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EPIPHANY
Jesus is King!

Today is Epiphany & we continue to light all of the candles on the Advent wreath The candle of hope, the candle of love, the 
candle of joy, the candle of peace & the Christ Candle. Epiphany is the day we celebrate the “Magi” or “Wise Men” coming to 
visit & honor Jesus. They did not know Jesus or his parents, but they wisely recognized him as a King. We can also ask Jesus to 
be the King of our lives. 

Matthew 2:1-12 The Wise Men follow a star to find Jesus, & present him with symbolic and meaningful treasures. What gift 
do you have to offer Jesus today? 

“We Three Kings of Orient Are” &/or “The First Noel” 

Dear God, Thank you for your son, Jesus. Thank you for the wise & thoughtful people who have helped to lead us to you. 
Please, help us as we seek to offer you our best ever day. You are the King of all kings! AMEN. 

Surprise someone with the thoughtful gift you have been making over these past 12 days.   

Place the Wise Men & camel at your nativity scene to remind you that Jesus is the King of kings. 

Lighting

Friday, January 6, 2017

Reading

Singing

Praying

Live It
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Our

Saturday, December 31, 2016 
John 3:16-17  These verses remind us why Jesus came to earn so long ago. What do these verses mean to you? 

Sunday, January 1, 2017 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 New Year’s Day is an excellent opportunity to reflect on “time.” What “seasons” have you experienced in 2016 
and what do you hope to experience in 2017? 

Monday, January 2, 2017 
Psalm 8:1-2 The book of  Psalms often refers to God as a kind of  royalty. What do you think the words “sovereign” & “majestic” 
mean? 

Tuesday, January 3, 2017 
Isaiah 60:1-6 As God’s megaphone, the prophet Isaiah was able to proclaim, hundreds of  years before Jesus’ birth, the news that 
kings would bow down to Jesus & present him with gifts. What is significant or special about this prophecy?  

Wednesday, January 4, 2017 
Psalm 148:13-14  This Psalm states that God’s glory is “above earth & heaven.” How have you experience God to be like a high and 
mighty king? How has God been like a caring daddy? 

Thursday, January 5, 2017 
Matthew 7:24-29  Jesus tells a parable about two builders. What did one of  the builders do to be considered “wise”? How can you 
be like the wise builder?
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Words of CAUTION: 
- Never leave burning candles 

unattended. 
- We encourage children to participate in 

these devotionals & created them with 
multiple generations in mind, but be 
sure to speak with your child about fire 
safety. 

This devotional guide is for individuals & families to use at home throughout this 
wonderful season! We have included in this guide a pattern that includes Lighting, 
Reading, Singing, Praying, & Live It. The pattern for each week is explained on Sunday. 
You can follow the pattern all week long by just switching out the Reading portion which 
is unique for every day. Here is a short description of  each element: 
Lighting-read the brief  explanation as you light the appropriate candles for the day 
Reading-read a passage of  scripture and words of  reflections, families may use the 
questions to have a time of  discussion 
Singing-two songs are listed for each week, sing one or two or others if  you wish 
Praying-a short prayer is written that connects with the devotional theme or you may 
take this time to pray on your own 
Live It-some suggestions for how you can live out your faith over the week, one of  the 
options is adding to a nativity scene & another is a way to participate in our quarterly 
mission which is explained on the next page.  

Share your Advent experiences  

on social media with this hashtag! 
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Monday, December 26, 2016 
John 8:12 & Matthew 5:14-16  Light has been an important part of  Advent and Christmas. How can you keep the Christmas spirit 
and light alive all year? 

Tuesday, December 27, 2016 
2 Corinthians 9:7-8  The Wise Men bring gifts to Jesus and the exchanging of  gifts at Christmas is a reminder of  this act. How have 
you given cheerfully this year? How has God blessed you? 

Wednesday, December 28, 2016 
Revelation 22:3-5  We read in Revelation that the reign of  Jesus will have no end. What are earthly things that people trust in that 
fade away? How can you let Jesus be your light? 

Thursday, December 29, 2016 
Matthew 6:9-13  When we pray what we call “The Lord’s Prayer” we ask for God’s kingdom to come and God’s will to be done. What 
does God’s kingdom look like? How can we carry out God’s kingdom work? 

Friday, December 30, 2016 
Matthew 19:13-14  With Jesus as the “King of  kings”, you might expect him to only hang around certain types, royal types. This is 
one passage that helps us understand that Jesus is not your typical king. Who else can you think about that Jesus spent time with? 
What does that say about him?

Add the star to your nativity scene.

Over these “12 Days of Christmas” make 
a special, meaningful gift for someone  
that you will deliver on January 6th, Epiphany.

12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS Merry Christmas!

ADVENT MISSION FOCUS

More than a billion people in the world live on less than a dollar a 
day ~ 663 million people lack access to safe drinking water ~ Over 

800,000 people are believed to have died this year from water 
born illnesses ~ About half  of  those were children 

An important part of  any spiritual journey is considering what one 
can DO to love God’s children & make a difference in the name of  
Jesus. So we are including in our devotional guide an opportunity 
for you & your family to join Willis FUMC in partnering with Living 
Water International. We could make a radical impact in a community 
by raising approximately $6,000 to dig a water well and provide 
them with clean water. In your “Living It” section of  your devotional 
each week you will have a suggestion on how you can participate in 
this mission focus in various ways.  

Waiting is a period 
of learning. The 

longer we wait, the 
more we hear about 
him for whom we 

are waiting. 
~Henri Nouwen
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1ST WEEK OF ADVENT
Hope!

This is the first Sunday in Advent. Today, we light one purple candle. This is the candle of  hope. Advent is a time of  waiting 
and hoping. We wait for the day when we celebrate again the birth of  Jesus. We hope that everyone will come to know God 
and to worship God. 

Luke 1:26-38 The angel Gabriel visits Mary and tells her she is going to have a baby. How is this a story of  hope? What do 
you imagine Mary is thinking? 

“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” &/or “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

Dear God, Thank you for your son, Jesus. Thank you for your Holy Word and your messengers that teach us YOU are the 
source of  our hope. Help us to remember to walk in the light of  the Lord as we eagerly wait with hopeful hearts. AMEN. 

Make a promise to a member of  your family or your children this week. This is a great way to experience the anticipation & joy 
of  fulfillment. You could promise to meet someone for a lunch date or promise your kids to bake cookies together. Advent is a 
season of  waiting, anticipation & the realization of  God’s promise being fulfilled.  

Place an angel at the stable of  your nativity scene to symbolize the message of  hope Gabriel delivered for all people. 

Millions of  people around the world feel hopeless because they do not have access to clean, safe drinking water. Create a 
special bank to collect change this week so that you can be a part of  providing this most basic need for a community.

Lighting

Sunday, November 27, 2016

Reading

Singing

Praying

Live It

CHRISTMAS DAY
Merry Christmas!

It is Christmas day & we light all five candles on the Advent wreath: the candles of  hope, love, joy & peace as well as the white 
Christ candle. Today, we also light the center candle. This candle represents Jesus. Our waiting has ended. Jesus is born! 

John 1:1-14 The Gospel of  John has a very poetic way to tell everyone about the birth of  Jesus. How do you think Jesus is 
Light for our world today? How can you shine that light? 

“Go! Tell It on the Mountain” &/or “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

Dear God, Thank you for your son, Jesus. Thank you, God, for sending Light into our dark world. On this Christmas Day, help 
us be a beacon of  your Light. May our celebrations be in praise of  you & may you shine through everything we do. AMEN 

Be sure to go to church today! Willis FUMC will have one service at 10am. If  you are out of  town, find a church to visit! As a 
part of  your worship on this Christmas Day, maybe you could write a poem about what Jesus means to you? 

Place Baby Jesus in the stable of  your nativity scene. Christ is born! Emmanuel, God is with us! 

Bring your collection of  change/money for a water well to church today. Wouldn’t it be an amazing Christmas present if  we 
could gift a water well to a community in need?! With a water well we would also send the Good News of  Jesus! 

Sing “Happy Birthday” to Jesus & enjoy the birthday cake you made with your family.

Lighting

Sunday, December 25, 2016

Reading

Singing

Praying

Live It

Devotional readings for the “12 Days of Christmas” continue on p. 21…
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Monday, November 28, 2016 
Isaiah 7:10-14  Isaiah foretold that Mary, “the virgin,” would have a baby hundreds of  years before the angel Gabriel visited 
Mary. The name “Emmanuel” means “God with us” - how does God’s presence give you hope? 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 
Psalm 40:5-10  Just like when Mary said “Here am I,” God desires our hearts be given to God. How does this Psalm give you hope? 

Wednesday, November 30, 2016 
Hebrews 10:4-10  Before Jesus was born, God’s people put their hope & trust in sacrifices & offerings to have forgiveness from 
their sins. The writer of  Hebrews shares that now Jesus is our path to forgiveness. For what do you need to be forgiven? 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 
Romans 8:24-25  Paul is talking about hope in Jesus. Sometimes we must wait for our hopes to be realized. What is something that 
you are hoping for this Advent season? 

Friday, December 2, 2016 
Jeremiah 33:14-16  Hundreds of  years before Jesus was born, Jeremiah was talking to God’s people who were in a hopeless 
situation - they were in exile & it seemed the whole world had turned away from God. Jeremiah spoke of  God’s promise. How have you 
seen “promises” & “hope” go together in your life? 

Saturday, December 3, 2016 
Psalm 33:20-22  It can be a little easier to wait when our hope is in the Lord. What are some things for which you have had to wait? 
Was waiting hard? Why or why not? What good things have come out of  waiting?  

CHRISTMAS EVE Merry Christmas!
Today is Christmas Eve & we light three purple candles, the pink candle as well as the center white candle. The first week, we 
lit the candle of  hope, then we lit the candle of  love, followed by the candle of  joy & then the candle of  peace. Today, we also 
light the center candle. This candle represents Jesus. Our waiting has ended. 

Luke 2:1-20 The angel Gabriel visits Mary and tells her she is going to have a baby. How is this a story of  hope? What do 
you imagine Mary is thinking? 

“Joy to the World” &/or “What Child Is This?” 

Dear God, Thank you for your son, Jesus. Thank you, God, for sending Jesus for ALL people, not just those in one place at 
one time. On this Christmas Eve, help us remember & rejoice again because Jesus was born. May we live every day 
remembering your love & care & showing that love & care to others. AMEN 

Make or acquire a birthday cake that you can enjoy with family and friends on Christmas Day. Plan a Birthday party for Jesus! 

Wouldn’t it be amazing to be there with Mary and Joseph to welcome baby Jesus into the world? Place something in your 
nativity scene that represents you. Where would you wait for Jesus? With the Angels? The Shepherds? Beside Mary & Joseph? 
How do you connect with this amazing story of  God’s love?

Lighting

Saturday, December 24, 2016

Reading

Singing

Praying

Live It



WE THREE KINGS 
1. We three kings of  Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar,  
field and fountain, moor & mountain, following yonder star.  
O star of  wonder, star of  light, star with royal beauty bright, 
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

2. Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, gold I bring to crown him again, 
King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign.  
O star of  wonder, star of  light, star with royal beauty bright, 
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

3. Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a Deity nigh; 
prayer & praising, voices raising,worshiping God on high.  
O star of  wonder, star of  light, star with royal beauty bright, 
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

4. Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of  gathering 
gloom;  
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb.  
O star of  wonder, star of  light, star with royal beauty bright, 
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

5. Glorious now behold him arise; King and God and sacrifice:  
Alleluia, Alleluia, sounds through the earth and skies.  
O star of  wonder, star of  light, star with royal beauty bright, 
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
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O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL 

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of  God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

2. O come, thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things 
far and nigh; to us the path of  knowledge show and cause 
us in her ways to go. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come 
to thee, O Israel. 

3. O come, O come, great Lord of  might, who to thy tribes 
on Sinai's height in ancient times once gave the law in cloud 
and majesty and awe. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall 
come to thee, O Israel. 

4. O come, thou Root of  Jesse's tree, an ensign of  thy 
people be; before thee rulers silent fall; all peoples on thy 
mercy call. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, 
O Israel. 

5. O come, thou Key of  David, come, and open wide our 
heavenly home. The captives from their prison free, and 
conquer death's deep misery. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS 

1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy 
people free; from our fears and sins release us, 
let us find our rest in thee. Israel's strength and 
consolation, hope of  all the earth thou art; dear 
desire of  every nation, joy of  every longing heart. 

2. Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet 
a King, born to reign in us forever, now thy 
gracious kingdom bring. By thine own eternal spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; by thine all 
sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 

SONGS FOR WEEK 1

SONGS FOR EPIPHANY

THE FIRST NOEL 
1. The first Noel the angel did say  
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,  
on a cold winter's night that was so deep.  
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of  Israel. 

2. They looked up & saw a star shining in the east, beyond them far;  
& to the earth it gave great light, & so it continued both day & night.  
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of  Israel. 

3. And by the light of  that same star  
three Wise Men came from country far;  
to seek for a king was their intent,  
& to follow the star wherever it went.  
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of  Israel. 

4. This star drew nigh to the northwest,  
o'er Bethlehem it took its rest;  
& there it did both stop & stay, right over the place where Jesus lay. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of  Israel. 

5. Then entered in those Wise Men three,  
full reverently upon the knee,  
& offered there, in his presence, their gold & myrrh & frankincense. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of  Israel. 
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1. Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills & everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.  
While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night, 
behold throughout the heavens there shown a holy light. 

2. Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills & everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.  
The shepherds feared & trembled, when lo! above the earth, rang 
out the angel chorus that hailed the Savior's birth. 

3. Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills & everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.  
Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born,  
& God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. 

ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 

1. Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o'er the plains,  
& the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.  
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
 What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
3. Come to Bethlehem & see Christ whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

4. See him in a manger laid, whom the choirs of  angels praise;  
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, while our hearts in love we raise.  
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

SONGS FOR CHRISTMAS DAY
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2ND WEEK OF ADVENT Love!
This is the second Sunday in Advent. Today, we light two purple candles. Last Sunday, we lit the candle of  hope, & now we also 
light the candle of  love. One verse that many remember on this day is John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only son..." During Advent, we pray that we may remember again God's gift of  Jesus to the world & know that God's love 
for all people is the reason for this gift. 

Matthew 1:18-25 God speaks to Joseph through a dream. Joseph obeys God. Joseph shows what true love is: being 
devoted no matter what the circumstances may be. How have you experienced this kind of  love? 

“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” &/or “Away in a Manger” 

Dear God, Thank you for your son, Jesus. Thank you for the Bible that helps us remember your love & care. Help us see how 
we can bring God's message to the people we meet in our schools, at our jobs, and in our neighborhoods. Help us be 
messengers of  God's love for everyone. AMEN. 

Show God’s love for others by doing an anonymous good deed for someone. You might mow a lawn, send someone flowers 
or donate items to a food bank or shelter. 

Place Joseph at the stable of  your nativity scene to symbolize the perfect, fatherly love God has for us all. 

Jesus teaches us about sacrificial love. Plan to drink only tap water this week or give up a special drink each day, & put the 
money you would have spent on those drinks in your bank you made last week to raise money for the water well. 

Lighting

Sunday, December 4, 2016

Reading

Singing

Praying

Live It

Monday, December 19, 2016 
Isaiah 53:4-5  Again, Isaiah is prophesying about Jesus. How has Jesus carried our griefs & sorrows? How does Jesus bring us 
peace and heal us? 

Tuesday, December 20, 2016 
Isaiah 2:1-5  The prophet shares that Jesus will bring about such radical peace that weapons will be changed into farming 
equipment! What “battle” in your life do you need Jesus to come into and bring peace? 

Wednesday, December 21, 2016 
Philippians 4:6-7  The author of  this letter states the peace of  God “surpasses all understanding.” How has this been true in your 
life? What worries or anxieties do you need to hand over to Jesus in prayer? 

Thursday, December 22, 2016 
James 3:17-18  Who are people you know that “make peace”? How can you be a person who makes peace? 

Friday, December 23, 2016 
Psalm 23  Read this passage out loud. What about the 23rd Psalm speaks “peace” to you?
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154TH WEEK OF ADVENT Peace!

Monday, December 5, 2016 
I Corinthians13:4-8 Read this passage through, and then read it again substituting your name for the word “love.” What rings true 
as you read your name into the passage? What areas need some work? 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 
John 13:34-35  Not only was Baby Jesus the greatest gift of  love, as an adult Jesus talked about love quite a lot. What do you think 
it means for Jesus to “command” that we love one another? What is easy or difficult about this commandment? 

Wednesday, December 7, 2016 
I John 3:18  It has been said that “actions speak louder than words.” How have you known this to be true? Plan steps to take action 
this week and show someone love in Jesus’ name. 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 
Zephaniah 3:16-18  During Advent we anticipate God coming into our midst. How have you experienced God’s love/presence in 
quiet ways? In loud ways? 

Friday, December 9, 2016 
Lamentations 3:31-33 God’s love never fails. What are some things in this world that have failed you? How have you experienced 
God’s love to be unfailing? 

Saturday, December 10, 2016 
I John 4:9-11  We know how much God loves us through Jesus. We can show God our love for Him by loving one another. How can 
you show others love today?

Today we light three purple candles and the pink candle. The first week, we lit the candle of  hope. The second week, we lit the 
candle of  love. The third week, we lit the candle of  joy. Today, we light the candle of  peace. Our world is not always a peaceful 
world. People hurt other people. Countries are at war. People don't take care of  God’s creation. People yell & scream. But 
God promises peace. During Advent, we pray that all people will seek God's peace. 

Luke 2:8-20 The shepherds were caring for their sheep when an angel appeared to tell them good news! How do you think 
the shepherds experienced peace on this very exciting night? 

“O Little Town of  Bethlehem” &/or “Silent Night” 

Dear God, Thank you for your son, Jesus. Thank you for those in our world today who seek to act for peace. Help us look for 
ways to be peacemakers at home, at church and at school. AMEN. 

Pass the peace this week! Consider creative ways to do it: instead of  saying “Hello” when you pass by someone try saying 
“Peace be with you.” or write a not of  encouragement to someone who works for peace in your community. 

Place the shepherd & sheep at the stable of  your nativity scene. A gentle lamb is an excellent symbol for peace. 

Consider honoring a peacemaker in your life by making a donation to our efforts to build a water well. You can even get a 
card from the church to let someone know that you have honored him or her in this way.  

Visit a stream or fountain this week, close your eyes and pray as you listen to the peaceful sounds of  water.

Lighting

Sunday, December 18, 2016

Reading

Singing

Praying

Live It
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WHAT CHILD IS THIS 

1. What child is this who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is 
sleeping? Whom angels greet with 
anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping? This, 
this is Christ the King, whom 
shepherds guard and angels sing; haste, haste to bring 
him laud, the babe, the 
son of  Mary. 

2. Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are 
feeding? Good Christians, fear, for 
sinners here the silent Word is pleading. This, this is Christ 
the King, whom shepherds guard 
and angels sing; haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, 
the son of  Mary. 

3. So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, come, peasant, 
king, to own him; the King of  kings 
salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him. This, this is 
Christ the King, whom shepherds 
guard and angels sing; haste, haste to bring him laud, the 
babe, the son of  Mary. 

IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR 

1. It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of  
old, from angels bending near the earth, 
to touch their harps of  gold: "Peace on the earth, good will 
to all, from heaven’s all-gracious King." The world in solemn 
stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 

2. Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful 
wings unfurled, and still their heavenly 
music floats o'er all the weary world; above its sad and 
lowly plains, they bend on hovering wing, and ever o'er its 
Babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 

3. And ye, beneath life's crushing load, whose forms are 
bending low, who toil along the 
climbing way with painful steps and slow, look now! for glad 
and golden hours come swiftly on the wing. O rest beside 
the weary road, and hear the angels sing! 

4. For lo! the days are hastening on, by prophet seen of  
old, when with the ever-circling years 
shall come the time foretold when peace shall over all the 
earth its ancient splendors fling, and the whole world send 
back the song which now the angels sing. 

AWAY IN A MANGER 

1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little 
Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. The stars 
in the sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord 
Jesus, asleep on the hay. 

2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, but little 
Lord Jesus, no crying he makes; I love thee, 
Lord Jesus, look down from the sky and stay by my 
cradle till morning is nigh. 

3. Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay close 
by me forever, and love me, I pray; bless all 
the dear children in thy tender care, and fit us for 
heaven to live with thee there. 

JOY TO THE WORLD 

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;  
let every heart prepare him room, & heaven & nature sing,  
& heaven & nature sing, & heaven, & heaven, & nature sing. 

2. Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, & plains repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3. No more let sins & sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found,  
far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found. 

4. He rules the world with truth & grace, & makes the nations prove 
the glories of  his righteousness, & wonders of  his love,  
& wonders of  his love, & wonders, wonders of  his love.

SONGS FOR CHRISTMAS EVE

SONGS FOR WEEK 2
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O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 

1. O little town of  Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; 
above thy deep and dreamless sleep the 
silent stars go by. Yet in thy dark streets shineth the 
everlasting light; the hopes and fears of  all 
the years are met in thee tonight. 

2. For Christ is born of  Mary, and gathered all above, while 
mortals sleep, the angels keep their 
watch of  wondering love. O morning stars together, 
proclaim the holy birth, and praises sing 
to God the King, and peace to all on earth! 

3. How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given; so 
God imparts to human hearts the 
blessings of  his heaven. No ear may hear his coming, but in 
this world of  sin, where meek 
souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

4. O holy Child of  Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast 
out our sin, and enter in, be born in us 
today. We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings 
tell; O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel! 

HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 

1. Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King; 
peace on earth, and mercy mild,God and sinners reconciled!" 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of  the skies; with 
th'angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" Hark! 
the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!" 

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
late in time behold him come,offspring of  a virgin's womb.  
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th'incarnate Deity,  
pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.  
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 

3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of  Peace!  
Hail the Sun of  Righteousness!  
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,  
born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing,"Glory to the newborn King!" 

O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL 

1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.  
Come and behold him, born the King of  angels;  
O come, let us adore him, O Come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

2. True God of  true God, Light from Light Eternal,  
Lo, he shuns not the Virgin's womb;  
Son of  the Father, begotten, not created;  
O come, let us adore him, O Come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

3. Sing, choir of  angels, sing in exultation;  
O sing, all ye citizens of  heaven above!  
Glory to God, all glory in the highest;  
O come, let us adore him, O Come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT 

1. Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright round yon 
virgin mother and child.  
Holy infant, so tender and mild,  
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

2. Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; glories 
stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!  
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 

3. Silent night, holy night, Son of  God, love's pure light; radiant 
beams from thy holy face  
with the dawn of  redeeming grace,  
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, the Lord, at thy birth. 

4. Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; with the 
angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King;  
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 

SONGS FOR WEEK 4

SONGS FOR WEEK 3
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3RD WEEK OF ADVENT Joy!

Monday, December 12, 2016 
Psalm 47:1-3  This Psalm refers to God as “awesome” and “King over all the earth.” What are some other joyous names for God? 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18  When everything is going well it seems easier to be filled with joy. How can we experience joy when 
things aren’t going as planned or tragedy strikes? 

Wednesday, December 14, 2016 
Isaiah 9:2-3, 6  The prophet Isaiah shared the wonderful news about Jesus centuries before that first Christmas! How has Jesus 
increased your joy? 

Thursday, December 15, 2016 
Isaiah 35:10  During the Advent season, we anticipate the coming of  Jesus as a baby, but we also know that we can look for Jesus to 
come again like he said he would do! What do you think Isaiah means when he writes in this passage about “everlasting joy?” 

Friday, December 16, 2016 
Zephaniah 3:14  In this passage, God’s children have reason to sing and rejoice - what would you say that is? How has Jesus made 
you want to sing in praise? 

Saturday, December 17, 2016 
Isaiah 40:1-11  Like Mary, Hannah was a woman who was faithful and loved God so much that she wanted to express her love 
through song and joyous praise. What do you think these women had in common?

This is the third Sunday in Advent. Today we light two purple candles & the pink candle. The first week, we lit the candle of  
hope. The second week, we lit the candle of  love. Now, we light the candle of  joy.What sometimes happens as we get ready to 
celebrate Jesus' birth is we expect to be happy all the time. Joy is not the same as happy. Joy is a deeper feeling created by 
knowing that God cares for us. Joy is remembering that God sent Jesus so we would always know of  God's care. During 
Advent, we pray that we may remember again God's gift of  Jesus to the world & know the joy that gift brings to all people. 

Luke 1:39-56 After learning she is going to have a baby Mary visits her cousin, Elizabeth. They share a wonderful moment 
of  joy! Who are people in your life with whom you share moments of  joy? 

“O Come All Ye Faithful” &/or “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

Dear God, Thank you for your son, Jesus. Thank you for the joy remembering Jesus' birth brings to us today. Help us live in 
such a way that our words and our actions help others know of  the joy you give. AMEN. 

Mary expressed her joy through a song! Make a plan to listen to or sing your favorite holiday songs this week. You could even 
write a song or make music video. If  your feeling brave, share your creation or sing-a-long on social media so all can enjoy! 

Place Mary in your nativity scene to remind you of  the joy she & Elizabeth shared, the same joy that God offers us all. 

Gratitude is an expression of  joy in our lives. Make a list of  all times you use water each day. You could even stretch your 
brain & calculate how much water you use on a daily basis. Give thanks for the blessing of  clean water & make a plan to add 
to your water well savings this week.

Lighting
Sunday, December 11, 2016

Reading

Singing
Praying

Live It
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O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 

1. O little town of  Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; 
above thy deep and dreamless sleep the 
silent stars go by. Yet in thy dark streets shineth the 
everlasting light; the hopes and fears of  all 
the years are met in thee tonight. 

2. For Christ is born of  Mary, and gathered all above, while 
mortals sleep, the angels keep their 
watch of  wondering love. O morning stars together, 
proclaim the holy birth, and praises sing 
to God the King, and peace to all on earth! 

3. How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given; so 
God imparts to human hearts the 
blessings of  his heaven. No ear may hear his coming, but in 
this world of  sin, where meek 
souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

4. O holy Child of  Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast 
out our sin, and enter in, be born in us 
today. We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings 
tell; O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel! 

HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 

1. Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King; 
peace on earth, and mercy mild,God and sinners reconciled!" 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of  the skies; with 
th'angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" Hark! 
the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!" 

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
late in time behold him come,offspring of  a virgin's womb.  
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th'incarnate Deity,  
pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.  
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 

3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of  Peace!  
Hail the Sun of  Righteousness!  
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,  
born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing,"Glory to the newborn King!" 

O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL 

1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.  
Come and behold him, born the King of  angels;  
O come, let us adore him, O Come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

2. True God of  true God, Light from Light Eternal,  
Lo, he shuns not the Virgin's womb;  
Son of  the Father, begotten, not created;  
O come, let us adore him, O Come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

3. Sing, choir of  angels, sing in exultation;  
O sing, all ye citizens of  heaven above!  
Glory to God, all glory in the highest;  
O come, let us adore him, O Come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT 

1. Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright round yon 
virgin mother and child.  
Holy infant, so tender and mild,  
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

2. Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; glories 
stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!  
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 

3. Silent night, holy night, Son of  God, love's pure light; radiant 
beams from thy holy face  
with the dawn of  redeeming grace,  
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, the Lord, at thy birth. 

4. Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; with the 
angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King;  
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 

SONGS FOR WEEK 4

SONGS FOR WEEK 3
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WHAT CHILD IS THIS 

1. What child is this who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is 
sleeping? Whom angels greet with 
anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping? This, 
this is Christ the King, whom 
shepherds guard and angels sing; haste, haste to bring 
him laud, the babe, the 
son of  Mary. 

2. Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are 
feeding? Good Christians, fear, for 
sinners here the silent Word is pleading. This, this is Christ 
the King, whom shepherds guard 
and angels sing; haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, 
the son of  Mary. 

3. So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, come, peasant, 
king, to own him; the King of  kings 
salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him. This, this is 
Christ the King, whom shepherds 
guard and angels sing; haste, haste to bring him laud, the 
babe, the son of  Mary. 

IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR 

1. It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of  
old, from angels bending near the earth, 
to touch their harps of  gold: "Peace on the earth, good will 
to all, from heaven’s all-gracious King." The world in solemn 
stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 

2. Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful 
wings unfurled, and still their heavenly 
music floats o'er all the weary world; above its sad and 
lowly plains, they bend on hovering wing, and ever o'er its 
Babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 

3. And ye, beneath life's crushing load, whose forms are 
bending low, who toil along the 
climbing way with painful steps and slow, look now! for glad 
and golden hours come swiftly on the wing. O rest beside 
the weary road, and hear the angels sing! 

4. For lo! the days are hastening on, by prophet seen of  
old, when with the ever-circling years 
shall come the time foretold when peace shall over all the 
earth its ancient splendors fling, and the whole world send 
back the song which now the angels sing. 

AWAY IN A MANGER 

1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little 
Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. The stars 
in the sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord 
Jesus, asleep on the hay. 

2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, but little 
Lord Jesus, no crying he makes; I love thee, 
Lord Jesus, look down from the sky and stay by my 
cradle till morning is nigh. 

3. Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay close 
by me forever, and love me, I pray; bless all 
the dear children in thy tender care, and fit us for 
heaven to live with thee there. 

JOY TO THE WORLD 

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;  
let every heart prepare him room, & heaven & nature sing,  
& heaven & nature sing, & heaven, & heaven, & nature sing. 

2. Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, & plains repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3. No more let sins & sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found,  
far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found. 

4. He rules the world with truth & grace, & makes the nations prove 
the glories of  his righteousness, & wonders of  his love,  
& wonders of  his love, & wonders, wonders of  his love.

SONGS FOR CHRISTMAS EVE

SONGS FOR WEEK 2
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154TH WEEK OF ADVENT Peace!

Monday, December 5, 2016 
I Corinthians13:4-8 Read this passage through, and then read it again substituting your name for the word “love.” What rings true 
as you read your name into the passage? What areas need some work? 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 
John 13:34-35  Not only was Baby Jesus the greatest gift of  love, as an adult Jesus talked about love quite a lot. What do you think 
it means for Jesus to “command” that we love one another? What is easy or difficult about this commandment? 

Wednesday, December 7, 2016 
I John 3:18  It has been said that “actions speak louder than words.” How have you known this to be true? Plan steps to take action 
this week and show someone love in Jesus’ name. 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 
Zephaniah 3:16-18  During Advent we anticipate God coming into our midst. How have you experienced God’s love/presence in 
quiet ways? In loud ways? 

Friday, December 9, 2016 
Lamentations 3:31-33 God’s love never fails. What are some things in this world that have failed you? How have you experienced 
God’s love to be unfailing? 

Saturday, December 10, 2016 
I John 4:9-11  We know how much God loves us through Jesus. We can show God our love for Him by loving one another. How can 
you show others love today?

Today we light three purple candles and the pink candle. The first week, we lit the candle of  hope. The second week, we lit the 
candle of  love. The third week, we lit the candle of  joy. Today, we light the candle of  peace. Our world is not always a peaceful 
world. People hurt other people. Countries are at war. People don't take care of  God’s creation. People yell & scream. But 
God promises peace. During Advent, we pray that all people will seek God's peace. 

Luke 2:8-20 The shepherds were caring for their sheep when an angel appeared to tell them good news! How do you think 
the shepherds experienced peace on this very exciting night? 

“O Little Town of  Bethlehem” &/or “Silent Night” 

Dear God, Thank you for your son, Jesus. Thank you for those in our world today who seek to act for peace. Help us look for 
ways to be peacemakers at home, at church and at school. AMEN. 

Pass the peace this week! Consider creative ways to do it: instead of  saying “Hello” when you pass by someone try saying 
“Peace be with you.” or write a not of  encouragement to someone who works for peace in your community. 

Place the shepherd & sheep at the stable of  your nativity scene. A gentle lamb is an excellent symbol for peace. 

Consider honoring a peacemaker in your life by making a donation to our efforts to build a water well. You can even get a 
card from the church to let someone know that you have honored him or her in this way.  

Visit a stream or fountain this week, close your eyes and pray as you listen to the peaceful sounds of  water.

Lighting

Sunday, December 18, 2016

Reading

Singing

Praying

Live It
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2ND WEEK OF ADVENT Love!
This is the second Sunday in Advent. Today, we light two purple candles. Last Sunday, we lit the candle of  hope, & now we also 
light the candle of  love. One verse that many remember on this day is John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only son..." During Advent, we pray that we may remember again God's gift of  Jesus to the world & know that God's love 
for all people is the reason for this gift. 

Matthew 1:18-25 God speaks to Joseph through a dream. Joseph obeys God. Joseph shows what true love is: being 
devoted no matter what the circumstances may be. How have you experienced this kind of  love? 

“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” &/or “Away in a Manger” 

Dear God, Thank you for your son, Jesus. Thank you for the Bible that helps us remember your love & care. Help us see how 
we can bring God's message to the people we meet in our schools, at our jobs, and in our neighborhoods. Help us be 
messengers of  God's love for everyone. AMEN. 

Show God’s love for others by doing an anonymous good deed for someone. You might mow a lawn, send someone flowers 
or donate items to a food bank or shelter. 

Place Joseph at the stable of  your nativity scene to symbolize the perfect, fatherly love God has for us all. 

Jesus teaches us about sacrificial love. Plan to drink only tap water this week or give up a special drink each day, & put the 
money you would have spent on those drinks in your bank you made last week to raise money for the water well. 

Lighting

Sunday, December 4, 2016

Reading

Singing

Praying

Live It

Monday, December 19, 2016 
Isaiah 53:4-5  Again, Isaiah is prophesying about Jesus. How has Jesus carried our griefs & sorrows? How does Jesus bring us 
peace and heal us? 

Tuesday, December 20, 2016 
Isaiah 2:1-5  The prophet shares that Jesus will bring about such radical peace that weapons will be changed into farming 
equipment! What “battle” in your life do you need Jesus to come into and bring peace? 

Wednesday, December 21, 2016 
Philippians 4:6-7  The author of  this letter states the peace of  God “surpasses all understanding.” How has this been true in your 
life? What worries or anxieties do you need to hand over to Jesus in prayer? 

Thursday, December 22, 2016 
James 3:17-18  Who are people you know that “make peace”? How can you be a person who makes peace? 

Friday, December 23, 2016 
Psalm 23  Read this passage out loud. What about the 23rd Psalm speaks “peace” to you?
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17GO, TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN 

1. Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills & everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.  
While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night, 
behold throughout the heavens there shown a holy light. 

2. Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills & everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.  
The shepherds feared & trembled, when lo! above the earth, rang 
out the angel chorus that hailed the Savior's birth. 

3. Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills & everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.  
Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born,  
& God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. 

ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 

1. Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o'er the plains,  
& the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.  
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
 What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
3. Come to Bethlehem & see Christ whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

4. See him in a manger laid, whom the choirs of  angels praise;  
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, while our hearts in love we raise.  
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

SONGS FOR CHRISTMAS DAY



WE THREE KINGS 
1. We three kings of  Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar,  
field and fountain, moor & mountain, following yonder star.  
O star of  wonder, star of  light, star with royal beauty bright, 
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

2. Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, gold I bring to crown him again, 
King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign.  
O star of  wonder, star of  light, star with royal beauty bright, 
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

3. Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a Deity nigh; 
prayer & praising, voices raising,worshiping God on high.  
O star of  wonder, star of  light, star with royal beauty bright, 
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

4. Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of  gathering 
gloom;  
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb.  
O star of  wonder, star of  light, star with royal beauty bright, 
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

5. Glorious now behold him arise; King and God and sacrifice:  
Alleluia, Alleluia, sounds through the earth and skies.  
O star of  wonder, star of  light, star with royal beauty bright, 
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
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O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL 

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of  God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

2. O come, thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things 
far and nigh; to us the path of  knowledge show and cause 
us in her ways to go. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come 
to thee, O Israel. 

3. O come, O come, great Lord of  might, who to thy tribes 
on Sinai's height in ancient times once gave the law in cloud 
and majesty and awe. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall 
come to thee, O Israel. 

4. O come, thou Root of  Jesse's tree, an ensign of  thy 
people be; before thee rulers silent fall; all peoples on thy 
mercy call. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, 
O Israel. 

5. O come, thou Key of  David, come, and open wide our 
heavenly home. The captives from their prison free, and 
conquer death's deep misery. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS 

1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy 
people free; from our fears and sins release us, 
let us find our rest in thee. Israel's strength and 
consolation, hope of  all the earth thou art; dear 
desire of  every nation, joy of  every longing heart. 

2. Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet 
a King, born to reign in us forever, now thy 
gracious kingdom bring. By thine own eternal spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; by thine all 
sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 

SONGS FOR WEEK 1

SONGS FOR EPIPHANY

THE FIRST NOEL 
1. The first Noel the angel did say  
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,  
on a cold winter's night that was so deep.  
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of  Israel. 

2. They looked up & saw a star shining in the east, beyond them far;  
& to the earth it gave great light, & so it continued both day & night.  
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of  Israel. 

3. And by the light of  that same star  
three Wise Men came from country far;  
to seek for a king was their intent,  
& to follow the star wherever it went.  
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of  Israel. 

4. This star drew nigh to the northwest,  
o'er Bethlehem it took its rest;  
& there it did both stop & stay, right over the place where Jesus lay. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of  Israel. 

5. Then entered in those Wise Men three,  
full reverently upon the knee,  
& offered there, in his presence, their gold & myrrh & frankincense. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of  Israel. 
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Monday, November 28, 2016 
Isaiah 7:10-14  Isaiah foretold that Mary, “the virgin,” would have a baby hundreds of  years before the angel Gabriel visited 
Mary. The name “Emmanuel” means “God with us” - how does God’s presence give you hope? 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 
Psalm 40:5-10  Just like when Mary said “Here am I,” God desires our hearts be given to God. How does this Psalm give you hope? 

Wednesday, November 30, 2016 
Hebrews 10:4-10  Before Jesus was born, God’s people put their hope & trust in sacrifices & offerings to have forgiveness from 
their sins. The writer of  Hebrews shares that now Jesus is our path to forgiveness. For what do you need to be forgiven? 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 
Romans 8:24-25  Paul is talking about hope in Jesus. Sometimes we must wait for our hopes to be realized. What is something that 
you are hoping for this Advent season? 

Friday, December 2, 2016 
Jeremiah 33:14-16  Hundreds of  years before Jesus was born, Jeremiah was talking to God’s people who were in a hopeless 
situation - they were in exile & it seemed the whole world had turned away from God. Jeremiah spoke of  God’s promise. How have you 
seen “promises” & “hope” go together in your life? 

Saturday, December 3, 2016 
Psalm 33:20-22  It can be a little easier to wait when our hope is in the Lord. What are some things for which you have had to wait? 
Was waiting hard? Why or why not? What good things have come out of  waiting?  

CHRISTMAS EVE Merry Christmas!
Today is Christmas Eve & we light three purple candles, the pink candle as well as the center white candle. The first week, we 
lit the candle of  hope, then we lit the candle of  love, followed by the candle of  joy & then the candle of  peace. Today, we also 
light the center candle. This candle represents Jesus. Our waiting has ended. 

Luke 2:1-20 The angel Gabriel visits Mary and tells her she is going to have a baby. How is this a story of  hope? What do 
you imagine Mary is thinking? 

“Joy to the World” &/or “What Child Is This?” 

Dear God, Thank you for your son, Jesus. Thank you, God, for sending Jesus for ALL people, not just those in one place at 
one time. On this Christmas Eve, help us remember & rejoice again because Jesus was born. May we live every day 
remembering your love & care & showing that love & care to others. AMEN 

Make or acquire a birthday cake that you can enjoy with family and friends on Christmas Day. Plan a Birthday party for Jesus! 

Wouldn’t it be amazing to be there with Mary and Joseph to welcome baby Jesus into the world? Place something in your 
nativity scene that represents you. Where would you wait for Jesus? With the Angels? The Shepherds? Beside Mary & Joseph? 
How do you connect with this amazing story of  God’s love?

Lighting

Saturday, December 24, 2016

Reading

Singing

Praying

Live It



3

20

1ST WEEK OF ADVENT
Hope!

This is the first Sunday in Advent. Today, we light one purple candle. This is the candle of  hope. Advent is a time of  waiting 
and hoping. We wait for the day when we celebrate again the birth of  Jesus. We hope that everyone will come to know God 
and to worship God. 

Luke 1:26-38 The angel Gabriel visits Mary and tells her she is going to have a baby. How is this a story of  hope? What do 
you imagine Mary is thinking? 

“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” &/or “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

Dear God, Thank you for your son, Jesus. Thank you for your Holy Word and your messengers that teach us YOU are the 
source of  our hope. Help us to remember to walk in the light of  the Lord as we eagerly wait with hopeful hearts. AMEN. 

Make a promise to a member of  your family or your children this week. This is a great way to experience the anticipation & joy 
of  fulfillment. You could promise to meet someone for a lunch date or promise your kids to bake cookies together. Advent is a 
season of  waiting, anticipation & the realization of  God’s promise being fulfilled.  

Place an angel at the stable of  your nativity scene to symbolize the message of  hope Gabriel delivered for all people. 

Millions of  people around the world feel hopeless because they do not have access to clean, safe drinking water. Create a 
special bank to collect change this week so that you can be a part of  providing this most basic need for a community.

Lighting

Sunday, November 27, 2016

Reading

Singing

Praying

Live It

CHRISTMAS DAY
Merry Christmas!

It is Christmas day & we light all five candles on the Advent wreath: the candles of  hope, love, joy & peace as well as the white 
Christ candle. Today, we also light the center candle. This candle represents Jesus. Our waiting has ended. Jesus is born! 

John 1:1-14 The Gospel of  John has a very poetic way to tell everyone about the birth of  Jesus. How do you think Jesus is 
Light for our world today? How can you shine that light? 

“Go! Tell It on the Mountain” &/or “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

Dear God, Thank you for your son, Jesus. Thank you, God, for sending Light into our dark world. On this Christmas Day, help 
us be a beacon of  your Light. May our celebrations be in praise of  you & may you shine through everything we do. AMEN 

Be sure to go to church today! Willis FUMC will have one service at 10am. If  you are out of  town, find a church to visit! As a 
part of  your worship on this Christmas Day, maybe you could write a poem about what Jesus means to you? 

Place Baby Jesus in the stable of  your nativity scene. Christ is born! Emmanuel, God is with us! 

Bring your collection of  change/money for a water well to church today. Wouldn’t it be an amazing Christmas present if  we 
could gift a water well to a community in need?! With a water well we would also send the Good News of  Jesus! 

Sing “Happy Birthday” to Jesus & enjoy the birthday cake you made with your family.

Lighting

Sunday, December 25, 2016

Reading

Singing

Praying

Live It

Devotional readings for the “12 Days of Christmas” continue on p. 21…
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Monday, December 26, 2016 
John 8:12 & Matthew 5:14-16  Light has been an important part of  Advent and Christmas. How can you keep the Christmas spirit 
and light alive all year? 

Tuesday, December 27, 2016 
2 Corinthians 9:7-8  The Wise Men bring gifts to Jesus and the exchanging of  gifts at Christmas is a reminder of  this act. How have 
you given cheerfully this year? How has God blessed you? 

Wednesday, December 28, 2016 
Revelation 22:3-5  We read in Revelation that the reign of  Jesus will have no end. What are earthly things that people trust in that 
fade away? How can you let Jesus be your light? 

Thursday, December 29, 2016 
Matthew 6:9-13  When we pray what we call “The Lord’s Prayer” we ask for God’s kingdom to come and God’s will to be done. What 
does God’s kingdom look like? How can we carry out God’s kingdom work? 

Friday, December 30, 2016 
Matthew 19:13-14  With Jesus as the “King of  kings”, you might expect him to only hang around certain types, royal types. This is 
one passage that helps us understand that Jesus is not your typical king. Who else can you think about that Jesus spent time with? 
What does that say about him?

Add the star to your nativity scene.

Over these “12 Days of Christmas” make 
a special, meaningful gift for someone  
that you will deliver on January 6th, Epiphany.

12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS Merry Christmas!

ADVENT MISSION FOCUS

More than a billion people in the world live on less than a dollar a 
day ~ 663 million people lack access to safe drinking water ~ Over 

800,000 people are believed to have died this year from water 
born illnesses ~ About half  of  those were children 

An important part of  any spiritual journey is considering what one 
can DO to love God’s children & make a difference in the name of  
Jesus. So we are including in our devotional guide an opportunity 
for you & your family to join Willis FUMC in partnering with Living 
Water International. We could make a radical impact in a community 
by raising approximately $6,000 to dig a water well and provide 
them with clean water. In your “Living It” section of  your devotional 
each week you will have a suggestion on how you can participate in 
this mission focus in various ways.  

Waiting is a period 
of learning. The 

longer we wait, the 
more we hear about 
him for whom we 

are waiting. 
~Henri Nouwen
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Saturday, December 31, 2016 
John 3:16-17  These verses remind us why Jesus came to earn so long ago. What do these verses mean to you? 

Sunday, January 1, 2017 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 New Year’s Day is an excellent opportunity to reflect on “time.” What “seasons” have you experienced in 2016 
and what do you hope to experience in 2017? 

Monday, January 2, 2017 
Psalm 8:1-2 The book of  Psalms often refers to God as a kind of  royalty. What do you think the words “sovereign” & “majestic” 
mean? 

Tuesday, January 3, 2017 
Isaiah 60:1-6 As God’s megaphone, the prophet Isaiah was able to proclaim, hundreds of  years before Jesus’ birth, the news that 
kings would bow down to Jesus & present him with gifts. What is significant or special about this prophecy?  

Wednesday, January 4, 2017 
Psalm 148:13-14  This Psalm states that God’s glory is “above earth & heaven.” How have you experience God to be like a high and 
mighty king? How has God been like a caring daddy? 

Thursday, January 5, 2017 
Matthew 7:24-29  Jesus tells a parable about two builders. What did one of  the builders do to be considered “wise”? How can you 
be like the wise builder?

ureADVENT
great
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Devotionals for Our Journey through 
Advent, Christmas & Epiphany
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Words of CAUTION: 
- Never leave burning candles 

unattended. 
- We encourage children to participate in 

these devotionals & created them with 
multiple generations in mind, but be 
sure to speak with your child about fire 
safety. 

This devotional guide is for individuals & families to use at home throughout this 
wonderful season! We have included in this guide a pattern that includes Lighting, 
Reading, Singing, Praying, & Live It. The pattern for each week is explained on Sunday. 
You can follow the pattern all week long by just switching out the Reading portion which 
is unique for every day. Here is a short description of  each element: 
Lighting-read the brief  explanation as you light the appropriate candles for the day 
Reading-read a passage of  scripture and words of  reflections, families may use the 
questions to have a time of  discussion 
Singing-two songs are listed for each week, sing one or two or others if  you wish 
Praying-a short prayer is written that connects with the devotional theme or you may 
take this time to pray on your own 
Live It-some suggestions for how you can live out your faith over the week, one of  the 
options is adding to a nativity scene & another is a way to participate in our quarterly 
mission which is explained on the next page.  

Share your Advent experiences  

on social media with this hashtag! 
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EPIPHANY Jesus is King!
Today is Epiphany & we continue to light all of  the candles on the Advent wreath The candle of  hope, the candle of  love, the 
candle of  joy, the candle of  peace & the Christ Candle. Epiphany is the day we celebrate the “Magi” or “Wise Men” coming to 
visit & honor Jesus. They did not know Jesus or his parents, but they wisely recognized him as a King. We can also ask Jesus to 
be the King of  our lives. 

Matthew 2:1-12 The Wise Men follow a star to find Jesus, & present him with symbolic and meaningful treasures. What gift 
do you have to offer Jesus today? 

“We Three Kings of  Orient Are” &/or “The First Noel” 

Dear God, Thank you for your son, Jesus. Thank you for the wise & thoughtful people who have helped to lead us to you. 
Please, help us as we seek to offer you our best ever day. You are the King of  all kings! AMEN. 

Surprise someone with the thoughtful gift you have been making over these past 12 days.   

Place the Wise Men & camel at your nativity scene to remind you that Jesus is the King of  kings. 

Lighting

Friday, January 6, 2017

Reading

Singing

Praying

Live It


