
FAQs 
 
Why are we considering changing our denominational alignment? What are the 
driving factors?  
There are bishops and ordained clergy who do not uphold the official doctrine and 
Discipline of the UMC. Some progressives, centrists, and traditionalists have come to 
understand the Bible differently. With no accountability and what seems to be a 
trajectory toward a liberalizing of Discipline standards, United Methodists across the 
world are discerning where they belong denominationally. 
 
Is the issue of human sexuality the only reason churches are leaving or is it 
because some church leaders are breaking their vows to the church with no 
repercussions?  
What gets the most attention is the ordination of clergy in same gender relationships 
and officiating same gender marriages. And it is true that not only congregations, but 
also individual pastors, bishops, annual conferences, boards of ordained ministry, and 
regional jurisdictions are willfully violating the Book of Discipline and are not held 
accountable. However, for traditionalists the real issues are the authority and primacy of 
the whole Bible and doctrinal integrity with what the Church has taught for the last two-
thousand years. 
 
With regards to human sexuality, what is the GMC stance? 
Although the GMC’s governing documents make no mention of homosexuality, its 
doctrine upholds marriage as between one man and one woman. It is generally 
expected by progressives and traditionalists alike that the UMC’s official understanding 
of human sexuality will be changed at the 2024 General Conference to reflect a more 
progressive position. 
 
Are there theological reasons that churches want to leave?  
Yes, there are theological reasons that churches want to leave. Reservations and 
outright denials of core doctrines like the Trinity, the virgin birth, the human/divine 
nature of Jesus, and the bodily resurrection of Jesus have been avowed. The doctrinal 
standards of the UMC are defined by the Methodist Articles of Religion and the 
Evangelical United Brethren Confession of Faith, as well as Wesley's Sermons and 
Notes. Those staying with the UMC have said the doctrines will not change. That is true: 
officially, on paper, they remain, but there has not been any will for accountability to 
uphold those standards. Most UMC leaders promote a “big tent” ethos to embrace a 
broad theological spectrum. As traditionalist churches leave the UMC, everyone expects 
the boundaries of this tent will widen.  
 
What is the origin of the Global Methodist Church? 
Foreseeing the breakup of the UMC, a group of UMC clergy and laity began to meet, 
preparing contingent plans, laying the foundation of the GMC as a new expression of 
Methodism, maintaining traditional Wesleyan beliefs. The GMC mission is “To make 
disciples of Jesus Christ who worship passionately, love extravagantly, and witness 
boldly.” The denomination officially launched May 1, 2022, planning a convening 



conference in in 2023. Until then, the GMC is governed by a Transitional Book of 
Doctrines and Discipline. Initially, the structure will be very similar to the UMC, but with 
a governance that requires accountability, and a reduced bureaucracy. Please note that 
the GMC will have a Book of Doctrines and Discipline. Discipline without doctrine is 
repression and doctrine without discipline is laissez-faire. We need accountability built 
on God’s Word; we need grace and truth (John 1:14). 
 
Why “Global” Methodist Church? 
“Global” expresses Jesus’ mission to “go therefore and make disciples of all nations” 
(Matthew 28:19) and it describes the fact that this new denomination will include 
followers of Jesus around the globe. Some people have been bothered by the word 
“global” because of some baggage from the world of politics. To be clear, the GMC has 
absolutely nothing to do with globalization in its other interpretations. When looking for a 
suitable name, the leaders of the movement from across the world considered 
numerous options. Keep in mind, many names were not available because they are 
already in use or trademarked. Of all the possibilities, Global Methodist Church 
encompasses the calling of the denomination, in the words of John Wesley, “The world 
is my parish.” 
 
Explain how pastors will be appointed to churches in the GMC  
Existing appointments during the transition will be maintained if possible. The GMC will 
utilize a balance of a call and an appointment system. A call is like the interview process 
in a business setting when you look at resumes and conduct interviews before making 
determining the best fit. An appointment system is when the bishop decides who should 
serve in a particular congregation. The GMC will uses a consultation process with input 
by the church/SPRC, the pastor, and the bishop with the intention of the bishop 
appointing the chosen candidate. 
 
What seminaries will be endorsed in the GMC? 
The GMC will have no seminaries it claims as its own. The main concern of the GMC is 
not where pastors were trained but what theological convictions they have brought with 
them. We anticipate Asbury Theological Seminary in Kentucky, United Theological 
Seminary in Dayton, Ohio, and Truett Theological Seminary at Baylor, will be among the 
strongest sources for the education of GMC pastors. In fact, Asbury has already entered 
into an agreement with the GMC for a church planting initiative funded by a $500,000 
matching grant from a donor to the seminary. 
 
Will the GMC have women in leadership? 
Clergywomen have been prominent leaders throughout the process of forming the 
GMC. With the great example of women in the Bible in positions of authority, Susanna 
Wesley, and the leadership of women throughout Methodist history, the GMC affirms 
that women, like men, are called to serve God as pastors. 
 
 
 



What happens to local church property and assets if we disaffiliate and join the 
GMC?  
Our church will own the property and assets if we join the GMC, with no trust clause 
attached. In the United Methodist Church, local church property is held in trust by the 
Annual Conference. This means that if the church ceases to function as a UMC church, 
the property reverts to the Annual Conference. In many conferences, churches that 
want to disaffiliate are required to pay some percentage of the total property value. We, 
fortunately, do not have that obstacle thrown in our path. The GMC, on the other hand, 
wants to be a church of the willing, not the constrained, so there will never be a trust 
clause. 
 
If we change, what will be the name of our church? 
Our church will be what it has been for most of its 150-year history: First Methodist 
Church. That’s it. The denominational affiliation will be a footnote at most. Think about 
First Baptist Church: its denomination isn’t in its name. You may know it’s Southern 
Baptist, but that isn’t accentuated. We want our identity to be who we are in ministry in 
the community, not some words on a sign. 
 
What is the cost to our church to disaffiliate?  
Our congregation will owe no additional money beyond fulfilling our apportionments. 
There will be nominal legal fees to change our deeds and articles of incorporation. 
Costs associated with changing any United Methodist signage and logo will be covered 
by our communications budget. 
 
Is there any cost to join the GMC and what benefits will we gain financially?  
There is no cost to join. Connectional funding will be immediately reduced to 2% of our 
previous year’s regular giving (about ¼ of what our apportionments are presently). They 
will never exceed 6.5%. The GMC is determined to empower the local church rather 
than support a denominational bureaucracy. 
 
When will we decide? 
We are in the process of discerning now. The final decision will be made by the Church 
Conference scheduled for Wednesday, September 14 at 6:00 p.m. By requirement of 
the Book of Discipline, the meeting will be presided by our District Superintendent, Jeff 
Olive. Members will vote using a paper ballot with the wording of the resolution on it. If 
we vote to disaffiliate, a called session of the Texas Annual Conference on December 3 
will approve and finalize this process. 
 
What percentage of votes will be required to disaffiliate? 
Two-thirds (2/3) of the full members who attend the Church Conference will be required, 
though the Judicial Council of the United Methodist Church may decide if a simple 
majority is an option. If the disaffiliation is approved, a second vote will be taken to 
approve affiliating with our new denomination. 
 
What is the date when the change would take effect?  
If we change, the effective date will be Jan 1, 2023.  



 
If we vote to stay UMC will anything change? 
We have many members who feel they will not be able to continue as United Methodists 
and will look for another church home. Additionally, Jonathan has stated that his 
commitment is to be a pastor in the GMC, so he would help us move forward until the 
annual conference appointed another pastor here. You also should not be surprised in 
the future when you hear of significant changes to the Book of Discipline starting with 
the General Conference 2024. 
 
If we vote to change, what will happen? 
We have members who feel they will not be able to be a part of the GMC and will look 
for another church home. Additionally, you will see signage changed around the church. 
As far as the preaching and teaching of the church, it will continue to be the traditional, 
orthodox beliefs that have always been upheld in this congregation. 
 
Why are we pressing to make this decision now—can’t we wait? 
The Texas Annual Conference, under the leadership of Bishop Scott Jones, has been 
very gracious to churches who wish to disaffiliate. However, Bishop Jones is retiring at 
the end of this calendar year. The new bishop may be considerably less helpful, 
pushing for additional requirements that may significantly increase the cost. 
 
If the church disaffiliates, are the members automatically taken with them (to the 
GMC) or does each member need to rejoin the church?  
If the church chooses to disaffiliate, the existing membership will be automatically 
accepted in the GMC, unless they choose to leave.  
 
Are there any tax consequences of disaffiliating from the UMC and joining the 
GMC?  
No. This congregation will remain a tax exempt entity regardless of its future affiliation. 
All tithes, offerings, gifts, and donations to the church are and will remain tax exempt for 
the individuals who give them, subject to federal and state tax law and the Internal 
Revenue Code.  
 


