have been easy on Mary, and there was nowhere left
for the two of them when they arrived. In the middle of this commotion,

peace on earth is coming through Jesus.  
 

This week, focus on the word peace. What does this mean to you? When
have you experienced peace? Have you ever felt restless or not at peace?

Take a few minutes each day to read the passage and reflect on peace. 
 

Reflect: How does preparing for Advent give us peace? Why is it important
to take this time before Christmas to prepare our hearts? Has your answer

changed from last week to now? 
 

Monday 
Read: Luke 2:1-6 

Reflect: Where do you see peace in the story of the manger? It’s ironic that
with chaos abounding, God’s peace was coming into the world. When have

you experienced peace in the middle of chaos? 
 

Tuesday 
Read: Isaiah 2:1-5 

Reflect: How does this passage reflect peace? Why is it important that
swords are turned into plowshares, that nations no longer war with one

another? Jesus came to bridge the gap between heaven and earth, and we
can hope for a future that reflects God’s united, loving, peaceful kingdom.  



Wednesday 
Read: Psalm 122 

Reflect: David writes this psalm as if he were ascending the mountain of the
Lord. He prays for peace now and in the future, longing to see when Israel is

together with one another and with God. How can we bring peace to our
town, relationships, world? 

 
Thursday 

Read: Romans 13:11-14 
Reflect: How can we live out God’s peace in the world? Advent gives us a

chance to reflect on life after Jesus’s first coming as we wait for the future
when God will redeem all of creation. This passage reflects on our living as

Christ followers right now, in light of our future hope and peace.  
 

Friday 
Read: Matthew 24:36-44 

Reflect: How do we find peace in this passage? Maybe we are wondering
why this passage is included during the Advent season, but remember that

Advent looks towards Jesus’s return as well as his birth. In the passages
from this week, we watch as Isaiah hopes for a peaceful future, as David

prays for peace in Jerusalem, and as Paul encourages us to live a life that
reflects God.  

 
The world is still filled with chaos, but we know that peace is coming.

Staying awake is more than just being afraid for the future days. To stay
awake is to continue to live into Jesus’s peace right now, even in the

mundane moments. What is one way you can share Jesus’s peace this week
through your actions? 

 
Saturday 

Pray:  
God of justice and peace, 

from the heavens you rain down mercy and kindness, 
that all on earth may stand in awe and wonder 

before your marvelous deeds. 
Raise our heads in expectation, 

that we may yearn for the coming day of the Lord 
and stand without blame before your Son, Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Reflect: How can we grow in God’s peace individually? As a church? How
can we help bring peace to the world? 



Advent Week 3 - December 11 – 17 
Love Came Down: Angels 

 
Sunday reading 

Today is the third Sunday in the Advent season. This week, we look at the
virtue of love. God's love is coming to us on earth through a new baby boy.
We listen as the angels proclaim the good news for the shepherds to hear.
Violence, sin, and darkness cannot hold back the love of our God. Love is

coming, Jesus is on his way to us. 
Verses: Luke 2:8-14 

 
Sunday 

Today in church we looked at the story of the angels bringing the good news
to a group of shepherds. Jesus, born as a helpless baby, is coming. The

angels show us that this baby truly is special, that God’s love for the world
is greater than we can even imagine. This love isn’t something God hides

from us, and the love of Jesus is coming to change the world.  
 

This week, focus on the word love. What does this mean to you? When have
you experienced love? Have you ever felt like you weren’t receiving love?

Take a few minutes each day to read the passage and reflect on love. 
 

Reflect: How does preparing for Advent lead us to love? Why is it important
to take this time before Christmas to prepare our hearts? Has your answer

changed from the past two weeks? 
 

Monday 
Read: Luke 2:8-14 

Reflect: What does this passage show us about God’s love for the world?
The angels tell the shepherds that they have good news for them to hear.

How is Jesus’s love good news in your own life? 
 

Tuesday 
Read: Isaiah 7:10-16 

Reflect: Isaiah shares that the son will be named Immanuel (God with us).
Where have you seen God’s love and presence in your life this past year?

How have you shared Jesus’s love with your neighbors this year? 



Wednesday 
Read: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

Reflect: Where do you see God’s love in this psalm? At first glance, this
passage seems like the opposite of love. The psalmist cries out to God and

asks for help, even when God feels far away. But we know that God hears us
and is with us, even in moments that are difficult. God’s love is deep enough

for us that we can cry out, ask questions, and share our doubts. God still
loves us through it all.  

 
Thursday 

Read: Romans 1:1-7 
Reflect: In this introduction to his letter to Rome, Paul defines himself by
the gospel of Jesus. How does our love for Jesus define who we are? How

should this love impact the ways in which we live our lives? 
 

Friday 
Read: Matthew 1:18-25 

Reflect: Joseph was planning to break off his engagement because of
Mary’s pregnancy. He had the right to have Mary tried before all of the

town, but instead was choosing to secretly end the relationship. We already
see that Joseph’s heart was more loving than most. When the angel comes
to him, he is convinced that Mary’s story is true and commits to stay with

her. He knows that whispers will happen, eyes will turn, and others will
definitely judge the two of them when they see her pregnancy progress

(while still only being engaged). How would you feel in this situation? 
 

Joseph’s love for God and for Mary gets him through this difficult time.
When we go through trials, who do we lean on? How do we see God’s love in

the midst of tough situations? 
 

Saturday 
Pray: 

Shepherd of Israel, 
may Jesus, Emmanuel and son of Mary, 
be more than just a dream in our hearts. 
With the apostles, prophets, and saints, 

save us, restore us, 
and lead us in the way of grace and peace, 

that we may bear your promise into the world. 
Amen. 

Reflect: God’s love is made clear through Jesus. God loves us enough to
come and be with us in the flesh! How have you seen God’s love in the

verses this week? How have you been challenged to share this love with
others (in words and actions)? 



Advent Week 4 - December 18 – 24 
Joy to the World: Shepherds  

 
Sunday reading 

Today is the final Sunday in the Advent season. This week, we look at the
virtue of joy. We light the fourth candle, our pink candle which is called the

Shepherd’s candle. Pink is symbolic for joy in Christian traditions. Today, we
watch as the lowly shepherds are filled with God’s joy when they hear the
good news. Their joy is seen in how they praise God and live their lives. In
the midst of sadness and trouble, joy is coming, Jesus is on his way to us. 

Verses: Luke 2:15-21 

 
Sunday 

Today in church we listened as the shepherds responded with joy to the
good news they have heard. Jesus, Immanuel, God in the flesh, is coming to
the world. He doesn’t choose the rich or powerful to greet him, instead, he
chooses the shepherds. God’s joy is for all to experience. Joy for the whole

earth is coming through Jesus.  
 

This week, focus on the word joy. What does this mean to you? When have
you experienced joy? Have you ever felt like you couldn’t be joyful? Take a

few minutes each day to read the passage and reflect on joy. 
 

Reflect: How does preparing for Advent give us joy? Why is it important to
take this time before Christmas to prepare our hearts? Has your answer

changed from the past three weeks? 
 

Monday 
Read: Luke 2:15-21 

Reflect: Why does God choose the shepherds? How is this different than
who the world might choose? The shepherds are quick to go to Bethlehem
when the angel tells them the good news. They are filled with joy to hear
about Jesus! How do we respond when we hear good news? Are we filled

with joy and quick to move? 
 
 



Tuesday 
Read: Isaiah 35:1-10 

Reflect: How have you found joy in God’s creation? How have you found joy
through Jesus’s salvation? Isaiah shares this beautiful picture of the new
creation that includes new ways of living, renewed prosperous land, and

everlasting joy. We live in the already-but-not-yet time, in between Jesus’s
resurrection and the full, new creation. 

 
This picture from Isaiah hasn’t fully happened yet, but we know that Jesus

tells us to pray for God’s kingdom to be here on earth as it is in heaven. How
can we bring God’s kingdom to the world right now? How can we bring

Jesus’s joy to the world? 
 

Wednesday 
Read: Psalm 146:5-10 

Reflect: Where do you see joy in this passage? Where do we find joy? This
psalm shows us who God is and how God is with us. How should we live our

lives in reflection of this? 
 

Thursday 
Read: Luke 1:46-55 

Reflect: This passage shows us Mary’s response to being with child from the
Lord. She knows that people will ask questions, that she could face trouble
for this decision, but she responds with joy. Why do you think that is? What

can we learn from Mary’s response? 
 

Friday 
Read: James 5:7-10 

Reflect: In the time after Jesus, people expected him to come back right
away. They were getting discouraged when time was passing and still Jesus
wasn’t returning. We can feel this way too, but we are called to still live our
lives as a reflection of God’s love and joy. How can you practice patience in
your faith this week? How can you find joy in days that feel discouraging? 

 
Saturday 

Pray:  
God of timeless grace, 

you fill us with joyful expectation. 
Make us ready for the message that prepares the way, 

that with uprightness of heart and holy joy 
we may eagerly await the kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Reflect: How has God given you true joy in the past? How can we find joy in
being made more like Jesus? 



Christmas Day - December 25 
Follow the Star: Magi 

 
Sunday reading 

Verses: Luke 1:26-2:21 (Message version) 

Today we light the white Christ candle. Hope has come. Peace has come.
Love has come. Joy has come. Jesus is here. 

 
Sunday 

Read: Isaiah 62:6-12; Titus 3:4-7; and/or Psalm 97 
Read: Matthew 2:1-12; 1 Corinthians 11:1 

Reflect: How does the story of Jesus’s birth cause us to see hope, peace,
love, and joy in new ways? How can we share these virtues with the world

around us? What have you learned or experienced during Advent this year? 
 

End with praying together:  
Christ, our God, 

whom humble shepherds worshiped at a manger, 
you are holy and most high, merciful and mighty. 

Startle us to wakefulness, 
that we may rejoice in your new and glorious dawn, 

and, in your holy name, 
act to mend this suffering world. 

Amen. 






